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INFORMATION NOTE 

FOR THE ATTENTION OF THE MINISTERS’ DEPUTIES

__________
NOTE D'INFORMATION

A L'ATTENTION DES DELEGUES DES MINISTRES
RE:
Report from the Council of Europe Field Offices and other Structures* /   April 2008

Rapport des Bureaux et autres structures du Conseil de l’Europe sur le terrain* / avril 2008
Please find attached the Report from the Council of Europe Field Offices and other Structures for April 2008. 

_________________________

Veuillez trouver ci-joint le rapport des Bureaux et autres structures du Conseil de l’Europe sur le terrain pour avril 2008.

Ce document n’existe qu’en anglais
* For a more complete list of activities, see the Council of Europe activities database (CEAD) – http://dsp.coe.int/CEAD / Pour une liste plus complète des activités, voir la base de données des activités du Conseil de l’Europe (CEAD) – http://dsp.coe.int/CEAD

Yerevan

1.  Political and legislative developments 

Armenia’s third President, Serge Sarkisian, was inaugurated on 9 April. On the same day, the new President announced the nomination of Central Bank Chairman Tigran Sarkisian to the post of Prime Minister. The new Prime Minister took up his duties on 10 April. The formation of the new Government was completed on 21 April, with the Orinats Yerkir Party (formerly in opposition) joining in a coalition with the Republican Party, Prosperous Armenia Party, and the Dashnak Party. Many ministers from the previous government kept their portfolios (11 out of 17), including all the ministers from the Prosperous Armenia and Dashnak parties (three ministers from each of those parties). Changes include the appointment of Eduard Nalbandyan - a career diplomat who had served for the last nine years as Ambassador of Armenia to France - as Minister for Foreign Affairs. Armen Gevorgyan (Head of the Presidential Administration during Robert Kocharian’s presidency) was appointed as Minister of Territorial Administration and Deputy Prime Minister. Hovik Abrahamyan, who had previously occupied those posts – as well as serving as Serge Sarkisian’s election campaign manager - was moved to the position of Head of the Presidential Administration. Seyran Ohanyan (formerly Deputy Defence Minister) was appointed Defence Minister. The Ministry of Economy and Finance was split into two Ministries, with Nerses Yeritsyan and Tigran Davtyan appointed, respectively, as Ministers of Economy and Finance. A new Ministry for Emergency Situations was created, with Orinats Yerkir’s Mher Shahgeldyan appointed as Minister. Culture Minister Hasmik Poghosyan remained the only woman in the government. At the end of the month, parliament approved an Action Plan submitted by the new government, which listed the following priorities: sustainable development; management of the private, state and local administration sectors; education and science development; decentralisation and balanced regional development; and social security.

Two more persons died as a result of injuries sustained during the 1 March violence, raising the total death toll to ten victims (eight civilians, one police officer and one conscript). 
Of the approximately 200 people who were injured, three remain hospitalised. 

As of 5 May, 60 people remain in detention in connection with the 1 March events; during the month, the relevant court(s) ordered an extension of the detention measure in respect of some of the detainees. Others (29) signed an undertaking not to leave their place of residence (not to be confused with house arrest, which does not exist under Armenian legislation). The files of 34 cases were transferred to court; OSCE/ODIHR is organising trial monitoring and will produce a report on the matter. On 16 April, Suren Surenyants, a member of the opposition Republic Party who was detained following the 1 March events, was released from prison due to health problems. There have been intermittent hunger strikes by a number of the prisoners; former President Levon Ter-Petrosian appealed (10 April) to his jailed supporters to end their hunger strike, and most of them complied.
Several protests took place during the month, including on the day of President Sarkisian’s inauguration. On 8 April more than 200 women supporters of Ter-Petrosian gathered outside the Office of the Prosecutor-General to demand the release of the oppositionist prisoners. On 19 April a relatively large authorised rally (at least 7 000 participants, according to Arminfo) of the opposition took place in a park in central Yerevan, near the site of the 1 March violence. After the two hours requested by the organisers elapsed, the police told the protesters to disperse. Another protest by the opposition took place on 24 April, following events held in observance of Genocide Memorial Day which are traditionally attended by large numbers of people. On 29 April, a small group of young supporters of Ter-Petrosian marched in front of the Government building, demanding the release of “political prisoners”.

On 25 April, the Ombudsman released an Ad Hoc Report on the period leading up to the elections and the post-electoral situation, including the events of 1 March. The report calls into question the official version of the 1 March events, including as regards the possession of weapons by protesters and the use of force by them against law enforcement officials. The report criticises both the authorities and the opposition for acting in a divisive manner and contributing to a climate of intolerance in society, while observing that only the opposition has been held responsible.

On 8 April, the International Crisis Group (ICG) published a very critical report on the situation in Armenia, recommending that the administration of the new President urgently seek credible dialogue with the opposition, release prisoners detained on political grounds, authorise an independent investigation, stop arrests and harassment of the opposition and lift all measures limiting freedom of assembly and expression. According to the report, the root causes of the instability include the over concentration of power in the ruling elite. If no credible steps are taken to implement these recommendations and if arrests of opposition members continue, the ICG believes that the CoE should consider suspending Armenia’s membership.

The leader of the opposition Heritage Party, MP Raffi Hovhannissian, offered to facilitate a meeting between the authorities and Levon Ter-Petrosian. However, this offer was not taken up by the relevant parties.

On 23 April, Deputy Defence Minister Gurgen Melkonyan was relieved from his duties. He was the second Deputy Defence Minister to be dismissed during the month (the first was Manvel Grigoryan, leader of the influential Yerkrapah union of veterans of the conflict in Nagorno Karabakh).

2.  Council of Europe action

On 17 April, the PACE adopted Resolution 1609 on the functioning of democratic institutions in Armenia, in which it urged the country to undertake reforms of the political system and of the electoral process, guarantee the independence of the judiciary, the public media and freedom of assembly, and stop the harassment of opposition media outlets, arbitrary arrests and politically motivated detentions. Following the proposals of the PACE rapporteurs on Armenia (Georges Colombier, France, EPP/CD, and John Prescott, United Kingdom, SOC), the parliamentarians listed a number of conditions for such a dialogue to start, notably the immediate opening of an independent  inquiry into the events of 1 March, the urgent release of the persons detained on seemingly artificial and politically motivated charges and the revocation of the amendments recently adopted by the National Assembly to the Law on conducting meetings, assemblies, rallies and demonstrations, with immediate effect. 
A working group, chaired by the Head of Presidential Administration, was formed to co-ordinate the implementation of the PACE recommendations. The group comprises the members of the Armenian delegation to the PACE (except for the representative of the opposition Heritage Party), an Assistant to the President, the Deputy Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Justice, the Deputy Prosecutor General, the President of the Council for Public TV and Radio, and the Chairman of the National Commission on TV and Radio. 

3.  Other action / co-operation and co-ordination with partner organisations
During a visit to Yerevan on 15 to 16 April, a delegation from the ODIHR and the CoE Venice Commission met with Parliament Speaker Tigran Torosyan, Justice Minister Gevorg Danielyan, and presidential advisor Gevorg Mheryan to discuss the Law on Rallies, the recent amendments to which were the subject of serious concerns. It was agreed to repeal or change the amendments introduced to tighten provisions for peaceful assemblies, in particular with regard to spontaneous gatherings. Based on the agreement reached, new amendments were submitted to the Venice Commission and ODIHR for another review.

The SRSG held a number of meetings during the month with international partners in Yerevan (including with EU Special Representative Peter Semneby and with ODIHR representatives who were conducting a trial monitoring project), and facilitated discussions which took place in Strasbourg on 22 April with the Head of the EC Delegation to Armenia on the Access to Justice project and other joint activities. The SRSG also made an opening speech at a conference on Intercultural Education at Bryusov Linguistic University in Yerevan, together with the Head of the OSCE Office in Yerevan as well as participants in a CoE expert mission on language education policy.

4.  Activities of the Information Office

Preparation and translation of three press releases for website and dissemination. Translation and summarising of the articles from the print press for the daily news digest on the website under http://www.coe.am/digests.php?date=26-04-2008. Other work includes preparation of the 10th issue of Council of Europe - Republic of Armenia Newsletter, and translation of Abolishing Corporal Punishment of Children book; the CoE Human Rights Commissioner’s report on a Special Mission to Armenia (12-15 March); the Venice Commission Opinion on the recent amendments to the Law on Rallies; and the PACE Resolution 1609 on Functioning of Democratic Institutions in Armenia. 

A new CoE Campaigns webpage (in English and Armenian) was created on the website (www.coe.am); the page features various CoE campaigns, including Abolishing Corporal Punishment of Children and Combating Domestic Violence.
Weekly monitoring on the Council of Europe visibility in the Armenian media for the Directorate of Communication. In April, CoE visibility was especially high, with 130 references to various CoE statements and activities in the Armenian media. 

IOCE contributed to the organisation of a training seminar on the European Convention of Human Rights for 30 law students, organised by the NGO Alphabet of Law. CoE publications and materials were distributed at this event and to Hayastani Hanrapetutyun daily and Interfax news agency.

Statistics of the office: 
a) general information/library - 18 book requests, 125 phone inquiries

b) ECtHR information –  4 persons

c) Website: www.coe.am 

-     Total Hits: 42315/ Average Hits per Day: 1617/ Average Visitor per Day: 47
-     Total Visitors: 1410/ Total Unique IPs: 416
Ms Bojana URUMOVA 

Special Representative of the SG

Tel: +374 10 24 33 85 - Fax: +374 10 24 38 75
E-mail: bojana.urumova@coe.int

Baku
1. Political and legislative developments 
Two dubious television programmes referring to homosexuality - that is still considered a deeply shameful subject by a large part of the population - led to a further deterioration of relations between the authorities and the opposition.

