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''Europe in a multipolar world''

(Contribution to the discussion) 
I would like to thank the organizers – Council of Europe, European Commission and the Foundation ELIAMP for inviting me to this event. It brings together young people from both sides of a divided island which experienced in the past intercommunal violence and forceful separation. I hope that meetings and discussions like this one will enhance peace and security in the area  of what is often called a ''frozen-conflict'' on Europe's geographic periphery. 
I come from a country which joined the European Union on the same day as the Republic of Cyprus, In spite  of the geographic distance my country Slovenia and Cyprus have  had in the past several things in common. Like the Republic of Cyprus our former but by now defunct state Yugoslavia had acted outside the two military-political blocs, participated in the Movement of the non-aligned, and actively contributed as a member of the NN (neutrals and non-aligned) group to the creation of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE/OSCE). In the last century Yugoslavia also experienced a violent fragmentation into several states and an  armed conflict whose tragic consequences still have not been fully overcome. In the case of Yugoslavia the unequal attraction of the European Union among key national elites played unfortunately a divisive role in that multinational state. 
Coming to the topic assigned to me I would like, at first, to clarify the meaning of the concept of Europe. At my school I teach a course  on European integration. Already at the first lecture I warn my students not to confound the concepts of Europe and of the European Union. The latter consists today of 27 states out of the Council of Europe’s membership of 47. If we take into account also the de facto existing  but universally unrecognized European states the European Union’s current membership constitutes only about a half of European states and about two thirds of Europe’s population. Among EU non-members are by far the largest and most populous European state – the Russian Federation, the third most populous member of the Council of Europe (Turkey) et al. The European Union will very probably never have among its members all European states. Unfortunately several previous speakers at this conference did not pay attention to these facts and used interchangeably two different concepts -  Europe and the European Union as if they were synonymous. In my presentation I shall treat them separately. 
In the last century the great  European states and thus Europe lost their dominant position in the world as global centers of political, economic and military power, lost their overseas colonies and dependent territories. The radical transformation of the world order, the breakdown of the largest multinational empires, the process of decolonization and of national emancipation in Africa, Asia and in Europe brought independence also to Cyprus. Following the worst human disaster – the Second World War most Europe states, including several former great powers became dominated by two half-European superpowers – USA and USSR. Only a few smaller European states remained outside the two military political blocs – NATO and the Warsaw Pact. The process of European economic and political integration in the last two decades brought together countries from both sides of the former ‘’Cold war’’ divide. This process has had an important aspect of Europe’s emancipation from domination by two super powers, one of which is by now defunct.
The dramatic transformation of the global community and the  rise of economic powers in Asia created in new multipolar structure of world politics. The United States of America, still by far the strongest military and economic power has become overstretched. Its diminishing relative strength allowed for the appearance of several regional powers (China, India, Brazil, South African Republic, Russian Federation, Turkey) balancing one another. The European Union is one of these regional powers. However Europe is still a world leader in a number of areas of science, technology and culture, in promoting human rights, fundamental freedoms and democratic practices in which the Council of Europe plays a key role. Europe remains a magnet for many millions of tourists, students, scientists, businessmen, refugees and job seekers from other continents. 
The European Union’s 27 members constitute the world’s largest trading bloc. The Union and its members are together by far the biggest provider of humanitarian and development assistance to less developed countries suffering from many sources of human insecurity, including poverty, hunger, diseases etc. The European Union is the growing provider of peace-keeping and stabilization missions  in the Balkans, Asia and Africa and to anti-piracy operations in the Indian Ocean. The European Union and its member states have together close to 50.000 diplomatic and consular personnel, two and a half times more than the United States. By these measures EU could be considered a global political superpower. Unfortunately it is not the case as the European Union’s weight in dealing with the burning problems of humanity is by far inferior to its share in the world’s GNP.

Moreover the European Union’s current role in the global community has been already for some time under the real threat of marginalization. Economically and technologically the Union is being challenged by the rising Asian powers. This global shift has been symbolized by the Indian ownership of the famous British producers of Jaguars and Land Rovers and by the Chinese ownership of the famous Swedish car-maker Volvo. Under the new owners these previously bankrupt companies have become more dynamic, creative and profitable. By the numbers of patent applications filed in 2007 in the European Union (135.789) has fallen behind not only USA (456.154) and Japan (396.987) but also China (245.107). The second threat to European Union’s world position has to do with very worrying demographic trends.. If they continue the EU’s present shares (8% of the world’s population and about 25% of GNP) will by 2050 drop to 4.8% and 12% respectively.. The corresponding shares of USA and China will be 5.2%/25% and 16%/25% . In order to prevent economic, military and consequently also political marginalization in the world’s affairs the European Union should reach a much higher consensus on its strategic priorities, improve the effectiveness of its institutions and policies devote more resources to the Common Foreign and Security Policy and better use all the tools available to EU’s external action.
The implementation of the Lisbon treaty is expected to streamline EU’s very complicated institutional structure and to make  the European Union a stronger and more visible actor in the multipolar world. The Union should be more also active in helping to resolve creeping conflicts in its Southern and Eastern neighborhoods, in Palestine, in the Caucuses, in Moldova and elsewhere. The European Union should do more to assist the countries of the Southern Mediterranean on the road of economic and social development, in overcoming mass poverty and  in advancing human rights and democratic values.

This conference is only one of the laudable activities by the Council of Europe and by the  European Commission aimed at assisting the two Cypriot communities in healing the wounds of the past, improving mutual understanding and moving towards a constructive peaceful resolution of  the intercommunal conflict. I regret the fact that the attraction of membership in the European Union has not been used to the full to achieve such a resolution prior to the Republic of Cyprus' entrance into EU. The seminal opportunity has been unfortunately missed by the international community. I hope there will be  one day another. 
