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ROLE OF CLASSICAL UNIVERSITIESIN CREATING A STABLE
MULTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Multiculturalism is a reality of modern life. InuRsia, it looks set to be a defining fea-
ture of social development in the coming decadgsuthern Russia is one of the most com-
plex regions in the country. The federal subjéiats lie in the North Caucasian Federal Dis-
trict created in 2010 are typically multiculturaddamultifaith entities, with significant migra-
tion flows and varying degrees of urban developméytded to this is the potential for social
and political conflict, terrorism and extremismugla series of problems connected with the
geopolitical situation. The long-term developmehthe new federal district and a successful
resolution of the crisis will, to a large extengépénd on the ability of the younger generation
to effectively pursue their life and career goalsicontext of multiculturalism and ongoing
intercultural dialogue, thereby ensuring the inrimega dynamic development of the country
as a whole and, what is more, the preservatiots afifiegrity.

University education has a special role to plaghis transformation process. It seems
to us that recent years have brought a new reialisah Russia and elsewhere, that in today’s
world, education is a crucial factor in achievingcsess, both at individual and at national
level. The globalisation of all areas of socidiiaty has inevitably created a need not only
for the appropriate specialists, but also for widetlucated, creatively-minded citizens with
good intercultural communication skills. It is macident that when the North Caucasian
Federal District was created, one of the key geatswvas to establish a North Caucasus fed-
eral university.

From its traditional role as an institution for mdisation and transmitting experience,
education is thus evolving into a means of socitucal development. And within this proc-
ess, universities have a particular part to ptagvary level — global, state, regional and local.

That is how we at Stavropol State University [SSEg our role in the multicultural re-
gion in which we live. For us, one of the key edants in the effort to create social stability in
the region is harmonising interethnic relation®tigh the priority introduction of educational
programmes and the development of research praéuoesd at producing highly skilled spe-
cialists capable of implementing, in their professil activities, policy to ensure the socio-
political, economic, environmental, informationafcio-cultural and intellectual security of

southern Russia.



Stavropol State University and the education systethe North Caucasus as a whole
have to contend with a complex, ethnically divebsaly of students, with different lan-
guages, cultures and mentalities. And this etdiersity is growing by the year. We cur-
rently have students from 54 different ethnic geprolled in our daytime courses. Every
year, when dealing with admissions according toiiy of Education guidelines, the uni-
versity accepts applications from dozens of yowsrgstrom Kabardino-Balkaria, Karachay-
Cherkessia, the Chechen Republic, the Republic @fjglya, Ingushetia, Kalmykia and
South Ossetia. The role of higher educationalbéistaments in such circumstances is two-
fold.

On the one hand, it is important to create a speot@o-cultural and educational space,
drawing on national culture and the freedom to seoone’s identity, in terms of ethnicity,
religion and/or personal philosophy.

On the other, however, there is a need to ensutg interms of the organisational
structure and content of education, and the irtiegifi the state education system across the
country as a whole. The question of how to rederntiese two conflicting demands is one
that is currently being explored by researcherstaadhers at SSU.

From their inception, classical universities hawwagys been seen as cosmopolitan
communities, paving the way for various types dfwal dialogue: dialogue between the
culture of natural sciences and the culture of hmities, between different ethnic cultures,
and between scientific and theoretical ideas. Whgpects of this traditional-style university
education are worth preserving and what needs thaeged?

Firstly, classical universities in Russia mushtawue to form the basis of a unified
national education system, and ensure its develpparal optimum use.

Secondly, university education programmes shoutdnty reflect the globalisation of
information, but also include various areas ofarai and regional study, with a specific eth-
nocultural slant. University education should citmite to the socialisation and universalisa-
tion of ethnic groups, and promote integration aradusion in the wider context of Russian
and world culture.

Thirdly, classical universities have a respongipilo become centres of civic and pa-
triotic education, a focal point for all the forcessociety responsible for non-material pro-
duction — policy-makers, scientists, educationgliattists. Patriotism is an intrinsic part of
the Russian consciousness, and the task of scamteducation as a whole is to provide it
with an objective foundation at a time when thara need for all members of society to em-

brace the idea.



Classical universities are concerned not simphwhe methods, but also, more broad-
ly, with the methodology of multicultural educatjomorking on the basic concept, principles
and ways of implementing multiculturalism in educatand cultivating ethnocultural com-
petencies in their students. Today’'s fast-changimgal and political environment requires
us to find new approaches and solutions. For SpmlrState University, situated in the
ethno- and geopolitical centre of a complex, mettinic and multicultural macroregion such
as the North Caucasus, the realisation that, pisua students are set to become increasingly
multi-ethnic, multifaith and multicultural, so tas the workforce of which they will eventu-
ally be a part, is of fundamental importance.

