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Two main questions: What does Europe wants to do with the enlargement




  What does Europe wants with itself?

· The answers to both questions determine the future of Europe and European identity.

· Challenges and opportunities to the Pan-European project– the main task of the Group of Eminent Persons of CoE is to find creative answers to these two questions as well

Were the big enlargement rounds a success?

· Very much depends on weather we are able to learn from lessons of these rounds (for example, for Western Balkans one of the lessons is that the EU is not ready to incorporate another Cyprus, thus, it will demand  solutions for disputes to be found before individual countries enter the Union)

· One of the most important lessons that countries with an insufficient rule of law, without a strong judiciary will not be able to become members of the EU – justice and home affairs will be more and more important in the accession process

· This is not possible to achieve without strong institutions, a powerful civil society – hence a developed political culture

Is there a clear strategy behind enlargement?

· Different strategies and road maps behind different rounds – depending both on time and achieved results, plus the state of EU and the world

· For Western Balkans  -  Thessaloniki Summit 2003 still stands!?

· The very process is a value in itself – building institutions, procedures, changing habits – the question remains: until when? When do people start to loose faith and hope?

· The responsibility of the political and intellectual elite in communicating the right messages

· Enhanced regional cooperation – a very special result – Balkans as a success story in making (when compared to all other post-conflict regions) where is the secret? Is it the European perspective, in the first place?

The EU is not a panacea

· However, the best peace and integration project in the history of humankind

· Europe as an existential choice

