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Introduction

1. The 17th Informal Meeting of European Sports Ministers was held in Moscow on 20 - 21 October 2006, at the invitation of the government of the Russian Federation. 

2. The main themes of the Conference were the “Future Pan-European Sports Co-operation” and the “European Co-operation in the Fight against Doping and European Representation in the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) bodies”.  The Ad-Hoc Committee on the Agreement on Sport (CAHAS) prepared the themes for the Conference and a meeting of senior officials was held on the afternoon of 19 October to review the texts of the draft resolutions.  The texts adopted are to be found in Appendix 1. The agenda, list of participants, list of speakers and press release appear in the Appendices of this report.  

3. Two hundred delegates, including around thirty Ministers and Vice-Ministers attended the Conference.  Also present were the representative of the Committee of Ministers’ Deputies of the Council of Europe, the representative of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, the representative of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe, the European Commission, the Unesco, the World Anti-Doping Agency, the Chair of the Ad-Hoc Committee on the Agreement on Sport (CAHAS) and of the Monitoring Group of the Anti-Doping Convention, UEFA, FIFA, as well as non governmental bodies who had been invited as observers.  

4. The high profile of the Informal Ministerial Meeting also justified its very good media coverage. More than 30 international media agencies and 8 TV stations attended the press conference organised at the end of the event and relayed the successful outcome of the discussions held.

5. The Conference was opened by Mrs Maud DE BOER-BUQUICCHIO, the Deputy Secretary General. She underlined that the presence of many Ministers in the Informal Ministerial Meeting in Moscow was a sign of a genuine interest in the future of pan-European co-operation in the field of sport.  She also took it as a sign of recognition for the contribution the Council of Europe had made during the past 30 years to making sport healthier, fairer and better governed.  The Deputy Secretary General mentioned that in the Council of Europe we believed in turning challenges into opportunities and choosing the means best fit to deliver results. Therefore, we now propose a new co-operation mechanism for sport – the Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport (EPAS). She underlined distinct features of the EPAS and encouraged member states to consider taking part in it promptly. The Deputy Secretary General stressed the importance of the anti-doping questions. She welcomed WADA’s efforts in combating doping on a worldwide basis. She presented her view that Europe must continue to stand united and speak with one voice in WADA. With respect to the European Representation in the WADA bodies, the Deputy Secretary General stressed the importance to continue to send personalities who are motivated to promote the European vision of sport to the governing bodies of WADA.. A vision which is based on the respect for human rights, good governance, justice and fair play. 

6. Mr Alexander ZHUKOV, Deputy Prime Minister of the Russian Federation, delivered a welcome address to the participants of the Informal Ministerial Meeting from the President of the Russian Federation, Mr Vladimir PUTIN. In his address, the Deputy Prime Minister stressed the importance of the continuation of pan-European sports co-operation in the framework of the Council of Europe. 

7. In his address, Mr Serguei LAVROV, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation and the Chairman of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe, underlined the importance of European representation in the WADA bodies. He stressed that the two candidates for the Vice-Chair position from Europe (Minister LAMOUR of France and Minister FETISOV from the Russian Federation) were excellent choices and urged the Ministers to consider forwarding the names of both candidates to WADA.

8. The Chair of the Rapporteur Group on Education, Culture, Sport, Youth and Environment of the Council of Europe (GR-C), Ambassador PETROVA-MITEVSKA, addressed participants of the Ministerial Conference. In her speech, the Ambassador pointed out that sports events serve as an inspiration to encourage people to be active themselves. She underlined the strength of the Moscow conference in bringing together governments and civil society and urged the member countries to use this opportunity to consider the proposed Enlarged Partial Agreement in Sport (EPAS) to ensure the continuation of the pan-European sports co-operation within the framework of the Council of Europe.

9. Mr Michael HANCOCK, the representative of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, stressed that the Parliamentary Assembly has championed the role of the Council of Europe and, in the past, had itself dealt with specific issues such as discrimination against women, young people in high level sport, Europe and professional sport, football hooliganism and doping in sport. He informed participants of the results of a joint Conference with UEFA “Play Fair with Sport” on 29 September 2006. He underlined the specificity of sport to unite people and that is why many more people are interested in sport than in politics. The representative of the Parliamentary Assembly conveyed a message that the Council of Europe should continue to be active in the field of sports policies, building on its past work, its experience and its unique pan-European dimension. Therefore, a new platform was needed for pan-European sports cooperation, flexible enough to address the rapidly changing world of sport. 

10. Mr Günther KRUG, a representative of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe, underlined the important role of sport for fostering participation and integration in society. More notably, sport can play a decisive role in helping young people to acquire key social and other skills such as ability to work in a team, motivation, ability to cope with conflict, a sense of responsibility and willingness to co-operate. Mr KRUG explained that the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities was focusing strongly on the theme of “Integration through Sport” and urged participants of the Ministerial Meeting to support the continuation of the pan-European sports co-operation within the framework of the Council of Europe. 

11. The Head of the Federal Agency for Physical Culture and Sport (Russian Federation), Mr Vyacheslav FETISOV, welcomed the participants to Moscow.  He informed participants of the historical importance of the sports field in the Russian Federation. Mr FETISOV underlined that sport is a priority in his country. The Russian Federation government allocated increased funding to the sports field and to the development of sports policies. Furthermore, Mr FETISOV informed participants that Sochi is a candidate city for the 2014 Winter Olympic Games and the dedication of his country in the fight against doping. Mr FETISOV underlined the importance of the Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport (EPAS) as the possible tool for the pan-European sports co-operation.  
12. Mr Adolf OGI, the Special Adviser to the Secretary-General of the UN on Sport for Development and Peace, delivered a key note address to the participants of the Informal Ministerial Meeting. He outlined the role of the UN in building a better world through sports policies. Mr OGI spoke on the power of sport to combat violence, xenophobia, racism and stressed the positive values of sport such as fair play and democracy. Mr OGI reiterated the important role played by the Council of Europe in the pan-European sports co-operation and encouraged member states to use the occasion of the Informal Ministerial Meeting in Moscow to reinforce the role of the Council of Europe in the field of sport. 

13. In his thematic presentation, Mr José Luís ARNAUT, Member of Parliament of Portugal, sketched an outline of the main features of the Independent European Sport Review. He laid out a series of important recommendations presented in the Independent European Sport Review. More specifically, recommendations for action by the EU institutions and member states to clarify the European legal framework in relation to sport and supplement it as necessary, and to increase legal certainty in sport in full respect for the specificity of the field. A second series of recommendations set out political, legal and economic criteria about “sport rules” which would be compatible with the European Union regulations. Mr ARNAUT also expressed his support to the EPAS. 
During the one and a half day meeting, speakers from over fifty delegations and observers took the floor.  The important points made on the themes are summarised in the following sections.  

The future of the pan-European sports co-operation

14. The Minister of Sports of Luxembourg, Mr Jeannot KRECKE, made a presentation of the results of the European Sports Charter (ESC). Results of the questionnaire show that the European Sports Charter has, in general, been effectively implemented by nearly all the member states of the Council of Europe. Minister KRECKE underlined that despite current budgetary challenges in the Council of Europe it is important to ensure that the sports co-operation still stays on the organisation’s agenda.

15. In his presentation on the results of the Sprint Round Table held in Ljubljana on 11-12 October 2006, Dr Milan ZVER, the Minister of Education and Sport of Slovenia, underlined three key areas where sport plays a major role: health, economy and the fight against doping. Minister ZVER underlined the importance for the Council of Europe sports co-operation for new member states and pointed out that maintaining a SPRINT programme would be an important point for the consideration for the future agenda of the Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport (EPAS). 