It is a well-known fact that people don'’t like viithey don’t know. If a person re-
ceives no information about neighbouring peoplestures, customs and traditions, he will
be inclined to perceive them as alien or, veryrokeen, hostile to himself. Ethnocultural
competency presupposes a willingness to overcoffieutlies in communication and other
types of interaction with members of different ethcommunities, specifically: the ability to
remain impartial when evaluating other people, #meir specific national psychological
traits, to overcome ethnocentric prejudices ancespond to the demands, interests and be-
haviour of people of other cultures in an engaggthpathetic and tactful manner.

Stavropol State University is willing and able take a substantial contribution to the
advancement of intercultural dialogue in a multirét society. In particular, we have devel-
oped an innovative educational project entitledé&tion of an innovative research and edu-
cation facility in a classical university setting a condition for producing a new generation
of specialists capable of implementing nationausiég policy and a positive scenario for the
development of the North Caucasus macroregion® dim of the programme is to introduce
a single educational and scientific process at $8&kd on an innovative model for a re-
search university, and designed to produce a rewergtion of regional scientific, political
and business leaders who will be capable of ergugdgional security, and providing posi-
tive, sustainable, irreversible impetus to the alp@conomic and political processes in the
North Caucasus as an integral part of Russia’slisid space”.

To this end, much more emphasis is now being placestudent’s moral training. At
SSU, the educational process is inextricably linkedhe task of developing a world view
that fosters tolerance and intercultural commuiocaskills. One of the ways in which we
seek to provide moral training is through the gabbneaking project mentioned above, the
main aim of which is to introduce research and atlanal activities focusing on “Security
and counter-terrorism”. The project is designedit@ graduates the basic skills they need to

find self-fulfilment in a context of interculturdialogue in a multi-ethnic macroregion.



In March 2010 SSU entered a new programme entitkeshan-resource and scientific
support for security and the fight against extremis the North Caucasian Federal District”
in a competition. Central to this programme isittea that all aspects of research and teach-
ing should be directed towards achieving the magtegic goal, namely to ensure Russia’s
national security by reducing the threats and rasksing in the North Caucasus region. One
of the key ideas of the programme is to concengtt#ts on designing moral education ac-
tivities in a multi-ethnic society. The SUU’s praghme sets a number of goals in this area:
prevent extremism through science and educatie@inblogies, develop a “portfolio of
identities” of North Caucasus youth, incorporataetbithe Russia-wide system of socio-
cultural coordinates, and create a new breed ofelsafrom among those who possess these
identities. Clearly, developing applied technoésgin the humanities requires appropriate
experience and a powerful infrastructure in thenfaf formally established research centres.
SSU proposes that the state make use of the uywersonsiderable experience in studying
interethnic relations and regional security.

One issue that is particularly pertinent for southiRussian today is interfaith dialogue.
SSU has recently turned its attention to the expemtal teaching in schools of the basics of
religious culture and secular ethics. Stavropa haen designated as one of the pilot re-
gions. A peculiar feature of this region is thaisimultifaith, with schoolchildren from dif-
ferent religious backgrounds studying togethehim $ame schools and the same classrooms.
What are the likely effects of this kind of eduoa®? Will it contribute to intercultural dia-
logue and help foster a sense of community anditglear will it, on the contrary, create new
dividing lines? The answer to these questions isrta be seen.

When discussing the new vision of moral educati@w approaches and methods, it is
important not to overlook the moral developmentction performed by the university envi-
ronment, including the actual physical setting.firtn believer in the saying that “Even the
walls can teach”, SUU not only gives serious thdughthe aesthetic aspect of the new and
rebuilt laboratories, lecture halls and studenidexes, but is also trying to create an aes-
thetically appealing intellectual environment. Qpfehe focal points of this activity is what
we call the “SUU museums hub”. The university @wnhome to a cutting-edge museum
complex that makes extensive use of informatiomretogies and teaching aids. Within
Stavropol State University, 9 museums are now wpranning, two of them unique: the His-
tory of Stavropol Journalism Museum and the MusairRegional Literature and Literary
Local History. The literature museum not only laal®cal history section, but also seeks to
reveal, through its exhibitions, the interactioriviieen Russian and Caucasian cultures. It

shows how drawing Caucasian culture into its dnag helped, and is still helping, to shape
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Russian civilisation, and how Stavropol played stdric role in the development of North
Caucasian culture and education.

Altogether, the museums have more than 8,000 dshithiere is a virtual exhibition,
state-of-the-art computer, multi-media, audio ande® equipment, dedicated publishing
software, Wi-Fi, etc. The museums also providéagfgrm for carrying out fundamental and
applied innovative research, teaching, tours ariceaah activities.

It will thus be observed that SSU is putting togeth system to cultivate the ethnocul-
tural competencies of students from all disciplin¥ge have amassed a considerable fund of
experience in providing expert scientific suppant policy initiatives designed to develop
Russian identity and civic patriotism. We will stip be in a position to present the results of
these efforts in the form of teaching materials anaducts and we are confident that they

will attract wide interest.



