LANGUAGES OF SCHOOLING: TOWARDS A FRAMEWORK FOR EUROPE

Strasbourg, 16-18 October 2006

Introduction to the Conference

Conference aims

The conference has been organised by the Language Policy Division of the Council of Europe to launch a new project on the languages of schooling. The conference has two key aims:

(i) to inform participants of the preliminary work undertaken which has sought to clarify concepts and lay the groundwork for the project;

(ii) to seek feedback from participants on how a European framework of reference might best address the challenges facing member states when seeking to raise achievement in language.

The preliminary work on the project has raised some key themes which have influenced the planning of the conference. These include: the importance of proficiency in language to ensure personal fulfilment, democratic participation, active citizenship and social inclusion; the potential role of a common framework to support the development of policy and practice, and provide a focus for dialogue; the importance of clarifying concepts and evolving a shared terminology in order to ensure meaningful discourse; the specific challenges presented by the complex and wide-ranging aims, content, and assessment issues associated with language as subject; the importance of placing the ‘languages of schooling’ within a wider context of ‘languages of education’. These and other themes will be addressed during the conference. 

A number of preliminary studies have been written to provide more details of the background to the project and to address some of the key issues. These studies are not intended to be comprehensive but give an overview of a range of relevant topics. Six of the studies will be the subject of specific input during the conference; we do not expect these to be the subject of detailed analysis in the conference; they have been prepared in order to open up discussion. 

Conference structure

The conference has been organised to seek a balance between input, discussion and feedback from participants. 

Introduction.  The opening presentations will place the present project in the wider context of the Council of Europe’s policies and priorities, and in relation to the other work of the Language Policy Division. 

Exploring the issues.  The presentations on aims, contents, and assessment will open discussion on some of the key issues. The studies on national/federal policies for language of education in Switzerland and Norway will provide examples of how some of these issues are addressed in specific contexts. The summary of questionnaire results (Tuesday morning) will lead to the first group work session where participants will be asked to identify key issues related to languages of schooling which are of common concern as well as those which are just relevant to specific contexts.

Addressing the issues. The presentations on language across the curriculum, socially disadvantaged learners and literature, as well as the specific accounts of language projects in Germany and Switzerland, are intended to broaden the debate and move discussion towards the potential contents of a framework. In the second group work session participants will be asked to consider what the contents of a language framework (or other appropriate instrument) might be in order to address the key issues effectively.
Towards a common framework. The presentations on PISA and European frameworks (Wednesday morning) will provide examples of work in language education based on international cooperation in Europe. The final plenary discussion will consider the best way to advance the project and how to maximise the value and potential impact of a languages framework.
This is a landmark event in the development of this new project and an excellent opportunity to share views and influence the future development of the work. The Language Policy Division looks forward to welcoming delegates to the conference and to a valuable exchange of ideas and experiences.