The first incident took place in the context of the investigation into the stabbing of a journalist on 13 March (see March report). Opposition leaders have claimed that the attempted murder was tied to the journalist’s work on a corruption case. However, in early April, several state and privately owned television channels repeatedly broadcast footage of a man, claiming to be the journalist’s homosexual lover, and confessing to having stabbed the journalist in a jealous rage. On 7 April, Mr Haraszti, OSCE Representative on the Freedom of the Media, held a press conference in Baku and declared that “Azerbaijani law enforcement agencies have recently fabricated accusations against several independent investigative journalists. This is especially regrettable in a democracy that has overcome the era when prosecutors faked cases against those with ideas that the government did not like”. Mr Haraszti’s statement prompted criticisms from public officials.

On 22 April, a popular television channel broadcast on prime time a one-sided and homophobic programme devoted to the opposition Popular Front Party and to the alleged sexual preferences of the president of that Party. Despite its outrageous nature, the programme was broadcast for a second time a week later on the same television channel. 

Between 10 and 20 April, Eynulla Fatullayev - a journalist and editor who is currently serving a long-term prison sentence (see previous reports) was held in a punishment cell. On 24 April, Mr Fattulayev and two other Azerbaijani detained journalists were awarded the Hellmann/Hammett grants, administrated by Human Rights Watch, in recognition of their work.

On the international scene, a controversy between Russia, Iran and Azerbaijan gained a lot of media attention. Since the beginning of April, a truck from Russia carrying heat-isolating equipment for the building of Iran’s first nuclear power plant in Bushahr has been blocked on the border with Iran. Azerbaijani customs officials claimed that the release of the equipment requires special government permission and assurance that the equipment does not violate United Nations sanctions against Iran.     

On 28 April, four Armenian citizens were arrested in the Autonomous Republic of Nakchivan and accused of being spies while the Armenian authorities claimed that they are ordinary citizens who had lost their way and crossed the border inadvertently. 

National experts raised their concerns about possible grain shortages against the backdrop of increasing prices of wheat and flour. Representatives of the opposition in Parliament requested the government to take measures against the increase in prices of daily commodities. Tax exemption for import of rice and wheat products were granted by the government and a decree to ensure a food security programme was signed by the President on 30 April.

2. Council of Europe action

On 2-3 April, a joint working group between experts of the Council of Europe and representatives of Ministry of Justice and members of the Judicial Legal Council (so-called “Curricula Commission”) held its 9th meeting in Baku (CEAD 21540).
On 3-4 April, a delegation of the Ago Monitoring Group visited Azerbaijan in order to review the progress made by the country in the fulfilment of the commitments which it had undertaken upon accession to the Council of Europe. On the last day of the visit, a press conference was held. 

On 4-11 April, an international seminar on youth tolerance was organised by the Ministry of Youth and Sport and the Council of European Youth Foundation of the Directorate of Youth and Sport of the Council of Europe. 

On 10 April, a public awareness seminar to introduce local authorities and NGOs with the new Anti-corruption Strategy and Action Plan was held in Yevlakh. On the next day, as well as on the 15-16 April, the Council of Europe organised training sessions for civil servants on ethics. These activities were part of the AZPAC Project co-ordinated by the Council of Europe and the Commission on Combating Corruption of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

On 12 and 19 April, Council of Europe experts participated in the sessions of the cascade training seminars for prosecutors on the case law of the European Court of Human Rights (CEAD 22533).
From 13 to19 April, a MONEYVAL team of examiners visited Azerbaijan. A key findings document was discussed with the Azerbaijani authorities and left with them at the conclusion of the mission. The draft report will be prepared for review and adoption by MONEYVAL later in 2008 (CEAD 21496).

On 17-20 April, the second seminar of the 2008 curriculum of the School of Political Studies was organised in Baku (CEAD 22883).

On 24-25 April, the Council of Europe organised the First Training Module on cultural and religious diversity through education (CEAD 12670).  

On 28 April, the first Steering Committee of AZPAC Project (anti-corruption) was held to assess progress achieved and to plan further events. Participants included representatives of Governmental bodies concerned and of USAID (CEAD 22825).

On 28-29 April, Mr Jan Kubis, Chairman of the Committee of Ministers, paid an official visit to Azerbaijan and held meetings with the highest authorities of the country including President Ilham Aliyev. Mr Kubis also met with representatives of political parties and of the civil society.

On 30 April, heads of mission of the Delegation of the European Commission to the Republic of Azerbaijan, of the OSCE Office in Baku and of the Office of the Council of Europe in Azerbaijan jointly presented to the press their plans for assisting the Republic of Azerbaijan to prepare the October 15 presidential election.

3. Other action / co-ordination, and co-operation, with partner organisations

On 1 April, the SRSG participated in the international conference devoted to the exchange of best practices on combating corruption organised by the Minister of Justice of Azerbaijan in his capacity of vice-chairman of the International Association of Anti-Corruption Authorities.

On 2 April, the Office participated in the Press conference co-organised by the Azerbaijan National Agency for Mine Action and UNDPI to commemorate International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action.

On 8 April, the SRSG participated in a meeting with Mr Miklos Haraszti, OSCE Representative on Freedom of the Media.

On 9 April, the Office hosted a regular meeting of Legal Reform Group with participation of representatives of OSCE, UNHCHR, US Embassy, World Bank, ABA and GTZ.

On 15 April, the Office participated in a conference on programmes and activities conducted in Azerbaijan to combat drug addiction and illicit trafficking co-organised by the Government, the European Union and UNDP.

On 23 April, Office representatives attended a roundtable on “The role of civil society in the development of local self-governance” organised by the NGO Alliance.

On 25 April, the SRSG participated in the seminar titled “Elections in mass media” organised jointly by the Central Election Commission of Azerbaijan and the OSCE Office.

On 29 April, at the invitation of the Penitentiary service of the Ministry of Justice, Office representative attended the presentation of a book of poems of convicts at penitentiaries.

On 30 April, the Office participated in the conference on “Modernisation of juvenal justice system in Azerbaijan” co-organised by national authorities, UNICEF and UNHCR.

In the course of the month, the Office selected schools for conducting training for school children on human rights in the context of the campaign Building Europe for and with Children. It also started preparation for the conducting of seminars for students on the European Convention on Human Rights.

The Office translated and disseminated two press releases. It provided two local NGOs with Council of Europe promotional material and posters. The Office answered a hundred and forty one requests by phone and received sixty two visitors. Ten university scholars, students or journalists made use of the library resources.
Mr Denis BRIBOSIA
Special Representative of the SG

Tel: +994 124 975 489 - Fax: +994 124 975 475
E-mail: denis.bribosia@coe.int   


Sarajevo

1.  Political and legislative developments

NATO summit in Bucharest

At the NATO summit in Bucharest on 2-4 April, Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) was invited to start the “intensified dialogue” with NATO - a step towards full membership.

Police reform adopted

On 10 April, after more than four years of negotiations, the House of Representatives of the Parliamentary Assembly of BiH voted by a narrow majority of 22 to 19, with 1 abstention, to adopt the two police-reform laws required by the European Union to sign a Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA) with BiH. On 16 April, the police reform package was then approved by the House of Peoples by 10 votes against 4. 

The two laws – the Law on Independent and Supervisory Bodies of the Police Structure and the Law on the Directorate for Co-ordination of Police Bodies and Agencies for Support of the Police Structure– set up seven institutions or organisations, including a police academy, a forensics institute, and complaints boards, as well as co-ordinating mechanisms for them.

These 2 laws do not change the competencies of the country’s 14 police forces, which belong to the two entities, the 10 cantons of the Federation, and the Brcko District. The central government will continue to run only the State Border Police and the State Investigation and Protection Agency.

The laws provide however for a second phase, which is to take place within one year after constitutional reform. It is only then that the three principles laid down by the European Union for such restructuring would come into play. Under these principles, the central government should exercise legislative and budgetary control over all police forces in the country. 

The adoption of the police reform laws was supposed to pave the way for a signature of the SAA on 29 April but this has now been postponed until 26 May.
Amendments to the Electoral Code

On 16 April, both houses of the Parliamentary Assembly adopted amendments to the electoral code. The Venice Commission has been consulted. Although mainly of technical nature, one amendment will have some impact on the upcoming local elections: all municipalities where minorities lived according to the pre-war 1991 census should amend their statute and provide for 1 or 2 reserved seats for minorities. This will apply to approximately 25 to 28 municipalities. On 16 April, after the House of Representatives, the House of Peoples also adopted in first reading amendments to the State level law on conflict of interest.

Constitutional reform in Republika Srpska

On 19 March, the RS National Assembly adopted amendments to the RS constitution, naming Banja Luka as the capital of the RS (instead of Sarajevo) and harmonising the Constitution with both the ECHR (including abolition of the death penalty) and the European Charter on Local Self Government. The public consultation phase started on 19 March and will last for 45 days, till end of May. The RS authorities have agreed to consult the Venice Commission on these constitutional amendments.

