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First meeting
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I. Opening of the meeting
1.
The Deputy Secretary General of the Council of Europe, Mrs Maud de Boer-Buquicchio, opened the meeting and wished the participants welcome with an opening intervention. According to the Deputy Secretary General there can be two main expectations vis-à-vis e-democracy. One is about its potential to bring about more transparent and responsive governance and the other the possibilities it offers to achieve increased political engagement and participation from the side of the general public. She also stressed that e-democracy should be introduced where it can truly bring added value and not only because it is technologically possible. 
II. Adoption of the draft agenda


2.
The agenda (cf. Appendix I) was adopted.
III. Introduction of participants
3.
The participants introduced themselves briefly. The list of participants can be found in Appendix II. 
IV.

Election of Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson
4.
Mr Thomas Buchsbaum (Austria) was elected chairman and Ms Desislava Terzieva (Bulgaria) was elected Vice-Chairperson. 
IV. Working methods of the Ad hoc Committee
5. With regard to CAHDE’s working methods it was decided that:
6. An open-ended informal working group should meet between plenary meetings, bringing together those CAHDE members with particular interest and practical expertise. The group is expected to meet three to four times, in addition to which contact can be maintained by means of telephone conferences or e-mails. The meetings of the informal working group would be open to any CAHDE member, whilst it was expected that a core group of five to ten members would be attending all its meetings. The Chairman, Vice-Chairperson and the Rapporteur would participate in all meetings. The financial arrangements for members of CAHDE with respect to the successive meetings of the informal working group would be determined in due course. The CDMC and the CDLR, PACE, INGO Conference and the Congress will be invited to stay closely associated with the work of the working group, as will the European Commission, OSCE/ODIHR and UNDESA. The first meeting of the Group would be held in Vienna from 13 to 14 December 2006 and examine, inter alia, the responses from member states to the request for information on e-democracy initiatives.
7. A rapporteur will be appointed to assist the Committee in preparing its final report. CAHDE accepted the United Kingdom’s offer to sponsor the work of a rapporteur, who would be associated with the UK International Centre of Excellence for Local E-democracy (ICELE, http://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/icele/site/index.php).
8. CAHDE wishes to organise a hearing/colloquy on e-democracy to be held in the first half of 2007.

9. The results of CAHDE’s work should include a set of generic e-democracy tools, developed on the basis of good practices in member states and describing their core conceptual and technological features. Moreover, CAHDE would develop guidelines on the scope and implementation of e-democracy and how e-democracy could help address the main challenges to democracy. These elements would be brought together in a final report, accompanied by a glossary of e-democracy terminology. The final report would at the same time constitute a contribution to the 2008 meeting of the Forum for the Future of Democracy, for which  the host country (Spain) has proposed e-democracy as the main theme.
10. In order to inform the work of the Ad-Hoc Committee, its members are invited to submit written contributions by 15 November 2006
 as regards:

a) Good practice in member states concerning e-democracy. An information collection framework (cf. Appendix III), based on the research questionnaire developed by the De Montfort and Geneva universities, appended to the Scoping Paper on e-democracy developments by Prof. Lawrence Pratchett (document CAHDE(2006)2), will be used as guidance to give structure to replies; 

b) An overview of the principal challenges to democracy, so as to be able to respond to the question of how e-democracy could help address the main challenges to democracy; 

c) Comments regarding Council of Europe Recommendation No R(99)15 by the Committee of Ministers to member states on measures concerning media coverage of election campaigns, in view of the forthcoming review of the recommendation by the CDMC.

