1050th meeting – 11 March 2009
[image: image1.emf]
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Item 8.1

11th Council of Europe Conference of Ministers responsible for Sport 
(Athens, Greece, 10-12 December 2008)
  Report of the Secretary General

(CM (2009)25)

Decisions:
The Deputies

1.
thanked the Greek Government for the excellent organisation of the 11th Council of Europe Conference of Ministers responsible for Sport (Athens, 10-12 December 2008) and thanked the Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport (EPAS) for initiating and preparing it;

2.
took note of the following resolutions adopted by the conference:


Resolution No. 1 on ethics in sport;


Resolution No. 2 on autonomy in sport;


Resolution No. 3 on current political issues on pan-European sports co-operation;

and agreed to bring them to the attention of their governments;

3.
instructed the Secretariat to transmit Resolution No. 3 to the Ad hoc European Committee for the World Anti-Doping Agency (CAHAMA), so that it may take account of the resolution in its work;

4.
instructed the Secretariat to transmit the three above-mentioned resolutions to the Parliamentary Assembly, the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe, the INGO Conference and to the different competent bodies of the Council of Europe for information and to take them into account in their work as appropriate;

5.
instructed the Secretariat to transmit the three above-mentioned resolutions to the European Union, for information;

6.
taking into account decisions 1 to 5 above, took note of the report of the Secretary General on the 11th Council of Europe Conference of Ministers responsible for Sport, as it appears in document CM(2009)25, as a whole.

Ministers’ Deputies

CM Documents
CM(2009)25     29 January 2009

——————————————

1050 Meeting, 11 March 2009
8 Youth and sport

8.1 11th Council of Europe Conference of Ministers responsible for Sport (Athens, 11-12 December 2008) – Report by the Secretary General
Item to be prepared by the GR-C at its meeting on 19 February 2009
——————————————

Introduction

1.
The 11th Session of the Conference of Ministers responsible for Sport took place in Athens on 11 and 12 December 2008 at the invitation of the Greek government. The agenda, list of participants and adopted texts are set out in Appendixes 1 to 3 of this report.

2.
The Conference featured 143 delegates from 44 countries, including 20 participants at Ministerial or Secretary of State level.

3.
The Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport (EPAS) held a final preparatory meeting of the Senior Officials of all participating states on the eve of the Conference. This meeting was chaired by Ms Kristina GÖNTER, Chair of the Governing Board of the EPAS, assisted by Mr Peter de KLERK, Chair of the ad hoc European Committee for the World Anti-Doping Agency (CAHAMA), for questions concerning the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA).

4.
Mr Giannis IOANNIDIS, Deputy Minister of Culture with responsibility for Sport, Greece, was elected Chair of the Conference, and Mr Azad RAHIMOV, Minister of Youth and Sport, Azerbaijan, was elected Vice-Chair.

5.
The main theme of the Conference was “Ethics and Autonomy in Sport” in response to the Action Plan of the Third Summit of Heads of State and Government of the Council of Europe (Warsaw 16-17 May 2005), which stresses the importance of promoting the role of sport and the need to continue the Council of Europe activities which serve as references in the field of sport as a contribution to building a more “humane and inclusive Europe”.
The Conference also addressed topical political issues such as European co-operation in preventing doping and European representation on the bodies of the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA).

6.
The Deputy Secretary General declared the Conference open and made an opening address
.
7.
Mr Giannis IOANNIDIS, Deputy Minister of Culture with responsibility for Sport, Greece, then addressed the Conference as the representative of the Greek government.

8.
The Representative of the Chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe, 
Mr Jaime LISSAVETZKY (State Secretary for Sport, Spain) and the Representative of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, Mr José Louis ARNAULT, addressed the Ministers at the opening session.  
9.
Mr Giannis IOANNIDIS made the general presentation of the themes.

Ethics and autonomy in sport

10.
The theme “Ethics in Sport” was presented by Mr Lambros COULOUBARITSIS, Emeritus Professor at Brussels Free University and Member of the Royal Academy of Belgium, and Mr Sigmund LOLAND, Professor and Rector of the Norwegian School of Sport Sciences, who in turn opened the discussions on the historical and philosophical background of the ethics of sport and the new challenges to sports ethics. Mr Jukka PEKKALA, speaking on behalf of the European Non-Governmental Sport Organisation (ENGSO), presented these issues from the sports movement perspective.

