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on curricula for teaching national/official/school languages in compulsory education
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3. Questionnaire addressed to member states (April 2005)

Languages of instruction

Comments on the documentation provided by member states and on the replies to the preliminary survey questionnaire 

The purpose of the preliminary survey designed to clarify the languages of instruction activities of the Language Policy Division is to:

· provide an overview of the curricula used at national or regional level to teach the language subject, ie Italian in Italy, Swedish in Sweden, etc.

By 27 June 2005, 44 replies had been logged, including 8 from the German Länder and 5 from the United Kingdom

· identify some similarities that could aid research in this area of multilingual education

It will be observed that of these curricula, 18 date from pre-2000 while 16 were introduced after 2000.  This suggests that there is a strong desire for change, most likely prompted by the need to address key educational issues (eg literacy, language skills for work).  In reply to question 7, 27 respondents mentioned the need for change in these and other curricula. 

Some form of external certification (ie performed by someone other than the class teacher) of these skills appears to be the norm.  29 respondents claimed to have external examinations, although some of the replies are ambiguous on this point. 

The scope of these curricula is fairly wide and often includes specific arrangements for particular groups of learners:

· in 24 cases, they concern the language of instruction and not just the subject language  

· in 32 member states, special provision (or specific curricula) is (are) available for linguistic minorities 

· in 28 cases, special provision (or specific curricula) is (are) available for migrants, in particular the children of recent immigrants

· 34 respondents said that special provision was available for pupils with learning difficulties and 18 said it was available for children from disadvantaged backgrounds, while 40 out of 44 respondents said that special provision was available for pupils with special needs. 

Question 8 was open-ended and asked respondents for their opinions (intended purely as guide) about the most pressing issues with regard to the teaching of the national/official languages used as a language of instruction for other school subjects and which themselves constituted a specific subject. 

The replies are extremely varied here.  Some (2) are beside the point in that they concern foreign languages.  This is symptomatic of the difficulties involved in taking a holistic approach to language teaching, as languages tends to mean foreign languages. 
The order in which the questions are dealt with below bears no relation to the importance attached to them. 

The following are mentioned more than once in the replies:

· the acquisition of reading/writing skills in primary education, which is its chief function, in the view of most parents at any rate; the teaching, it appears, is not effective and produces poor results, with some pupils failing to acquire practical reading skills by the time they finish primary school (4 to 5 years).
· failure to eliminate disparities in linguistic skills and experience by the start of elementary school: children’s language and communication development differs according to their family and linguistic environment.  B. Bernstein’s theories about linguistic handicap still apply today, when one considers the role that language skills play in academic success. 

· the cost of multilingual education (at primary level) when several national languages, a national language and a regional language, a national language and the language of a migrant group, etc. are taught.  These costs are seen in terms of an investment by the community and are compared with the costs of unilingual education.  Little consideration is given to the added benefits afforded by multilingual education, as these are not immediately quantifiable or operate as a factor for social cohesion, something which is not intrinsically measurable.

· teaching migrant children:  mastery of the language/languages of instruction is essential for migrant children who are old enough to attend school; this poses adjustment problems and/or other problems of a more cultural nature, as in the case of children who have received little or no schooling.  The problem also applies more broadly to all cases where the language used in school is not the pupils’ first language. 

· mention is also made of content-related issues:  language teaching that places too much emphasis on grammatical knowledge and not enough on communication skills; the place and role of literature teaching, which once again tends to centre on the transmission of knowledge rather than on reading and analytical skills.
· the nature of the objectives to be achieved also poses problems, as these tend to be rather vague (eg:  to express oneself well, to write correctly), making it difficult to establish standards for assessing the quality of the learners’ performance and of the teaching. 

· the threats facing the national language, with any changes being seen as a change for the worse and schools accused of failing to teach proper usage.  These socio-linguistic dynamics are generally attributed to the media (most recently “texting”) or to distortion of the “national language” by recent immigrants, in cases where they make up a sizeable portion of the population. 