Politicians in the limelight

On 8 April, the Sarajevo Canton’s prosecutor announced that he was initiating criminal investigations of Federation Prime Minister Nedžad Brankovic, Federation Energy Minister Vahid Heco, and eleven other people for alleged misuse of office in the selection of strategic partners for the development of the Federation’s hydroelectric and mining industries. 

On 17 April, the CEC decided to ban three State level ministers and deputy ministers (the Minister of Foreign Affairs and the deputy Ministers of Civil Affairs and Defence) from holding public office for the next 4 years for violation of the law on conflict of interest. All three ministers have refused to resign and will appeal this decision.

2.  Council of Europe action

Meetings of the SRSG

In the reference period, the SRSG met with UNDP, UNHCR and UNICEF and the Central Election Commission to discuss future co-operation. She also held co-ordination and consultation meetings with various heads of departments and advisors of the OSCE, the EC Delegation, the OHR and continued meetings with CoE ambassadors. On 7 and 15 April, the SRSG met the editors of two of the main daily newspapers, Oslobodjenje and Nezavisne Novine and gave a long interview to Nezavisne Novine (published on 29 April). The SRSG accompanied the CM monitoring mission team led by the Director General of DG-DPA to the meetings held in Sarajevo, Banja Luka and Brcko from 20 to 24 April.

Rule of Law

22 April 2008, Sarajevo, a Legislative Assistance Workshop on Cyber-crime was organised as part of the Cyber-crime project, which is financed by the Council of Europe and Microsoft. The aim of the workshop was to discuss the Cyber-crime Convention, which measures have to be taken at national level and international co-operation, as well as potential future activities in this field. 

24-25 April, Sarajevo, in order to prepare the Venice Commission draft opinion on the BiH law on conflict of interest, a member of the Venice Commission held meetings with the OSCE, OHR, the Central election commission and various other authorities and representatives of political parties.
Media

24 April, Sarajevo, an expertise workshop was held on the independence of regulatory authorities in the field of media and telecommunications. This workshop, arranged at the request of the Communications Regulatory Agency (CRA) of Bosnia and Herzegovina, was organised by the European Commission (EC) in co-operation with the Council of Europe (CoE) and the Representative on Freedom of the Media of the OSCE. 

Human Rights

24-25 April, Fojnica, a two-day cascade training seminar for lawyers on the Procedure before the Constitutional Court of BiH and the European Court of Human Rights, and on Art. 6 and 8 of the ECHR and Art. 1 of Protocol 1 to ECHR (CEAD 22894).
Regular monitoring of the three main newspapers (Dnevni Avaz, Nezavisne novine and Dnevni list) and the main TV stations showed that media covered all news from the Council of Europe. In April the printed media published about 35 articles or news from CoE. All the meetings the secretariat monitoring team had with officials in Sarajevo, Banja Luka and Brcko during their fact-finding mission from 20 to 24 April received wide coverage in all media. 

The FACE Film Award information package was translated and re-sent to the relevant electronic media and Association of Film Workers for information. The RTRS passed in its show “Sinemanija” information about the CoE FACE Award.  

Book fair

The Council of Europe was present for the first time at the 20th annual book fair in Sarajevo from 23 to 28 April. The Library and Documentation Officer of the CoE office gave an interview for Radio Busovača and information for the newspaper “Oslobodjenje” and received a large number of orders for CoE publications.
Domestic violence exhibition 

The exhibition is still on display in the RS cities, currently in Trebinje. 

Statistics of the office:  about 20 replies to requests for general information were given to the public.

The Web site of the office was regularly updated with the news and relevant press releases issued by Strasbourg and on the office activities. The web site had 194. 495 hits and  30.545 unique visitors.  
Ms Caroline RAVAUD
Special Representative of the SG

Tel: +387 33 264 360 or 361 - Fax: +387 33 233 937
E-mail:
 caroline.ravaud@coe.int

Tbilisi

1.  Political and Legislative developments
On 4 April, Mr Levan Kubaneishvili the new director-general of the Georgian Public Broadcaster (GPB) was appointed for a six-year term. 

Lawyers practicing in the field of criminal code launched a three-day strike on 7 April to protest against the influence of the prosecutor’s office. 26 attorney lawyers who did not appear at a court hearing scheduled for 7 April will be fined for unjustified absence, a spokesperson for the Tbilisi City Court said.

Tbilisi-based Maestro TV staff, which goes out on cable in Tbilisi, Rustavi, Telavi and Gori, and has a license for entertainment and music programs, rallied outside Parliament on 14 April to protest against the authorities’ refusal to issue a license for political programming. 

On 23 April, France granted political asylum to former Georgian Defence Minister Irakli Okruashvili. The Georgian General Prosecutor’s Office said it hadn’t been yet officially notified of the decision by the French authorities.

Media freedom in Georgia declined in the context of the broader political crisis that led to crackdowns on the media last November, the human rights group Freedom House said in its annual survey.

Ms Nino Burjanadze, Parliamentary chairperson, withdrew from the ruling party list, saying her decision was due to a failure to agree on the list of MP candidates. Ms Burjanadze stressed that her decision did not mean she would join the opposition ranks.

Nine political parties and three election blocs will compete in the 21 May Parliamentary Elections. New Rights Party has decided to run on the joint ticket with the eight-party opposition coalition.

Georgian Young Lawyers’ Association (GYLA), a watchdog observing the pre-election campaign, said on 18 April that seven ruling party majoritarian MP candidates should be barred from running, accusing them of vote buying.

President Saakashvili called on Abkhazians and South Ossetians on 29 April “to stand together” in order not to let an “outrageous and irresponsible” external force trigger bloodshed. The statement was made live on television and was followed on 30 April by the statements of Sergey Bagapsh and Eduard Kokoity, the leaders of breakaway Abkhazia and South Ossetia, respectively, rejecting Saakashvili’s proposal to build a unified state.

On 29 April, Tbilisi suspended bilateral talks with Russia over its World Trade Organization (WTO) membership, until Russia reverses its decision on establishing legal links with breakaway Abkhazia and South Ossetia. This was a follow-up to the infamous spy-plane crisis and the increase of Russian peace-keeping troops in Abkhazia. 

2. Council of Europe action
On 1 April, the SRSG met with Mr Nikoloz Vashakidze Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs to discuss the preparation of the GR-DEM Delegation visit and issues of further co-operation. On 10 April, the SRSG met with the Chairman of the Supreme Court to discuss the preparation of the seminar for judges working on election-related disputes. On 16 April, the SRSG met with Mr Giorgi Vashadze the head of Civil Registry Agency to discuss the issues of the voters’ list. In addition, the SRSG attended the briefings of Inter Agency Task Force (IATF) on election matters. The SRSG had meetings with the Chairman of the CEC. He also met with Ms Eka Zguladze, the Deputy Minister of Interior.
In addition, the SRSG held meetings with the NGOs Georgian Young Lawyers Association (GYLA) and International Society for fair Elections and Democracy (ISFED) on election matters. On April 11, the SRSG met with Mr Iura Turkia form the NGO “Protection of property” dealing with the issues of property in the breakaway regions. 

On 2 April, a GR-DEM Delegation of the CoE visited Georgia. The delegation met with the following officials Mr Nikoloz Vashakidze, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ms Ekaterine Tkeshelashvili, Prosecutor General, Mr Temur Iakobashvili, State Minister for the Reintegration Issues, Ms Tina Burjaliani, Deputy Minister of Justice, Ms Eka Zguladze, Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs, Ms Tamar Martiashvili, Deputy State Minister on the Issues of Refugees and Resettlement. In addition, they met with the opposition parties represented in the Parliament, as well as the members of Georgian National Parliamentary Delegation to Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe.
On 3 and 15 April, the SRSG gave lectures at the seminar organised by the Tbilisi School of Political Studies (TSPS). On 10 April, the SRSG gave an opening speech at the training seminar for the trainers of prosecutors. 

On 30 April, the SRSG attended the presentation of regular public poll results conducted by International Republican Institute (IRI). 

On 24-25 April, the PACE pre-election mission, comprised of Mr Matyas Eorsi, Mr Kastriot Islami, Mr Andres Herkel and Ms Ganira Pashaeyva visited Tbilisi. The members of the delegation held several meetings with government, representatives of Parliament, Supreme Court, the Ombudsman, Election administration, civil society and media representatives, as well as opposition coalition. The SRSG took active part in the preparative work.

3. Other Action/Co-ordination and co-operation with partner organisations 

During April, the SRSG had several meetings with the representative of OSCE, NDI, and EC concerning election matters. In addition, the SRSG held several meetings with the Ambassadors to discuss the current situation in Georgia. The SRSG took active part in the regular Ambassadorial (AWG) and Technical Working Groups (TWG) concerned with monitoring and assisting the preparation of Georgian authorities for the Parliamentary Elections. 

4.  Activities of the Information Office

Publication of the new web-page on CoE Georgian publications, with advanced technical support for the search and download system.

Translation of the Georgian version of CoE web-game “Wild Web Woods” for the Strasbourg portal.

Seminars and conferences co-organised by the IOCE

April - Assistance to the Tbilisi School of Political Studies in organisation of training seminars for the forthcoming parliamentary elections (May 2008).   

1-20 April - Organisation of 11th International Photographic Heritage Experience’s preliminary selection contest in Georgia. EHD project.
19 April - “Directing cases to the European Court of Human Rights”, seminar organised by Georgian Young Lawyers Association and IOCE.
21-30 April - Series of HR trainings for University and Elementary school students.

23-25 April - Media coverage and organisation of Press-conference for the delegation of PACE, led by Mr Mátyás Eörsi (Hungary, ALDE).  