The theme “Autonomy in Sport” was introduced by Mr Jean-Loup CHAPPELET, Professor and Director of the Swiss Graduate School of Public Administration, Lausanne, Switzerland, who presented an empirical and historical survey, based on data collected by the EPAS. Mr Patrick HICKEY, President of the European Olympic Committee, and Mr Jeannot KRECKE, Minister of Economy and External Commerce and Minister of Sport of Luxembourg, opened the debate from the Olympic movement perspective and presented policy implications of this issue.

11.
Ten delegations (Serbia, Cyprus, Germany, the Holy See, Malta, Norway, Poland, Netherlands, Czech Republic and Belarus) presented their contributions. They spoke of the need to establish closer 
co-operation between states and the organisations which form the basis of the national and international sports movement, mobilise the public authorities and the sports movement to promote ethics, set up a training project for young people, introduce incentives to support athletes, promote autonomy without focusing on too strict a definition, the possibility of stepping up the public authorities’ involvement in combating trafficking in young sportsmen and women (in particular minors), the need to counter corruption and match fixing as well as the advisability of continuing and extending the study on autonomy in the 49 countries party to the European Cultural Convention.

Current political issues on Pan-European Sports Co-operation
Involvement of European public authorities in the Word Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) 

12. 
Concerning the designation of the European member of the WADA Executive Committee for 2009-2010, at the end of the informal consultation, the candidate from Luxembourg, Mr Jeannot KRECKE, withdrew his candidature and Mr Jaime LISSAVETZKY, from Spain, was appointed by acclamation.

13. 
Ms Maud de BOER-BUQUICCHIO, Deputy Secretary General of the Council of Europe, introduced the debate and stressed the need for WADA to clarify its statutes and regulations and to reconsider its “International Standard for the Protection of Privacy and Personal Information” in the light of European standards and in particular of human rights.

14. 
Mr Peter de KLERK, CAHAMA Chairperson, reported on ongoing projects, such as the revision of WADA’s statute, clarification of co-ordination with other continents’ public authorities and better balance between European influence and contributions within WADA.

15. 
Mr David HOWMAN, WADA Director General, presented WADA’s perspective and, with regard to the sensitive issues raised, underlined the important role Europe played in WADA and asked participants to submit the amendments they would like to see made to the “International Standard for the Protection of Privacy and Personal Information” in writing so that they could be considered. 

White Paper and Lisbon Treaty 

16. 
Mr Hugues MOUTOUH, Director of the Private Office of the Secretary of State for Youth, Sport and Leisure Associations, France, presented a summary of the French presidency of the European Union and listed the actions taken by France in the field of sport, which it intended to continue (dual training for athletes, the specificity of sports and clearer application of Community legislation). 

17.
Mr Pierre MAIRESSE, Director, Directorate for Youth, Sport and Citizenship of the European Commission, pointed out that despite the fact that sport did not fall within the European Union’s remit, it had established an action plan in the field of sport but did not wish to duplicate the work of the Council of Europe, which could count on its full co-operation and team-spirit. He underlined the fact that the EU endorsed the Council of Europe’s position vis-à-vis WADA.

Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport (EPAS) and dialogue with the sport movement 

18. 
Ms Krisztina GÖNTER, Chair of the EPAS Governing Board, presented the EPAS and its specific features. She described the progress made since its establishment in 2007 and presented both past and forthcoming activities to enhance its aim.

Contributions by the delegations

19.
Sixteen delegations made contributions (Germany, Serbia, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, Belarus, Azerbaijan, Norway, Austria, Sweden, Finland, Armenia, Slovakia, Italy, the Netherlands and France) on differences between Europe and WADA, such as the need to maintain dialogue with WADA in a consensual approach and suggested that WADA revise its statute and reconsider its standard, which is not applicable in Europe.  One delegation suggested introducing a liaison officer between European public authorities and WADA, to be provided by Europe.  The Russian Federation endorsed Mr FETISOV’s present position within WADA’s Foundation Board and said that their ministry would give him their full backing.

20. 
Norway and Sweden encouraged all countries to join the EPAS; closer co-operation with the EU and the EPAS was unanimously advocated. The Russian Federation said it was prepared to join EPAS in 2009. Italy and Armenia said that they also intended to become members very soon. Finland urged EPAS to give priority to standard-setting and monitoring.

Closing session

21.
The Ministers amended and adopted three resolutions concerning the priorities expressed by the member states of the EPAS and the sports movement (Appendix 3).
22.
Mr Michel PLATINI, President of UEFA, said that the UEFA policy was clear and totally unambiguous: a zero tolerance approach towards racism, discrimination and all types of corruption. He called for a strengthening of the existing co-operation among organisations committed to combating trafficking in young footballers and its devastating consequences for European training centres and for young players’ mental health and education. 

