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Preliminary information note

Intergovernmental Seminar
“Meeting the challenge of multilingual classrooms: exploiting plurilingual repertoires, managing transitions and developing proficiency in the language(s)

of schooling”
Strasbourg, 7-8 March 2012



1. Date and place
Council of Europe, Agora Building, Strasbourg, 7-8 March 2012.
2. Organisation

This intergovernmental seminar is organised by the Language Policy Division of the Council of Europe, Department of Education, Directorate of Democratic Citizenship and Participation, DG II.  

3. Objectives and themes

This event will focus on recurring issues raised by multilingual classes, such as taking into account learners’ plurilingual repertoires, management of transition periods and the development of competences in the language(s) of schooling. 
To uphold the right of each learner to equitable access to quality education, it is vital to take into account the linguistic repertoires of learners when they start school or arrive at a new school - whether at the beginning of or during the school year - a particularly important moment in their school career. Other moments of transition, particularly between the different stages of (pre-)primary and secondary education, also deserve special attention and will represent one of the aspects of the programme for the seminar. Mastery of the language(s) of schooling, fundamental for successful learning, will be addressed in terms of descriptions of the competences required for learning any school subject. 
Various instruments presented at the language policy Forum, which was held in Geneva in November 2010, will be discussed and explored during the seminar, in particular the Guide for the linguistic and educational integration of children and adolescents from migrant backgrounds and related tools, all available on the Platform of  resources and references for plurilingual and intercultural education (www.coe.int/lang).
 
4.      Participants
Profile
The Seminar is intended for those responsible for language education policies concerning (pre-)primary, primary and secondary education, headmasters / principals and teacher educators. We hope that at least two national delegates are nominated, so that the different educational sectors are properly represented. Their relevant competences and responsibilities should cover the integration of vulnerable learners, in particular through language education, including those from migrant backgrounds and disadvantaged socio-cultural family contexts.

 
Working languages
Participants should be able to work in French or English (the two official languages of the Council of Europe). Simultaneous interpretation will be provided between these two languages during the plenary sessions. 
Travel and subsistence expenses
Travel and subsistence expenses shall be borne by the participants or their authorities. 
The Council of Europe will be able to cover the cost of a limited number of participants upon explicit request by the authorities before 15 December, deadline for the nominations.
 
5.      Other information
Delegates are invited to book their hotel room as soon as possible given that important events are being held in Strasbourg in early March 2012; practical information and a list of hotels are available online (see section events / practical information).
Further information as well as the draft programme and the documents for the Conference will be available in due course on the website of the Language Policy Division (www.coe.int/lang). 
 
 
6.      Nominations
 
	Authorities are invited to send their nominations 
by  15 December 2011 to the
Language policy Division 
Council of Europe Strasbourg-F-67075 Cedex
e-mail: decs-lang@coe.int Fax: (33) (0) 3 88 41 27 88
 


 
Following receipt of the nominations of delegate(s), the Language Policy Division will send an invitation  letter to each participant in January 2012.

	 Coordination of the seminar :
Johanna PANTHIER, Administrator
Language Policy Division
Tel: (33) (0) 3 88 41 23 84 / 35 33
Council of EUROPE - F - 67075 STRASBOURG Cedex 
e-mail: Johanna.Panthier@coe.int 
www.coe.int/lang 
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Original

Divers instruments présentés lors du Forum de politique linguistique qui a eu lieu à Genève en novembre 2010 seront discutés et approfondis pendant le séminaire, en particulier le Guide pour l’intégration linguistique et éducative des enfants et adolescents issus de l’immigration et les outils qui l’accompagnent, tous disponibles sur la Plateforme de ressources et références pour l’éducation plurilingue et interculturelle (www.coe.int/lang/fr
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