INTERGOVERNMENTAL POLICY FORUM
The Common European Framework of Reference for languages (CEFR) and the development of language policies: challenges     and responsibilities

Strasbourg, 6-8 February 2007

Language Policy Division, Council of Europe

[image: image1.png]* X
*
* *
*

* 4 *

COUNCIL  CONSEIL
OF EUROPE  DE L'EUROPE




INFORMATION NOTE
An intergovernmental Policy Forum is being organised by the Language Policy Division of the Council of Europe, in close co-operation with France and the Netherlands, on The Common European Framework of Reference for languages (CEFR) and the development of language policies : challenges and responsibilities. 
The Forum will be held in Strasbourg at the Palais de l’Europe from 6 to 8 February 2007.
Aims and themes 

Six years after the launch of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) by the Council of Europe, an in-depth discussion is now appropriate on current and future developments concerning its use and influence, and on the role of the various stakeholders.

The wide dissemination of the CEFR and the speed with which it has come into common use in the member states have accompanied profound changes in the context in which languages are taught and learned in Europe.
A growing awareness at local, regional and national level, and in the various European bodies, of the importance of language skills has resulted in the acquisition of language competences being accorded a very high priority in education policy. The place given to modern languages in the European Union’s 2010 Education and Training Programme, and the forthcoming European indicator of language competence for young Europeans, are two illustrations of this.

The desire of many education authorities and institutions to introduce explicit standards to increase the quality and effectiveness of learning and teaching places the notion of competence at the heart of the debate. This often leads to modern languages being offered as an example or model for other disciplines.

The growing mobility of citizens, especially of workers and students, and the development of exchanges throughout Europe make it increasingly necessary to improve the transparency of language qualifications.

Increasingly frequent personal and professional trans-border contacts and the clear value of international co-operation give new importance to the development of linguistic and intercultural understanding between citizens.

The rapid changes that have taken place in the social fabric of society in the member states have added a special focus on linguistic and intercultural skills as a key means of contributing to social cohesion and intercultural understanding – which are among the priorities set by the Heads of States and Governments of the Member States of the Council of Europe at their 3rd Summit.

The reaffirmation of the need to recognise the value of the linguistic and cultural diversity of Europe requires a re-examination of the role and place of the various languages as well as of teaching objectives and the means of making plurilingualism accessible to every European.

Member states, European authorities, public and private international bodies, local and national institutions, and persons involved in language teaching clearly consider that the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages is a significant reference in addressing these challenges.

The rapid adoption of the Common European Framework of Reference is in itself a determining factor in the situation outlined above and raises crucial questions regarding the use of this instrument and the sharing of responsibility between the Council of Europe and its different partners:
· How can the reference value of this framework at international level be enhanced and preserved, given the very wide variety of uses to which it is put and conditions in which it is implemented, while enabling all players to assume their particular responsibilities in this field?

· What can be done to promote those central concepts of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages which often seem to be given insufficient consideration although they are essential to the coherent use of this instrument and offer powerful responses to a number of the challenges being faced, such as linguistic diversity and the notion of plurilingual competence?

· How can the best use be made of the resources contained in the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages in responding to specific needs without changing its functions and particular scope?

· What responses can be made to the new needs generated by the different uses of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages?

These questions, as well as others that may come to light during the Forum, will be at the centre of discussions and should make it possible to define further initiatives to exploit the full potential of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages and clarify the responsibilities of the various stakeholders regarding the use and sharing of this reference tool.

The discussions should also produce elements to be considered in the preparation of a future Recommendation of the Committee of Ministers on the use of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages.

Participants

The authorities of the states parties to the European Cultural Convention have already been  invited to nominate delegates who have responsibilities in one of the sectors corresponding to the three main topics to be addressed by the Forum: i) assessment; ii) curricula and school manuals; iii) teacher training. In addition, as the European Language Portfolio (ELP) is an application of the CEFR, the Forum directly concerns all persons responsible for the ELP at national level.

In addition, NGOs interested in these issues are also invited to send representatives to this Forum and independent experts may also take part upon request and according to available places. For further information please contact the Secretariat.
Working languages
The participants should be able to work in English or French.

Simultaneous interpretation will be provided in the plenary sessions and in one working group. The working languages in the other working groups will be either English or French (without interpretation).

6.
Further information
The draft programme and working documents, will be available in due course on the Language Policy Division website: www.coe.int/lang
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