23.
The Deputy Secretary General of the Council of Europe paid tribute to the Greek authorities and thanked them for the excellent organisation of the Conference as well as  for the warm welcome given to the participants.

24.
The Ministers thanked the Greek authorities for hosting the Conference and for their warm hospitality. They also thanked the Minister of Youth and Sport of Azerbaijan for his invitation to hold the next informal meeting in Baku in 2010.

Outcomes and prospects

25.
The Council of Europe Conference of Ministers responsible for Sport is the only political forum addressing sports issues at a pan-European level.

- This 11th Conference provided an opportunity for member states to define the principles regarding autonomy in sport. These principles may help EPAS to explain the notion of autonomy in a political recommendation and to settle controversial cases regarding autonomy infringement, in co-operation with the sport movement. 

- On ethics in sport, the Conference identified some new challenges and proposals for future standards that could be drawn-up by the EPAS, in particular on the trafficking of young athletes and corruption/match-fixing in sport. 

- On pan-European sport co-operation, the Conference stressed the unique role of the Council of Europe with its EPAS, and supported the reinforcement of closer co-operation with the UE.

- The Conference allowed the delegates to take a stand at a political level on the current difficult issues regarding WADA, and to appoint the new European representative to the WADA Executive Committee.

- The Conference decided to keep the door open for an extraordinary ministerial meeting in 2009, should this be considered as necessary to follow-up the issues addressed in Athens.

* * * * *

Appendix 1

Agenda

1.
Opening of the 11th Ministerial Conference:
· Address by Ms Maud de BOER-BUQUICCHIO, Deputy Secretary General of the Council of Europe 

· Address by Mr Giannis IOANNIDIS, Deputy Minister of Culture with responsibility for Sport – Greece

· Address by Mr Jaime LISSAVETZKY, Secretary of State for Sport – Spain, Representative of the Chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe

· Address by Mr José Luis ARNAUT, Representative of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe

2.
Adoption of the Agenda

3.
Election of the Chair and Vice-Chair 

4.
General Introduction by Mr Giannis IOANNIDIS, Deputy Minister of Culture with responsibility for Sport - Greece

Theme I: Ethics and Autonomy in Sport 

5. 
Presentations of Theme I

5.1       Introduction on Ethics in Sport 

5.2
Introduction on Autonomy in Sport

6.
Contributions by Delegations on Theme I (tour de table)

Theme II: Current political issues on Pan-European Sports Co-operation 

7.
Presentations of Theme II 

7.1
Sub-theme: Involvement of European public authorities in the Word Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) Presentation of the candidates to the ExCo

7.2

Sub-theme: Involvement of European public authorities in the Word Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) – General introduction

7.3
Sub-theme: European Union: White paper and Lisbon Treaty

7.4

Sub-theme: Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport (EPAS)

8.
Contributions by Delegations on Theme II (tour de table)

9.

Concluding comments on behalf of the Sport movement

- Mr Michel PLATINI , President of UEFA

10.

Adoption of the final texts (resolutions and/or others) and 

Close of the Conference

- Ms Maud de BOER-BUQUICCHIO, Deputy Secretary General of the Council of Europe 

- Mr Giannis IOANNIDIS, Deputy Minister of Culture with responsibility for Sport – Greece
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LIST OF HEADS OF DELEGATION / LISTE DES CHEFS DE DÉLÉGATIONS

ANDORRA / ANDORRE

M. Victor FILLOY, Secrétaire d’Etat au Sport et à la Jeunesse

ARMENIA / ARMÉNIE

Ms Karine YESAYAN, Ministry of Sport and Youth Affairs 

AUSTRIA / AUTRICHE

Mr Harald TREIBER, Head of Department, Director, Federal Chancellery

AZERBAIJAN / AZERBAÏDJAN

Mr Azad RAHIMOV, Minister of Youth and Sport

BELARUS

Mr Aleksander GRIGOROV, Minister of Sports and Tourism

BELGIUM / BELGIQUE 

M. Michel DAERDEN, Vice Président et Ministre du Budget, Finances, Administration publique et sport

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA / BOSNIE-HERZÉGOVINE

Mr Milovan BLAGOJEVIC, Ambassador 

CROATIA / CROATIE

Ms Marina SEGVIC, First Secretary, Embassy of the Republic of Croatia in the Hellenic Republic

CYPRUS / CHYPRE 

Mr Nicos KARTAKOULLIS, Minister, President of the Cyprus Sport Organization

CZECH REPUBLIC / RÉPUBLIQUE TCHÈQUE

Mr Jan PREROVSKY, Senior Officer, Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports

DENMARK / DANEMARK

Ms Bente SKOVGAARD KRISTENSEN, Head of Division, Sports Director, Ministry of Culture 

ESTONIA / ESTONIE

Mr Tonu SEIL, Secretary General, Ministry of Culture 

FINLAND / FINLANDE

Mr Carl HAGLUND, State Secretary, Ministry of Education

FRANCE

M. Hugues MOUTOUH, Directeur de Cabinet du Secrétaire d’Etat chargé des sports, de la jeunesse et de la vie associative

GEORGIA / GEORGIE 

Mr Tamaz TEVZADZE, Minister Advisor, Ministry of Culture, Monument Protection and Sport 

GERMANY / ALLEMAGNE

Mr Christoph BERGNER, Deputy Minister, Federal Ministry of the Interior

Mr Lorenz CAFFIER, Minister, Sports Minister Conference Lander

GREECE / GRECE

Mr Giannis IOANNIDIS, Deputy Minister of Culture with responsibilities for Sport

HOLY SEE / SAINT-SIEGE

ARCHBISHOP Patrick COVENEY, Head of Delegation

HUNGARY / HONGRIE

Ms Krisztina GÖNTER, Senior Advisor, Ministry of Local Government, Sports Directorate

ITALY / ITALIE

Mr Rocco CRIMI, Secretary of State, Presidency of Council of Ministers 

LATVIA / LETTONIE

Ms Linda GULBE, Head of Sports Institutions and Organizations Division, Ministry of Education and Science 

LITHUANIA / LITUANIE

Mr Sigitas STASIULIS, Chief International Relations Officer, Department of Physical Education and Sports 

LUXEMBOURG

M. Jeannot KRECKE, Ministre de l’Economie et du Commerce Extérieur, Ministre des Sports

MALTA / MALTE

Hon. Mr Clyde PULI, Parliamentary Secretary for Youth and Sport

MOLDOVA

Ms Svetlana BOGATU, Financial Director of the Sport Agency

MONACO

Mme Sylvie BERTRAND, Directeur du Sport, Gouvernement de la Principauté de Monaco 

MONTENEGRO / MONTÉΝÉGRO

Mr Dragan IVANOVIC, Minister Adviser for Sport, Ministry of Culture, Sports and Media 

NETHERLANDS / PAYS-BAS

Mr Bart ZIJLSTRA, Director, Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport

NORWAY / NORVÈGE

Mr Halvard INGEBRIGTSEN, State Secretary, Ministry of Culture and Church Affairs

POLAND / POLOGNE

Mr Adam GIERSZ, Secretary of State, Ministry of Sport and Tourism

PORTUGAL

Mr Jose Eduardo FANHA VIEIRA, Vice President, Sport Institute of Portugal

ROMANIA / ROUMANIE

Mr Octavian BELLU, Minister, President of the National Sports Agency

RUSSIAN FEDERATION / FEDERATION DE RUSSIE

Mr Gennady ALESHIN, Deputy Minister for Sport, Tourism and Youth Policy

SERBIA / SERBIE

Ms Snezana SAMARDZIC MARKOVIC, Minister of Youth and Sport

SLOVAK REPUBLIC / RÉPUBLIQUE SLOVAQUE

Ms Elena MALIKOVA, Director of Education and International Affairs Department, Ministry of Education

SLOVENIA / SLOVÉNIE 

Mr Simon STARCEK, Directorate for Sport, Ministry for Education and Sport

SPAIN / ESPAGNE

Mr Jaime LISSAVETZKY, Minister, High Council of Sports
SWEDEN / SUEDE

Mr Tomas JOHANSSON, Sport Director, Ministry of Culture 

SWITZERLAND / SUISSE 

M. Matthias REMUND, Directeur de l’Office Fédéral du Sport, Département fédéral de la défense, de la protection de la population et des sports

"ΤΗE FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA" / 

"L’EX-REPUBLIQUE YOUGOSLAVE DE MACÉDOINE"

Mr Dragan GJURCEVSKI, Director, Agency of Youth and Sport 

TURKEY / TURQUIE

Mr Tolga UCAK, Turkish Embassy in the Hellenic Republic

UKRAINE

Mr Valeriy SYBUKH, Ambassador of the Ukrainian Embassy in the Hellenic Republic

UNITED KINGDOM / ROYAUME-UNI

Mr Jonathan HUGHES, Head of Sport Unit, Department for Culture Media and Sport United Kingdom

COUNCIL OF EUROPE/ COUNSEIL DE L’EUROPE 
PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY / ASSEMBLÉE PARLEMENTAIRE

