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It is my honour to act as Rapporteur for this Hglrel conference to stop sexual violence against
children. 1 would like to begin by thanking all #®who attended this event, to act as chairs, to
speak, and to participate and listen to the dedtibmns. Particular thanks go to Gas#ld the
group of young people who participated with memtaadind important contributions to this
event.

As General Rapporteur my objective was to extracbmmendations and ideas from the high
level speakers, experts and other participantsrémpte the launching of national campaigns
against sexual violence and to support the sigeatatification and implementation of the
Lanzarote Convention.

1. Child Abuse as a Children’s Rights

Child sexual abuse is a children’s rights issuds Theans that all children have a right to be
protected from child sexual abuse; it also meaasttie duty to protect children falls on states
and state authorities in the first instance, batisb falls on civil society, the media, the prevat
sector and all adults. Recognising that child skxakse is a children’s rights issue also
recognises that children who suffer abuse haveitie to receive remedies that are effective,
that are child-friendly, family-friendly and takentdo account the specific needs and
circumstances of children in the short-, medium land-term.

2. Non-Discrimination

We have heard that child sexual abuse affects remldvithout reference to social group,
nationality or other factors. But it particularlffects some groups of children, including children
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without parental care — those in residential in§ths or unaccompanied minors — and children
with disabilities.

Our responses must thus focus on universal, primarg multi-disciplinary prevention
approaches that are alert and pay special attetdidhe additional risks faced by particularly
vulnerable children.

3. International Problem

Sexual abuse is not only an intensely private issaecerning an enormous breach of the right
to physical integrity and dignity of the child,ig also a community, national and international
problem. It is a community issue because it corce@wveryone, whether you interact with

children personally or professionally. It is also iaternational problem because globalisation,
the development of new social media and advanceésauel and technology allow abusers to

abuse across borders or without reference to redtimrders.

International nature of the problem demands intensio-operation and collaboration at a
regional and an international level.

4. Importance of Data

Despite the work that has been done, we still dohawe a full picture of the nature of child
abuse against children and the extent of it. Wadrte identify ways of promoting better and
more robust systems of data collection, as wellata analysis and dissemination, and to work
harder on ways of exchanging information and exaspoff best practice. Given the nature of
those who abuse children it is critical also that develop the most effective and appropriate
ways of recording and sharing information abouedfers and those who pose a risk to children.
Robust systems that manage and share informatenital to counteract the secrecy on which
perpetrators depend.

5. Prevention

As a children’s rights issue, child sexual abusaas only about prevention — about adults
protecting children. It is also important to recisgn develop and support children — to empower
children - but without putting the responsibility ohildren to protect themselves.

It has also been recalled that those who perpettaté sexual abuse may also be children. A
children’s rights approach requires us to investhiese children also, to identify children who



abuse and to apply the principles of rehabilitabeer punishment, as long as the victim’s safety
is protected.

Regular, ongoing training of all professionals wivork with and for children is absolutely
central to the effectiveness of the strategies wdtgetion and prevention. Training and
continuing professional development is needed twuenthat those who work for and with
children are alert to the risks of abuse, can resggthe signs and indicators of abusive
relationships, and know how to report and respandutspicions of abuse in a way that keeps
children safe and ensures their rights are resgecte

5.1  Training and monitoring of professionals

Under the CRC, each right is interlinked and inslisie. However, professionals still have to
learn how to work better in an inter-disciplinanydamulti-disciplinary manner, to co-ordinate
fully, to share information and approaches, in otdepromote and protect all the rights of the
child.

In addition to training and education for all pregenals, monitoring and supervision of those

who work with children in educational, healthcdegsure, social and other settings needs to take
place if we are to dismantle the secrecy on whimlisars depend and to prevent abusers from
assuming positions of authority.

5.2  Education and awareness-raising

It is crucial to raise awareness among all adultsengenerally about the risk that sexual abuse
poses to children, how to protect children fromusdxabuse and to respond when such harm is
caused.

Education — for children and for adults - is vigalmportant and this is why the Council of
Europe’s 1 in 5 campaign is so essential. Butpmwst also move beyond information to create a
safe space in which children know they can talkhwbonfidence about what is happening to
them, to people who will believe them and respopgdrapriately. Creating this space within
which children know they will be believed is thalrehallenge but that is our responsibility as
adults.

As a separate children’s rights issue, it is imgairto advocate on behalf of young people; to
represent them in our professional and personahadigp at local, regional, national and
international levels. Giving the issue of child abypolitical priority is part of that advocacy role
Advocacy is also about engaging genuinely with ypprople, listening to them, hearing what
they say, and taking them seriously.



6. Leadership by the Council of Europe

The Council of Europe is at the forefront in th@rpotion of consensus-based standards in the
area of children’s rights and child protection dhd case law of the European Court of Human
Rights has made a unique contribution to intermafioand national law on the effective
protection of children from harm including withineir own families.