The preliminary survey, which drew a large number of replies, many of them of a high quality despite the brevity of this initial poll, may be said to confirm the relevance for member states of this issue, which the Language Policy Division intends to explore in further depth. 

J.-C. Beacco and M. Byram

August 2005

	SURVEY OVERVIEW BY COUNTRY (curricula used at national or regional level to teach the language subject)

	
	Albania
	Andorra
	Austria

	1 Begin and end ages
	Age 6-14 - elementary and lower secondary
	 Age 6-16 - primary 6-12, secondary 12-16
	Age 6-15 - primary 6-10, general or academic secondary 10-14, pre-vocational 14-15

	2.1 Title
	Kurrikula Kombetaare e Gjuheve Moderne per Arsimin Publik Parauniversitar
	Decret de Programa primara/segona ensenyanca, Escola Andorra
	Lehrplan der Volksschule/Hauptschule/AHS-Unterstufe/Polytechnischen Schule

	2.2 Date of intro
	Jun-05
	1997 and 1999
	2000 and 2003

	2.3 Access
	Print only
	web and print
	web and print

	3 Languages
	Albanian, Eng, Fr, Ital, Germ
	Catalan and Fr
	Germ

	4 Persons
	Teachers, Univ Teachers Instit Ped Res, Ministry 
	Ministry and inspectors
	Teachers, univ teachers, inspectors, Ministry

	5 Exams
	Yes
	No
	No

	6.1 Other school languages
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	6.2 Minorities
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	6.3 Immigrants
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	6.4 Learning diffs
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	6.5 Disadvantaged
	Yes
	No
	Yes

	6.6 Special needs
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	6.7 Others
	
	
	Deaf and dyslexic

	7 Changes
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	
	Belgium
	Bulgaria
	Cyprus

	1 Begin and end ages
	Age 6-18 - primary 6-12, secondary 12-18
	Age 7 (or 6)-16 - obligatory preparatory class 5/6, primary classes 1-4, lower sec classes 5-8, upper sec classes 9-12/13
	Age 4 yrs 8 months-15 - one year obligatory pre-primary

	1 Begin and end ages
	Age 6-18 - primary 6-12, secondary 12-18
	Age 7 (or 6)-16 - obligatory preparatory class 5/6, primary classes 1-4, lower sec classes 5-8, upper sec classes 9-12/13
	Age 4 yrs 8 months-15 -one year obligatory pre-primary

	2.1 Title
	Eindtermen en ontwikkelingsdoelen
	Details given Cyrillic script and translation into French
	Details given Greek script and translation into English

	2.2 Date of intro
	1995
	1991, 1999,2001,2002
	1982 and revised repeatedly

	2.3 Access
	web and brochure
	web and print
	web and print

	3 Languages
	Dutch and English
	Bulgarian
	Greek (and English for English)

	4 Persons
	Dienst voor Onderwijsontwikkeling
	Ministry with external experts plus teachers inspectors
	Ministry, Inspectors,Teachers unions, ped instit, primary ed dept, interdept committees, curric dev unit

	5 Exams
	No
	Yes
	Yes internal

	6.1 Other school lang.
	Yes
	
	Question not clear unable to answer

	6.2 Minorities
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	6.3 Immigrants
	Yes
	No
	Yes

	6.4 Learning diffs
	No
	No
	Yes

	6.5 Disadvantaged
	
	No
	Yes

	6.6 Special needs
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	6.7 Others
	
	
	

	7 Changes
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	
	Czech Republic
	Denmark
	Estonia

	1 Begin and end ages
	Age 6-15 - first stage 6-11, second stage 11-15
	Age 6(7)-15(16) - no change of school
	Age 7-16 - Grades 1-3, 4-6, 7-9