Mr Jose Luis ARNAUT, Representative of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe: Représentant l’Assemblée parlementaire du Conseil de l’Europe

ENLARGED PARTIAL AGREEMENT ON SPORT (EPAS)
Ms Kristina GÖNTER, Chair of the EPAS Governing Board

EUROPEAN CO-ORDINATION FORUM FOR THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE DISABILITY ACTION PLAN 2006/2015(CAHPAH) 

Ms Gerda HUISMAN, Senior Policy Officer, Ministry Health, Welfare and Sport 

OBSERVERS COUNTRIES / PAYS OBSERVATEURS

ISRAEL 
Mr Galeb MAJADLE, Minister, Ministry of Science, Culture and Sport

INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS / ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES

EUROPEAN COMMISSION / COMMISSION EUROPÉENNE

Mr Pierre MAIRESSE, Director for Youth, Sport and Relations to the Citizens, DGAC-Education and Culture

UNESCO

Mr Paul MARRIOTT-LLOYD, Programme Specialist: Anti-Doping

CONSEJO IBEROAMERICANO DEL DEPORTE / CONSEIL IBERO-AMERICAIN DU SPORT

Mr Fernando CACERES, President

INTERNATIONAL NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS / ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES NON GOUVERNEMENTALES

EUROPEAN NON-GOVERNMENTAL SPORTS ORGANISATION (ENGSO) / ORGANISATION EUROPEENNE NON-GOUVERNEMENTALE DU SPORT (ENGSO)

Represented by Mr Jukka PEKKALA

EUROPEAN OLYMPIC COMMITTEES / COMITÉS OLYMPIQUES EUROPÉENS

Mr Patrick HICKEY, President, European Olympic Committees, 

Representative of the International Olympic Committee 

PEACE AND SPORT

Mr Yann COELENBIER, Managing Director

UEFA

Mr Michel PLATINI, President

WORLD ANTI-DOPING AGENCY (WADA) / AGENCE MONDIALE ANTIDOPAGE (AMA)

Mr David HOWMAN, Director General 

EXPERTS

Prof. Lambros COULOUBARITSIS, Free University of Brussels, Member of the Royal Academy of Belgium.

Dr. Sigmund LOLAND, Professor, Rector of the Norwegian School of Sport Sciences

Mr Jean-Loup CHAPPELET, Professeur, Directeur de l’Institut des hautes études en administration publique (IDHEAP), Lausanne, Suisse

Mr Benjamin COHEN, IDHEAP

Ms Amandine BOUSIGUE, IDHEAP

SECRETARIAT GENERAL OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE / SECRETARIAT GENERAL DU CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE

Ms Maud DE BOER–BUQUICCHIO, Deputy Secretary General

DIRECTORATE GENERAL IV - EDUCATION, CULTURE AND HERITAGE, YOUTH AND SPORTS - DIRECTORATE OF YOUTH AND SPORT / DIRECTION GÉNÉRALE IV, EDUCATION, CULTURE ET PATRIMOINE, JEUNESSE ET SPORT

Ms Gabriella BATTAINI-DRAGONI, General Director 

Mr Ralf-Rene WEINGARTNER, Director of Youth and Sport

ENLARGED PARTIAL AGREEMENT ON THE SPORT (EPAS) / ACCORD PARTIEL ÉLARGI SUR LE SPORT (APES)

Mr Stanislas FROSSARD, Executive Secretary

SECRETARIAT OF THE SUB-COMMITTEE ON YOUTH AND SPORT OF THE PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY / SOUS-COMMISSION JEUNESSE ET SPORT DE L’ASSEMBLÉE PARLEMENTAIRE

Mr Joao ARY, Secretary to the Committee on Culture, Science and Education

Appendix 3

Adopted texts

1) Resolution on Ethics in Sport

The European Ministers responsible for Sport, meeting in Athens for their 11th Conference:

· Wishing to see sport develop in the spirit of the European Sports Charter and the Code of Sports Ethics;

· Aware of the pressures which the race for success, commercialisation, the need for stars and exposure to the mass media, brings to bear on sport;

· Convinced of the need to provide sportsmen and women with a system of values which will enable them to make responsible choices when facing such pressures;

· Convinced that including the principles set out in the Code in physical education curricula and in the policies of sports organisations will favourably influence the attitudes of athletes and the general public to sport.

