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The Bureau of the Executive Council of the NorthwtBoCentre held its traditional “beginning of
the year” meeting in Strasbourg on 30 January, wtige Chairmanship of the President of the
Executive Council, Mr Claude Frey. The list of peipgants appears in Appendix .

1. Opening of the meeting and adoption of the agead
The Bureau adopted the draft agenda as in appedosument NSC/Bur (2009) 1.
2. Information by the Chairman and the Executive Diector on the latest developments

The Chairman reported on his participation at thieiran session of the Congress of Local and
Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe, agriwhich the signature of the Co-operation
Agreement between the North-South Centre and thegi@es took place (2 December 2008,
Strasbourg). He expressed his satisfaction inréisigect and stressed his expectations that this new
cooperation framework will lead to enhanced comaction between the two bodies.

The Chairman also reported on his participatiorthat General Assembly of the Arab States
Broadcasting Union (12-13 January 2009, Jeddahjs phrticipation followed the contacts

established at the “Euro-Arab days for mutual usideding” co-organised by the Council of
Europe (with a strong participation of the NSC) aidECSO in Tunis in October 2008. It opened
new prospects for cooperation between the NSClandhtain medias in the Arab world, which are
all represented in ASBU. This cooperation is oftipatar relevance for the forthcoming North-

South Prize Ceremony, where Queen Rania of JordBberone of two main protagonists, and for
the NSC contribution to the CoE Campaign agairssirgiination.

The Chairman informed the Bureau of the decisi&eriaby the government of Serbia, on 15
January, on the country’s accession to the NortttEGentre. He stressed that this decision was
fully in line with the programme of Serbia’s rec&ttairmanship of the Committee of Ministers
(May — November 2007) and followed close contaetsnd) the whole last year, in particular
with the Serbian Minister of Youth and Sport (wlok the intitiative of this decision) and with
the Serbian Ambassadors in Strasbourg and in Lisbon

The Chairman added that, during a lunch he had th@hPermanent Representative of Serbia in
Strasbourg on 29 January, he had received confom#tat formal notification of this important
development was imminent, and that Serbia’s acoesiate to the North-South Centre would be
1 March 2009. He also informed the Bureau on thehamge of views he had with the PACE
Committee on economic affairs, on 29 January, whdrest discussion took place on the report
on the future of the North-South Centre (to be pre@ by Mr Sasi), and on his meetings on 29
January with parliamentary delegations of Tunisid &lgeria, who were participating in the
PACE session and who confirmed their countriegrest in strenghtening cooperation with the
CoE in general and the NSC in particular. This Wy in line with previous discussions during
the year 2008, in particular those held at the @man’'s visits to Marocco in February and
Tunisia and Algeria in October. There was clearlywandow of opportunity” for a closer
cooperation between the Maghreb countries and tum €l of Europe, and their accession to the
NSC would be a logical step in this respect.

The Executive Director reported on the Centre’smaativities and developments which have taken
place since the meeting of the Executive Coundilawember. These include:

1. The constitutive General Assembly of the newtgated Euromediterranean University
(EMUNI) (25-26 November, Barcelona);
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2. Council of Europe’s symposium “Globalization anthges of the Other: challenges and
new perspectives for history teaching in Europstafbul, 30 November — 1 December);

3.  Council of Europe’s Conference of Ministezsponsible for culture “Intercultural dialogue
as a basis for peace and sustainable developmdatrriope and neighbouring regions”
(Baku, 2-3 December);

4. Meeting of the Arab Network on Economic, Socad Cultural Rights (ARADESC)
“Cultural rights in the Maghreb States and EgyRabat, 18-19 December);

5.  Council of Europe’s®*iWorld Congress on Constitutional Justice (Cape,@8-24 January
2009).

As far as the four first events mentioned abovecaneerned, the Executive Director refered to the
written information contained in his November an@écBmber 2008 monthly reports (docs:
NSC/Inf (2008) 27 and NSC/Inf (2009) 1). Regardihg last event, organised jointly by the
Venice Commission and the Constitutional Court ofit§-Africa, he explained that this had been
an impressive gathering, where almost one hundoethtces were represented, mostly by the
Presidents of their Constitutional Courts. The clibjes were, on the one hand, to identify the
common basis of constitutional principles which barnconsidered as universal (an objective which
is fully in line with the work on the universalityf human rights launched at the 2008 Lisbon
Forum) and, on the other hand, to create a permhaneress for dialogue and cooperation between
constitutional courts at global level. The NSC madgpecial contribution to the World Congress by
ensuring participation of the African lusophonernies and the Executive Director was invited to
address the Conference at the closing session. f8koa up, the NSC will continue to support
cooperation among CPLP countries in the fiel ofstitutional justice, in the framework of the
global process which has been formally set up peCeown.