	2.1 Title
	Ramcovy vzdelavaci programm pro zakladni skoly
	Faelles maal
	Põhikooli ja gümnaasiumi riiklik õppekava

	2.2 Date of intro
	2005 optional, 2007 oblig
	2003-04
	2002

	2.3 Access
	web
	web and print
	web 

	3 Languages
	Czech
	Danish
	Estonian, Russian English

	4 Persons
	Research Insit of Prague
	Ministry plus experts
	university curric development centre

	5 Exams
	No
	Yes
	Yes 

	6.1 Other school languages
	Not relevant
	No??
	No

	6.2 Minorities
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	6.3 Immigrants
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	6.4 Learning diffs
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	6.5 Disadvantaged
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	6.6 Special needs
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	6.7 Others
	No
	Mother tongue tuition
	

	7 Changes
	
	Yes
	Yes 2007

	
	Ex Yougoslav Republic of Macedonia
	Finland- Finnish
	Finland- Swedish

	1 Begin and end ages
	Age 6/7-14-15 - currently under review, primary and lower secondary
	Age 7-16 - no divisions within compulsory school
	Age 7-16

	2.1 Title
	Nastavni programi
	Perusopetuksen opetussuunnitelman perusteet 2004
	Grunderna for laroplanen for den grundlaggande utbildningen 2004

	2.2 Date of intro
	1997
	2004
	2004

	2.3 Access
	Print - web to come
	web and print
	web and print

	3 Languages
	Macedonian, Albanian Turkish and Serbian
	Finnish Swedish English
	Finnish Swedish English

	4 Persons
	Ministry, universities, schools and in vod ed employers
	details in quest
	details in quest

	5 Exams
	Yes
	No
	No

	6.1 Other school languages
	Yes
	Yes
	

	6.2 Minorities
	Yes
	Yes Sami, Romany
	Yes

	6.3 Immigrants
	No
	Yes Finish as L2
	Yes

	6.4 Learning diffs
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	6.5 Disadvantaged
	No
	No - no such neighbourhoods
	No

	6.6 Special needs
	Yes
	Yes Finnish sign
	Yes

	6.7 Others
	Refugees
	
	

	7 Changes
	Yes
	No
	No

	
	France
	Georgia
	Greece

	1 Begin and end ages
	Age 6-16 - 6-10 primary, 11-14 lower secondary
	Age 6-14
	Age 6-15 - primary 6-12, lower secondary 12-15

	2.1 Title
	Several docs cited
	Erovnuli saganmanatlebo miznebi
	Details given in Greek script and translation into English

	2.2 Date of intro
	Progressive from 1996 and from 2002
	2004
	2003

	2.3 Access
	web and print
	web and newspapers and TV
	web and print

	3 Languages
	French
	Georgian Russian Armenian Azerbaijanian
	Greek English abbreviated

	4 Persons
	details on quest
	teachers, universities, Ministry experts
	Ped Instit

	5 Exams
	No
	No
	No

	6.1 Other school languages
	details
	Yes
	Yes

	6.2 Minorities
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	6.3 Immigrants
	Yes
	
	Yes

	6.4 Learning diffs
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	6.5 Disadvantaged
	No
	
	Yes

	6.6 Special needs
	No but
	Yes
	Yes

	6.7 Others
	No but
	
	

	7 Changes
	
	Yes
	No

	
	Hungary
	Iceland
	Ireland

	1 Begin and end ages
	Age 6-18 - primary 6-14, secondary 15-18
	Age 6-16 - comprehensive school
	Age 6-16 (most begin at 4) - primary 8 years, junior post-primary 3 years

	2.1 Title
	Nemzeti Alaptanterv 2003
	Adalnamskra grunnskola, islenska
	Curaclam na Bunscoile - Primary School Curriculum

	2.2 Date of intro
	2004
	1999
	1989 and 1999

	2.3 Access
	web and print
	web and print
	web and print

	3 Languages
	Hungarian and English abbreviated
	Icelandic
	English

	4 Persons
	Ministry, teachers, parents, etc
	Ministry experts curric experts, teachers, teacher educators, teacher associations
	Nat Council for Curric