16. The leader of the Feasibility Study Working Group, Mr John SCOTT, the Director of International Relations of UK Sport, made a visual presentation on the results of the Feasibility Study for the Agreement on Sport. Mr SCOTT presented the methodology and the timetable of the Feasibility Study and explored in detail all the proposed options to the participants of the Informal Ministerial Meeting in Moscow. The Feasibility Study Working Group, in consultation with the member States of the Council of Europe and with the endorsement of the Ad Hoc Committee for the Agreement on Sport (CAHAS), presented three options to the Ministers of Sport for consideration for the future of pan-European co-operation in the context of the Council of Europe. These options included Option A for the Reformed CDDS and Option B for the Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport (EPAS). 

The Feasibility Study Working Group endorsed Option B on the Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport (EPAS) as the most appropriate way to face new challenges in the sports field for ensuring a platform for co-operation for the wider Europe of 48 states. 

17. The discussions mainly evolved around the future of pan- European sports co-operation in the context of the Council of Europe. During the tour de table on current sports policy issues and priorities in member countries, the majority of delegations welcomed the proposal for the EPAS. The European Ministers responsible for Sport strongly emphasised their support to continue the significant work done by the Council of Europe in the sports domain.

18. Among the points made during the debate were the following:

· to ask the Committee of Ministers and the Secretary General of the Council of Europe to make appropriate arrangements for establishing the EPAS as soon as possible; 

· European Ministers responsible for Sport emphasised the need for a thorough examination of priorities for the future working programme of the EPAS and asked the Secretariat to study the possibility of incorporating into it some of the suggestions made in the Independent Sports Review. Delegations underlined important points to be dealt with in the context of the future EPAS. These issues included:

· The role of governments in supporting and funding sport;
· The role of sport in contributing to broader governmental policies;
· The degree and nature of regulation / supervision;
· The protection of the values and benefits of sport for a broader society as a whole;
· Good governance and quality assurance;
· Public-Private partnership and commercialisation.

· the discussions touched upon the Council of Europe’s particular role in pan-European sports co-operation, which is linked to the core values of the Council of Europe (Human Rights, Parliamentary Democracy and the Rule of Law).
European co-operation in the fight against doping and European representation in the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) bodies
19.
Mr. Brian MIKKELSEN, Minister of Culture and Sport, Denmark, and vice-President of WADA, highlighted the recent achievements and current issues with regard to the co-operation between Public Authorities and the Sport Movement within WADA. He underlined the remarkable work which has been achieved since the creation of the Agency in 1999 and expressed his satisfaction with the way the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) has developed. He presented the current priorities for 2007 and invited all stakeholders to co-operate in the preparation of a European consensus position related to the revision of the World Anti-Doping Code which will be discussed at the World Conference on Doping in Sport to be held in Madrid, Spain, on 15-17 November 2007.

20.
Tomas JOHANSSON, Chair of the European Coordination Forum on WADA (CAHAMA), and Sports Director, Sweden, presented the significant progress that the CAHAMA has achieved in the co-ordination of governmental positions on WADA issues at pan-European level. The two annual meetings of the CAHAMA facilitate the flow of information from WADA and the exchange of views between delegations. They also enable the European States to find consensus on positions before the Foundation Board meetings and to react rapidly.

21.
Following the presentation of the two candidates, Minister Jean-Francois LAMOUR (France) and Minister Vyacheslav FETISOV (Russian Federation), for the position as the European candidate representing the public authorities as the interim Vice-Chair of WADA for 2007 to be designated by the Ministerial Meeting, a secret ballot was organised and a large preference was expressed for Minister Jean-Francois LAMOUR (35 Votes for Minister LAMOUR and 9 votes for Minister FETISOV).

22.
Mr Wataru IWAMOTO; Director of Social Sciences, Research and Policy Sector of Social and Human Sciences, from Unesco informed the delegations that the International Convention against Doping in Sport has been ratified by 18 countries at present. When 30 States have ratified it, the first Conference of Parties will be organised to elect a Steering Committee and to create a voluntary fund, etc. He therefore invited all States present to ratify the Convention as soon as possible. 

Designations concerning WADA

23.
The Conference


1. 
urged the Committee of Ministers to express their preference on 25 October 2006 between Minister FETISOV (Russian Federation) and Minister LAMOUR (France) and to designate one single candidate representing the public authorities for the position of interim Vice-Chair of WADA for 2007;


In the case that Minister Vyacheslav FETISOV was not designated as the European candidate representing the public authorities for the position of interim Vice-Chair of WADA for 2007, he will be strongly supported by European states to a leading role / the Chair of the Unesco International Convention against Doping in Sport.


2.
designated Minister Brian MIKKELSEN (Denmark) as the candidate to the position of European member of the WADA Executive Committee for 2007-2008;


3.
designated Minister Vyacheslav FETISOV (Russian Federation) as second member of the Foundation Board of WADA appointed by the Council of Europe, for the term of office 2007 to 2009.

Adoption of resolutions

The Delegates adopted Resolutions 1 to 3 as in Appendix 1.
Invitations to future conferences

The Head of the Greek delegation issued an invitation to hold the 11th Conference of European Ministers responsible for Sport in Thessaloniki in 2008.

Speech by Maud de Boer-Buquicchio

Deputy Secretary General of the Council of Europe
Mr Chairman of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe,

Prime Minister,

Ministers,

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Rarely an informal meeting of Ministers has made decisions as important as the ones you will make today and tomorrow. I thank sincerely Minister Fetisov for hosting this meeting and sparing no effort to ensure its success.

I take the presence of so many Ministers at this conference as a signal of genuine interest in the future of pan-European co-operation in the field of sport. I also take it as a sign of recognition for the contribution the Council of Europe has made over the past 30 years to making sport healthier, fairer and better governed. We have encouraged public authorities to provide sports facilities at local level, to pursue with determination the fight against doping and spectator violence, to combat discrimination of all sorts. We have done this with the resolve and authority of a human rights organisation because these are not simply sports issues – they are first and foremost human rights issues.

And yet, as you know, we are changing the way in which we deal with sport. No doubt, you have heard that the Council of Europe has limited financial resources and that we need to make tough budget choices. No doubt, you have been told that the proposal to discontinue the activities of the Steering Committee on Sport, has been made in the context of budget discussions. All this is true, but it is only a part of the story and not the part which matters most.

The Council of Europe is not in the business of cutting trees which bear fruit. There is a reason why we have proposed to replace the Steering Committee on Sport with a new structure. The mechanism for intergovernmental co-operation in sport at the Council of Europe has produced solid results but we face a new generation of challenges in sport which arise from the development of sport as a multi-billion global business which sometimes seeks to bend the rules of the game. 

Because we believe in turning difficulties into opportunities and choosing the means best fit to deliver results, we have chosen to propose a new co-operation mechanism for sport.

You certainly ask yourselves whether the Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport would be as equitable and transparent platform for co-operation at 49 as the Steering Committee on Sport has always been, or the private club of a privileged few.

