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Preliminary survey on curricula for teaching national/official/school languages in compulsory education
Cover letter
Mastery of the language of instruction is essential to social cohesion, since pupils' proficiency in the language used in school may vary according to whether they belong to a group with considerable educational capital, a socially disadvantaged group, minority group, a group of recently arrived foreigners, etc.
The purposes and objectives of this teaching need to be determined in an open, transparent manner in order to ensure equality of opportunity for all pupils.
The Council of Europe proposes to begin by gaining an overall picture of the differences and similarities between member states in this field before going on to conduct more detailed research that could lead to policy decisions.
Introduction
This survey concerns programmes relating to languages of instruction (national/official/school languages), that is to say the principal language(s) of instruction used in school, which for the majority of pupils may be their first language, but may be a second language for pupils belonging to minorities or for immigrants. Lessons aimed at teaching this language are often simply designated by the language's name: English, français, italiano, etc…
The survey focuses on primary and lower secondary education, which in many countries corresponds to the cycles of compulsory education.

Please specify which language your reply concerns (if necessary, fill in a second or third form for other languages).
Questions
Language ………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Name and first name of the person(s) completing the questionnaire
…………………………………………………..………………………………………………………..
Position…………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Organisation / Ministry.………………………………………………………………………………...
Email address: ……………........................................................................................................................
1. Please indicate the age at which compulsory school begins and ends, and the different education cycles in that period
…………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. Documents setting out the curricula for compulsory education:
2.1. Title of the document (in the original language with a translation in English or French if possible)
………………………………………………………………………………………
2.2. Date on which the curriculum/curricula was/were introduced
………………………………………………………………………………………
2.3. Public access to the documents

- on a website?
( yes: website address: www…………….
( not accessible

- accessible in any other form? Please specify.
……………………………………………………………………………………………….
3. In which languages can the curriculum/curricula be consulted?
……………………………………………………………………………………………….

4. Which kind of persons (their functions), organisation or institutions are involved in developing the curriculum/curricula?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
5. Are there formal examinations (national/regional - external to the school) in the language concerned?
a)
( yes



( no


b)
If yes, please indicate at what stage:

(i)
first examination at grade………..…………………


(ii)
second examination at grade……………………….


(iii)
third examination at grade………………………….


(iv)
fourth examination at grade…….…………………..
6. Is provision made for adaptation of the programmes to cater for:
- 2nd/3rd official or school
 yes
 no

- minorities
 yes
 no
- recent immigrants? (with little or no knowledge of the national language)
 yes
 no
- pupils  with learning difficulties?

 yes

 no

- pupils from disadvantaged neighbourhoods or backgrounds?
 yes
 no
- pupils with special needs
(for example, sign language users, sight-impaired pupils):

 yes
 no

- other categories of pupils? If so, which?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
7. Are any changes to the curricula envisaged? 
 yes

 no

If yes, when is the introduction of the revised/new curriculum foreseen?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………….

8. In your opinion, what is the question most frequently raised, or the most pressing issue, with regard to the teaching of national or school languages?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Please post or attach to this form a copy of any documents relevant to the purpose of this questionnaire to the Language Policy Division.
List of documents attached (or in the post)
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Thank you. Your co-operation is greatly appreciated.
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