With regard to the promotion of ethics in sport

· Reiterate their support for the Code of Sports Ethics and the implementation of its principles and values through regulations, guidelines and policies concerning physical education and sport;

· Note with satisfaction the development of systems of effective oversight and sanctions by the sport movement and its plans to implement good governance in sport;

· Consider that the issue of fair play between teams competing in the same competitions requires good governance principles to be addressed by sports bodies;

· Support educational activities so as to promote the message of ethics in sport;

· Invite the EPAS:

· to continue to disseminate its work on ethics in sport;

· to identify and promote educational and preventive measures for strengthening sports ethics and to support increased resources for that purpose;

· to draft an update of Code of Sports Ethics so as to ensure strong support for the standards and values of sport and offer responses to the new challenges to ethics in sport as mentioned hereafter and others such as sexual harassment in sport and misuse of nutritional supplements;

· to develop operational indicators to supplement the Code of Sports Ethics and continue to work on a monitoring mechanism to advise its member states on promoting ethics in sport.

With regard to the new challenges to ethics in sport: match fixing, corruption, illegal betting

· Acknowledge that there is a problem of corruption, match fixing and illegal betting in sport and invite sports organisations to investigate the situation and, where appropriate, identify the problems;

· Promote best practices developed by sports organisations in order to foster transparency and establish stricter rules and better control systems for financial transactions;

· Support discussions and research, in co-operation with the sport movement and relevant NGOs and specialised agencies, on measures to prevent, deter and sanction corruption in sport;

· Support education, training and guidance so as to reach a wide audience in the sport movement;

· Encourage to enforce existing laws and, where appropriate, ratify existing Council of Europe conventions on corruption (CETS Nos 173, 174 and 191);

· Support sports organisations in their efforts to increase transparency;

· Recommend involving independent experts in ethics bodies responsible for dealing with cases and issues where ethical integrity in sport is at stake;

· Invite the EPAS, along with other concerned bodies and organisations:

· to promote best practices to tackle the challenges to sports ethics posed notably by match fixing, corruption; illegal betting;

· in co-operation with its Consultative Committee, to continue the work on possible ways to enhance co-operation (between government and the sport movement) on combating corruption; 

· to draw up a new draft recommendation to states on corruption, match fixing and illegal betting which could form the basis of a possible new convention on these subjects to help achieve increased integrity controls and a ‘fair return’ to sport for grassroots funding as regards betting.

With regard to the new challenges to ethics in sport: genetic engineering
· Reiterate their opposition to the use of genetic engineering to enhance performance in sport, which amounts to doping, and confirm their determination to take harmonised measures to combat the spread of the techniques concerned;

· Invite the authorities in charge of sport and the sport movement to contribute to a wide debate in society on the ethical consequences of the use of biotechnologies;

· Invite the EPAS:

· to promote and disseminate best practices in combating the use of genetic engineering for purposes which are contrary to sports ethics.

With regard to the new challenges to ethics in sport: trafficking of young sports people

· Note with satisfaction the steps taken by the international, European and national federations and public authorities in adopting rules to prevent and sanction the trafficking of players;

· Agree that the development of young sportsmen and women, and the health of sport as a whole, is improved by a stable training and education period in which young sportsmen and women are not incited to move abroad too early – with possible negative consequences both for their careers and for the European sports training system as a whole;

· Invite the EPAS to build on initiatives taken by international federations and EU in order to possibly promote quality standards regulating the activity of players’ agents ;

· Underline that, when the activities concerned constitute violations of existing provisions on combating human trafficking, they must also be prosecuted by the relevant authorities.

With regard to the new challenges to ethics in sport: discrimination

· Invite the EPAS:

· to hold exchanges of views with the sport movement on rules governing eligibility and the organisation of categories in the light of the principles of ethics in sport;

· to disseminate examples of best practices in promoting diversity through sport and combating discrimination (including the issue of integration of disabled persons which could be addressed in co-operation with CAHPAH;
)
· in co-operation with the sport movement and the Standing Committee of the Convention on Spectator Violence, to continue promoting and monitoring Recommendation Rec(2001)6 on the prevention of racism, xenophobia and racial intolerance in sport.

2) Resolution on Autonomy in Sport

The European Ministers responsible for Sport, meeting in Athens for their 11th Conference:

· Convinced of the need to determine the fundamental principles that should be incorporated in a general policy for autonomy of the sport movement;

· Conscious of the substantial work done previously by the Committee for the Development of Sport (CDDS) in developing policies designed to promote in practice the autonomous functioning of the sport movement;

· Remembering the conclusions relative to autonomy as represented in Resolution 1602 (2008) 1 ‘The need to preserve the European sports model adopted on 24 January 2008 by the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe;

· Aware that the concept of autonomy of the sport movement covers different realities depending on cultures and organisational models and wishing to respect this diversity;