11. Information about CAHDE should be made available on a Council of Europe website, both for the sake of publicity and for dissemination of CAHDE documents.
12. The work of CAHDE should be presented at the review meeting of Recommendation Rec(2004)11 of the Committee of Ministers to member states on legal, operational and technical standards for e-voting, to be held from 23 to 24 November 2006. All members of CAHDE will be invited to participate in that meeting, without any reimbursement of travel and subsistence expenses.
V. Review of relevant existing work and acquis of the Council of Europe of interest to CAHDE
13.
The following representatives of Council of Europe bodies were present and briefed CAHDE on their activities and possible links to the work of CAHDE:
· Mr Laszlo Trocsanyi (Hungary), member of the Venice Commission;
· Ms Delia Mucica, member of the Steering Committee on the Media and New Communication Services (CDMC) and Mr. Lee Hibbard of the Committee Secretariat;
· Mr Jean-Philippe Durrenberger of the Council of Europe’s Conference of International Non-Governmental Organisations (INGO Conference);
· Mr Martins Prieditis, Secretary of the European Committee on Legal Co-operation (CDCJ);
· Ms Sophie Meudal-Leenders of the Secretariat to the Consultative Committee of the Convention for the Protection of Individuals with regard to Automatic Processing of Personal Data (ETS 108);
· Mr Pim Albers of the Secretariat to European Commission for the Efficiency of Justice (CEPEJ).
14.
Among the relevant activities by other Council of Europe bodies one may in particular mention the work of the CDMC which includes the second edition of the Internet Literacy Handbook, recently published by the Council of Europe, as well as taking part in the follow-up to the World Summit on the Information Society. In addition, the Media Division of the Council of Europe was co-ordinating Council of Europe contributions to the first meeting of the Internet Governance Forum held in Athens from 30 October to 2 November. Finally, the CDMC will review Recommendation No R(99)15 by the Committee of Ministers to member states on measures concerning media coverage of election campaigns. Ms Mucica and Mr Hibbard emphasised the important role the media play in elections and hence for democracy. The representative of the Venice Commission referred to the Commission’s contribution to developing e-voting standards, in particular the Recommendation Rec(2004)11 of the Committee of Ministers to member states on legal, operational and technical standards for e-voting.
VI. Scoping paper on e-democracy by the United Kingdom Centre of Excellence for e-democracy

15.
Professor Lawrence Pratchett of the Local Governance Research Unit at De Montfort University in Leicester/UK and member of the new International Centre of Excellence for Local E-democracy (ICELE)  presented a scoping paper on e-democracy which he had prepared for CAHDE (doc. CAHDE(2006) 2). 
VII. Review of e-democracy experiences in Council of Europe member states
16.
Several members of CAHDE presented e-democracy experiences in their countries. Common to many member states is that there are initiatives both at local and national level and a number of new projects are being set up. However, at the moment, in many member states a high priority appears to be given to building up systems of e-government and transparency of government by e-means and to making the administration more cost effective, while fewer member states prioritise e-democracy to the same extent. 
17.
At the same time, however, several member states have introduced initiatives to educate the population and in particular young people in the use of e-democracy tools, be it by putting educative games on the internet, for example about the management of public budgets, or by subsidising software. Several CAHDE members also mentioned the use of e-tools in election campaigns or other steps of the electoral process. The particular difficulty of measuring the impact of e-democracy projects was also addressed.
18.
Based on the CAHDE members’ country overviews, the Chairman concluded that CAHDE should:
a) focus on how e-democracy can promote conventional democracy and remedy its shortcomings. CAHDE should not promote e-democracy as an end in itself;
b) look into e-campaigning by political parties as this is an important component of e-democracy. The assistance of PACE would be helpful in this context;
c) aim at creating generic e-democracy tools which would be more than compilations of good practices. Where possible, countries working on similar e-democracy projects should be put into contact with each other;
d) investigate relevant available technologies for e-democracy;
e) study the societal impact of e-democracy;
f) search ways of building trust in e-democracy and overcoming “e-fears”.
IX.
Information on ongoing work in other organisations of interest to CAHDE 

19.
Mr Thanassis Chrissafis of the European Commission’s department on “eGovernment” presented an overview of the European Union’s e-initiatives and notably the EU i2010 Strategy. Mr. Chrissafis’ presentation made it clear to the CAHDE members that the European Commission has a large number of ongoing and comparatively well funded e-projects which will draw examples of good practice from EU Member States. Several CAHDE members at this point expressed the view that CAHDE should avoid duplicating what is done on an EU level and expressed the hope that the European Commission would share its project findings with CAHDE, to which Mr. Chrissafis replied affirmatively.
20.
Mr. Alexander Paperny of the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) informed that ODIHR does not yet have any particular initiatives relevant to e-democracy except that ODIHR was beginning to look into the question of e-voting, in particular with regard to the observation of e-enabled elections. 
VIII. Request for an Opinion by CAHDE on the review of Recommendation Rec. No R (99)15 by the Committee of Ministers on measures concerning media coverage of election campaigns
21.
Ms Delia Mucica, member of the CDMC, requested comments from CAHDE with a view to the review of Recommendation Rec. No R (99)15 by the Committee of Ministers on measures concerning media coverage of election campaigns. It was decided that the members of CAHDE would be requested to provide such comments to the Secretariat in writing. 
IX. Any other business
22.