It is true that we need 16 members in the starting blocks to create the Partial Agreement – this is a minimum, not a maximum. I am convinced that the Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport will not remain at 16. Because there are pressing issues in sport today which require concerted action by all countries in Europe.
New standards and mechanisms are needed in areas such as the fight against trafficking of doping substances; the rights of sportswomen and sportsmen, the protection of minors in sport, the regulation of activities of agents, clubs and betting societies… The list is long and the Independent European Sport Review is one of the serious studies which prove it. I am certain that no country in Europe would want to be a simple observer when policies are being agreed to address such issues.

You may also wonder whether the Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport will not become a place where those who pay the most call the shots. Well, if you reason this way, the whole Council of Europe or any other intergovernmental organisation could be considered a toy in the hands of its major contributors. I can assure you that at the Council of Europe we have enough safeguards to ensure that our institutions respect the principle of solidarity, honesty and, yes, fair play. 

Let us consider for a moment what would be the alternative to the Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport. A committee whose members will have to pay their way to meetings, and with practically no operational funds – a tiger in a cage too small for its body. 

In contrast, the Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport will benefit from greater institutional flexibility, fresh resources and a unique partnership with the sports movement in the development of policies and standards.

The Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport will provide a framework for the preparation of international treaties and other legal instruments, as well as Ministerial conferences, under the authority of the Committee of Ministers, for all Council of Europe member states. 

The Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport will be open to membership by the European Union and could thus provide for discussion on the legal environment for sport as defined by EU legislation. It will allow sports organisations to be genuine participants in policy-making – a key asset in the context of growing debate about the balance between self-regulation and regulation in sport. Even non-European countries can be members – quite an advantage when we as a continent need to create broader alliances and bring our values to the world level.

New challenges require new instruments: no matter how good you are, you no longer win a tennis tournament with a wooden racket. The Council of Europe is proposing to create such an instrument – an instrument which is flexible; powerful, transparent, participatory. We propose but of course, the choice lies with our member states, the choice is yours.  

You also have important decisions to make to affirm the European position and leadership in the World Anti-Doping Agency. Europe – the whole of Europe - should continue to be represented in the governing bodies of WADA by personalities who are motivated – and able – to defend the European vision of sport. Because Europe of the 49 represents the respect for human rights, good governance, justice and fair play, it should stand united and speak in one voice for these values vis-à-vis the world community. 

I wish you, I wish all of us, a very successful conference and hope to see you at the constitutive meeting of the Enlarged Partial Agreement for Sport.

Address by Ambassador Eleonora Petrova-Mitevska,

Representative of the Committee of Ministers
Mr Minister,

Madam Deputy Secretary General,

Ministers,

Ladies and gentlemen,

On behalf of the Committee of Ministers, I should like to extend my warmest thanks to you and congratulate you on organising this conference, which gives us a particularly well chosen and perfectly programmed opportunity to discuss the future of Council of Europe co-operation in the area of sport.  

It is well chosen, because there could not be a more dynamic and committed host country. Its sportspeople have for decades distinguished themselves at the highest level in world sport and its authorities can pride themselves on a long and successful period of co-operation with the Council of Europe in the area of sport.

It is perfectly programmed because the timing of this conference is crucial.  We are at a turning point when important decisions have to be taken on the future of our Organisation’s intergovernmental activities in the area of sport.

The Action Plan adopted at the Third Summit in May 2005 in Warsaw, is absolutely clear: it is essential that the effective operation of the Council of Europe reference texts in the field of sport and the implementation of the related activities be continued.

The Committee of Ministers wishes to thank the Ad hoc Committee for the Agreement on Sport, which has prepared a feasibility study that clearly and exhaustively sets out the issues involved in sports co-operation and the different options available to us.  It has been most useful in enabling the member states to determine their position of principle with a view to the discussion we are going to hold at this conference.  

Admittedly, opinions on the option to be taken may still diverge.  At this stage, however, the general trend emerging among the member states seems to me to be in favour of drawing up a new enlarged partial agreement on sport.  That being said, whatever the institutional framework we choose, it is important to preserve the Council of Europe’s unique position and assets in the area of sport.  

As a focus for the exchange of experience and good practices, sport has for a long time held a central position in intergovernmental co-operation in our Organisation.  It is one of the few areas whose scope exceeds purely national and political issues.  It arouses strong individual and collective feelings, but at the same time brings them together around a common ideal and thus creates an important basis for dialogue.  

We wished this dialogue to be as broad as possible, so pan-European sports co-operation now takes the form of a platform accessible to the 48 States Parties to the European Cultural Convention, which has also enabled countries like Belarus - which we greet among us here today - to take part in the Council of Europe’s activities for many years.  

The Committee of Ministers has adapted intergovernmental work to developments in sport, which, as a truly universal language, helps to strengthen the values of tolerance and respect and the guiding principles of the rule of law upheld by our Organisation.

Standard-setting instruments have been drawn up to develop and protect this tool for promoting democracy which plays such an important part in the lives of millions of Europeans.  You know these treaties which are the European Charter against Doping in Sport, the Code of Sports Ethics and above all, the European Convention  on Spectator Violence and Misbehaviour at Sports Events and the Anti-Doping Convention.  These strategic instruments define sport not only at European level but well beyond, since they establish the global prescriptive framework for the fair and balanced development of sport.

They are supplemented by a set of guidelines designed to help member states frame their national and European policies.  I should particularly like to mention Recommendation (2005)8 on the principles of good governance in sport, which the Committee of Ministers drew up in the spirit of the resolution on the same subject adopted in Budapest in October 2004 at the 10th Conference of European Ministers responsible for Sport, and addressed to the Council of Europe member states in April 2005.  In this recommendation the Committee of Ministers encourages governments to facilitate the application of democratic principles in the functioning of NGOs and sports federations and in sports policies and practices at national level.  It also urges them to develop close and equitable co-operation between the different stakeholders concerned in order to introduce and apply these principles.  

This prescriptive framework generates obligations for the governments, but also a series of very practical responsibilities for the Council of Europe.  As the Ad hoc Committee for the Agreement on Sport points out in its study, our Organisation has a duty to preserve the platform for exchange and co-operation which allows all the stakeholders concerned to act and interact, in order to pursue their involvement in sports issues of common interest and define a European position in relations with the world community.  

The Committee of Ministers is aware that the process of reorganising the Council of Europe’s activities in this area must not have an adverse impact on sport, given the key position of sport in today’s society.  

So I should like to ask you to weigh up the issues carefully and capitalise on our Organisation’s unique experience and competence in the area of pan-European sports co-operation, so as to build on this model in a flexible manner.  The Council of Europe must continue to uphold the values of fairness, courage and solidarity attached to sport.

This brings me to the second part of our agenda, which is the representation of our Organisation in the World Anti-Doping Agency. 

I should like to emphasise first and foremost how important it is, after some years of relative exclusion, that the governments of the States Parties to the European Cultural Convention should play their proper part in combating doping.  WADA offers them a worldwide forum for the purpose and effectively supplements the Council of Europe Anti-Doping Convention, which is also open to all countries and provides the educational, scientific and legal framework for action against doping.

The Committee of Ministers therefore considers it important that the governments should fully exercise their responsibilities with regard to WADA, not only by giving it all the attention and support it deserves, but also by actively and consistently supporting the European co-ordination machinery that has been set up.

Thank you for your attention.

Contribution by Mr Hancock
Representative of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe

Ministers,

Ladies and gentlemen,

As a former Chairman of the Assembly Sub-Committee on Youth and Sport it is a pleasure for me to represent the Parliamentary Assembly in this 17th Informal Meeting of European Sports Ministers.

