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	1.
	Name of Committee: 
	
Ad hoc Committee on e-democracy (CAHDE)



	2.
	Type of Committee:
	
Ad hoc Committee


	3.
	Source of terms of reference:


	
Committee of Ministers 



	4.
	Terms of reference:



	-
	Having regard to: 

The decision taken by the Heads of State and Government of the Council of Europe at their Third Summit, to “take initiatives so that our member states make use of the opportunities provided by the information society [and that] in this connection the Council of Europe will examine how ICT can facilitate democratic reform and practice.”



	-
	Recommendation Rec(2004)15 of the Committee of Ministers to member states on electronic governance (“e-governance”)
, which states with regard to e-democracy, that “the use of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) in the democratic processes should be made available where it is considered that this would be an effective means of:

· strengthening the participation, initiative and engagement of citizens in national, regional and local public life;

· improving the transparency of the democratic decision-making process and the accountability of democratic institutions;

· improving the responsiveness of public authorities;

· fostering public debate and scrutiny of the decision-making process.”  



	-
	Relevant existing Council of Europe work, in particular by the European Commission for Democracy through Law (Venice Commission).



	i.

ii.

iii.

iv.


	Within the framework of the Programme of Activities, under Project 2005/DGAP/538 “Good Governance in the Information Society”, the Committee is instructed to: 
examine developments on e-democracy/e-participation at European and international level, including government-to-citizen and citizen-to-citizen communication and interaction, with a view to identifying political, social, ethical, legislative and technological issues and their interdependence, as well as examples of emerging good practice which could be of interest to member states, and to elaborating definitions of key terms in this field;

consider in particular the issues of measuring the effectiveness and impact of e-democracy initiatives and devices, and their complementarity and interoperability with non-electronic forms of democratic engagement and participation;

develop proposals for the Forum for the Future of Democracy as to how it could embrace issues of e-democracy;

prepare appropriate reports and documentation with a view to making recommendations to the Committee of Ministers on possible further action in the field of e-democracy, in the framework of the Council of Europe’s agenda on strengthening democracy and good governance.


	5.
	Composition of the Committee: 



	5.A.
	Members 

Governments of member states are entitled to appoint representatives of the highest possible rank and with the following qualifications: Expertise in the promotion of democratic practice and the use of ICT, as well as relevant knowledge and experience of the conception and analysis of e‑democracy applications and/or their practical implementation in the field.
The Council of Europe budget will bear the travel and subsistence expenses of one representative from each member state (two in the case of the state whose representative has been elected Chair). 



	5.B.


	Participants



	i.


	The following committees may each send a representative to meetings of the Committee, without the right to vote and at the charge of the corresponding Council of Europe budget sub-heads:

· Steering Committee on Local and Regional Democracy (CDLR); 

· Steering Committee on the Media and New Communication Services (CDMC);
· European Committee on Legal Co-operation (CDCJ); 
· Consultative Committee of the Convention for the Protection of Individuals with regard to Automatic Processing of Personal Data (T-PD).



	ii.


	The Parliamentary Assembly may send up to two representatives to meetings of the Committee, without the right to vote and at the charge of its administrative budget.



	iii.
	The Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe may send up to two representatives to meetings of the Committee, without the right to vote and at the charge of its administrative budget.



	iv.
	The Conference of INGOs of the Council of Europe may send up to two representatives to meetings of the Committee, without the right to vote and at the charge of the sending body.



	V.
	The Venice Commission may send up to two representatives to meetings of the Committee, without the right to vote and at the charge of its administrative budget.



	5.C


	Other participants



	i.


	The following intergovernmental organisations may send a representative to meetings of the Committee, without the right to vote or defrayal of expenses: 

· The United Nations, in particular the Department of Social and Economic Affairs (UNDESA);
· The European Union, in particular the European Commission Directorate General Information Society and Media (DG INFOSO);
· The International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (International IDEA);
· The Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), in particular its Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR).



	6. 
	Working methods and structures:


	
	The Committee shall undertake the necessary research and consultations with relevant parties, and co-ordinate its work with the European Union, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the United Nations and other relevant international fora with a view to avoiding any overlap and duplication.
Where necessary, the Committee may organise hearings and/or colloquies. Any recourse to consultants, in addition to an initial contribution to facilitate the launch of the Committee's work, shall be kept to a strict minimum and be subject to approval by the Committee.
The Committee is encouraged to exchange information through the Internet between meetings. The website of the Council of Europe’s Project “Good Governance in the Information Society” shall be used to support and make public the results of the Committee’s work, as appropriate. 

The Committee shall seek the opinion of the CDLR and CDMC on a regular basis and report on its work to the Committee of Ministers via the Rapporteur Group on Democracy (GR-DEM). 


	7.
	Duration:


	
	These terms of reference will expire on 31 December 2007.


� Third Summit Action Plan, Section II.5.


� Adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 15 December 2004 at the 909th meeting of the Ministers' Deputies.
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