None.

XII.

Date and place of the next meeting

23.
The second plenary meeting of CAHDE should be held towards the end of 2007, possibly in November. Unless the Committee of Ministers decided to prolong the Terms of Reference of CAHDE, this would also be the concluding meeting. 
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List of participants to the first CAHDE meeting 

(Strasbourg, 18 to 19 September 2006)

MEMBER STATES

ANDORRA/ANDORRE
Ms Cristina RICO

Responsable de la société de l'information
Bureau pour l'innovation de l'entreprise
Gouvernement d'Andorre
Tel.: +376 81 20 20 

E-mail: cristina.rico@govern.ad
Website: www.oie.govern.ad 
Langue de travail : français
ARMENIA/ARMENIE
Mr Davit SANDUKHCHYAN

Director

Internews Centre for Information, Law and Policy, 

3 Arshakunyants Ave, 

AM - 375023 Yerevan

Tel.: +374 10 583620

Fax: +374 10 569042

E-mail: david@internews.am
Working language: English
AUSTRIA/AUTRICHE

Dr. Thomas M. Buchsbaum

Chairman/Président

Minister plenipotentiary

Head of division IV.3

Austrian Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Minoritenplatz 8

A - 1014 Wien

Tel.: +43 50 1150 3576

Fax: +43 50 1159 3576 

E-mail: thomas.buchsbaum@bmaa.gv.at 
Working language : English

BELGIUM/BELGIQUE

Madame Annie VANBOTERDAL-BIEFNOT 

Directrice générale

Direction générale des Pouvoirs locaux

Ministère de la Région wallonne

Rue Van Opré, 95

B - 5100    NAMUR

Tel : +32 81 32 37 01

Fax: +32 81 30 90 93

E-mail : a.vanboterdal@mrw.wallonie.be  
Langue de travail : français
Monsieur Paul-Henri PHILIPS 

Ministère de la Région de Bruxelles-Capitale

Adjoint au Directeur Général

Administration des Pouvoirs Locaux

Direction Générale

Boulevard du Jardin Botanique, 20

B - 1035    BRUXELLES

Tel.: +32 2 800 32 77

Fax: +32 2 800 38 00

E-mail : phphilips@mrbc.irisnet.be  

Langue de travail : français
BULGARIA/BULGARIE

Ms Desislava TERZIEVA

Vice-Chairperson/ Vice-Présidente

Director

European coordination and international cooperation

Ministry of State Administration Reform

Tel.: +359 2 940 11 10

Fax: +359 2 940 11 12

GSM: +359 884 111 264

E-mail: dessislava.terzieva@mdaar.government.bg 

Working language:English
CZECH REPUBLIC/REPUBLIQUE TCHEQUE
Ms Markéta MORSKÁ
Head of the European Integration and International Relations Unit

Ministry of Informatics of the Czech Republic

Havelkova 2

CZ - 130 00 Praha 3

Tel.: +420 221 008 365

Fax: +420 222 722 160

E-mail: Marketa.morska@micr.cz
Working language: English

Apologies/Excusée

CYPRUS/CHYPRE

Ms Yianna HADJIHANNA

Law Office of the Republic of Cyprus

Law Officer

1 Appellis St.

CY - 1403 Nicosia

Tel.: +357 22 88 91 82 – 88 91 88 (direct)

Fax: +357 22 88 92 30

E-mail: headeudep@eudep.law.gov.cy or yhadjihanna@eudep.law.gov.cy
Working language:English
ESTONIA/ESTONIE
Mr Ivar TALLO 

Head

E-Governance Academy 

Estonia pst. 5a

EE - 10143 Tallinn

Tel.: +372 6411313

Fax: +372 6411314

E-mail: ivar.tallo@ega.ee
Working language: English
FRANCE

Isabelle ARCAS-ARRIGHI

Ministère de l'Intérieur

Direction Générale des Collectivités Locales

Sous-direction des compétences et institutions locales

Bureau du contrôle de légalité et du conseil juridique CIL1

1 bis rue Cambacérès, F- 75008 PARIS

Tel.: +33 3 40 07 23 01

Fax: +33 3 01 49 27 40 06

E-mail: isabelle.arcas-arrighi@interieur.gouv.fr 
Langue de travail : français

GEORGIA/GEORGIE

Mr Shalva KVINIKHIDZE
Councillor of the Council of Europe Division of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
4 Chitadze Str.