The representative of PACE, Mr Sasi, gave additiam@rmation on the report he has been
committed to prepare (see the outline in appentjixHe said that this report would be the

occasion of assessing the work of the Centre siiscereation, almost 20 years ago, and of
having an in-depth reflection regarding its mangdate composition, its operation and its

priorities. The preparation of the report woulddmeducted in close cooperation with the NSC
Executive bodies, and the aim was to propose astatutory Resolution to the Committee of
Ministers by the Autumn 2009, so that it could W@ted some time during the six months
period (November 2009 — May 2010) where thd" Znniversary of the Centre would be

celebrated. At this stage, the main idea that shbalexplored is to create the conditions for the
participation of all CoE members states in the N®@ijle keeping the door open for non

European States.

The representative of the Congress, Mr Bozoulgyiméd the Bureau of the prospect of creating
a “Euro-Mediterranean” working group within the @pess Bureau, and said that the Congress
would welcome the Centre’s participation in it. &leo informed the Bureau of the serious health
accident that had affected the President of theg@&wss, Mr Mildon, and of the fact that the
President of the Chamber of local authorities, Micaéllef, was chairing the Congread
interim. The representative of the INGO Conference, Mredulinformed the Bureau of the
election of its new Chairman, Mr Jean-Marie Heydho would take over the seat in the NSC
Executive Council (and in the Bureau) which hadnbeecupied so far by Annelise Oeschger.

A discussion took place, in which participants webed the consolidated prospects for the
Centre’s activities. Recent developments showettheyear 2009 was starting on a promising
basis, and that the recovery process that the NS@bne through in 2008 offered both renewed
credibility and fresh opportunities. A more focusisicussion took place regarding the Centre’s
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future cooperation with ASBU, where it was felt ttllhe promotion of freedom of expression
should be a major priority.

Decisions;
The Bureau:

- took note of the oral reports of the Chairman &edBxecutive Director;

- welcomed the confirmed prospect for Serbia’s adoeds the NSC by 1 March 2009;

- welcomed the prospect and timetable of Mr Sasp®nteon the future of the North-South
Centre, while looking forward to have a fruitfulatbgue with the Rapporteur and the
Economic Committee of PACE so as the process lgddithe preparation of a new statutory
Resolution for the North-South Centre could makestantial progress in 2009;

- expressed its deep sorrow for the health accidardhvhappened to President Mildon and its
sincere wish for a quick recover;

- congratulated the new President of the CoE INGOf€ence, Mr Jean-Marie Heydt, for his
election, while expressing its gratitude for thastant support for, and active participation in,
the NSC Executive bodies that his predecessor, I&ern@eschger, had demonstrated.

3. 2009 calendar and programme of activities, in pécular:

- North-South Prize: 2008 Ceremony and 2009 comptbn
- Activities carried out under the joint EC/NSC programmes
- Lisbon Forum

The Executive Director presented the provision#&rudar of activities for 2009 as it appears in
document NSC/Inf (2009) 2 prov. This calendarasdsl on the programme of activities adopted
in November 2008 by the Executive Council (doc: NST (2008) 10 final), and contains
additional information on the planned activitesformation was also provided on the activities
currently under preparation, in particular thossnggemplemented in the framework of the new
EC/NSC joint programmes.

The Chairman informed the Bureau of the latest newghe 2008 North-South Prize Ceremony
and the 2009 competition. He explained that thee@eny would take place on 16 March and
that the Executive Council would meet on 17 Maifdte call for candidatures for the 2009 Prize
will be made before the end of February and thelldeawill be 31 May. It was important that,
as in 2008, the NSC member states and other stile@bavould make proposals for the Prize,
also taking into account the fact that this wouddtihe Prize of the 3DAnniversary of the NSC.

