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A.
WHAT IS CIVIL SOCIETY AND WHAT DOES IT DO?

1.
The Workshop spent considerable time on broad aspects of the role and 

functions of Civil Society, partially but not only related to the Forum theme of 

ELECTORAL SYSTEMS

2.
These aspects included:

a. Civil Society is a process of cooperation that differs from country to country, but is essentially a mechanism for citizens to organize themselves to influence society and ameliorate daily life. CS contributes to lifting up societies with "a low political culture", one example being education for voter awareness.  

 b. CS is a source of expertise for public authorities-national, regional, local- and also for parliaments as they go through the processes of drafting legislation. 

c. Civil Society Organisations are active in representing and defending the rights –including electoral rights-of minorities, vulnerable persons and disadvantaged groups. 

CS organizations function as watchdogs, citizens' advocates' and incubators of 

innovative solutions, and should continuously develop these roles before, during and after elections. One such innovative technique is the Netherlands Stemwiger, 

translated as Vote Navigator or Vote Match.  

 d. It is important to underline that participatory democracy- the purview of civil 

society- is complementary to representative democracy- the purview of parliaments. 

Participatory democracy fuels the debate that is at the heart of representative 

democracy. And of course civil society activists and workers are also voters! 

e. Civil Society organisations foster communications among all societal stakeholders. CS is simultaneously Watchdog and Partner vis-à-vis public authorities. CS enhances social cohesion and social justice through multiple channels-policy advocacy, service provision, giving voice to citizens, combating discrimination, and not least in promoting women's right to electoral participation at every level.

3. In short, active responsible and competent Civil Society organizations are a 

powerful force towards achieving free and fair elections, and for holding those 

elected to their campaign promises. 

B.  THE CODE OF GOOD PRACTICE FOR CIVIL PARTICIPATION IN THE DECISION-MAKING PROCESS.

4.This Code, requested by the 2007 FFD and presented at the opening of the 2009 FFD, has been welcomed by all Council of Europe stakeholders- what we call in-house 

the "Quadrilogue". The Code is a valuable tool for all stakeholders, providing support for meaningful cooperation between public authorities and civil society organisations.

5.  The Council of Europe is invited to fully promote the implementation of the Code of Good Practice for civil participation in the decision-making process.

6.  Inspired by the example of this Code, the Workshop requested- a request no doubt falling into the domain of the Conference of INGOs- that consideration be given to preparing a Code for Civil Society participation in the electoral process.

This should include educating and mobilizing citizens; reaching out to specific 

interest groups; examining campaign techniques; and ongoing election observation and monitoring.

C.
   SOME OPEN QUESTIONS

7.  Several questions were raised for consideration, with some pointers added as to 

the range of possible answers.

a.  Is there a "right" proportion for governmental funding of civil society 

organizations? Are there risks inherent in governmental funding: self-censorship 

and/or limitations on independence? Should funding only be short-term or may it be 

long-term? How long? 

b. How can Civil Society better promote European standards and persuade other 

stakeholders to promote and implement them? These standards include, but are not 

limited to, CoE Conventions and Recommendations relevant to free and fair elections 

(e.g. ECHR, Minority Languages, Participation of Foreigners, Participation of young 

people, balanced participation of women and men, legal status of NGOs, and so forth).

c. What should be done to create an enabling environment for the functioning of NGOs, including strengthening their legal status? The Conference of INGOs '  "Expert Council on NGO Law" is clearly of relevance here.

d. What specific steps are needed to enhance the participation of International NGOs and domestic NGOs in election observation and monitoring? Perhaps the Council of Europe, with OSCE/ODIHR, could promote an exchange of experience among NGOs already involved throughout Europe.

D .  LASTLY……….

8. Whatever we do, let us build upon the ECHR guarantees of freedom of expression , 

and freedom of assembly and association. These are pillars of civil society existence, and equally pillars of free and fair electoral systems.
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