GEO - 0118 Tbilisi
Tel.: +995 32 28 47 06
Fax: +995 32 28 46 48
E-mail: skvinikhidze@mfa.gov.ge
Working language: English

GREECE/GRECE

Mr Ioannis ZANNETOPOULOS

Head of the Department of Informatics

Hellenic Ministry of Interior, Public Administration and Decentralization  

Tel: +30 210 322 11 96

Fax: +30 210 324 25 23

E-mail: zannetop@ypes.gr
E-mail general: international@ypes.gr
Working language: English
HUNGARY/HONGRIE

M. Gábor BODI

Chef de Département

Premier Ministère

Tel.: +36 1 441 2510

Fax: +36 1 441 2572

E-mail : gabor.bodi@ekk.gov.hu
Langue de travail : français
LATVIA/LETTONIE

Ms Elita ZVAIGZNE

Head of Political Coordination Division 

Secretariat of Special Assignments

Minister for Electronic Government Affairs

33, Valdemara street

LV – 1010 Riga

Tel.: +371 711 4733

Fax: +371 711 4727
E-mail: elita.zvaigzne@eps.gov.lv
Working language: English
LUXEMBOURG

Mr Gérard SOISSON 

Attaché de gouvernement

Service eLuxembourg

Ministère de la Fonction Publique

67 rue Verte

L - 2667 Luxembourg

Tel.: +352 478 2060

Fax: +352 478 2072

Langue de travail : français
MALTA/MALTE

Mr Mario MALLIA MILANES

e-Government Implementation Manager

Ministry for Investment, Industry & Information Technology

168, Strait Street

M - Valletta VLT  08 
Tel.: +356.21.226808

Fax: +356.21.250700

E-mail:
mario.mallia-milanes@gov.mt
Working language: English

MOLDOVA
Mr Vitalie TARLEV 

Head of European integration and international cooperation Department 

Ministry of Informational Development of Moldova 

Puskin str., 42

MD – 2012 Chisinau

Tel.: +373 22 25 70 78

Fax: +373 22 50 49 79 

E-mail: tarlev.vitalie@mdi.gov.md 
Working language: English

MONACO
M. Pierre FERRY

Chef du Service informatique

Mairie de Monaco

Place de la Mairie

MC 98000

Tel.: +377 93 15 28 68

E-mail: pferry@mairie.mc
Langue de travail : français
NORWAY/NORVEGE

Mr Øystein SÆBØ

Associate professor

Agder University College

Faculty of Economics and Social Sciences,

Servicebox 422
N - 4604 Kristiansand
E-mail: oystein.sabo@hia.no
Working language:English
NETHERLANDS/PAYS-BAS

Ms Susanne CAARLS

Senior policy advisor 

Directorate-General for Public Sector Management

Ministry of the Interior and Kingdom Relations

Public Sector Innovation and Information Policy Department

PO Box 20011

2500 EA Den Haag

Tel.: +31 70 426 8173

E-mail: Susanne.Caarls@minbzk.nl
Working language: English
SERBIA/SERBIE
Mr Aleksandar DJUKIC
Deputy Head of the Directorate of Information
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Serbia

24-26, Kneza Milosa st.

