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Theme: Using media education in teaching history
Title: Introduction to media analysis and use of media in the classroom
General Aim:

· To teach different media content analysis methods appropriate for the classroom.

· To promote the use of media in the classroom, within a cross curricular approach.

· To learn to assess the reliability of media (text) and history sources

Target group / age / level:

	Type of training
	School level
	Subject area

	Initial and in-service training
	Ages 12-19 
	History, citizenship


Brief description of the unit:

The material contains activities, suggestions, advice and explanations for teachers on the topic of the use of media, here textual content, analysis of media sources in the classroom. The fast development of media elicits the need to develop competences to analyse different media formats today. This aim can be integrated into several subject matters in schools and in many fields of education in general. Teachers, who routinely use different kinds of sources in history and civics lessons at school, should also use media-based sources as the intersection of history, civics and media is manifest. This material concentrates on media-based sources (e.g. newspapers) and on methods of text analysis. Crisis situations are used to bring up opportunities to work with the emotional aspects and bias in the media thus increasing the trainee’s capacity to judge the reliability of sources.
Methods/techniques used:

Individual and group work; interpretive approach
Time:

3 hours:
· Pre-reading
prior to the session

· Activity 1 
60 minutes

· Activity 2
60 minutes
· Activity 3
60 minutes

Tips for trainers: 

Teacher trainers from different regions or different countries can use different sources here. They should choose sample from different in media fields, for example: from newspapers, television, internet, etc.  A Teacher can also use extracts from articles in case article are too lengthy, but keeping the original materials is often important to fully analyse the overt and covert content contained in a media source .      
Resources:
· Articles from newspapers, photos from newspapers. 
· At least 2 sets of 2 articles, each set on one same theme

· Introduction 
Annexe 1

· Examples of articles
Annexe 2

Activity 2
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 60 minutes
Title: 
Text analysis around a crisis situation
General aim:

· To teach different media content analysis methods appropriate for the classroom.

Specific aims:

· To analyse the pervasive effect of our emotions in the treatment of crisis situations in the media both as readers and as producers of content.
· To apply text analysis methods to identify bias in the media and develop a critical attitude toward media.
Methods/techniques used:

Individual work, text analysis methods
Resources:

· Resources for introduction (annex 1)
· Sets of articles: each set is comprised of 2 articles on the same theme or event but present different perspectives –  you will need one set/ 8 participants (4 copies of one article + 4 copies of the second article).

· An example of  a set of articles ( annex 2)
Practical arrangements:

The room is set up for individual work.
Instructions/procedure:

· Present an introduction on key terms concerning the topic: you can use the resources suggested in annexe 1.
·  Divide the whole group in groups of maximum 8 participants.  
· Hand out copies of articles: each group should receive a set of articles on the same story or theme but presenting different perspectives: for example, a group of 8 would receive a set of 8 copies: 4 copies of an article presenting one perspective on an event + 4 copies of another article presenting a different perspective on the same event.
· Ask participants to underline in the text with different colours:

· Blue:  all sources found in the article;
· Red: the “hard” facts;
· Green: the commentary;

· Then ask participants to individually take notes on what they feel or guess about the article: underlying emotions, choice of quotes, emphasis on certain themes, repetition, ...
Tips to trainers/anticipated difficulties:

· What we define here as “crisis” is an unexpected event, which bring distress on an  individual or group level and produces negative reactions - difficult situations- such as  “finding a scapegoat”, facing the event solely with one’s own experiences, presenting opinions as fact, etc. Analysing crisis is very important for developing skills of critical thinking. It is necessary to stay critical in situations where emotions and subjective opinions are put forth by the media. 
Debriefing/reflecting:

· Did you feel comfortable doing this activity?
Did you feel any particular emotions while reading the articles?

Activity 2
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 60 minutes
Title: 
Confronting our findings
General aim:
· To learn to assess the reliability of media (text) and history sources

Specific aims:

· To learn techniques that allow students to differentiate types of sources, and evaluate their reliability.
· To raise awareness on bias in information treatment.
Methods/techniques used:

Group work; dialogical approach
Resources:

· Table for recording results (annexe 3)
Practical arrangements:

Arrange the room for group work.
Instructions/procedure:
· Ask groups to choose a moderators and a rapporteur

· Ask the groups of 8 to confront their reading by filling in together the table in annex 3.

· When tables are filled, have each group present to the whole group the table and explain its contents. Have them focus on the similarities and differences between the set of articles.

· Moderate a discussion on the findings and sum up using the theoretical base you presented during Activity 1: sources, primary source, secondary sources, media genres, etc..
Tips to trainers/anticipated difficulties:

· Although we are working on crisis situations, the trainer should avoid topics that are “too sensitive” in order to stay focused on the task of determining the reliability of sources, treatment of information and bias in the media.
Debriefing/reflecting:

· “What did you learn during this activity?”
Activity 3
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 60 minutes
Title: 
Comparing Sources
General aim:

· To promote the use of media in the classroom, within a cross curricular approach.

· To develop trainees skills in identifying criteria for judging the reliability of sources.
Specific aims:

· To learn rules for the analysis and comparison of sources.

· To develop trainees awareness of bias in the media
Methods/techniques used:

Group work
Resources:

· A set of questions (annex 4)
Practical arrangements:

Arrange the room for group work.

Instructions/procedure:

· Ask groups to change moderators and rapporteurs

· Ask groups to answer the questions in the worksheet in annexe 4.
· While they are doing the task, go around in groups and help them come up with new answers and analyse the article thoroughly.

· Ask groups to make a poster listing the 5 most important answers they found while working together during this activity.

· Have groups show their posters to the whole group
Tips to trainers/anticipated difficulties:

· The list of questions is quite lengthy. You may chose to reduce it or have the groups go quickly through them depending on your aim: a group that is at ease with the topic will benefit from skimming through the questions to get a feel of what the activity can bring student in a classroom; a groups who shows more restraint with the topic should be given the opportunity to focus more in depth on fewer questions.
Evaluation and assessment 

· You can use the following questions:
· “What are the 3 most important things you learned?”  

· Would you use this activity in you classroom?
· What will be the challenges for your classroom? 

· How might you follow up these issues in your teaching?

· What other questions are raised by this type of activities?

References
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