Statistics of IOCE 

36
- Press releases issued;  

57
- Visitors; 

215
- CoE promotional material distributed; 

183
- Phone calls responded;     

78
- Replies of IO by mail;

2
- Secretariat, CoE Mission(s).

Website (www.coe.ge):

	 Summary  

	Reported period
Month Apr 2008
First visit
01 Apr 2008 - 00:01
Last visit
30 Apr 2008 - 23:59
 

Unique visitors

Number of visits

Pages

Hits

Bandwidth

Traffic viewed 

6556
11579
(1.76 visits/visitor)
67882
(5.86 Pages/Visit)
789831
(68.21 Hits/Visit)
3.45 GB
(312.71 KB/Visit)



Mr Igor GAON

Special Representative of the SG

Tel: +995 32 98 54 40 - Fax: +995 32 98 96 57

E-mail: igor.gaon@coe.int
Chisinau

1.  Political and legislative developments
The EC adopted the country-specific progress report on the implementation of the EU-Moldova ENP Action Plan on 3 April underlying that “in spite of progress made, effective implementation of reforms remains a challenge. This is particularly true in the areas of judicial reform and the fight against corruption as well as ensuring media freedom and improving the business and investment climate.”
 

Following the proposal of Romania to sign an Agreement for Small Border Traffic, on 17 April the authorities of the Republic of Moldova expressed readiness to sign simultaneously the State Border Treaty and the Agreement on Small Border Traffic with Romania. Mr Vladimir Ogryzko, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine on 14 April stated that two-thirds of the common border with the Republic of Moldova has been already demarcated and that following the delineation of the Transnistrian border segment both states would sign an appropriate Agreement. The Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine addressed a joint letter to the EU and EC requesting support for finalising the demarcation of the state border between the two countries and signed Bilateral Agreement for Protection of the National Minorities.

President Vladimir Voronin and Mr Igor Smirnov, leader of the Transnistrian region met on 11 April and agreed that the former would ask the EU and the USA to lift the ban on issuing visas for the officials from Transnistria and the latter would annul the travel restrictions on the movement between the two banks of the Nistru for all representatives of the Moldovan administration. They also agreed to mandate working groups to develop confidence building measures between Chisinau and Tiraspol and to have regular meetings to solve gradually all the problems on Chisinau-Tiraspol relations. On 15 April, in Odessa, Ukraine, a seminar for officials and experts from the Republic of Moldova and the Transnistrian region was organised by the OSCE Mission to Moldova. The first meeting of the working groups on confidence building measures for settlement of the Transnistrian conflict took place on 18 April. The talks were focused on economy and trade, infrastructure development, social and health care sphere, humanitarian aid, ecology and agriculture. 
Vadim Misin, MP from the CPRM faction on 17 April stated that “Moldova should not ratify the European Charter on Regional and Minority Languages because this could imperil the settlement of the Transnistrian conflict and would affect the rights of the Russian minority.”
 

The Popular Assembly of Gagauzia failed to elect the Speaker at its first plenary session held on 30 April. None of the candidates: Demyan Karaseni from the Communist Party of the Republic of Moldova, Sergei Chernev from the Ravnopraviye Socio-Political Movement and Nikolai Dudoglo, independent MP, succeeded to gain the necessary majority support. 

On 23 April, the Public Opinion Barometer carried out by the Institute of Public Policy and relevant for the period March-April 2008 presented the citizens’ support to different political actors as follows: the CPRM 46.6%, the Moldova Noastra Alliance 11.3%, the Democratic Party 10.8%, the Liberal Party 7.8%, the Liberal Democrats 6.3%, the Party of Popular Christian Democrats 4.6%, etc. The political leaders enjoy the following confidence: Vladimir Voronin, President, 40.5%, Vasile Tarlev, Former Prime Minister, 36.6%, Marian Lupu, Speaker, 34%, Dorin Chirtoaca, Mayor of Chisinau, 28.7%, Serafim Ureceheanu, leader of the MNA, 18.8%, etc.  It also shows that 34.1% of the citizens believe in free and fair elections while 24.6% in the freedom of media. 
At its session held on 10 April, the Parliament adopted the Law No. 273-XVI on amending and completing some legislative acts prohibiting double nationals to be elected as well as the Changes and Amendments to the Electoral Code. The new Law on Freedom of Assembly was promulgated on 22 April. The Parliament at its session of 25 April adopted in a second-final reading the Law on preventing and combating corruption.
The Transparency International’s Survey relevant for February/March 2008 published on 23 April indicates that “the unofficial payments are mostly used in the police, the customs and the institutions for health protection.” On 24 April, the Parliament refused the initiative of the opposition to establish an Ad-hoc Commission for investigation of eventual involvement of the former Ministry of Interior leadership in drugs trafficking. The new Director of the Centre for Combating Economic Crime and Corruption on 23 April informed that it dealt with 700 crime cases in 2007 out of which 50% related to corruption. 

A group of prominent media NGOs: the Independent Journalism Center, the Independent Press Association, the Electronic Press Association, the Press Freedom Committee and the Investigative Journalism Center, in a joint statement of 22 April called the members of the Broadcasting Co-ordination Council “to objectively follow their mandate, in strict accordance with the Broadcasting Code, detaching themselves from any personal, ideological or political preferences.” The media NGOs on 25 April voiced a concern about the independent functioning of the judiciary following the court order for freezing the bank account of the Journal de Chisinau. The Deputy Public Prosecutor on 25 April initiated new charges against Serafim Urecheanu, leader of the Moldova Noastra Alliance at the Chisinau Centru District Court, proposing 9 years imprisonment for the old well known “ambulances case”.

To be followed next month: the dialogue between Chisinau and Tiraspol on the development of the CBMs and the functioning of the Popular Assembly of Gagauzia.

2.  Council of Europe action

The third expert meeting on the new legislation governing the Public Prosecutor’s Service was held on 7 April. It elaborated the latest improvements of the new Draft Law including the need for Constitutional revision for providing guarantees for independent functioning of the prosecution service. CEAD 22501. CoE-EC JP Justice System.

An Expert Meeting on the Communication Strategy of the Prosecutor’s Service was conducted on 8 April. It elaborated the existing communication practice of the General Prosecution Office. It also enabled exchange of experiences and good practices from the CoE member states pertaining to effective public relations. CEAD 22760. CoE-EC JP Justice System.

A workshop on the best practices for the management of justice self-administration bodies was organised from 16 to 17 April. It enabled transfer of know-how about the implementation of the relevant CoE recommendations in this field and evaluation of the effectiveness of functioning of the Superior Council Magistrates. CEAD 22901. CoE-EC JP Justice System.

An assessment visit on the functioning of the judicial system was carried out from 21 to 23 April. An expert’s opinion based on the model of the CEPEJ country reports including the recommendations for improvement of the professional performance of the judiciary should be drafted in several months. CEAD 22505. CoE-EC JP Justice System.

An assessment visit on mediation and other alternative dispute resolution measures in civil and commercial matters was organised from 22 to 23 April. It will be followed up with an expert report including recommendations for more effective enforcement of the Law and the by-regulations on mediation. CEAD 22249 and 22438. CoE JP Justice System.

A training session on mediation and alternative dispute resolution measures including arbitration for the members of the Mediation Council and other stakeholders was held on 24 April. It will contribute to enhancement of the capacity of the legal professionals involved into decreasing of the backlog of the judicial proceedings and improving the efficiency of the judiciary. CEAD 22943. CoE JP Justice System.

A workshop on Lodging an Application to the ECtHR and third party intervention for defence lawyers and civil society human rights activists was carried out in co-operation with the NGO Lawyer for Human Rights from 10 to 11 April. It was focused on the proceedings before the ECtHR and moot court cases. CEAD 20938. Bilateral Programme of Activities.
An Expert meeting on the Conditions of Untried Prisoners was organised in co-operation with the Ministry of Justice 15 to 16 April. It enabled the representatives of the MoJ’s Department for Penitentiary Institutions, the Prison Administration, the Ombudsman and the NGOs active in this field to familiarise with the CoE Recommendations on the European Prison Rules and on remand in custody. CEAD 21039. Bilateral Programme of Activities.
Training on Best international practices in investigation of corruption cases and related crimes for judges and prosecutors organised in co-operation with the General Prosecutors Service and the National Institute of Justice took place on 10 and 11 April. CEAD 21055. CoE-JP MOLICO.
Training on media relations/public outreach for press officers and spokespersons from the Centre for Combating Economic Crime and Corruption was organised in co-operation with the Millennium Challenge Corporation, USAID, the United States Department of Justice, the Academy for Educational Development (AED), and IREX (International Research and Exchange Board) from 21 to 25 April. The training was finalised by a conference on strengthening relations between CCCEC and mass media. CEAD 21055.CoE-JP MOLICO.
The second training for public relations officers from the Prosecutor Service and the Ministry of Internal Affairs was held from 23 to 25 April. It should contribute to the improvement of the law enforcement agencies public relations and facilitate the access to information of the citizens. CEAD 21055. CoE-JP MOLICO.
Training for judges and prosecutors on prevention and combating money laundering and terrorist financing was implemented in co-operation with the Prosecutors service and the National Institute of Justice from 14 to15 April. It should make the efforts of specialised judges and prosecutors for combating money laundering more efficient. CEAD 21055. CoE-JP MOLICO.
3. Activities of the Information Office 

 Statistics of the office: 

·  a/ Applications and specific documents on the ECHR were given to 27 persons 
b/ required documents on general issues: registered 32 sent on request: ​12

· Visitors to the Office:  29

· Visitors to the library: 62
· Donation of publication/materials: 1054 copies
· Press releases translated and sent to mass media  : 10
Seminars/conferences/ workshops etc…:
1 April – Informative visit of a group of young journalists to IOCE, producers of a Radio Programme “Children’s Hour” at the National Radio (6 young people). 