Let me start by conveying to you the best wishes of Mr René van der Linden, President of the Parliamentary Assembly and of Mr André Schneider, the present Chairman of the Sub-Committee of Youth and Sport.

As another former Chair of that Sub-Committee (Tony Banks) used to put it “many more people are interested in sport than in politics”. Sport has considerable impact on the economy, on the media, on health and on the everyday life of millions of Europeans. 

Young people look at successful athletes as role models and therefore sport is one of the most important “tools” to spread our values. 

Europe is the world superpower in sport. It showed it last summer when the four semi-finalists in the football world cup were all European; it proved it again last month when it dominated the United States in the Ryder Cup. The European sports model has set the standards for the whole world.

The Council of Europe has been active in the field of sport for thirty years, contributing to such standard setting in particular with the Convention on spectator violence, the anti-doping Convention, the Code of sports ethics and the European Sports Charter.

The European Union, which does not yet have specific competence in sport, is increasingly active in this field and particularly with respect to professional sport (who does not remember Bosman?)

Sport and European cooperation in the field of sport are at a turning point and several instances in Europe are discussing their future.

In the Council of Europe proposals are being made to replace the former structure for intergovernmental cooperation in sports in the framework of the European Cultural Convention by an Enlarged Partial Agreement. These are on our table here in Moscow.

A European Independent Sports Review has been produced that makes recommendations for determining the future relationship between sport and politics in the wider European area. These are to be discussed by the Ministers of the “25” in November. Mr Arnaut, the author of the review and my colleague in the Assembly, will present the review later.

Issues such as discrimination, racism and xenophobia, bad governance, lack of transparency and corruption, club ownership, financing and betting, the links between high level sport and sports for all and many others must be addressed. 

The Parliamentary Assembly has championed the role of the Council of Europe and itself in the past dealt with specific issues such as discrimination against women, young people in high level sport, Europe and professional sport, football hooliganism and doping in sport. Three weeks ago it held a joint Conference with UEFA “Play Fair with Sport”, where these issues were discussed. The conclusions of the Conference are at your disposal.

The Sports field is large enough for multiple players to co-exist. International organisations, sports organisations at national and international levels, national governments and parliaments, local authorities, all have a role to play. Cooperation between them should however be enhanced.

The Assembly believes that the Council of Europe should continue to be active in the field of sports policies, building on its past work, its experience and its unique pan-European dimension. The setting up of a “European Sports Agency” for the 25 (soon 27) members of the European Union might not be possible for some time and such agency would certainly not be allowed to rule over the whole of Europe.

A new platform is needed for pan-European sports cooperation, flexible enough to address the rapidly changing world of sport and where European sports organisations can take an active part, along governments, in the decision-making process. This would be a concrete step in building an alliance between sport and politics. Such a platform could be the Enlarged Partial Agreement and ideally it would be sufficiently large to include the 49 countries of the present structure.

It should however be given the means to succeed.

Two weeks ago, on the occasion of a rather depressing Assembly debate on the budget of the Council of Europe, I had the opportunity to refer to the continuing decrease of this and stated that “if we continue in this way we will submit ourselves to absolute ridicule and contempt – and rightly so. If we continue to spread resources so thinly, in the end we shall cease to be effective. In some instances, it might even be that we have achieved that already”.

Some say to us “Stick to your core issues.” But education and culture (and sport) are the very things that hold society together, that create a fabric of well-being, that give people confidence in themselves and their country. If that is taken away, if that collapses, the core issues of human rights, the rule of law and the ability to vote will all be threatened. Part of our responsibility is not only to protect and fight for those rights, but to ensure that where they are, they remain.

Thank you for your attention.

Contribution by Günther Krug, 

member of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities 

of the Council of Europe
Sport is an important means of fostering participation and integration in society.

The concepts of participation and integration, which should go hand in hand wherever possible, are useful tools for achieving greater political involvement and reducing political disaffection in our complex and increasingly global society.  

In Germany, we have recognised that commitment and participation in the case of young people must be a key focus of all government activity, regardless of our political allegiances. 

With many young people, however, the conditions for greater involvement simply do not exist: they have too little trust in politicians, they often have little interest in politics and they just do not care or know too little about their rights and practical opportunities for participation. 

In this connection, sport can play a decisive role in helping them to acquire key social and other skills such as ability to work in a team, motivation, ability to cope with conflict, a sense of responsibility and willingness to co-operate. 

I should therefore like to take this opportunity to give you a few examples of the German approach to sport as a means of increasing integration and participation.

In our view, sport is a way of experiencing integration hands-on and together with other people.  Integration and sport complement each other ideally. 

Sport fosters cohesion in our society and builds mutual trust, allowing exchanges between people from different countries of origin and cultural backgrounds.  Linguistic barriers are overcome and cultural prejudices fade away.

People from around 180 different countries live in my home city of Berlin, where around 13% of the total population are not of German origin and have different linguistic, religious, cultural and social traditions and backgrounds.  Sport reaches out to people with different beliefs, bringing them together in joint activities.  People with different characters, attitudes and lifestyles come together and learn from one another, thereby making a decisive contribution to the integration of different social groups. 

In Berlin, 18 so-called “lead associations” have been set up to work in problem neighbourhoods.  The idea is to go into such neighbourhoods and reach out to their inhabitants.  These sport associations are supplemented by “co-operation clubs” which go beyond sport and offer general advice, help with homework and support with language problems. 

I firmly believe that the authorities need to reach out to the public in the services they provide.  The attractiveness of sport is something we should capitalise on at local and regional level. 

Sport also offers opportunities for self-fulfilment and developing self-confidence, although the relevant rules and the necessary fair-play must always come first.  Accepting rules and sporting opponents helps foster equal opportunities between men and women and can also play a part in developing important social skills that are of crucial importance to the social cohesion of a town or region. 

Sport offers opportunities for all citizens, regardless of their social status or background.  It therefore makes an important contribution to tolerant, democratic co-existence and fosters social cohesion in society as a whole. 

However, it should not be seen as the only means here, but should be designed usefully to complement other social institutions, for instance, school education and the activities of social workers in disadvantaged neighbourhoods. 

That is why the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities is focusing so strongly on the theme of “Integration through Sport.”  The Mayor of Stuttgart, Dr Wolfgang Schuster, is the Congress rapporteur on the subject and is able to contribute valuable insights from his city’s extensive experience in the area, which clearly can serve as best practices for other towns and cities. 

A widely acclaimed example here was the “Stand up, Speak up”: 2006 Street Football for Tolerance World Cup in Baden-Württemberg. 

14 towns in the whole of Baden-Württemberg took part in this mini world cup for tolerance and against racism. 

Some 2 500 boys and girls of between 11 and 18 years of age played in mixed 4:4 teams in the hope of being one of the 50 teams to qualify for the finals in Stuttgart.  Each team represented one of the 32 FIFA nations that took part in the real football world cup.  The 50 best and fairest teams from the 14 different towns where matches were played travelled to Stuttgart for the final.

In this overall context and as part of the Europe-wide “Stand Up, Speak Up” campaign (against racism and the exclusion of minorities in football, www.standupspeakup.com), the Street Football for Tolerance and Against Racism World Championship in Baden-Württemberg acted as an ambassador for a fair and trouble-free 2006 football world cup.

The City of Stuttgart is planning to hold a European congress on “Integration through Sport” in Stuttgart on 22 and 23 January 2007 with a view to building a European network and giving further impetus to this approach to integration.  The Congress of Local and Regional Authorities will be co-organiser. 