11 000 Belgrade

Tel.: +381 11 36 11 174

Fax: +381 11 36 18 049

E-mail: aleksdj2@gmail.com
Working language:English
SLOVAK REPUBLIC/REPUBLIQUE SLOVAQUE
Ms Denisa ZILAKOVA
Director General

Information Society Section

Ministry of Transport, Posts and Telecommunication

Namestie slobody 6

SK - 81005 Bratislava

Tel.:+ 421 2 59494442

Fax: + 421 2 59494217

Working language: English

Apologies/Excusée

SLOVENIE/SLOVENIA
Ms Sonja JAGER

State Undersecretary

Directorate for e-Administration and Administrative Procedures

Ministry of Public Administration

Republic of Slovenia

Tržaška 21

SLO - 1000-Ljubljana

Tel.: +386 1 478 86 65

E-mail: sonja.jager@gov.si 

Working language:English
SWEDEN/SUEDE

Apologies/ Excusés

SWITZERLAND/SUISSE

M. Amr HUBER

Chef de la Section Cyberadministration

Chancellerie fédérale

Gurtengasse 5

CH - 3003 Berne

Tel.: +41 31 323 82 19

Fax: +41 31 322 53 41

E-mail: amr.huber@bk.admin.ch
Website: www.bk.admin.ch
Working language:

TURKEY/TURQUIE

Mr. Talip AYDIN
Rapporteur judge 

Ministry of Justice 

Turkey 

Tel.: +90 312  414 78 44

Fax: +90 312 425 02 90 

E-mail: talip.aydin@adalet.gov.tr 

Working language: English

UNITED KINGDOM/ROYAUME UNI

Mr Julian BOWREY 

Deputy Director

Department for Communities and Local Government

Tel.: +44 20 7944 6325

Fax: +44 20 7944 3729

E-mail : Julian.bowrey@communities.gsi.gov.uk
Working language: English
OTHER COUNCIL OF EUROPE BODIES/ 

AUTRES ORGANES DU CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE

CONGRESS OF LOCAL AND REGIONAL AUTHORITIES OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE/ 

CONGRES DES POUVOIRS LOCAUX ET REGIONAUX DU CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE

Mr Alexander BARTLING 

Secretary of the Culture and Education Committee 

Mr Timothy LISNEY 

Co-Secretary of the Culture and Education Committee 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION FOR DEMOCRACY THROUGH LAW (VENICE COMMISSION)/ COMMISSION EUROPEENNE POUR LA DEMOCRATIE PAR LE DROIT (COMMISSION DE VENISE)

Mr Laszlo TROCSANYI

Professor of Constitutional Law/ Professeur de droit constitutionnel

University of Szeged, Hungary/ Université de Szeged, Hongrie

Substitute Member/ Membre suppléant

E-mail : trocsanyi.laszlo@nt.hu
Langue de travail: français
Mr Serguei KOUZNETSOV

Administrator: Administrateur

Elections and Referendum Division/ Division des Elections et des Référendums

Venice Commission Secretariat/ Secrétariat de la Commission de Venise

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF INGOs/

CONFERENCE INTERNATIONALE DES OING

M. Jean-Philippe DURRENBERGER

Membre de la Commission de Liaison de la Conférence des OING

du Conseil de l’Europe/ Member of the Liaison Committee of the Council of Europe INGO Conference

Association européenne des Institutions de Loisirs des Enfants et des Jeunes (EAICY) 

16, rue du Champ de Manœuvre

F – 67200 STRASBOURG 

Tel/Fax: +33 3 88 29 40 97 

E-mail: jeanphil.durren@free.fr
Langue de travail : français
Steering Committee on the Media and New Communication Services/ Comité directeur sur les médias et les nouveaux services de communication (CDMC)

Ms Delia MUCICA

Secrétaire Général, Ministère de la Culture, 

30, rue Kiseleff

RO – 011347 BUCAREST

Tel: +40 21 224 46 65

Fax: +40 21 222 83 20

E-mail: delia.mucica@cultura.ro
Working language:English & French
Steering Committee on Local and Regional Democracy/ 

Comité directeur sur la démocratie locale et régionale (CDLR)

Monsieur Paul-Henri PHILIPS 

Membre du Bureau/ Member of the Bureau

Président du Comité d’experts LR-DP/ Chairman of the LR-DP Committee of Experts

(Coordonnées sous Belgique – For contact details see under Belgium)

European Committee on Legal Co-operation/ 

Comité européen de coopération juridique (CDCJ)

