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[l Regional Congress of NGOs
Of the Conference of INGOs of the Council of Europe
5-7 December 2008, Penza, Russian Federation

We, the representatives of European non-goverrahenganizations, have gathered in Penza to
discuss topical issues of development of civil stycin Europe.

We welcome the initiative of the Conference of & to organise regularly regional NGO
congresses because they offer a platform for NG@mn the region to address issues of common concern
and to discuss possible solutions.

As a result of social engagement and activism thiods of organizations, hundreds of thousands of
citizens of different nationalities, social grougsd political views master the principles of coapien,
learn practical skills of personal involvement ocil and political life. This is a unique commuynaf
people and organizations who show a sincere afiésedesire to support development in the so@éty
our common values and active involvement in theedif society and state.

The ability of people to actively participate inctlon making process, first of all, by means of
civil associations and initiatives, reinforces mspfor freedom of speech and association, culamd
political diversity which are universal values oflay’s world, as enshrined in the European Congardn
Human Rights.

As a result of the open and broad discussions, sgerathe need to reinforce cooperation and
European unity based on common values, namely huigats, the rule of law, pluralist democracy,
respect for cultural diversity and historical hage. This task can be addressed only by meanstioé ac
involvement of citizens in the life of society apalitical decision making.

We, the representatives of European NGOs bear emgsalonsibility for the development of
regional and European cooperation in the faceaddajlmodern challenges.

We are determined to continue moving ahead in mgl&urope without dividing lines, based on
the values of friendship and solidarity, freedord prace.

We also welcome the decision of the Conferenc&l@&®s of the Council of Europe to develop the
Code of Good Practice on Civil Participation, arfteioour vision of this important document for the
society. Further we welcome the initiative for a@pean Code for Civil Participation based on Coluoici
Europe standards on status of NGOs.

We are convinced that these initiatives are serimilestones in the development of European
society and democracy. They will promote developnoénlialogue and co-operation between civil sgeiet
institutes and authorities. They are wholly comsistwith Council of Europe endeavours to increase
comprehension among cultures and religions andlealdl to a greater mutual respect and understanding
between countries and peoples.

We call upon the national governments to makeusdl of the role civil society can play in conflict
prevention and post conflict situations by proviglia bridge to dialogue and other confidence buidin
measures for a lasting peace in Europe. In thjgetsve welcome the increased participation of NGOs
overcoming different post-conflict situations amteurage their further cooperation in this dirattio

Participation and civil involvement of young peoplee crucial if we are to build more inclusive
and prosperous societies and the Revised EuropkarneC on the Participation of young people in loca
and regional life is an important tool to achiekege goals.

We appeal to the NGO representatives to reinforge action by strengthening interaction with



the media, taking into account the experience iy ociety institutions and the Council of Europe.

We appeal to the representatives of the civil gpcie Europe and other relevant international
institutions to promote the idea of civil involvemeand construction of a more fair and sustainalddd
based on democratic values.