	5 Exams
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	6.1 Other school languages
	No
	?
	No

	6.2 Minorities
	No
	N/A
	No

	6.3 Immigrants
	
	Yes 
	No but

	6.4 Learning diffs
	Yes
	Yes
	No but

	6.5 Disadvantaged
	No
	
	No

	6.6 Special needs
	Yes
	Yes 
	No but

	6.7 Others
	
	
	N/A

	7 Changes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	
	Latvia
	Liechtenstein
	Lithuania

	1 Begin and end ages
	Age 5-16 - 2years pre-school programme, 4 years primary, 5 years secondary
	Age 6-15 - primary 6-11, lower secondary 11-15
	Age 6/7- 16 - primary 4 grades, lower sceondary 6 grades

	2.1 Title
	Ministru kabineta noteikumi par Valsts pamatizglitibas standartu
	Lehrplan fur das Furstenstum Liechtenstein
	Lietuvos bendrojo lavinimo mokyklos bendrosios programos ir issilavinimo standartai

	2.2 Date of intro
	2000
	1999 updated 2005
	2003

	2.3 Access
	web and print
	web and print
	web print and CD

	3 Languages
	Latvian
	German
	Lithuanian

	4 Persons
	Centre for Curric and Exams
	Ped Div of Office of Ed and teachers
	Ministry and Ed Dev Centre

	5 Exams
	Yes
	No
	Yes and optional in Russian, Polish, Belorussian, German

	6.1 Other school languages
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes in same doc

	6.2 Minorities
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes in same doc

	6.3 Immigrants
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	6.4 Learning diffs
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	6.5 Disadvantaged
	No
	Yes
	No

	6.6 Special needs
	Yes
	No but
	Yes

	6.7 Others
	
	No
	

	7 Changes
	No
	No
	Yes

	
	Luxembourg
	Malta
	Montenegro

	1 Begin and end ages
	Age 6-15 - primary and lower secondary
	Age 5-16 - primary and secondary
	Age (old concept: 7-15 4+4) New concept: 6-15 3+3+3

	2.1 Title
	Plan d'etudes (cycle primaire); Horaires et programmes (cycles secondaire inferieur)
	National minimum curriculum (Creating the future together)
	Nastavni plan I program osnovne skole

	2.2 Date of intro
	1989 with annual update
	1999
	1998

	2.3 Access
	web and print
	web and print
	print

	3 Languages
	German, French
	Maltese and English
	Albanian

	4 Persons
	Ministry work group
	Range of stakeholders -details
	Council for Gen Ed appointed commission

	5 Exams
	Yes and no
	Yes
	Yes and no

	6.1 Other school languages
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	6.2 Minorities
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	6.3 Immigrants
	Yes
	No
	Yes

	6.4 Learning diffs
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	6.5 Disadvantaged
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	6.6 Special needs
	Yes
	Yes 
	Yes

	6.7 Others
	
	
	

	7 Changes
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	
	Netherlands
	Norway
	Slovakia

	1 Begin and end ages
	Age 5-16 - primary age 4-12, secondary age 12-16/17/18
	Age 6-15 - primary 6-12, lower secondary 13-15
	Age 6-16 - primary grades 1-4 and 5-9, secondary of different kinds

	2.1 Title
	Besluit kerndoelen primair onderwijs
	Given only in English: The curriculum for the 10-year compulsory education in Norway
	Ucebne osnovy  - Ucebne plany

	2.2 Date of intro
	1998 and 2006
	1997
	1997

	2.3 Access
	web and brochure
	web 
	web and print 

	3 Languages
	Dutch, English partly Frisian
	Chinese, Germ, English,French, Russian
	Slovak

	4 Persons
	SLO and schools
	Directorate for Schools - details
	teachers, trainers Ped Instit and Ministry

	5 Exams
	Yes sec, no primary
	Yes
	Yes for sec no for primary

	6.1 Other school languages
	Incomprehensible question
	Yes Sami
	Yes - spec needs

	6.2 Minorities
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes Romany

	6.3 Immigrants
	Yes
	Yes
	No in prep

	6.4 Learning diffs
	Yes
	Yes but
	Yes

	6.5 Disadvantaged
	Yes
	Yes but
	Yes Romany

	6.6 Special needs
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	6.7 Others
	
	Kven Finnish
	

	7 Changes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	
	
	
	

