GLOSSARY

2K – 4K: 4K is the term used to describe images that have approximately 4K vertical lines. In digital cinema, a 4K image with a 2.39:1 ("scope") aspect ratio is delivered having 4096 x 1716 pixels. A 4K image with a 1.85:1 aspect ratio is delivered having 3996 x 2160 pixels. 2K is the term used to describe images that have approximately 2K vertical lines. In digital cinema, a 2K image with a 2.39:1 ("scope") aspect ratio is delivered having 2048 x 858 pixels. A 2K image with a 1.85:1 aspect ratio is delivered having 1998 x 1080 pixels.

Blu-ray: Blu-ray, also known as Blu-ray Disc (BD), is the name of an optical disc format jointly developed by the Blu-ray Disc Association (BDA), a group of consumer electronics, personal computer and media manufacturers including Apple, Dell, Hitachi, HP, JVC, LG, Mitsubishi, Panasonic, Pioneer, Philips, Samsung, Sharp, Sony, TDK and Thomson. The format was developed to enable recording, rewriting and playback of high-definition video (HD), as well as storing large amounts of data. The format offers more than five times the storage capacity of traditional DVDs and can hold up to 25GB on a single-layer disc and 50GB on a dual-layer disc

Codec: A Codec is a device or program capable of encoding and/or decoding a digital data stream or sign
Compression: Data compression or source coding is the process of encoding information using fewer bits (or other information-bearing units) than an unencoded representation would use through use of specific encoding schemes. A difference is made between lossless compression and lossy compression. 
D-Cinema: Digital cinema refers to the use of digital technology to distribute and project films via hard drives, DVDs or satellite and using a digital projector. 
DCI: Digital Cinema Initiatives or DCI is a consortium of studios formed to establish a standard for digital cinema systems. The organization was formed in March 2002 by the following studios: Buena Vista Group (Disney), 20th Century Fox, Paramount Pictures, Sony Pictures Entertainment, Universal Studios and Warner Bros. Pictures. 

DCDM: The Digital Cinema Distribution Master is the output of the Digital Cinema post-production process, - a master set of files which have not yet been compressed, encrypted or packaged then becoming a DCP.

DCDM*: The Digital Cinema Distribution Master* is the DCDM* after the DCP has been unpackaged, decrypted and decompressed. 

DCP : Digital Cinema Package corresponds to the DCDM when it has been compressed, encrypted and packaged for distribution.

DI: The Digital Intermediate refers to the digital files that results from the scanning of the films source material. 

DIGITAL ROLL OUT: Digital cinema roll out stands for the switchover to digital screens. 

DivX: DivX is a brand name of products created by DivX Inc. including the DivX Codec which is used to compress video segments, while maintaining relatively high visual quality.
DSM: The Digital Source Master is created in post-production and can be used to convert into a DCDM, a home video master, and/or a master for archival purposes. 

H.264: H.264 is a standard for video compression. It is also known as MPEG-4 Part 10, or MPEG-4 AVC (for Advanced Video Coding).
HDTV: High-definition television is a digital television broadcasting system with greater resolution than traditional television systems (NTSC, SECAM, PAL).
IEC: The International Electrotechnical Commission is a not-for-profit, non-governmental international standards organization that prepares and publishes International Standards for all electrical, electronic and related technologies.
ISO: The International Organization for Standardization (Organisation internationale de normalisation) is an international standard-setting body composed of representatives from various national standards organizations.
JPEG 2000: JPEG 2000 is a DCI compliant wavelet-based image compression and decoder standard.
KDM or Key Delivery Message: The security key for each movie is delivered in a unique KDM, one KDM per per digital cinema server. The security key is encrypted within the KDM, which means that the delivery of a KDM to the wrong server or wrong location will not work, and thus such errors cannot compromise the security of the movie. The KDM is a small file, and is often emailed or delivered by means of USB thumb drive. A KDM will only work for one movie title on one server. A KDM will only work within the prescribed engagement time period. The server will only work if connected to a projector that is listed in the Authorized Device list of the KDM
LOSSY COMPRESSION: Lossy data compression will only be applied to “perceptual” data, generally audio or visual data, that can undergo a modification without it being perceivable for the human eye. The loss of information is irreversible and it is impossible to retrieve the original data after such a compresson. 

LOSSLESS DATA COMPRESSION: Lossless data compression allows original data to be reconstructed exactly from the compressed data. The term lossless is in contrast to lossy data compression, which only allows an approximation of the original data to be reconstructed, in exchange for better compression rates. Lossless data compression is used i.e. for ZIP files. 

MPEG: Moving Picture Experts Group is a working group of ISO/IEC in charge of the development of standards for coded representation of digital audio and video.
The group has produced MPEG-1, the standard on which such products as Video CD and MP3 are based, MPEG-2, the standard on which such products as Digital Television set top boxes and DVD are based, MPEG-4, the standard for multimedia for the fixed and mobile web, MPEG-7, the standard for description and search of audio and visual content and  MPEG-21, the Multimedia Framework.

MPEG 2: MPEG 2 specifies the format of movies and other programs that are distributed on DVD and similar disks and is widely used as the format of digital television signals that are broadcast by terrestrial (over-the-air), cable, and direct broadcast satellite TV systems. 

SMPTE: The Society of Motion Picture and Television Engineers is an international professional association based in the USA of engineers working in the motion imaging industries. An internationally-recognized standards developing organization, SMPTE has over 400 standards, Recommended Practices and Engineering Guidelines for television, motion pictures, digital cinema, audio, etc.
VC-1: VC-1 is the informal name of the SMPTE 421M video codec, a supported standard for HD DVDs, Blu-ray Discs, and Windows Media Video 9.
VOD: Video on demand systems allow users to select and watch video and clip content over a network as part of an interactive television system.
VPF or VIRTUAL PRINT FEE: Virtual Print Fee is a fee paid for each digital screening by distributors and exhibitors to a third party who has paid for the digital cinema equipment. 