Mr Martins PRIEDITIS 

Administrator/Administrateur

Public and Private Law Department/ Service du Droit Public et Privé 

Directorate General of Legal Affairs/ Direction Générale des Affaires Juridiques

Tel.: +33 3 90 21 51 83

Fax: +33 3 88 41 27 64

E-mail: martins.prieditis@coe.int 
Consultative Committee of the Convention for the Protection of Individuals with regard to Automatic Processing of Personal Data/ 

Comité consultatif de la Convention pour la protection des personnes à l'égard du traitement automatisé des données à caractère personnel (T-PD)

Ms Sophie MEUDAL LEENDERS

Administrator/ Administratrice

Data Protection Unit/ Unité de Protection des Données

Public and Public Law Department/ Service de droit public et privé

Directorate General of Legal Affairs/ Direction Générale des Affaires Juridiques

European Commission for the Efficiency of Justice (CEPEJ)

Commission européenne pour l'Efficacité de la Justice (CEPEJ)

Mr Pim ALBERS

Secretariat of/ Secrétariat du CEPEJ

Directorate General of Legal Affairs/ Direction Générale des Affaires Juridiques

Tel: +33 3 90 21 47 74

E-mail: Pim.albers@coe.int
OTHER ORGANISATIONS / AUTRES ORGANISATIONS

EUROPEAN COMMISSION

Mr Thanassis CHRISSAFIS 

European Commission 

DG INFSO H2 "eGovernment"

Office BU 31, 07/31
B -1049 Brussels

Tel.: +32 2 29-68877 

Fax: +32 2 29-64114 

E-mail: athanassios.chrissafis@ec.europa.eu   
Working language: English 

UNITED NATIONS

Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA)

Apologies/ Excusés

OSCE/ODIHR

Mr Alexander PAPERNY

OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR)
NGO & Democratic Governance Officer

Aleje Ujazdowskie 19

00-557 Warsaw Poland

Tel: +48 22 520 06 00, ext. 3113

Fax: +48 22 520 06 05

E-mail: Alexander.Paperny@odihr.pl
Working language: English
EXPERT CONSULTANT / EXPERT CONSULTANT

Professor Lawrence PRATCHETT

Local Governance Research Unit

Leicester Business School

De Montfort University

Leicester

UK - LE1 9BH

Tel:  +44 116 257 7819

Mobile:+44 79 89 47 37 01

E-mail: lap@dmu.ac.uk 
Website : www.dmu.ac.uk/lgru
Working language:English

COUNCIL OF EUROPE SECRETARIAT/
SECRETARIAT DU CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE

Ms Maud DE BOER-BUQUICCHIO

Deputy Secretary General/Secrétaire Générale Adjointe

Ms Irena GUIDIKOVA

Private Office of the Secretary General/ Cabinet du Secrétaire Général
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe/ 
Assemblée Parlementaire du Conseil de l’Europe

Apologies/ Excusés

Directorate General of Political Affairs/Direction Générale des Affaires Politiques

Department of Democracy/ Service de la Démocratie

Mr Jos LEMMERS

Head of Department/ Chef de Service

Project “Good Governance in the Information Society”/ 

Projet “Bonne gouvernance dans la société de l’information”

Fax: +33 3 90 21 52 85

Mr Michael REMMERT, Secretary of CAHDE/ Secrétaire du CAHDE

Project Manager/ Chef de Projet

Council of Europe

67075 Strasbourg Cedex

Tel: +33 3 88 41 34 05

E-mail: michael.remmert@coe.int
Mr Mats LINDBERG, Co-Secretary of CAHDE/ Co-Secrétaire du CAHDE

Project Officer/ Responsable de Projet

Tel : +33 3 90 21 54 37

E-mail : Mats.lindberg@coe.int
Ms Suzette SAINT-MARC

Project Assistant/ Assistante de Projet

Tel : +33 3 88 41 28 67

E-mail: Suzette.saint-marc@coe.int
Mr Leor NADISON

Study visitor/ Visiteur d’études
Directorate General of Legal Affairs/ Direction Générale des Affaires Juridiques

Mr Pim ALBERS

Secretariat of the European Commission for the Efficiency of Justice (CEPEJ)/
Secrétariat de la Commission européenne pour l'Efficacité de la Justice (CEPEJ)
Directorate General of Legal Affairs

E-mail: Pim.albers@coe.int
Tel.: +33 3 90 21 47 74

Mr Frank STEKETEE

Directorate of Co-operation for Local and Regional Democracy/ Direction de la Coopération pour la démocratie locale et régionale