The Executive Director informed the Bureau of tteesof preparations of the Ceremony, and of
the measures taken to have a meaningful Prize,th&difficulties that the Centre had with Joao
Mourilho, one of the two creators of the existimgg®. The 2008 Prize would be a sculpture of
the other artist, Livio de Moraes, representingahar (the Earth) embracing her two children
(the North and the South).

A short discussion took place on the preparatidnthe Lisbon Forum 2009. The Executive
Director informed the Bureau of the contacts he Wwdld Jorge Sampaio, High Represenative of
the Alliance of Civilisations, who confirmed hig@mtion to continue the NSC / AoC partnership
initiated in 2008. One option for the theme coudd“Bromoting a human rights culture through
education”, in connection with the internationahyéor education on human rights launched by
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the UN from December 2008 to December 2009. Therd®eptative from Spain suggested
“security and liberty” as a possible alternative.

Decision:

The Bureau took note of the provisional calendamdivities for 2009 and the information
provided by the Chairman and the Executive Direotothe preparation of these activities.

4. 4T meeting of the Executive Council (17 March 2009,isbon)

The Bureau examined the draft agenda for thH& m#eting of the Executive Council meeting
which will take place on 17 March 2009 in Lisbon ionjunction with the North-South Prize
Ceremony). In this connection, the Chairman redaliess statement, before been re-elected in
March 2008, that he was ready continue to chairgtkecutive Council but only for a period of
one year. It was therefore necessary to includéamn“Chairmanship of the Executive Council”
on the agenda.

Decision:

The Bureau approved the draft agenda for tiierddeting of the Executive Council meeting as it
appears in Appendix III.

5. Preparations for the 28" Anniversary of the North-South Centre

The Executive Director provided information on ibeas and preparations for the NSC'd' 20
anniversary which will take place in 2009/2010. Timaetable for the celebrations starts in
November 2009 (Zbanniversary of the creation of the Centre by desisf the Committee of
Ministers in Strasbourg) and ends in May 2013"(@@niversary of the setting up of the Centre
in Lisbon). This period coincides with the Swissa@manship of the CoE Committee of
Ministers and with the end of the present Execuieeincil mandate.

In conformity with the strategic document adoptedspring 2008 by the Centre’s statutory
bodies, the main project for the ®nniversary is to prepare a new statutory resofuti
confirming the relevance and the role of the N@tuth Centre as the main instrument designed
to promote CoE action and values beyond Europeutir education, youth cooperation and
intercultural dialogue. As discussed previously, decision of the CoE Parliamentary Assembly
(which took the initiative of launching the Nortlm&h Campaign in the 1980s and was the
leading force behind the creation of the North-&oDentre) to prepare a report on the future of
the NSC during the year 2009 offers an ideal fraor&wn this respect.

Another idea that has been launched is to honaumwihners of the North-South Prize since its
creation in 1994. The possible ways of doing tinsild be to prepare a prestigious publication
where the Prize winners could contribute with detfon about their engagement in North-
South solidarity and in human rights promotionhe tvorld, preferably through an original text.
A special reunion of the Prize winners would bedhelspring 2010 in Lisbon, during which the
publication would be officially presented.

Additional ideas include the preparation of a viadip / short movie highlighting the Centre’s
main achievements since its creation, which cowddcbupled with a reference publication
covering the period from Spring 1984 (when the PAC&nference “North-South : Europe’s
role” was held in Lisbon) to the end of 2009.



The Executive Director also presented a projecttier2d" Anniversary logo, which was using
the existing NSC logo and building on the figur@™2This project had been inspired by the logo
used for the CoE 6DAnniversary, as both logos would in some casassed together.

A discussion took place, during which a generaliigevas expressed that the"28nniversary
was a great opportunity for the Centre. Besidentagor project aiming at elaborating a new
statutory Resolution, this should be used for abfigurelations” exercice. The ideas of the
Secretariat were generally welcomed, although tlimair@an expressed some reservations
regarding the publication on the North-South prmaaners, feeling that this might be a costly
production compared to its likely impact. Sevep@akers shared ideas about possible objects to
be produced (calendars, pins, USB keys, coffee,clips, wallets, watches...), the general
feeling being that these objects should be of dadg for their owners and therefore have a
permanent visibility.