Our work here in Moscow forms part of the European efforts to establish binding rules on a Europe-wide basis.  Sport, fair-play and anti-doping measures on the one hand, combined with the rejection of violence and racism on the other, unite us all here. 

I therefore particularly welcome the initiative of the Russian Chairmanship of the Council of Europe aimed at pooling experiences from the various Council of Europe bodies and thereby making a key contribution to the sharing of best practice models and the establishment of effective networks. 

We must make sure that children and young people at all levels learn to see themselves as part of our society.  In this connection, sport acts as a bridge which brings together on an informal basis people who otherwise would probably never have had anything in common.

I would urge us all to act according to the motto: “Do good work and spread the word.”  That is the only way of really making people aware of the work done by the Council of Europe’s members and its various bodies, while also expanding and consolidating the necessary public support. 

In this connection, I wholeheartedly support the substantial work done by the Council of Europe’s Youth and Sport Directorate and I support the creation of a Council of Europe Partial Agreement on Sport as a key element of the competence of the Organisation.  

In this spirit, I would urge us all to do our bit so that sport can develop its positive social role to the full.  I hope we have a successful and enjoyable conference.

Contribution by Mr Vyacheslav FETISOV 

Head of the Federal Agency of Physical Culture and Sport (Russia)
It is a great honour for me to welcome here today all of you, those people who work in favour of the future development and sports. I am pleased to see in this hall my colleagues - ministers of sport of the European countries, as well as the high level representatives of international organisations, namely the United Nations and Unesco, leaders of many non-governmental organisations and unions, deputies of national parliaments, policy makers and sports experts. 

The conference of today takes place within the programme of the Chairmanship of the Russian Federation of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe. Our meeting became possible thanks to the strong support of the Council of Europe, and first of all I would like to thank with all my heart representatives of this respectful organisation. 

I have a special feeling of pleasure of welcoming our guests in one of the most beautiful and sports capitals of the world - in Moscow. I have grown up in this city and as all citizens of Russia, I am proud of it. Currently 620 Olympic champions live in Moscow, and some of them are present here today.

Ladies and gentlemen, 

In Russia (which is a member-state of the Council of Europe and which is at present the Chair of its Committee of Ministers), I am entrusted to head the Federal agency - the state body responsible for the development of physical training and sports. Firstly, I would like to note that sport in our country is definitely a national priority. All branches of the governmental power are being involved in the development of sports sphere.


We have two general guidelines for our activities, namely sport of the highest achievements and sport for all.  Both directions are indissolubly connected in the work of the Federal agency. We represent sport in the form of a pyramid, which is based on sports for all, and the Olympic victories are at its top.

Sports success means not only a prestige of a country and a positive factor of the international policy. The degree of involvement in sports of the population of the country is the way of settling both problems of health of a nation and demography issues, as well as it is a universal tool for solving many social, political and economic problems. 
We have established a system of mass competitions. Millions of our fellow citizens are preparing systematically to the annually main mass sports events. The mostly famous of them are the "Ski track of Russia", "Cross-country of the nations’. 

Anywhere in the world such a phenomenon exists. People in all regions of our huge country come on a line, on a ski track, on stadiums with the whole families. The state spends serious money for the organization of these activities. But it is the case, when the invested recourses will justify themselves several times. 

Let me tell you about one more unique mass movement which is the so-called Spaktakiadas. These are complex competitions in strategic kinds of sports. Our Federal agency together with the Russian regions has adjusted regular carrying out of the summer and winter pupils and students Spaktakiadas. More than 10 million children and teenagers are involved. Participants of the finals are our Olympic prospect.

The most powerful proof of the state attention of to our field is the confident growth of its financing. For five years it has increased ten times. 

The Federal target programme for the period of ten years has just been adopted and started to be implemented. Its main aim is to increase the number of citizens of Russia which are going in for sports on a regular basis, with present 12 percent up to 30 percent. The key task of the programme is the construction of almost four thousand sports objects. The programme provides an unprecedented for the whole history of the country investment of resources for the development of a sports infrastructure.

As it is known, the Russian city of Sochi has become a city-candidate for having the right of carrying out of the Winter Olympic Games in 2014. The idea of carrying out of the largest international competitions finds the confident support of the citizens of our country, the government and the president. The promotion of Sochi is the unique project, which regardless a decision of the World Olympic Committee will give a powerful impulse for the development of the whole Russian region.

Now it is possible to include into the number of priority directions of our work the youth and student's sport. We sent an application for the organisation and carrying out of the World Summer University Games in 2011. This is the second after the Olympic Games (from the level of importance and representation) international complex sports event. We hope that the University Games will be successfully held in the city of Kazan.

We pay special attention to anti-doping issues. Russia participates actively in the wide-scale activities of WADA. Results of our efforts were appreciated rather high by Jacques Rogges, President of the International Olympic Committee, who has just visited Moscow. 

We have noticeably moved ahead towards ratification of the International Anti-Doping Convention. The convention is a subject to ratification according to the Russian Federal law on the international contracts of the Russian Federation, as it touches upon questions which are not stipulated by the legislation of the Russian Federation. A federal law on anti-doping in sports is required to be adopted for the implementation of the Convention. 

The government of the Russian Federation has already approved this draft document and has agreed to send the International Anti-Doping Convention to the State Duma for ratification.
The Council of Europe has rendered me a high trust, having enabled to work as a member of the foundation board of this influential international organisation. Since last year, I am the head of the Athletes Committee of WADA. The government of Russia has addressed the Secretariat of the Council of Europe this year, with the request to nominate my candidate on the post of Vice-Chair of WADA. I am grateful to everyone who is seeing in my person the worthy representative of Russia and Europe at the front struggle against doping in sports.

We study and implement actively the advanced European experience in the sphere of legislation. Recently the government of Russia has approved a draft of a new Law on sports which, certainly, will salutarily affect democratic development of sports, and will promote formation of more progressive sports policy.

I am convinced, that at present there is no other so effective, universal and clear tool of human activity, as it is in sport. Sport means clear and general rules for all. These are principles of fair play and the concept of team spirit and mutual assistance. Sport is an uncompromising contest and the strongest basis for unification and friendship between people.

I also am convinced that the honour task of sports development gives the full answers to the main directions of the Council of Europe activity. Namely, the search of joint decisions of social problems, on topical questions for many European countries, such as issues of national minorities, xenophobia, intolerance, protection of environment, drugs and alcohol, especially among young men.

We have strong working contacts with the Council of Europe Secretariat. I would like to express my special gratitude to Terry Davis, Secretary General of the Council of Europe. We have full mutual understanding with Mr. René Van der Linden, President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe. Such a meaningful dialogue has been in the big degree promoted by our partner and the colleague Ralf-René Weingaertner, Director of youth and sport of the Council of Europe. 

The Framework programme of co-operation in the field of sports was signed by us in March, 2005. The following main aspects of joint work are incorporated of this program: consultations in the field of legislation and policy, reforming of sports system, social cohesion and sport, sport for all and a healthy life style, prevention of violence and misbehaviour of spectators.
Participants of our conference are expected to express their views concerning the Partial agreement on sport soon. I am assured that this project has good prospects. Not going into details of forthcoming debate, I would like to offer you an idea which has already been discussed yesterday with a number of my colleagues-ministers.
It seems interesting for us to organise on a regular base an International children's or youth games, as the analogue to the Olympics. Preparation and carrying out of such competitions would fully meet needs of all countries of Europe, many of which do not see any practical sense in operating of some international structures. 