Department of Local Government and Tranfrontier Co-operation/ Service de la démocratie locale et de la coopération transfontière

Tel: +33 3 88 41 39 61

Fax: +33 3 88 41 27 84

E-mail: frank.steketee@coe.int
Directorate General of Human Rights/ Direction Générale des Droits de l’Homme

Mr Lee Hibbard

Media Division

Tel: +33 3 88 41 31 04

E-mail: lee.hibbard@coe.int
APPENDIX III
Ad hoc Committee on e-democracy

(CAHDE)

Framework for reporting e-democracy initiatives

September 2006 

At its first meeting (18-19 September 2006), the Committee agreed that it would be useful to collect information on e-democracy initiatives in member states.  This framework draws upon the scoping paper presented to the Committee, and the subsequent discussion, to enable that information to be collected in a systematic way.

Process

The following method is proposed for collecting information:

1. Country representatives should identify a range of e-democracy initiatives in their country.  It is not necessary to identify every single initiative but, where possible, they should seek to identify a cross-section of initiatives that represent the full range of activities in their country.  In particular, the focus should be not only on government developments (G2C) but, also, on citizen initiated activities (C2C and C2G).

2. For each initiative they should seek to answer the questions set out in the framework below (or find an expert associated with that initiative who can answer those questions).  However, it should be noted that not all questions will be relevant for every initiative.  The questions are guidelines for the type of information that should be provided and respondents should use the tool flexibly.

3. If there are other aspects of the initiative that you wish to communicate to the Committee these should be added as well.  Such additional information will not only help with the understanding of the specific e-democracy tool but will also be useful in refining the framework.

4. The responses, together with any recommendations on how the tool could be refined, should be sent to the secretariat by 15th November 2006.

Scope
The Committee discussed a wide range of initiatives that might be included.  The following typology, which is set out in more detail in the scoping paper, provides a non-exhaustive list of the types of e-democracy initiative that country representatives may want to consider:

Enhancing transparency

· Online publishing

· Webcasting

Supporting political activity

· Politicians’ websites

· Weblogs (blogs)

· Monitoring and accountability systems

· E-voting

Improving consultation

· Online consultation tools

· E-petitioning

· E-participation

Building democratic knowledge

· Online games

· Budget modelling

Bridging social and political inequalities

· Public access points

· Community wifi hotspots

Facilitating community development

· Community resources online

· Building campaigns

Enhancing deliberative spaces

· Online forums

The scope should not be limited to national initiatives but may also highlight activities at the regional, local or neighbourhood level, where appropriate.

The framework
1. Basis of initiative

· Who initiated the project? (Type of actor: political leader, civil servant, political party, NGO, citizens, commercial organisation)?

· When was it initiated?

· What was the main objective/goal of the initiative?

· How was it developed from the initial idea?

· How does this initiative relate to other democracy initiatives in the area (both online and offline)?

2. Management

· Who had overall responsibility for the project (position etc?)

· What partners were there and what were their roles?

· Were there other key actors?

· How was the project financed?

· What plans are there for sustainability/follow up?

3. Focus

· What technologies were used?

· What was the focus of the initiative (e.g. nationwide, a particular territory, a particular group of citizens etc)?

· What policy issues were the subject of the initiative?

· How was participation in the initiative promoted?

4. Lessons (where relevant)

· What problems did the initiative encounter (e.g. central/regional government support, finance, legal barriers etc) and how were these addressed?

· Were there any specific financial or technical constraints which inhibited the development of the initiative?

· What factors provided political support for the initiative?

· How was the digital divide issue (citizen's access to the relevant technologies) addressed?  

· What (if any) are the demands/expectations from citizens for such initiatives?

5. Evaluation

· What were the main achievements of initiatives?

· What criteria have been used to evaluate the initiative (e.g. degree of participation, responsiveness of decision-makers, citizen satisfaction etc)?

· What initiatives are emerging as a result of this one?
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� 	After the meeting, the Congress Secretariat expressed an interest in co-organising such an event in April 2007, in view of planned work on e-democracy by two of its Committees.


� 	This deadline was subsequently extended to 30 November 2006.
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