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CARTAGENA CARTAGENA -- a successful experience of restoring and a successful experience of restoring and 
rejuvenating the city with the old Roman theatre as the rejuvenating the city with the old Roman theatre as the 
epicentre for changeepicentre for change

Cristina GutiCristina Guti éérrezrrez--CortinesCortines
3rd European Heritage Forum3rd European Heritage Forum

IstanbulIstanbul, 2010 October 1, 2010 October 1
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In a critical situation with economical 
recession and dramatic social crisis all 
ideological, political and social forces  
geared upgeared up for the same target:

The Roman Theatre become an icon of 
the economic recovery based on the 
recuperation of historical identity
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Iberian settlement, it was officially founded by th e Iberian settlement, it was officially founded by th e 
Carthaginian general Hasdrubal in 227 BC Carthaginian general Hasdrubal in 227 BC 

Big trade port in the Mediterranean during Roman Big trade port in the Mediterranean during Roman 
Empire (silver and blenda mining, and a way of Empire (silver and blenda mining, and a way of 
exporting foodstuffs) exporting foodstuffs) 

XIXXIX--XX. Industrial Development.XX. Industrial Development.

•• Booming mining industryBooming mining industry

• Development of the heavy-chemical industry
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1992-1995 

Turning point for hope based on 
the carthaginian and roman 
historical identity, promoted by 
citizens.
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““ We decided those glorious deeds books We decided those glorious deeds books 
featuring the two greatest generals of antiquity: featuring the two greatest generals of antiquity: 
Hannibal Barca y Publius C. Scipio, Hannibal Barca y Publius C. Scipio, ……

And we got down to workAnd we got down to work ””
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The Theatre was built between V and I BC, in the time of 
Augustus, and it was dedicated to his grandsons Caio 
Caesar and Lucio Caesar , who were murdered.

The inscription which rested on the lintels says: ´´consul 
designatus en el cursus de Caio´´
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1ª ACTION OF THE COLLABORATION

DEMOLISH OF 185 BUILDINGSDEMOLISH OF 185 BUILDINGS
Every family recived another accommodation

Action executed by City Council Social 
Services + Regional Administration 

(new buildings)
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COORDINATION AND COORDINATION AND 
INSTITUTIONALINSTITUTIONAL COOPERATIONCOOPERATION
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FINANCING MODELFINANCING MODEL

33,3 %

33,3 %

33,3 % ������������������
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+ The wage and the archeologist´s work of the 
University
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1998 Creation Polytechnic 1998 Creation Polytechnic 
University of CartagenaUniversity of Cartagena
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12.017.689 12.017.689 €€

21.823.630 21.823.630 €€

Regeneration Regeneration 
AreaArea
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