Russia could take the responsibility on preparation of the first Games, which would be held in the periods between winter and summer Olympic Games. Moscow has good experience of carrying out of the World Youth Games (around 14 000 participants) and Games of the CIS countries and the Baltic (about 10 000 participants). 

Being the professional sportsman, during my 23 sports seasons I have lead thousand games. Believe me that I remember till now my very first international youth tournament. I am assured that it was there, when I have seen my sports future. 

Let's think together of how to enable our children to compete among themselves and to be friends - despite of borders. In this case also for us, adults, does not remain anything else, but to follow their example.

Thank you.

Appendix 1: Resolutions
Resolution I

on the Future pan-European Sports Co-operation

The European Ministers responsible for Sport, meeting in Moscow for their 17th Informal Meeting from 20 to 21 October 2006:

Stressing the importance and significance of sport in modern society, notably from the political, social, cultural and economic perspectives;

Recalling the Action Plan of the Third Summit of Heads of State and Government of the Council of Europe (Warsaw 16-17 May 2005), and attaching the great importance to promoting the role of sport in the process of building a more humane and inclusive Europe and the continuing the Council of Europe activities which serve as references in the field of sport;

Bearing in mind the results of the 50th anniversary of the European Cultural Convention, on the basis of which, and over many years, the Council of Europe has provided the platform for intergovernmental co-operation on questions related to sport; 

Conscious of the substantial work previously done by the Committee for the Development of Sport in developing policies designed to promote the pan-European sport co-operation;

Recognising that this co-operation, covering the whole continent, has led to the adoption of key texts for national and international sports policies, including three treaties, the European Sports Charter and the European Code of Sports Ethics, and other valuable documents showing the contribution of sport to modern society; 

Agreeing that this “acquis” provides a sound basis for developing future sport co-operation programmes in the Council of Europe; 

Reaffirming the importance for the future of European sport co-operation of close ties between the European Union and the Council of Europe;

Stressing the importance of avoiding overlapping of activities between the work programmes of the European Union and the Council of Europe in the area of sport; 

Convinced that there is a need to identify possible new ways of pan-European co-operation, to explore new partnerships in the field of sport and that it is necessary to define the future of such co-operation within the framework of the Council of Europe;
Having examined the Feasibility Study for the Agreement on Sport,

Resolve to:

WELCOME the results achieved by the Ad Hoc Committee on the Agreement on Sport (CAHAS) of the Council of Europe, in particular the Feasibility Study on the Agreement on Sport and the Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport (EPAS); 

CALL UPON the Council of Europe to continue its work in the field of pan-European sport co-operation; in particular the Council of Europe sports policy co-operation and the continuation of ministerial meetings;

INVITE the Committee of Ministers in accordance with the provisions of the Action Plan of the 3rd Summit, to make appropriate arrangements to ensure that the Council of Europe continues adequately to support the work of two Conventional Committees in sport [(European Convention on Spectator Violence and Misbehaviour at Sport Events and in particular at Football Matches (T-RV) and Anti-Doping Convention 

(T-DO)] on a regular basis, for the benefit of Europeans and of governments of member states in conformity with its own values and missions;

INVITE the Committee of Ministers to consider the conclusions of the Feasibility Study on the Agreement on Sport with a view to establishment of an Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport (EPAS) open to the accession of Council of Europe member States, other non-member States and, where appropriate, international organisations, the sports movements and non-governmental organisations;

NOTE that a few countries would have preferred to maintain the Committee for the Development of Sport, however, aware of the need to adapt the previous structure to the new challenges of future pan-European sports co-operation, call upon the member States of the Council of Europe to support the rapid establishment of the Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport (EPAS) and to consider acceding to it as soon as possible thereafter;

INVITE international sports federations to become active partners of an Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport (EPAS) as the European platform for structured dialogue and co-operation in the field of sport;

CONSIDER that the European Sports Charter (ESC) Indicators Report, Ljubljana SPRINT Round Table conclusions and Independent European Sports Review (IESR) outline an important path to protect the European sports model, and should be explored further in the context of pan-European sports co-operation.  They provide a useful starting point for discussions on a range of sporting issues for the Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport;

INVITE the Committee of Ministers to consider the introduction of sport in the future Memorandum of Understanding between the Council of Europe and the European Union, in order to promote co-ordination and to avoid overlapping or duplication of activities related to sport;

INVITE the Secretary General of the Council of Europe to report on the steps taken to give effect to this Resolution on the occasion of their next Conference.

Resolution II

on European co-operation in the fight against doping and European representation 

in the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) bodies
The European Ministers responsible for Sport, meeting in Moscow for the 17th Informal Meeting from 20 to 21 October 2006:

Bearing in mind that WADA is a unique worldwide organisation based on a partnership between the public authorities and the sport movement, in order to tackle the problem of doping; 

Recalling the commitment of the Copenhagen Declaration to abide by the principles of the World Anti-Doping Code through a Convention, and that the timely ratification of the International Convention against Doping in sport constitutes an essential expectation of the Sport movement to seal this alliance;

Expressing their satisfaction with the way the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) has developed since its creation in late 1999; 

Stressing the importance, in accordance with the partnership nature of WADA, of striking a balance in the funding of the agency, as well as between the representatives of public authorities and those of the Olympic Movement in positions of leadership within WADA;

Considering the decisions of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe:

· Decision Dec(2006)957/8.1, related to WADA Foundation Board

· Decision Dec(2006)956/8.2b, related to WADA Executive Committee

· Decision Dec(2006)956/8.2c, related to the European Co-ordination Forum on WADA;

Expressing their support that the candidate put forward by the European governments for the interim Vice-Chair of WADA for 2007 will be elected for the Chair position for 2008-2010;

Taking note of the upcoming opportunity to draw on the lessons learnt from the successful first years of existence of WADA, and to amend the World Anti-Doping Code accordingly, at the World Conference on Doping in Sport to be held in Madrid, Spain, from 15-17 November 2007;

Recognising that the European Co-operation Forum on WADA (CAHAMA) has achieved significant progress for the co-ordination of governmental positions on issues regarding WADA at pan-European level;

Welcoming the recent work of the Monitoring Group of the Anti-Doping Convention, in particular on the educational programmes, the contribution of social sciences to anti-doping, the Code revision, and the fight against trafficking of doping substances;

Resolve:

1.
To urge Member States to ratify, as soon as possible, the Anti-Doping Convention and its additional protocol, as well as the International Convention against Doping in Sport;

2.
To support the needed amendments of WADA’s constitution in order to establish the principle of rotation of the position of Chair of WADA between the Olympic Movement and the Public Authorities;

3.
To support the needed amendments of WADA’s constitution in order to allow for the election of a person from outside the Foundation Board to the position of Vice-Chair and Chair of WADA, and to therefore increase the number of seats in the WADA Board by two;

4.
To affirm its commitment for the co-operation within the European Co-ordination Forum on WADA in order to facilitate the building of a European consensus position on WADA issues and to defend this position with one voice in WADA bodies;

5
To co-operate on the preparation of a European consensus position related to the revision of the World Anti-Doping Code which will be discussed at the World Conference on Doping in Sport to be held in Madrid, Spain, from 15-17 November 2007; 

6.
To encourage consultation and co-operation with other regions, so that all public authorities representatives support only one candidate for the election to the Vice-Chair position to take place in November 2006 and to continue such consultation and co-operation for future elections to Chair and Vice-chair positions;

7.
To support the process of a study to enhance the effort against trafficking of doping substances and doping methods;

8. To urge the Committee of Ministers to express their preference on 25 October 2006 between Minister Fetisov and Minister Lamour and to designate one single candidate representing the public authorities for the position of interim Vice-Chair of WADA for 2007;

9.
That in case Minister Vyacheslav Fetisov is not designated as the European candidate representing the public authorities for the position of interim Vice-Chair of WADA for 2007, he will be strongly supported by European states to a leading role in / the Chair of the Unesco International Convention against Doping in Sport.

