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Mendes Bota appeals in the fight against domestic violence
28/07/2006 - Regiao Sul / Portugal 
The PSD Deputy, Mendes Bota, wants the Portuguese Parliament to be more involved in the fight against domestic violence, in the framework of the campaign which the Council of Europe are to organise from 25th November, running through to March 2008. 

The politician spoke again yesterday on the matter, through a declaration proffered in the Assembly of the Republic, appealing "for the involvement of the Portuguese parliament in the European initiative: Parliaments United in the Combat of Domestic Violence Against Women". 
"Domestic violence is a cancer in Portuguese society which leaves bruises on the surface of the skin, but also deep scars in the soul, those which never heal, those which do not close, those which do not go away and are not forgotten", he justified. 

Mendes Bota reinforced the idea with figures, associating the problem of alchololism to the same question: "In 2005, 14,371 complaints were presented to the Portuguese Association for Victim Support. 89% bore the mark of domestic violence, with a masculine signature, and of these agressors, 50% have problems through excessive consumption of alcohol. 19,000 complaints of domestic violence were presented in police stations". 

The deputy considered Portugal "a strange country famous for its pacific nature, which escaped the Second World War, which made war far away in Africa, but which has two civil wars under way, here behind its doors". One is braking on the asphalt. But in 2005, 29 women and three children, victims of domestic violence, fell in another civil war which is almost silently ripping through the country". 

To end, the parliamentarian voiced the principal objectives of the campaign by the Council of Europe, which aims to combat domestic violence with a joint public action and the active participation of all".