17 April – The IOCE organised a round table entitled “You can become a victim too…” within the campaigns fighting trafficking in human beings and combating domestic violence held in Orhei town. The event was attended by Orhei district public librarians, teachers and school principals, representatives of local mass media etc (35 participants). (CEAD 23006)
17 April – The IOCE organised a radio broadcasting at the National Radio with the aim to announce a radio quiz “The Council of Europe - what it is and what it does” to be organised  on 8 May on the occasion of CoE anniversary. 

23 April – The IOCE organised an informative lecture on the Council of Europe: its history, structure, activities and priorities for the representatives of the Co-ordination Council of Ethno-Cultural Youth Organisations of Moldova. (CEAD 23085)
Meetings:

8 April – The IOCE Director met with a delegation of Caritas with the aim to discuss the opportunities of future co-operation for the promotion of combating domestic violence against women and children. 

16 April – Meeting with the Chairwoman of the Parliamentary Committee for Social Protection, Valentina Buliga with the aim to discuss the possibilities of organising joint activities within the campaigns combating domestic violence against children and fighting corporal punishment of children. 

Mass media:

1 April – The IOCE Director gave an interview to the National Radio within the radio programme “European Dimension” on the Council of Europe priorities and campaigns.
9 April – The IOCE Director participated in a Radio Programme “Tineri-pro” and gave an interview on the Council of Europe activities and priorities in youth domain.
Mr Vladimir RISTOVSKI
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Belgrade

1.  Political developments

The upcoming elections and the electoral campaign dominated the political stage in Serbia during the last month.
Recent polls indicate that no single party will be able to form a government and the only possibility will be again a coalition. The main issues of the campaign are Kosovo and the European perspective of Serbia. The position of the nationalistic contenders like the Serbian Radical Party (SRS) or PM Kostunica’s coalition of Democratic Party of Serbia and New Serbia (DSS-NS) is that since the country’s adhesion to the EU is tantamount to an acceptance of an independent Kosovo, Serbia will better abandon its European course and search to establish closer relations with other international actors. On the other side, President Tadic’s Democratic Party (DS) and its allies insist that while Serbia must not abandon the struggle for Kosovo, it must also not forsake its European perspectives. 
On 29 April, the EU Council gave the green light and the Stabilisation and Association Agreement with the EU (SAA) was signed by Deputy Prime Minister Djelic and the Chairmen of the EU Council. The ceremony was attended by Javier Solana and President Tadic. The document was signed in the form it was initialled but its implementation will depend on the EU Council of Ministers’ appraisal of whether Serbia has achieved full co-operation with the Hague Tribunal. As it was expected, there were strong reactions by those opposed to the agreement: PM Kostunica declared that President Tadic “disgraced himself” and that the EU concluded an agreement “not with Serbia but with Tadic and the DS”. He added that the government which will be formed after the elections will annul the SAA. SRS leader Nikolic stated that “he doubts that Parliament will ratify the SAA”. 
Another issue, related to the elections in Serbia, is the holding of local elections in the municipalities with a Serbian majority in Kosovo. The Serbian Government, and in particular Minister for Kosovo Samardzic, asked UNMIK to supervise the holding of elections in Kosovo. The holding of local elections is opposed by the Kosovo authorities and is considered by UNMIK as contrary to the UNSC Resolution 1244. 

The Chief Prosecutor of ICTY Mr Brammertz visited (for the first time) Belgrade on 17 April. He underlined to his interlocutors the need of bringing to the Court the indictees who are still at large. The Serbian side tried to link this issue with the ruling of the court acquitting the Kosovar leader Haradinaj. Brammertz said the arrest of the four remaining war crimes fugitives is of critical importance, adding that Serbia needs to make some headway in its co-operation with the tribunal. He urged Belgrade authorities to arrest Ratko Mladić, Radovan Karadžić, Stojan Župljanin, and Goran Hadžić, and bring them to justice. Mr Brammertz will submit in May his report on the Serbian authorities’ co-operation with the ICTY and his conclusions will definitely affect the implementation of the SAA Serbia, signed on 29 April with the EU. 

2.  Council of Europe action 

The PACO Serbia Project supported the participation of five representatives of the Serbian authorities at the Octopus Interface Conference in combating cyber crime on 1-2 April. On the same dates, the Project organised two workshops on Financial Investigation and Seizing of Assets in two Serbian towns. This was followed by the five day workshop on Core Training of Interior Investigation forensics, which was held in Belgrade on 7-11 April for the representatives of the Ministries of Justice and Interior, Special Prosecutor’s Office for Cyber Crime and Special Prosecutor’s Office. The Project also held a seminar on 21-22 April in Belgrade on the protection of children from exploitation via the Internet. 
Strengthening Institutional Framework for Local Government Project, implemented in partnership with the Standing Conference of Towns and Municipalities (SCTM), assisted the SCTM in elaborating the bylaws needed for the implementation of the basic laws on local self-government, with emphasis on status models for municipalities and town. The project supported Ministry for Public Administration and Local Self-Government in organising the roundtable “Municipality in Serbia in the light of the new legislation on local self-government”. The draft law on Public Property has been finalised at the meeting with the Finance Ministry, SCTM and USAID. 
Human Rights and Media Project, under the joint EAR/COE media programme, provided on behalf of the CoE, comments and organised, in co-operation with the Culture Ministry, the presentation of both the draft and the comments on the Law on Unlawful Media Concentration and Transparency of Media Ownership in Belgrade on 21 April. 
Support to the Parliamentary Institutions Project launched a three-month language course for the Serbian Parliament’s civil servants. 

A CoE expert visited Belgrade on 3 April, as part of the Strengthening Higher Education Reform in Serbia (SHE) Project to meet wit the Commission for Accreditation and Quality Assurance (CAQA) and assist them in improving their ongoing implementation of accreditation and quality assurance process. Two CoE experts visited Belgrade on 17-18 April for expert consultations on recognition issues and functioning of the ENIC centre, as well as to discuss the improvements in full compliance with Lisbon Recognition Convention. 

3.  Other action/co-operation with partner organisations

The SRSG and DSRSG visited several Ambassadors to discuss possibilities of fund raising for CoE projects. The SRSG in Serbia opened a conference organised by the Public Administration and Local Self-Government Ministry “Rights and duties of local self-government units”. The SRSG and DSRSG attended the conference of the Belgrade Fund for Political Excellence “European Future of the Western Balkans – the youth has a role to play”, opened by the Director General of Democracy and Political Affairs. The SRSG opened roundtables on the Draft law on political parties and on the Draft law on media concentration and ownership transparency. He also attended the signing of the “Code of Conduct” between the political parties in Novi Pazar in Sandzak, along with the Head of the OSCE in Serbia. The SRSG briefed the PACE pre-election mission on the current political situation, while preparations for election monitoring by the PACE and the Congress are ongoing. The DSRSG participated in the presentation of the report on political reforms in Serbia on its way to the EU, with special emphasis on minority policy and decentralization issues organised in Novi Sad. 
4.  Council of Europe Profile

Several dailies cited the SRSG on 1 April at the debate on the Draft Law on Registers, as saying that the CoE supports reforms of Serbia’s administration based on the principles of equality. Dailies Blic and Borba announced on 2 April  the discussion on seizing of the assets gained through criminal acts organised as part of the PACO project. Weekly Vreme announced the second CoE FACE film award at the April International Film Festival in Istanbul. 
Belgrade media extensively reported on the PACE spring session, especially on the issue of Kosovo. 
The media extensively covered the initiative of the Russian PACE delegation to open an investigation into the claims from the book The Hunt, by former Hague Tribunal Chief Prosecutor Carla Del Ponte, while on 18 April the media reported that the delegation submitted a draft resolution on the investigation into “the inhumane treatment of people and illegal trade of human organs in Kosovo”, supported by the leaders of all PACE political groups. 

The CoE pre election observation mission warned that the Serbian Electoral Commission (RIK) is considering an option of not allowing representatives of countries that recognised Kosovo’s independence to monitor the elections in Serbia, Blic daily reported on 12 April, while TV FOX broadcasted a brief interview with the head of the PACE pre-election mission. 

The Serbian Electoral Commission approved in principle that the PACE election observers and those of Russian Duma can monitor the work of the bodies implementing the 11 May parliamentary elections, reported dailies Blic and Vecernje novosti on 29 April. 

Several dailies and electronic media reported on 16 April that the SRSG was present at the signing of the Code of conduct between political parties in Novi Pazar for the upcoming local elections. 

Mr Constantin YEROCOSTOPOULOS
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1.  Political developments

Presidential elections were held on 6 April. They were the first after the independence of Montenegro and under the new constitution. The candidate of the ruling Democratic Party of Socialists (DPS) and incumbent President, Filip Vujanovic, won at the first round with 52.3% of the votes. The second-ranked was Andrija Mandic (Serbian List) with 19.3%, third was Neboisa Medojevic (Movement for Changes) with 17.3% and Srdjan Milic (Socialist People’s Party) - 11.1%. The electoral participation was relatively high: close to 70% of the registered voters voted.