· Welcoming the work done in Europe to prepare position papers and studies on autonomy in sport, whether at the initiative of governments, international organisations or the sport movement;

· Considering that non-governmental sports organisations (whether at international, European or national level) are key players for the development and continued survival of democratic sport, and also make a unique contribution to the realisation of societies based on the rule of law, pluralist democracy and respect for human rights - which are the guiding principles of the Council of Europe;

· Reaffirming their commitment to the principles of good governance in sport and reiterating that the implementation of principles such as democracy, accountability, fairness, solidarity and transparency is key to widening the popularity of sport and strengthening the position of sports NGOs in civil society;

· Note with satisfaction the research conducted in the context of the EPAS concerning the autonomy of sport in Europe;

· Consider the proposed definition to be a useful contribution to the political debate on autonomy of sport;

· Invite the EPAS to expand its research on autonomy to all member states of the European Cultural Convention of the Council of Europe and to complete it with examples of good practice, with a view to its publication in paper and electronic version;

· Invite countries and sports organisations which have not yet done so to complete the questionnaire on autonomy in sport so as to help broaden this study;

· Reiterate their view that as part of the autonomy of sport, the specific features of sports should be properly taken into account when law (international, European or national) is applied on sporting issues;

· Suggest to the EPAS that the joint meetings between the public authorities and the sport movement be used to discuss:

· the various positions on the question of autonomy;

· subjects of dispute;

· the possibility of promoting, at European level, a definition of autonomy;

· potential operational indicators specifying this definition, making it possible to analyse and discuss practices;

· Welcome the invitation of the Czech Republic, in the framework of its European Union presidency, to co-operate in future works on the issue of autonomy.

3) Resolution on Current Political Issues on Pan-European Sports Co-operation

The European Ministers responsible for Sport, meeting in Athens for their 11th Conference:

With regard to the EPAS

· Wishing to see sport develop in the spirit of the European Sports Charter and the Code of Sports Ethics;

· Stressing the importance and significance of sport in modern society, notably from the political, social, cultural and economic perspectives;

· Recalling the Action Plan of the Third Summit of Heads of State and Government of the Council of Europe (Warsaw, 16-17 May 2005), and attaching great importance to promoting the role of sport in the process of building a more humane and inclusive Europe and continuing the Council of Europe activities which serve as references in the field of sport;

· Bearing in mind the results of the 50th anniversary of the European Cultural Convention, on the basis of which, and over many years, the Council of Europe has provided the platform for intergovernmental co-operation on questions related to sport; 

· Recognising that this pan European co-operation, has led to the adoption of key texts for national and international sports policies, including three treaties
 and the European Sports Charter, as well as numerous texts showing the contribution of sport to modern society; 

· Noting with pleasure the adoption of the Council of Europe Resolution CM/Res(2007)8 on 11 May 2007 and the creation of the Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport (EPAS);

•
Invite all member states of the Council of Europe, who have not yet joined the EPAS to consider doing so;

•
Invite non-governmental sports organisations, European sports federations (and, where appropriate, international sports federations) to become active partners of EPAS as the European platform for structured dialogue and co-operation in the field of sport;

•
Accept the kind offer of the government of Azerbaijan to organise the 18th Council of Europe Informal Meeting of Ministers responsible for Sport at Baku in autumn 2010.

With regard to the European Union

· Underlying the unique role of the Council of Europe in sport co-operation in Europe;


· Noting the adoption by the EU Commission of the White Paper on Sport on 11 July 2007;
· Reaffirming in this context the importance for the future of European sports co-operation of the necessity for close ties between the European Union (EU) and the Council of Europe;

· Convinced that there is a need to identify possible new ways of co-operation between the two institutions in the field of sport;

· Stressing the importance of avoiding the overlap of activities between the work programmes of the European Union and the Council of Europe in the area of sport:

•
Ensure the promotion of complementary activities in the field of sport between the European Union and the Council of Europe;

•
Invite the European Union to consider closer co-operation with the Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport (EPAS);

•
Invite the Committee of Ministers to consider the introduction of sport in its report on co-operation between the Council of Europe and the European Union as part of the implementation of the Memorandum of Understanding between these two institutions, in order to promote co-ordination and to avoid overlapping or duplication of activities related to sport;

•
Invite the European Commission and the Council of Europe to develop, where appropriate, partnership agreements in the field of sport;

•
Welcome that the Biarritz declaration of EU sports Ministers proposed to involve the Council of Europe in the structured dialogue that will be developed between the public authorities and the sport movement at the level of the EU and express readiness to take part in this dialogue.

With regard to European Co-operation with WADA

A. 