Decision:

The Bureau took note of the ideas and preparatioreseen for the 2D Anniversary of the
North-South Centre.

6. Any other business

None

7. Date and place of next meeting

The next meeting will take place in principle oniday 26 June 2009 in Strasbourg, in

connection with the '3 part-session of the Parliamentary Assembly. Thetimg will be
followed by the Jury for the 2009 North-South Prize
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

1. Representative of Switzerland

Mr Claude FREY Chairman of the Executive Council

Route des Clos 108, CH-2012 AUVERNIER

tel +41 32 732 96 90 mobile +41 792507000

fax +41 32 732 96 97 e-mail claude.frey@bluewin.ch

2. Representative of Spain

Mr Pablo DESPORTES, Deputy to the Permanent Repiasee,
67 allée de la Robertsau, F-67000 STRASBOURG
tel +33 388 24 60 50 fax +33 3 88 36 01 83

3. Representative of the Parliamentary Assembly
Mr Kimmo SASI, Member of the Parliamentary Assembly

Eduskunta, FI-00102 HELSINKI
tel +358 9 4321 fax +358 9432 22 74 e-nraihmo.sasi@eduskunta.fi

4. Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of # Council of Europe

Mr Jean-Philippe BOZOULS, Secretary of the Chandferocal Authorities
e-mailjean-philippe.bozouls@coe.int

5. Representative of the Conference of INGOs

Mr Michel JULIEN, Chairman of the “Transversal @mon Europe and global challenges” of
the INGOs enjoying Participatory Status with theu@al of Europe
e-mailmmjulien@yahoo.fr

CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE MEMBER
STATES (Germany)

Ambassador Eberhard KOLSCH, Permanent RepreseatafivGermany to the Council of
Europe, 6 quai Mullenheim, 67000 Strasbourg, France

tel + 33 3 88 24 67 30 fax: + 33 3 88 25 50 41 d-gizerhard.kolsch@diplo.de
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE HOST COUNTRY (Portugal)

Mr Jodo PATRICIO, Deputy Permanent Representativodaugal to the Council of Europe

11 rue Fischart, F-67000 STRASBOURG

tel +33 3 88 60 16 77 fax +33 3 88 60 70 42

NORTH-SOUTH CENTRE SECRETARIAT

Mr Denis HUBER, Executive Director



Appendix 2
AS/EC (2009) 06
20 January 2009
aae06_2009
Committee on Economic Affairs and Development
The future of the European Centre for Global
Interdependence and Solidarity (North-South Centre)
Outline for report
Rapporteur: Mr Kimmo Sasi, Finland, EPP/CD
Aim : Recommendation for a new statutory resolution confi rming the
Centre’s importance and role and adapting its objec  tives,
composition and operation to the challenges of the “post 9/11” era
Introduction
1. An innovative and visionary idea
a. Ambitious goals (mandate and activities),
b. An inclusive and flexible co-operation structure and a distinctive mode
of operation
(need to preserve the quadrilogue)
C. 20 years on, a role that is potentially more important than ever

2. Contrasting results

a. A growth period (1989-2002), during which the Centre doubled the
number of member states

b. A crisis period (2003-2007), marked by loss of confidence and the
withdrawal of founder states

C. A new vitality and new-found credibility (2008-2009)

3. Consolidation as the basis for a new impetus

a New mandate for the Centre
b. The need to mobilise the Centre’s stakeholders
C. Turning the Centre into an enlarged agreement

Conclusion
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Draft agenda for the 4" meeting of the Executive Council

Tuesday 17 March 2009 (09h30 — 13h00)

Lisbon (exact venue to be confirmed)

Opening of the meeting

1.
2.

3.

Adoption of the draft agenda
Information by the Chairman and the Executive®or on the latest developments
Chairmanship of the Executive Council

2008 Activities report
2009 calendar and programme of activities

Forthcoming PACE report on the future of the tNeéBouth Centre: Exchange of views with
the rapporteur, Mr Kimmo Sasi

20" Anniversary of the North-South Centre
Any other business

Date and place of next meeting