	
	Slovenia
	Spain
	Ukraine

	1 Begin and end ages
	Age 6-15 - three cycles: 6-9, 9-12, 12-15
	Age 6-16 - primary 6-11 (three cycles), lower secondary 12-16
	Age 6-17 - primary 6-9, lower secondary 10-14, secondary 14-17

	2.1 Title
	Koncept: Bela knjiga o izobrazevanju; Sistem: Zakon o organizaciji in financiranju in izobrazevanja
	Real decreto 1330 (and 13331) /1991, de 6 de septiembre, por el que se establecen los aspectos basicos del curricolo de la educacion infantil
	Given in Cyrillic script and translation into English

	2.2 Date of intro
	1996 and 1998
	1991 and 2001
	2004

	2.3 Access
	web and print
	web 
	web 

	3 Languages
	Slovene
	Spanish
	Ukrainian

	4 Persons
	teacher univ teachers Nat Instit Ed and Ministry
	State Gov
	Ministry, Academy Science, teachers scientists

	5 Exams
	Yes
	No
	Yes

	6.1 Other school languages
	Yes
	Yes details
	No

	6.2 Minorities
	Yes 
	Yes details
	Yes

	6.3 Immigrants
	No
	Yes
	No

	6.4 Learning diffs
	No
	Yes details
	Yes

	6.5 Disadvantaged
	No
	Yes
	No

	6.6 Special needs
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	6.7 Others
	
	
	

	7 Changes
	
	Yes
	

	Germany
	Baden Wurttemberg
	Bavaria
	Berlin

	1 Begin and end ages
	Age 6-15 Hauptschule, 6-16 Realschule, 6-19 Gymnasium
	Age 6-15: primary and lower secondary
	Age 5,5-16 - 10 years schooling

	2.1 Title
	Bildungsplan
	Given in English - 'curricula for different school types'
	Rahmenplane fur Unterricht und Erziehung in der Berliner Schule

	2.2 Date of intro
	2004
	2000-05
	1995-96

	2.3 Access
	web and print 
	web and print 
	web and print 

	3 Languages
	German
	German
	German

	4 Persons
	teachers, teacher trainers and ministry
	State Instit for school quality, Ministry
	Land Insit for schools and media

	5 Exams
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes from 2006

	6.1 Other school languages
	Yes
	No
	No

	6.2 Minorities
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	6.3 Immigrants
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	6.4 Learning diffs
	Yes
	Yes
	No

	6.5 Disadvantaged
	No
	No
	No

	6.6 Special needs
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	6.7 Others
	
	
	

	7 Changes
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	
	
	
	

	Germany
	Brandenburg
	Hamburg
	Lower Saxony

	1 Begin and end ages
	Age 6-16 - primary 6-12, secondary 1 12-16
	Age 6-15 - primary grades 1-4 followed by Haupt-und Realschule, integrierte Gesamtschule, Gymnasium (or Sonderschule),  
	Age 6-15 - primary grades 1-4, followed by Hauptschule, Realschule, Gymnasium grades 5-11 

	2.1 Title
	Rahmenplane fur die Grundschule / fur die SEK
	Bildungsplan: Grundschule / Hauptschule und Realscule / Intergrierte Gesamtschule / Neunstufiges Gymnasium/ Achtstufiges Gymnasium
	Not given

	2.2 Date of intro
	Primary 04, sec 02
	2003-04
	

	2.3 Access
	web and brochure
	web 
	web 

	3 Languages
	German
	German
	German

	4 Persons
	Landesinst fur Schule und Medien
	Office for Ed and sport
	Min for Cultural Affairs

	5 Exams
	Yes
	No
	

	6.1 Other school languages
	Yes
	No
	No

	6.2 Minorities
	Yes
	No
	Yes

	6.3 Immigrants
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	6.4 Learning diffs
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	6.5 Disadvantaged
	No
	No
	Yes