· Recognising that the European Coordination Forum on the World Anti-Doping Agency (CAHAMA) has achieved significant progress for the co-ordination of governmental positions on issues regarding the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) at pan-European level and is considered as a reference for anti-doping policies in Europe;

· Reaffirm full commitment for the co-operation within the CAHAMA in order to facilitate the building of a European consensus position on WADA issues and to defend this position with one voice in WADA bodies;

· Request the CAHAMA to initiate and prepare a debate at the UNESCO Conference of Parties (October 2009) on important issues such as the status of the Standards, as well as the system of representation of countries and the revision of the continental contributions and representation in WADA;

· Encourage CAHAMA to strengthen consultation and co-operation with public authorities of other continents as well as the sport movement represented in the WADA governing structures with the aim to reach a common understanding and positions on the WADA agenda and to remain in contact with their counterparts between the WADA meetings;

· Reiterate their invitation to member States to ratify, as soon as possible, the Anti-Doping Convention and its additional protocol, as well as the UNESCO International Convention against Doping in Sport. 

B. 

· Recognising that the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) stands for a world-wide co-operation in the fight against doping  and that continents have to be supportive to each other in order to reach common goals and harmonisation 

· Reaffirming their continuous support of WADA since its creation in 1999, bringing together in a unique way public authorities and the sport movement; 

· Recalling the commitment of the Copenhagen Declaration to abide by the principles of the World Anti-Doping Code through a Convention, and that the timely ratification of the International Convention against Doping in sport constitutes an essential expectation of the sport movement to seal this alliance;

· Expressing their concern that Europe’s role and its real value in anti-doping is not recognised and that the influence of European public authorities is not in conformity with the efforts they deploy within WADA and within the field of anti-doping in general and therefore stressing the necessity for a better proportionality in this respect; 

· Taking into account the strong concerns expressed by many countries at the EU Sports Ministers informal Meeting in Biarritz regarding decisions taken at the recent meetings of the Executive Committee Foundation Board on the International Standard for the Protection of Privacy and Personal Information against the European position:

· Call WADA to start, at political and senior-management levels, an open dialogue with Europe on how to take appropriate measures to better reflect the important role Europe plays in anti-doping standard setting and implementation; 

· Urge WADA, both at political and senior-management levels, to fully take into consideration the recommendations of the CAHAMA, which represents public authorities of the 49 States Parties to the European Cultural Convention; 

· Recognise that WADA has started to take into account European concerns with regards to statutory review, the elaboration of a comprehensive set of rules of procedures for WADA and therefore propose to start work on this issue as soon as possible; 

· Urge WADA:

· to consider the CAHAMA recommendations to review the International Standard for the Protection of Privacy and Personal Information and

· to take into account that the Standard in its adopted version is not applicable in Europe and that Europe is ready to continue working on it in co-operation with WADA; 

· Urge the informal meetings of representatives of public authorities in the WADA Executive Committee and Foundation Board to adopt guidelines defining their competencies and procedures;

· Invite each sport Minister of the States Parties to the European Cultural Convention:

· to inform anti-doping organisations and participants under their jurisdiction that the international Standard for the Protection of Privacy and Personal Information is not in line with the European legal provisions on data protection and 

· to take steps to accordingly restrict the exchange of information;

With regard to the European member of the WADA Executive Committee (2009-2010)

· Designate Mr Jaime LISSAVETZKY as the candidate for the position of European member of the WADA Executive Committee for 2009-2010;

· Invite the EPAS and the CAHAMA to speedily address and monitor the issues mentioned in the present resolution and, if required, to propose to invite an ad hoc informal ministerial meeting in the second half of 2009. 
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�See website � HYPERLINK "http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/epas/source/Ressources/Speech_DSG_en.pdf" ��http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/epas/source/Ressources/Speech_DSG_en.pdf�.


� See website � HYPERLINK "http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/epas/source/Ressources/Speech_Ioannidis_en.pdf" ��http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/epas/source/Ressources/Speech_Ioannidis_en.pdf�.


� On 14 January 2009, the Committee of Ministers confirmed the designation of Mr Jaime LISSAVETZKY as the candidate to the position of European member of the WADA Executive Committee for 2009-2010 (cf. CM/Del/Dec(2009)1045/8.2).


� European Coordination Forum for the Council of Europe Disability Action Plan 2006-2015


� The European Convention on Spectator Violence and Misbehaviour at Sports Events and in particular at Football Matches (CETS No. 120), and the Anti-Doping Convention (CETS No. 135) and the Additional Protocol to the Anti-doping Convention (CETS No. 188).