The atmosphere on the election day was calm with no significant incidents reported. The campaign was also relatively calm and low key. Kosovo independence and the recognition issue had some galvanizing effect, but on the whole did not become central point in the debates. The elections were monitored by PACE and OSCE ODIHR.

According to the NGO the Monitoring Center (CEMI), all the candidates overstepped the legal limit of 140 000 € when it comes to financing the pre-election campaign. This estimation does not include the expenditures made in the last week before the elections and consists only of the expenses made for the media, excluding the costs of the campaign preparation, promotion rallies, campaign materials, billboards etc. The origin of that money remains a key question. 

Apart from the presidential elections, local elections also took place in the municipalities of Herceg Novi and Tivat on 6 April. 

Prime Minister Milo Djukanovic visited Brussels on 1 April and met Mr Javier Solana and Enlargement Commissioner Olli Rehn. Mr Solana said Montenegro was on the right way and quickly going towards the EU, while Mr Rehn agreed that Montenegro was on the right track but administrative capacities, judiciary and fight against organised crime should be further strengthened.

At the Bucharest NATO Summit held on 3 April, Montenegro was invited to start Intensified Dialogue, which was assessed as a big step towards NATO membership. 

On 10 April, Parliament elected Ms Ranka Carapic as Supreme State Prosecutor. Ms Carapic was supported by 47 MPs, including the Movement for Changes and the Bosniac Party MPs, while 14 pro-Serbian orientated MPs voted against. On the same date, the Parliament also elected one more member of the High Judicial Council, Mr Ljuidj Skrelja, DPS MP. An opposition MP should have also been elected, but the People’s Party MP, Dragan Soc, withdrew his candidature.

2.  Council of Europe action
Within the Joint PACE/EC Initiative to Support Parliamentary Institutions, the fifth roundtable was held in the Parliament of Montenegro on 16 April, on “Control Function of Parliament with Special Focus on Parliamentary Hearings”. The roundtable was attended by MPs from the majority and the opposition, as well as some staff members. The next roundtable is planned for early June.

Within the Joint CoE/EC Initiative “Strengthening Local Self-Governance in Montenegro” assistance was provided to the Ministry of Interior and Public Administration for the preparation of the Draft Law on Territorial Organisation. The working group started on 24 March and finished its work on 24 April. The CoE engaged two local and two international experts to assist the working group and prepare the Draft. The experts’ team from Montenegro also took part in the roundtable on “Law on Territorial Organisation in Montenegro” organised by the CoE in Strasbourg on 10 April and discussed the new Draft Law.

On 14-15 April, two CoE international experts visited Podgorica, met the working group and had working sessions with the local experts. On 23 April, the Council of Europe sent the appraisal to the final version of the Draft with minor comments that should be incorporated into the Draft. The Draft is considered to be in full conformity with the principles of the European Charter of Local Self-Government and other relevant standards of the Council of Europe.

According to the agreement made with Deputy Minister of Finance, Ms Koviljka Mihailovic, the CoE started to work on the Law on Communal Fees on 21 April. Ms Mihailovic advised the CoE to consult the Union of Municipalities and engage the experts on their recommendation. Both sides agreed to fully involve the Union of Municipalities in the process.

On 21-22 April, a conference on the Implementation of the CoE Civil Convention on Corruption was co-organised by the CoE and Montenegrin Directorate for Anti-Corruption. The aim of the conference was to discuss the measures necessary for the effective implementation of the Convention at national level. The SRSG together with the Minister of Justice opened the conference. Most newspapers, the National Radio and TV published extensive reports on the conference and quotes from the SRSG’s statement. CEAD 22706
On 23-24 April, a workshop “Legislative assistance on cyber crime” took place with the purpose to present comparative experience in the fight against this type of crime, as well as to discuss Montenegrin legislation in this field. It is agreed that the Council of Europe experts will evaluate the relevant provisions of the Criminal Code and Criminal Procedure Code and give their opinion on the level of the implementation of the Convention on cyber crime and other international standards in the existing Montenegrin legislation.

On 21 April, the Ministry of Interior submitted the draft Law on prevention of conflict of interests in performing public functions to the Council of Europe for expert evaluation and opinion. The draft is particularly important in the light of GRECO recommendations to the country. Opinions should be submitted by 25 May.

Mr Vladimir PHILIPOV
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Pristina

1.  Political and legislative developments

The month of April was marked by developments with regard to holding Serbian elections in Kosovo. While UNMIK officials were quoted by dailies as saying that UNMIK will neither help nor hinder the holding of Serbian parliamentary elections in Kosovo, they reported that UNMIK with the support of Contact Group representatives (France, Italy, Germany, Russia, the UK and the U.S.) and the Kosovo authorities communicated to the Serbian authorities that organising Serbian local elections in Kosovo is a breach of the UNSCR 1244 and would not be consistent to UNMIK’s authority in Kosovo. The EU expressed similar views but dailies reported that Serbia will organise local elections in Kosovo in the 23 municipalities where there is some Serb population. 

Kosovo’s draft Constitution was approved in early April by the International Civil Representative, Pieter Feith, and subsequently the Kosovo Assembly held a signing ceremony. The Constitution will enter into force on 15 June. The UNMIK SRSG Joachim Rücker was quoted as saying “If the new Kosovo Constitution, as expected, will enter into force on 15 June, then we will have to face new realities in Kosovo and should adapt to these new realities which means that UNMIK should reconfigure its presence.”

On 21 April, the UN Security Council discussed behind closed doors the first report of the UN Secretary General on Kosovo after Kosovo’s declaration of independence. Serbia’s President Mr Tadic and Kosovo’s Prime Minister Mr Thaci both addressed the Security Council. 
In a press conference held at the beginning of April, the head of UNMIK Pillar IV, Paul Acda, announced that the EU Pillar will cease its activity by 30 June of this year and that the vast majority of competencies that EU Pillar now enjoys will be transferred to the Kosovo Government while the Kosovo Trust Agency will be transformed into a Kosovo Agency of Privatisation.

During the month, dailies reported widely on talks between the UN office in Belgrade and the Serbian authorities speculating on the content of those discussions. UNMIK stated officially that the UN Office in Belgrade has been asked by UNHQ to explore with the Government of Serbia how to deal with the continued undermining of UNMIK’s mandate. 

The Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly held a current affairs debate on Kosovo on 16 April. Dailies reported afterwards that there was a general feeling in the Council of Europe during its Parliamentary Assembly meeting that recognition of Kosovo’s independence is an issue that the member States have to decide individually. 
Former Kosovo Prime Minister Ramush Haradinaj was acquitted on 3 April by the ICTY of all charges. The decision was immediately welcomed by the Kosovo authorities and equally condemned by the Serbian authorities. The ICTY prosecution appealed against the acquittal towards the end of the month. Mr Haradinaj has already entered public life in Kosovo and has called for elections to be held in line with the Ahtisaari plan 9 months after transition. At the end of April, the former Minister of Culture, Astrit Haraqija together with Bajrush Morina, who was his advisor, travelled to The Hague to face charges by the ICTY of contempt of court during the process of the case of Haradinaj and others. Shortly after the acquittal of Haradinaj news reports came out suggesting that the Kosovo Liberation Army was involved in trafficking of organs of Serbs during 1998-1999. The news originated from a recently published book from ICTYs former prosecutor, Carla del Ponte and provoked bitter reactions.

A plenary session of the Kosovo Assembly on 18 April discussed the Government actions for its first 100 days and its programme until 2010. The programme presented by Prime Minister Hashim Thaçi faced wide criticism from the opposition. At the session the President of Kosovo Fatmir Sejdiu also gave an overview about the current situation in Kosovo

An inter-ministerial working group on decentralisation was established in April and the Ministry of Local Government and Administration revealed a plan of four working groups for decentralisation.
The Slovak Foreign Minister and Chairman of the CoE Committee of Ministers, Jan Kubis, confirmed during his visit to Kosovo that Slovakia will take part in EULEX and will continue to contribute forces to KFOR. 

Dailies reported in April that Pristina and Skopje are engaging in technical talks on the border’s demarcation with the facilitation of the International Civilian Office. 

The former Minister for Culture, Skender Hyseni, was in April appointed to be Kosovo’s first Foreign Minister. 

Towards the end of April an investigative team from the United Nations arrived in Pristina to conduct an investigation into the events of 17 March 2008 in the northern part of Mitrovica which left one UNMIK Police officer dead. 

By the end of April a total of 38 States had recognised Kosovo out of which 26 are CoE member States. On 8 April, the United States Liaison Office in Kosovo reopened as the US Embassy.
To be followed next month: 

Organisation of elections by Serbia in Kosovo (parliamentary and/or local).

Continued developments with regard to the legal situation in Kosovo and the role of different international actors.
2.  Council of Europe action 

The Council of Europe’s final report of the election observation mission in Kosovo for the elections on 17 November 2007 was made public mid-April.
Several activities were organised in the context of the ongoing SIDA Project assisting the Ombudsperson Institution in Kosovo. On 4 April, the lawyers of OIK attended a course on presentation skills and public speaking (CEAD 22709) and on 7-13 April completed a training on human rights monitoring (CEAD 22198). Between 18-25 April, IT consultants installed a computerised Document Management System for the OIK and trained the staff on how to use the new tool (CEAD 22838).

On 29 April, the CoE, together with the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in Pristina, organised a workshop advising the Recruiting Panel shortlisting the Ombudsperson candidates in Kosovo on the selection and interview process. The CoE facilitated the visit of an expert for this event. (CEAD 232798). 