	6.6 Special needs
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	6.7 Others
	
	
	

	7 Changes
	
	
	Yes 2006

	Germany
	Rheinland Pfalz
	Thuringia
	

	1 Begin and end ages
	Age 6/6,5-15 - primary grades 1-4, lower secondary grades 5-9
	Age 6-15
	

	2.1 Title
	Rahmenplan Grundschule  (and more details)
	Thuringer Lehrplan fur die Grundschule und die Forderschule / fur die Regelschule / fur das Gymnasium
	

	2.2 Date of intro
	2002-04
	1999
	

	2.3 Access
	web 
	web 
	

	3 Languages
	German
	German
	

	4 Persons
	Ministry, Ped Centre, practitioners
	Insitut Leherfortbildung, Lehrplanentwicklung und Media and commissions from Ministry
	

	5 Exams
	No
	Yes
	

	6.1 Other school languages
	No
	No
	

	6.2 Minorities
	No
	No
	

	6.3 Immigrants
	No
	Yes
	

	6.4 Learning diffs
	No
	Yes
	

	6.5 Disadvantaged
	No
	No
	

	6.6 Special needs
	Yes
	Yes
	

	6.7 Others
	
	
	

	7 Changes
	Yes 2006
	
	

	
	
	
	

	United Kingdom
	N Ireland English
	England
	N Ireland Irish

	1 Begin and end ages
	Age 4-16 - primary 4-11 (Key Stage 1 Years 1-4; Key Stage 2 Years 5-7) secondary 11-16 (Key Stage 3 Years 8-10, Key Stage 4 Years 11-12).  
	Age 5-16 - Key Stage 1 (age 5-7) and Key Stage 2 (age 7-11) Key Stage 3 (age 11-14) and Key Stage 4 (age 14-16)
	Age 4-16 - primary 4-11 (Key Stage 1 Years 1-4; Key Stage 2 Years 5-7) secondary 11-16 (Key Stage 3 Years 8-10, Key Stage 4 Years 11-12).  

	2.1 Title
	The Education Reform (Northern Ireland) Order 1989.  Curriculum content  “Programmes of Study” 
	The national curriculum 1999
	The Education Reform (Northern Ireland) Order 1989.  Curriculum content  “Programmes of Study” 

	2.2 Date of intro
	1989 and 1996
	1999
	1989 and 1996

	2.3 Access
	web and print
	web and print
	web and print

	3 Languages
	English
	English and guidance in 11 langs
	Irish and English

	4 Persons
	Council for Curric Exams and Assessment
	Ministry, Qualifications and Curric Authority
	Council for Curric, Exams and Assessment

	5 Exams
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	6.1 Other school languages
	Yes
	No
	Yes

	6.2 Minorities
	Yes
	depends on local resources
	Yes

	6.3 Immigrants
	Yes
	depends on local resources
	Yes

	6.4 Learning diffs
	Yes
	depends on local resources
	Yes

	6.5 Disadvantaged
	Yes
	No
	Yes

	6.6 Special needs
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	6.7 Others
	
	
	

	7 Changes
	Yes 2006 10
	Yes in next 3-5 years
	Yes 2006-10

	
	
	
	

	United Kingdom
	Scotland
	Wales
	

	1 Begin and end ages
	Age 5-16 - primary 5-12, secondary 12-16
	Age 5-16 - primary 5-11, secondary 11-16
	

	2.1 Title
	Not statutory but 5-14 national guidelines in subjects - and Structure and Balance of the Curriculum; post 14 guidance - Curriculum Design for the Secondary Stages.
	National Curriculum in Wales and documents for each subject
	