Approve:

1.
The designation of Minister Brian MIKKELSEN (Denmark) as the candidate to the position of European member of the WADA Executive Committee for 2007-2008;

2.
The designation of Minister Vyacheslav FETISOV (Russian Federation) as second member of the Foundation Board of WADA appointed by the Council of Europe, for the term of office 2007 to 2009.

Take note:

That in case Minister Lamour is designated as the European candidate representing the public authorities for the position of interim Vice-Chair of WADA for 2007, he will be designated as member of the Foundation Board appointed by the EU member states until the end of 2007.

That a large preference was expressed in the Informal meeting of European Sports Ministers in favour of the Minister Jean-Francois Lamour as the European candidate representing the public authorities for the position of interim Vice-Chair of WADA for 2007.

Resolution III

THE MINISTERS participating in the 17th Informal Ministerial Meeting of European Ministers responsible for Sport (Moscow, 20 to 21 October 2006),

Aware of the advantage of arranging personal contacts between the Ministers responsible for their governments’ policy in the sports field in order to foster the progress of co-operation in this area in Europe,

EXPRESS their warmest thanks to the Government of the Russian Federation for the excellent organisation of the 17th Informal Ministerial Meeting in Moscow and for its kind hospitality,

TAKE NOTE with gratitude of the invitation of the Minister of Sport of Greece to hold the 11th Conference of European Ministers responsible for Sport in Thessaloniki in 2008.

Appendix 2: Agenda

Thursday 19 October 

Afternoon
Arrivals and registrations in the Hotels 

15h00 – 18h00
Meeting of senior officials (President Hotel)

20h00
Welcome reception offered by Mr Vyacheslav FETISOV, 

Head of the Federal Agency for Physical Culture and Sport 

(Russian Federation) – (President Hotel)

Friday 20 October:

10h00 – 11h30
Opening of the Informal Meeting
1. Opening by:

· Ms Maud DE BOER-BUQUICCHIO, 
Deputy Secretary General of the Council of Europe 

· Mr Alexander ZHUKOV,

Deputy Prime Minister of the Russian Federation

-
Mr Serguei LAVROV


Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation


Break

· Ambassador Eleonora PETROVA MITEVSKA,

Representative of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe

· Mr Michael HANCOCK
Representative of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe

· Mr Günther KRUG,

Representative of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe

2.
Election of the Chair and Vice Chair 

3.
Adoption of the Agenda

4.
General Introduction by Mr Vyacheslav FETISOV,
Head of the Federal Agency for Physical Culture and Sport (Russian Federation)

5.
Presentation by Mr Adolf OGI, 

Special Adviser to the Secretary-General of the UN on Sport for Development and Peace
6.
Thematic presentation: Independent European Sport Review, by Mr José Luís ARNAUT


Member of Parliament of Portugal
Coffee break

12h00 – 13h00
7. Presentation and discussion of the theme

	Theme:  
Future pan-European Sports Co-operation


8.
Presentation of the results of the European Sports Charter (ESC) survey by Mr Jeannot KRECKE, Minister of Sports, Luxembourg

9.
Presentation of the results on Sprint Round Table by Dr Milan ZVER, Minister of Education and Sport, Slovenia 

10. Presentation of the Feasibility Study by Mr John Scott, Director of International Relations, UK Sport – Consultant of the Working Group on the Feasibility Study

Items of current political concern, including:

- 
Tour de table on current sports policy issues and priorities in member countries for determining the future of sport sector in the Council of Europe.

13h15
Luncheon hosted by the Secretary General of the Council of Europe in honour of Ministers and Heads of Delegations 
Luncheon for the members of Delegations 

15h00 – 18h15
Meeting continues


Contributions by Delegations on the theme (continued)

Expected outcome: 

Clear guidelines and political orientations for the future of pan-European Sports Co-operation within the Council of Europe. 

20h00
Dinner hosted by Mr Vyacheslav FETISOV,
Head of the Federal Agency for Physical Culture and Sport 

(Russian Federation)

(only with invitations)

Saturday, 21 October

09h00 – 12h00
11.
Presentation of the sub-theme
	Sub-theme:  
European co-operation in the fight against doping and European representation in the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) bodies


Items of current political concern, including:

· Relations with the World Anti-Doping Agency and nomination of the European region representatives to the WADA bodies

09h00-09h30
12.

Introductory presentation on WADA 



Recent achievements and current issues on co-operation between Public Authorities and the Sport Movement within WADA, by Brian MIKKELSEN, Minister of Culture and Sport, Denmark, vice-president of WADA

09h30-10h00
13.

Coordination of European public authorities within WADA

The experience of the European Co-ordination Forum on WADA, by Tomas JOHANSSON, Chair of the European Coordination Forum on WADA, Sports Director, Sweden


The procedural framework for the designation of candidates, by a representative of the Committee of Ministers (to be confirmed) 

10h00-12h00
14. Presentation of the candidates

5-10 minutes will be allocated to each candidate’s presentation for a position to be designated by the Ministerial Meeting (to be confirmed)

-
Tour de table on WADA issues and on the designation of candidates

Expected outcome: 

· Designation of a candidate to the position of Vice-Chair of WADA ad interim for 2007.

· Designation of a member of the WADA Foundation Board appointed by the Council of Europe for the term of office 2007 to 2009.

· Designation of the European candidate of public authorities for nomination by the WADA Foundation Board as a member of the WADA Executive Committee for 2007.


Coffee break

12h 00
15. Adoption of the final texts (resolutions and/or others)
12h15
16. Close of the Conference
12h30
Press Conference 

12h30 – 13h30
Lunch 

13h30 – 15h30
Sightseeing tour
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NETHERLANDS / PAYS-BAS

Mr Rob de VRIES, Director of the Sports Department, Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport
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RUSSIAN FEDERATION / FEDERATION DE RUSSIE

Mr Alexandr ZHUKOV, Deputy Prime Minister

Mr Sergey LAVROV, Minister of Foreign Affairs

Mr Vyacheslav FETISOV, Head of the Federal Agency for Physical Culture and Sport 
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Mr Aleksandar ŠOŠTAR, Director of the Sports Department, Ministry of Education and Sports, 
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Mr Miroslav VEPREK, Attaché Culturel, Ambassade de Suisse
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Mr Dragan GJURCHEVSKI, Head of Sport Sector, Agency of Youth and Sport

Mr Bojan GJORGJEV, Deputy Head of Sport Sector, Agency of Youth and Sport
Mr Aleksandar PUJOVSKI, Head of the International Co-operation Department, Agency of Youth and Sport 
TURKEY / TURQUIE

Ambassador Hasan GOGUS, Director General of multilateral and political affairs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Ms Ayca OSAFOGLU, Second Secretary, Embassy of Turkey 
UKRAINE