The Reconstruction Implementation Commission (RIC) did not meet in April in the absence of which new reconstruction works initially programmed for 2008 are postponed. However, reconstruction works at one site were finished (the Parish House and the Church of Saints Peter and Paul at Istog/Istok) and the remaining reconstruction activities at five sites are expected to conclude during May-June 2008. Meanwhile the HoO and the RIC Chairwoman (during a mission of the latter) continued to liaise with RIC partners on possible ways forward. Finally the Serbian and Albanian versions of the RIC Activity Report 2007 has been published and distributed. A digital version is posted in the RIC website www.rickosovo.org 

3.  Other action/co-ordination and co-operation with partner organisations 

During the month of April, regular co-operation with different actors continued. In that context continued support to the Advisory Office on Good Governance on drafting a Human Rights Strategy and Action Plan was explored; the office continued to follow the work of the Working Group on Standards 3 and 4 - “Freedom of Movement” and “Sustainable Return” which is now led by the Ministry of Communities and Returns (MCR); finally in the context of the upcoming joint CoE/EC programme on education the office attended a conference presenting the results of the first months of work of the Kosovo Pedagogical Institute.

4.  General Security Situation 

The general security situation remained stable in April and no security incident was registered on the RIC sites during the month.
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1. Political and legislative developments

Constitutional amendments

On 22 April, the Albanian Parliament passed, with 115 votes in favour, 17 against and three abstentions, a series of constitutional amendments changing its electoral system, parliamentary procedures for confidence and no-confidence votes, election of the President, and the status of the Prosecutor General. The reform package was approved as a result of an agreement between the ruling Democratic Party and the Socialists in opposition. 

Several smaller opposition parties claimed that the amendments were designed to drive them out of parliament and asked the international community to intervene. The Socialist Movement for Integration promised protests and stated that it would initiate a popular referendum to annul amendments to the Constitution. 

The international community mostly welcomed the amendments to the electoral system as providing the country with a more stable system and responding to the recommendations of the international monitoring missions of previous elections. 

The new voting rules establish regional proportional representation within 12 administrative regions. Further issues, reflected in the OSCE/PACE report after the 2005 general elections still remain to be addressed, such as administration of elections, procedures of appealing election results and private financing of political parties. The Ad Hoc Committee on Electoral Reform will continue the work on amending the electoral code. 

Other constitutional amendments concerned the election of the President, as well as the status of the Prosecutor General. Under the changes, the president will be elected with 71 votes in a fourth round of voting - lowering the number from 83 deputies, or three-fifths of the assembly. The Prosecutor General will have a fixed five-year term instead of an unlimited one.

Invitation to join NATO

At NATO’s April summit in Bucharest, Albania was invited, along with Croatia, to start accession talks with the organisation. The invitations are the official starting point of talks for Albania’s full membership. The country must fulfil additional reforms to secure membership and convince the alliance members to ratify it, in particular in areas of electoral reforms, anti-corruption and judiciary. 

The electoral reforms remain the main immediate task and the Government has pledged to accomplish them by April 2009, when it expects to join the organisation.

The invitation to join the alliance was received with enthusiasm in the country and the Albanian leadership praised it as a “historic decision”. 

Post-Gerdec situation

Former workers of the Gerdec factory began regular demonstrations demanding further compensation for lost earnings and injuries. The latest known figure of those confirmed dead in the Gerdec tragedy, following the blast at the ammunition depot, is 26 persons, but the real number is probably higher due to unreported and unidentified casualties.  

In the wake of the incident the Prosecution began to question witnesses. The Tirana Appeals Court upheld the detention of the former director of the state-owned Military Export-Import Company, and President of the sub-contracted company that was running the factory in Gerdec. The General Prosecutor sent a request to the Parliament on 25 April, asking it to remove the immunity of the former Minister of Defence, Fatmir Mediu, accusing him of abuse of duty relating to the Gerdec incident. In parallel, several military officials have been dismissed by the Minister of Defence in connection with the incident. 

2. Council of Europe action

31 March – 4 April – Study Visit in Slovenia of the representatives of the School of Magistrates, Ministry of Justice and Office for the Administration of the Judicial Budget and High Council of Justice, within the EC/CoE Joint Programme V “Support to the training of court Administrators in Albania”. 

2 April - Training on Human Resources Management addressing the administrative staff of the School of Magistrates (ASM). Topics of the training covered issues of job description, evaluation and carrier development.

2-3 April - Training of Trainers (TOT), for the trainers involved in the continuous training of the School of Magistrates. Topics covered by the training were related to the training curricula in general, focusing on discussions on the current curricula of the school, relation between curricula and programme.

3-4 April - Training on financial management for the administrative staff of the ASM. Two representatives of the office for the Administration of the Judicial Budged were also invited to attend the training (an activity organised in co-operation with the EURALIUS mission). 

8 April - Workshop on Academic Writing, organised within the Albanian School of Political Studies. 

11-13 April – Course on “Challenges to Democracy”, organised within the programme of the Albanian School of Political Studies in Vlore.

21-22 April - the experts meeting on the draft law on the status of the court administration, organised upon the request of the Ministry of Justice (MoJ) of Albania. Participants included representatives of the MoJ involved in the drafting of the law, court presidents and chancellors and the CoE experts that presented their comments on the draft law. 

24 April – Course on “Transactional empire and the authority of possession”, organised within the programme of the Albanian School of Political Studies. 

27–30 April 2008 - Study visit in the Czech Republic of the representatives of Albanian Ministry of Justice, High Council of Justice and the Albanian School of Magistrates. 

3.  Other action/ co-ordination and co-operation with partner organisations
The office, in co-operation with the Children Rights Centre of Albania, organised a series of training and educational sessions on how to deal with violence and abuse in school:

9-11 April – Training sessions at CRCA premises with 52 teachers coming from 52 9-year schools of Tirana

14-15 April – Training sessions at IOCE premises with 28 psychologists coming from 9-year schools in Tirana

22-25 April - Training and awareness sessions at the CRCA premises with 100 pupils coming from 52 9-year schools of Tirana

30 April – The Director of IOCE participated in a roundtable organised by the Albanian Helsinki Committee on the monitoring of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement with regard to migration issues. 

4.  Activities of the Information Office 

Media work: 

11 articles were published on CoE activities in the Albanian press; an article on FACE prize event and on Eurimages was published in two newspapers (Shqip and Shekulli) and Spekter magazine; An article on the North-South Prize was published in Shqip newspaper
Weekly monitoring and reporting on the Council of Europe visibility for the Directorate of Communication: From 1 to 30 April, about 30 references to various CoE activities were made in the Albanian media.

Translations: 9 news items for the web; translation of materials for the CoE programme “Building a Europe with and for Children” 
During April, the IOCE updated regularly the website, special websites on the campaigns and distributed the monthly e-newsletter to various institutions, NGOs, media etc.

Statistics:
	IOCE visitors: 200
	Photocopies: 2950

	Requests for information on ECHR: 5
	News translated for the website: 9

	Telephone calls: 210
	Press releases: 2

	Website hits: 97585
	

	Disseminated publications: 

· 1630 copies of publications in Albanian to the Bar association (35 copies of the ECHR; 280 copies of 8 Human Rights handbooks; 500 copies of handbook No. 9 and No.10)

· 50 copies of publications in Albanian to the Centre for Human Rights and Democracy (5 copies of the ECHR; 5 copies of the Guide to ECHR; 5 copies of 8 Human Rights handbooks)

· 35 Photocopies of the CoE publication “Eliminating Corporal Punishment” 

- 60 copies of the PowerPoint presentation of the CoE programme “Building a Europe with and for Children”. 


N. B. The mandate of the Special Advisor of the Council of Europe in Tirana ended on 15 February 2008. Until the appointment of a new Special Advisor, the Secretariat (DG-DPA) is ensuring the interim.

N.N.
Special Advisor
Tel: +355 42 22 84 19 - Fax: +355 42 24 89 40

E-mail: 

Kyiv

1.  Legislative and institutional developments

On 2 April, President Yushchenko reinstated Ms Stanik to the position of judge at the Constitutional Court (following the 25 March decision of the Supreme Court) and the next day he dismissed her from this position as, according to the decree “she has taken her office in breach of the procedure”. On 7 April, Ms Stanik declared that she revoked her signature in all decisions dated from 22 April 2004 till 3 April 2008 until the issue of the constitutionality of the Presidential decree had been settled. 

On 9 April, Parliament published a request that the President reinstate Ms Stanik to the position of judge at the Constitutional Court.
On 3 April, the Heads of States and Governments participating in the meeting of the North Atlantic Council in Bucharest declared that “NATO welcomes Ukraine’s and Georgia’s Euro-Atlantic aspirations for membership in NATO.  We agreed today that these countries will become members of NATO….We welcome the democratic reforms in Ukraine and Georgia….The Membership Action Plan (MAP) is the next step for Ukraine and Georgia on their direct way to membership.  Today we make clear that we support these countries’ applications for MAP “. President Yushchenko declared that Ukraine had received a clear prospective for NATO membership.  
On 5 April, the Chairperson of one of the journalist unions, commenting on the President’s statement that national printed media should primarily print in the National Language (Ukrainian), cautioned that such sensitive problems should be decided in stages and not only by administrative methods.