	2.2 Date of intro
	2000
	2000
	

	2.3 Access
	web and print
	web and print
	

	3 Languages
	English and guidance in 11 langs
	Welsh and English
	

	4 Persons
	teachers, inspectors, universities, Qualifications Authority
	curric specialists, inspectors, teacher trainers
	

	5 Exams
	Yes
	Yes
	

	6.1 Other school languages
	Yes
	Yes
	

	6.2 Minorities
	Yes
	Yes
	

	6.3 Immigrants
	Yes
	Yes
	

	6.4 Learning diffs
	Yes
	Yes
	

	6.5 Disadvantaged
	Yes
	Yes
	

	6.6 Special needs
	Yes
	Yes
	

	6.7 Others
	
	
	

	7 Changes
	Yes 2007
	Yes 2008
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28 April 2005
Preliminary survey on curricula for teaching national/official/school languages in compulsory education

Cover letter

Mastery of the language of instruction is essential to social cohesion, since pupils' proficiency in the language used in school may vary according to whether they belong to a group with considerable educational capital, a socially disadvantaged group, minority group, a group of recently arrived foreigners, etc.

The purposes and objectives of this teaching need to be determined in an open, transparent manner in order to ensure equality of opportunity for all pupils.

The Council of Europe proposes to begin by gaining an overall picture of the differences and similarities between member states in this field before going on to conduct more detailed research that could lead to policy decisions.

Introduction
This survey concerns programmes relating to languages of instruction (national/official/school languages), that is to say the principal language(s) of instruction used in school, which for the majority of pupils may be their first language, but may be a second language for pupils belonging to minorities or for immigrants. Lessons aimed at teaching this language are often simply designated by the language's name: English, français, italiano, etc…

The survey focuses on primary and lower secondary education, which in many countries corresponds to the cycles of compulsory education.

Please specify which language your reply concerns (if necessary, fill in a second or third form for other languages).

Questions

Language ………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Name and first name of the person(s) completing the questionnaire …………………………………..

Position……………………………………………Orrganisation …………….. / Ministry.…………………………………………Email address: ………………….. 
1. Please indicate the age at which compulsory school begins and ends, and the different education cycles in that period ………………………..
2. Documents setting out the curricula for compulsory education:

2.1. Title of the document (in the original language with a translation in English or French if possible) ………………………
2.2. Date on which the curriculum/curricula was/were introduced ……………………
2.3. Public access to the documents


- on a website?
( yes: website address: www…………….
( not accessible


- accessible in any other form? Please specify. ………………………
3. In which languages can the curriculum/curricula be consulted? . ……………
4. Which kind of persons (their functions), organisation or institutions are involved in developing the curriculum/curricula? …………………………………………………………….

5. Are there formal examinations (national/regional - external to the school) in the language concerned? 
a)
( yes



( no


b)
If yes, please indicate at what stage:


(i)
first examination at grade………..…………………


(ii)
second examination at grade……………………….


(iii)
third examination at grade………………………….


(iv)
fourth examination at grade…….…………………..

6. Is provision made for adaptation of the programmes to cater for:
	- 2nd/3rd official or school

 yes

 no
	- minorities

 yes

 no

	- recent immigrants? (with little or no knowledge of the national language)

 yes

 no


	- pupils  with learning difficulties?

 yes

 no



	- pupils from disadvantaged neighbourhoods or backgrounds?

 yes

 no


	- pupils with special needs

(for example, sign language users, sight-impaired pupils):

 yes

 no




- other categories of pupils? If so, which?…………………………………………………

7. Are any changes to the curricula envisaged? 
 yes

 no

If yes, when is the introduction of the revised/new curriculum foreseen?…………………

8. In your opinion, what is the question most frequently raised, or the most pressing issue, with regard to the teaching of national or school languages?.......................................
Please post or attach to this form a copy of any documents relevant to the purpose of this questionnaire to the Language Policy Division.

List of documents attached (or in the post)……………
Thank you. Your co-operation is greatly appreciated.
�


Language Policy Division


Division des politiques linguistiques
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