A number of additional instruments are particulantyportant here, including:

» Lanzarote Convention on the Protection of Childrem Sexual Abuse

* Recommendation on National integrated strategiedinunate violence against children
* Recommendation 2005 on the rights of children tvim residential institutions

* Guidelines on Child Friendly Justice of 2010.

You will also be interested to learn that standsetting instruments on child friendly healthcare
and on child friendly social services will soondmcluded:

These instruments set the standards that stateks toeenplement at national level and they
provide a barometer against which all states camd@sured. This monitoring can and should be
undertaken by everyone — civil society, academadional parliaments, the institutions of the
Council of Europe and the European Union. In tespect, the European Union accession to the
Lanzarote Convention is considered to be of an stimoportance.

A very important part of this response is to engbhed law and policy at national level provides
the highest level of protection to children fromuab, including criminalising all types of
conduct constituting the abuse of children, payagdicular attention to how to respond to those
including family members who occupy positions afsty authority and influence over a child.
We need to continue to find ways to work collabieedy to combat the legal and technical and
indeed political challenges associated with the ase regulation of the internet. The
involvement of the private sector, including thedmaeis central to the effectiveness of responses
here, as is the harmonisation of international Batbpean Union responses and the exercise of
political will to show that child protection is aigrity.

At the national level, systems to report and redporthe abuse of children need to be effective,
appropriate, integrated and child-friendly. Theyado work with parliaments, with national
children’s rights organisations and ombudsmen/casimmners for children and statutory
agencies. They need to be developed and impleménteattnership with young people, so that



they are accessible to young people, focused anrikeds and informed by their experiences
and perspectives.

7. Global Response

As we have heard, however, these objectives amdiatds are not just of European relevance,
they stand as an example of what can be achievadegional and international level. Through
linkages with instruments like the Convention oa Rights of the Child Optional Protocol on

the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and CHadrnography, we can further internationalise
our efforts to work towards a global response. Agenlike the Committee on the Rights of the
Child; the Secretary General’'s Special Represestain Violence against Children; UNICEF

and UNHRC have a key collaborative function here.

Nationally and internationally, we need to promdite use of legal and other remedies to
challenge state’s failure to protect children. Whdcal remedies are always better, | would draw
your attention also to the importance of usingrimiional systems of individual petition, like
the European Convention on Human Rights, to enfetate obligations in this area. We also
need to support the work being done to developght rof individual petition to the UN
Committee on the Rights of the Child. Together ¢hemmedies could be used to hold states to
account in the protection of children from sexualse and violence.

8. Intensifying Efforts to Implement Standards

It is important to look forward so that we can @lme away with a clear idea of the work that
has now to be done.

It behoves us all — professionally and personaltg ntensify our efforts to provide leadership
on this issue to others. We need to use our pasitto vigorously encourage our respective
governments to ratify the Lanzarote Convention, tanfiilly implement all the relevant Council
of Europe instruments, including the GuidelinesGinld Friendly Justice recently adopted by
the Committee of Ministers. The development of paigns that are specific, targeted and
adequately resourced must be an urgent nationatitgri integrated with the national plans
focused on the elimination of violence against dilgh more generally. In this regard we
encourage you to use the materials developed bZdhmcil of Europe — the book about KIKO
and the Hand, the TV spot, the website and the kiebr Rule — to contextualise them, and
incorporate them into efforts to educate parentstagip them to educate their children. Help us
to implement the Council of Europe’s commitmenetssure these materials are widely used and
translated into as many languages as possible. a¥e also to work together to encourage the



European Union to ensure that the Directive culyebeing drafted in this area makes the
blocking of images of child sexual abuse mandatory.

9. Partnerships and leadership

One of the merits of a conference like this is timdp together those who have experience and
expertise that can help to prevent children fromsaband ensure our response to that abuse is
effective and child and family-friendly. Documendithe positive developments that have taken
place, and focusing on full implementation of tb@nslards that we have set to protect children
from sexual abuse as a child’s right and our workhese areas must now take on renewed
urgency.

Developing the inter-personal, inter-disciplinaryinter-institutional and international
relationships on which these outcomes depend has aevital part of this conference. These
developments do not end here and we urge you,ntince to develop these relationships in the
future with a view to bringing home to your own angsations and countries the best practice
that has been highlighted here in Rome. In this,way have real potential to act as multipliers,
to actively promote reform in your countries, tovelep and use awareness raising materials and
tools to train professionals who work for and watiildren, to educate parents and children. We
need to help Kiko and his story to reach parentstheir children, to change children’s lives and
to protect their childhood.

For those who have suffered abuse, professionatkingowith children — and Gaél himself -
have told us that children can and will overconmettiauma of child sexual abuse if they receive
the appropriate support. We must continue to lelmom each other and from children
themselves to ensure this is everyone’s priority.

Thank you.



