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COUNCIL  CONSEIL
OF EUROPE  DE L'EUROPE





Preliminary information note
Intergovernmental Policy Forum on
“The right of learners to quality and equity in education –
the role of language and intercultural skills”
Geneva, 2-4 November 2010


1. Date and place
Geneva, Switzerland, from 2 November 2010 at 2.00 pm to 4 November 2010 at 1.00 pm.
2. Organisation

This intergovernmental policy forum is being held at the generous invitation of the Swiss authorities, under the aegis of the State Secretariat for Education and Research (SER), Federal Department of the Interior (DFI). It is being organised jointly by the Swiss Conference of Cantonal Ministers of Education (CDIP) and the Language Policy Division, Directorate of Education and Languages (DG IV), of the Council of Europe.  

3. Objectives and themes

This event will focus on the role played by languages, in particular the language(s) of schooling, in pupils’ success or failure at school. It will bring together those responsible for the overall language policy of education systems, not only those in charge of foreign languages or of the national language taught as a subject in itself, but also persons responsible for other subjects, as languages are the vehicle of all teaching and learning. Those who are responsible for the integration of learners from migrant backgrounds, from Roma communities or from low socio-cultural status will make a special contribution to the discussions. The policy forum will also be an opportunity to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Language Policy Division of the Council of Europe.
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Starting from the observation that many pupils – in particular, but not only, those from migrant backgrounds or Roma communities – lack the competences they need to cope with the various uses made of the school language, the aim of the forum will be to reflect on the nature of this “language gap” and the inequalities that result from it, propose possible diagnoses and responses, and define areas for and methods of co-operation at European level.

Various tools will be made available on the Platform of resources and references for plurilingual and intercultural education (www.coe.int/lang) and discussed during the forum: documents for the development of curricula for plurilingual and intercultural education; a policy text and tools addressing education policy deciders and persons involved in the linguistic and educational integration of children and adolescents from migrant backgrounds and other vulnerable learners; tools to help learners to take their part of responsibility in setting objectives for their school education.

Elements for a future Recommendation of the Committee of Ministers concerning the development of curricula which take full account of the various linguistic dimensions of all learning contexts and which foster a genuine plurilingual and intercultural education could be discussed and form the basis for a joint declaration at the end of the Forum.
Time and space will be made available to participants for complementary presentations and discussions concerning other Language Policy Division’s projects.  
4. Participants

Profile
The conference is designed for persons responsible for education policies at a high level. The relevant competences and responsibilities, which may be shared between the two (maximum three) national representatives should, between them, cover :

· the curricula of all school subjects, whatever they may be;
· the integration of vulnerable learners, including those from migrant backgrounds and disadvantaged socio-cultural family contexts.

Working languages
The official languages of the Council of Europe: English and French 
The Swiss organisers will provide interpretation into German during the plenary sessions ; interpretation from and into German will also be available for two working groups on Wednesday 3 November. 
Travel and subsistence expenses 
Travel expenses should be covered by the participants or their sending authorities. 

Subsistence expenses for all the participants will be covered by the Swiss authorities (a single room* for 2 nights – from Tuesday 2 until Thursday 4 November - and meals at the hotel), who are also willing to cover, if necessary, the travel expenses of one delegate from each non-EU member states upon request by the national authorities. The Council of Europe can also cover the travel expenses of a limited number of participants upon request by the national authorities.
*the extra cost of a double room (35 CHF per night) or for extra nights or meals are to be borne by the delegates or guests. 
5. Further information

Hotel

Ramada Park Hôtel Genève

Avenue Louis-Casaï 75-77   –  CH - 1216 Genève – Cointrin

E-mail info@ramadaparkhotel.ch  –  Tél. +41 (0) 22 710 30 00

http://www.ramadaparkhotel.ch/FR/Home.html 

Arrival and transfer
Geneva international airport - Cointrin

or Geneva Railway station – Cointrin  (the intercity trains arrive directly at the airport, including those coming from the Zürich international airport – Kloten, 3 hours 10 mn from Zürich)

A shuttle bus between the airport and the hotel (journey time 5 mn) will be available free of charge.
Location :  http://www.ramadaparkhotel.ch/FR/Geneva/Plan.html 

Detailed questionnaire for further information
Following receipt of nominations of delegates by the end of June, the Swiss organisers will send a questionnaire to each participant concerning the meals (buffet-lunch before the beginning or after the end of the forum, official reception on Tuesday evening, dinner at the hotel on Wednesday evening) and any other particular wishes (double room, diet, etc).

Confirmation will be sent by the Swiss organisers to each participant in September.

Office facilities during the forum
Staff will be available to assist participants throughout the forum.

Internet connection (wireless and cable), computers, typewriters, fax, telephone and a photocopying machine will be available at the Business Centre of the hotel / wireless network in the bedrooms.
Participants will be given a Geneva public transport pass, bus stop in front of the hotel. 

6. Nominations

	Authorities are invited to submit their nominations 

by 15 juin 2010 to the
Language Policy Division – DGIV 

Council of Europe - F-67075 Strasbourg Cedex 

e-mail : decs-lang@coe.int  
Fax: (33) (0)3 88 41 27 88

Swiss hospitality and accommodation in the same hotel cannot be guaranteed for nominations received after this date.


	Forum Co-ordination :

Johanna PANTHIER, Administrator
Language Policy Division – DG IV

Tel: (33) (0) 3 88 41 23 84 / 35 33
Council of Europe –  F- 67075 STRASBOURG Cedex 

e-mail : johanna.panthier@coe.int
www.coe.int/lang
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