On 7 April, the President, by Decree, decided to propose amendments to a decision by the Government on 22 February to introduce a unified mechanism for selling urban land property (state and municipal) by public auctions. At the same time, a request was sent to the Constitutional Court for a ruling on the said decision.

On 8 April, President Yushchenko signed a decree for the implementation of the concept paper for the reform of criminal justice - the Secretary of the National Council for security and defence is to control the implementation.

On 10 April, the Parliament ratified Ukraine’s Accession Protocol to the World Trade Organisation. It is expected that Ukraine officially enters the WTO as a full member on 16 May.

On 15 April, Parliament adopted a law on Amendments to the Criminal and Criminal Procedure Codes. The law envisages broadening the scope for releasing people from criminal liability if they show repentance or if the perpetrator is reconciled with the victim.

On 16 May, the parliamentary fraction of the BYUT published a request to the President to stop anti-Ukrainian activities and not ruin the chance of democratic development of the Ukrainian state. In the statement the fraction requests inter alia the President to cancel all decrees and normative acts which block the work of the democratic Government and to allow the Government finally to work.
On 17 April, Amnesty International protested against an alleged statement to the press of the Minister of Interior in favour of reestablishment of the death penalty for very serious crimes against individuals. Ministry of Interior does not confirm nor deny the statement.

By a presidential decree, an intergovernmental/institutional working group was set up in order to elaborate a consolidated state plan of action to fight corruption. As chair persons are chosen the Prosecutor General and the Acting Head of the Ukraine Security Service. The working group had its first meeting 22 April.

On 18 April, the Constitutional Court adopted a decision confirming that the people, as the sole source of power, through an all-Ukrainian referendum, can realise its sovereign right to change the constitution. The Court clarified that changes to the Constitution have to be made according to the present provisions to amend the Constitution.  

A first meeting of the intergovernmental/institutional working group on fight against xenophobia, ethnical and racial intolerance was held. Guided by the instruction of the Government from early April, the working group is tasked to elaborate proposals to counter racism, xenophobia and discrimination in Ukrainian society.

2.  Council of Europe activities
On 10 April, Parliament ratified the Memorandum of Understanding between the Government and the Council of Europe establishing an Office of the Organisation in Ukraine. The MoU was signed on 6 November 2006.

On 16 April, the Prime Minister delivered a speech at the CoE Parliamentary Assembly session.

On 3 and 4 April, the CLRAE took part in a conference on trans-frontier co-operation in Yalta. The Minister for local governance presented a concept paper on regional policy.

On 5 April, the RSG addressed the conference “Problems of defense of human rights in modern Ukrainian society” organised by the International Society for Human Rights. 

From 6 to 10 April a delegation of the Advisory Committee of the Framework Convention on National Minorities visited Ukraine. The delegation had meetings with representatives of the Uzhgorod region, MFA, State Committee of Nationalities and Religions, Parliament, MFA, the Ombudsman, NGOs and international organisations.

On 9 and 10 April, representatives of the Secretariat visited Kyiv to discuss the preparation of a new Action Plan for Ukraine (2008-2011). 

From 10 to 13 April, the first session of the 2008 Ukrainian School of Political Studies was held. The RSG took part in the opening of the School. The Deputy Secretary of the Venice Commission discussed the theme of the Constitutional Process and Democracy in Ukraine.

On 14 April, the Commissioner for Human Rights addressed the International conference dedicated to the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 10th anniversary of the Ombudsman of Ukraine. The intervention focused on the joint tasks ahead of Ukraine and Council of Europe in the area of human rights and rule of law.

On 15 April, the RSG participated in a meeting organised by President Yushchenko on the issue of fighting corruption. The President initiated measures to speed up and consolidate an action plan.

On 17 April, the Director of the IOCE contributed to the discussion in a conference, arranged by UNESCO and the Kyiv Institute for International Relations, titled “Gender policy: European experience for Ukraine”  and to the roundtable on the International UN Anti-Torture Day.

On 24-25 April, a CoE-delegation held talks in Kyiv on the preparations of the 8th Conference of the European Ministers responsible for Youth – scheduled for 10-11 October 2008. During the visit, the delegation met with the Minister of Family, Youth and Sport and the Ukrainian working group responsible for the organization of the conference.

The RSG had a discussion with the Representative of the UNHCR on possible joint activities related to migration and diversity in society. 

Activities under projects

UPIC: Within the framework of the EC/CoE Joint programme on international co-operation in criminal matters (UPIC) a study visit was conducted from 7 to 11 April, in Italy and Switzerland. 

On 24 April, under the UPIC-project, a contract was signed to procure the software database for a registration system aimed at tracking, monitoring and managing international co-operation requests

The UPIC team leader took part in the Ministerial meeting of Justice and Home Affairs of the South-East Europe Co-operation Process in Sofia on 29-30 April. At the meeting, which focused on issues of international co-operation, he made an intervention on the Second Additional Protocol to the European Convention on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters of 2001.

UPAC: Within the framework of the EC/CoE Joint programme and its Project against Corruption in Ukraine (UPAC), CoE expert comments were submitted on the draft Law “On the principles of prevention and counteraction of corruption”.

On 18 April, a CoE expert opinion on the Cabinet of Ministers’ Draft Resolution “Concerning the anti-corruption policy” and draft Regulation “On Government agent on Anti-corruption policy issues” was submitted to the Ministry of Justice.

As a follow up, a roundtable was arranged on 22 April to discuss the optimal model of system of anti-corruption institutions in Ukraine.

23 April, the UPAC project was invited to follow the work of the interagency Working group on anti-corruption issues, created by Decree of the President on 17 April. The project was invited to make contributions to the first meeting of the working group.

MOLI:  Within the EC/CoE Joint programme and its Project against Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing in Ukraine (MOLI) on 4 April, a seminar on inter alia international legal standards in the fight against money laundering, confiscation and assets recovery was organised for prosecutors from the General Prosecution and regional prosecution offices and other regional structures. 

On 9-10 April, a seminar was organised on inter alia the issue of risk based approach to combating money laundering at financial sector. Target group was representatives of regional banking supervision (NBU) and banking faculty students at Sumy Banking Training Centre.

Between 14-18 April, a multi-agency study visit to Poland was organised for representatives of various anti-money laundering training institutions and financial regulators. 
3.  Activities of the Information Office

Work with school-pupils, students:
8 April – 25 April, 3 groups of students from Kyiv International University (18 persons per group) underwent a one-week training in the IOCE;
8 April, lecture and demonstration of the documentary on the CoE for the Inter-Regional Academy of Personnel Management Youth Centre of People’s Diplomacy (12 persons);
16 April, presentation of the CoE campaign “Building a Europe for and with children” for school-pupils of secondary school № 287.
Participation and intervention:
10 April, meeting with the Head of Unit for Relations with Ukraine, Moldova and Belarus from the Directorate General for External Relations European Commission, Ms Hardeman on the human rights situation in Ukraine;

17 April, International Conference “Gender Policy: European Experience for Ukraine”, organised by the Taras Shevchenko Kyiv National University International Relations Institute - report in Plenary session;

17 April, Meeting with the Delegation of the EC representatives on the assistance to Ukrainian NGOs to organise the International Day against torture and ill-treatment (marked by UN); 

Participation:
5  April, International Society of Human Rights (Ukrainian section) Conference;
12 April, Second City Contest of Interpretations for senior school-pupils, organised by the National Academy of Sciences Kyiv Institute of Interpreters awarding ceremony; 
14 April, the International Conference “Modern Challenges to Human Rights and Freedoms” on the occasion of the 60th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 10th Anniversary of the Institution of the Ukrainian Parliament Commissioner for Human Rights; 
17-18 April, Information Book Fair 2008, organised by the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine, with presentation the CoE editions in Ukrainian and new CoE editions;
21 April, meeting in the Verkhovna Rada organized by the Committee on Social policy and Labour and Association of Psychiatrists of Ukraine, discussion of the situation on human rights in institutions for people with the mental disabilities. 
Publications:
- the “Case-law of the European Court of Human Rights”, fifth edition – 2 000 copies; 
- the Report by the Commissioner for Human Rights Thomas Hammarberg on his visit to Ukraine 10-17 December 2006.

Relations with the media:
- dissemination of CoE press releases in Ukrainian language, “The week in brief” among national news agencies, newspapers, magazines;
- monitoring of articles on CoE activities and forwarding the content with English comments to the CoE Press Revue;
- monitoring of press coverage of political, legislative and social developments in Ukraine.

 Statistics:
- total number of visitors to IOCE – 54 persons, including 20 persons wishing to apply to the ECtHR;  
- information on enquiries received by e-mail - 20, by telephone - 135; 

- CoE publications – 3 392 copies disseminated;

- 27 press releases and 4 issues of “The week in brief” translated into Ukrainian and placed on IOCE web-site;
- 13 links and cuttings on CoE activities were sent to the CoE Press Revue; 

- IOCE website total hits: 1710 / Average hits per day: 62/ Average visitors per day: 26 
- total visitors: 1037
Mr Åke PETERSON

Representative of the SG for the co-ordination of CoE co-operation programmes

E-mail: ake.peterson@coe.int
Ms Natalia VOUTOVA

Deputy Representative of the SG for the co-ordination of CoE co-operation programmes

Tel: +380 44 234 61 40- Fax: +380 44 234 62 10 

E-mail: natalia.voutova@coe.int 
� Local partner institutions are mentioned with the title and qualifications of the Provisional Institutions of Self-Government (PISG) created in conformity with UNSC Resolution 1244.
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