Mr Yuriy PAVLENKO, Minister, Ministry of Family, Children and Sports
Mr Miroslav DUTCHAK, Head of the Sport Department, Ministry of Family, Children and Sports
UNITED KINGDOM / ROYAUME-UNI
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Mr Mark BALCAR, Head of Professional Sport, Ministry for Sport, Department for Culture, Media and Sport
Mr William POWELL, Senior official, Ministry for Sport, Department for Culture, Media and Sport
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CONGRESS OF LOCAL AND REGIONAL AUTHORITIES OF EUROPE / 
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Mrs Gabriella BATTAINI-DRAGONI, Director General, DG IV

Mr Ralf-René WEINGÄRTNER, Director of Youth and Sport / Directeur de la Jeunesse et du Sport,

Ms Galina KUPRIYANOVA, Administrator, Directorate of Youth and Sport
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Mme Marie-Françoise GLATZ, Principal Administrative Assistant

Mme Dominique HUBER, Secretary 

Mme Maureen GEORGES-HIGGS, Secretary
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Melle Isabelle FLECKSTEINER, Secrétaire

Melle Patricia WODEY, Secrétaire

- PRESS OFFICE / BUREAU DE PRESSE

Ms Estelle STEINER, Press Officer 
Ms Oxana SUTYAGINA, Press Officer 
- INTERPRETERS / INTERPRETES
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M. Grigory SHKALIKOV 
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Mme Natalia IVASHCHENKO

M. Ghennadi KISSELEV
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MEXICO / MEXIQUE

Mr Luciano JOUBLANC, Ambassador, Embassy of Mexico
Mr Pablo LOZANO, Attaché, Embassy of Mexico
INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS / 

ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES

EUROPEAN COMMISSION / COMMISSION EUROPEENNE

M. Pierre MAIRESSE, Director of Youth, Sport and Relations with the Citizen, Directorate General EAC

Mr Michal KREJZA, Head of Sport Unit, Directorate General EAC
UNITED NATIONS / NATIONS UNIES

Mr Adolf OGI, Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on Sport for Development and Peace 
Mr David WINIGER, Special Assistant to the Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on Sport for Development and Peace 
Mr Robert RUOFF, Media Adviser of the Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on Sport for Development and Peace 
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WORLD HEALTH ORGANISATION (WHO) / 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE POUR LA SANTE (OMS)
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COMMUNITY OF THE INDEPENDENT STATES (CIS) / COMMUNAUTE DES ETATS INDEPENDANTS

Mr Vladimir GARKUN, First Deputy Head of the Executive Committee of Executive Secretary for CIS countries 
NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS / 

ORGANISATIONS NON-GOUVERNEMENTALES

EUROPEAN NON-GOVERNMENTAL SPORTS ORGANISATION (ENGSO)

Mr Bengt SEVELIUS, President, ENGSO 
Mrs Birgitta KERVINEN, Vice-president, ENGSO 
EUROPEAN WOMEN IN SPORT (EWS) 

Ms Athina KYRIAKIDOU, President of EWS, Cyprus Sport Organisation
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Mr Urs LINSI, General Secretary
Mr. Jérôme CHAMPAGNE, Special Advisor to the President

INDEPENDENT EUROPEAN SPORT REVIEW / ETUDE INDEPENDANTE  SUR LE SPORT EUROPEEN

M. José Luis ARNAUT, Président, Independent European Sport Review 
Mr Antonio CAMPINOS, Legal Adviser to the Chairman, Independent European Sport Review

INTERNATIONAL SPORT AND CULTURE ASSOCIATION (ISCA)

Mr Mogens KIRKEBY, President, International Sport and Culture Association 
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Mr Lennart JOHANNSON, President
Mr Lars-Christer OLSSON, Chief Executive 
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WORLD ANTI-DOPING AGENCY (WADA) / AGENCE MONDIALE ANTIDOPAGE (AMA)

Mr Jean-Pierre MOSER, Director, European Regional Office, World Anti-Doping Agency, 
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ORGANISERS / ORGANISATEURS

Mr Alexei TSYGANKOV, Federal Agency for Physical Culture and Sport

Mr Nikholai BOROVKOV, Federal Agency for Physical Culture and Sport

Ms Elena Tveritina, Head of the Information and Public Relations Division, Federal Agency for Physical Culture and Sport 
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Mr Oleg MALGINOV, Head of Humanitarian Co-operation and Human Rights Department, 

Mr Sergey RYABOV, Head of Pan-European Co-operation Department, 

Mr Andrey SMAGA, Chief of Division, Pan-European Co-operation Dept, 

Mr Yuriy SOKOLOV, First Secretary
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Mr Vladislav PAVLOV, Head of the Committee for physical culture and sport of Tver region

Ms Ludmila CHERNOVA, Head of the Department for physical culture and sport of Krasnodar region,

Mr Oleg SAITOV, Head of the Department for physical culture and sport of Samara region

- PARLIAMENTARY
Mr Ildar GILMUTDINOV, Deputy Head of the Committee for physical culture, sport and youth of the State Duma of the Russian Federation

Mr Ruslan GOSTEV, Deputy Head of the Committee for physical culture, sport and youth of the State Duma of the Russian Federation

Mr Arsen FADZAEV, Deputy Head of the Committee for physical culture, sport and youth of the State Duma of the Russian Federation

- STEERING COMMITTEE OF THE STATES RUSSIA AND BELARUS
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- ORGANISATIONS
Mr Alexander KATUSHEV, Executive Director of non-commercial organisation “The Foundation for support of Olympicians of Russia”

- OLYMPIC COMMITTEE

Mr Victor KHOTOCHKIN, First Vice-President

Mr Vitaly SMIRNOV, Honesty President

- RUSSIAN FOOTBALL UNION

Mr Vitaly MUTKO, President of the Russian Football Union

Mr Aleksey OVCHINNIKOV, Deputy General Director

Ms Ekaterina FEDISHINA, Chief of the International Department

Mr Oleg LAGUTIN, Assistant to the President of the Russian Football Union

Ms Evgenia KOVALEVA, Expert of the International Department
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INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE (IOC) / COMITE INTERNATIONAL OLYMPIQUE (CIO)

Appendix 4: Press release

European Ministers of Sport: an enlarged partial agreement to promote sport in Europe

Moscow, 23.10.2006 – The Ministers of Sport of the 49 countries party to the Council of Europe’s European Cultural Convention, meeting in Moscow on 20 and 21 October, recommended the establishment of an Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport (EPAS) to reinforce pan-European sports co-operation. The representatives of the sport movement, including UEFA, FIFA, ENGSO and ISCA, took part in this groundbreaking meeting to support discussions on this new platform of co-operation.

The Ministers underlined the importance of sport in building a more humane and inclusive Europe and encouraged member states and non-member states of the Council of Europe to accede to the EPAS as soon as possible. Other international organisations, international sports federations, as well as sports NGOs, have been invited to become active partners of the EPAS.

With a view to promote the values of the European sport model at world level, the ministers designated their representatives in the structures of the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA).

A large preference was expressed in favour of the designation of the French Minister, Jean-François Lamour, as the European candidate representing the public authorities for the position of interim Vice-Chair of the WADA for 2007.

The designation of the Danish Minister, Brian Mikkelsen, to the position of member of the WADA Executive Committee for 2007-2008 and the designation of the Russian Minister, Vyacheslav Fetisov, as a member of the WADA Foundation Board appointed by the Council of Europe for 2007-2009, were also approved.

The 11th Conference of European Ministers responsible for Sport will take place in Greece in 2008.

The resolutions adopted at the end of the meeting are available at www.coe.int/sport.
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