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INFORMATION NOTE 

FOR THE ATTENTION OF THE MINISTERS' DEPUTIES

__________
NOTE D'INFORMATION

A L'ATTENTION DES DELEGUES DES MINISTRES
RE:
Report from the Council of Europe Field Offices and other Structures* / January 2008

Rapport des Bureaux et autres structures du Conseil de l’Europe sur le terrain* / janvier 2008
Please find attached the Report from the Council of Europe Field Offices and other Structures for January 2008. 

_________________________

Veuillez trouver ci-joint le rapport des Bureaux et autres structures du Conseil de l’Europe sur le terrain pour janvier 2008.

Ce document n’existe qu’en anglais
* For a more complete list of activities, see the Council of Europe activities database (CEAD) – http://dsp.coe.int/CEAD / Pour une liste plus complète des activités, voir la base de données des activités du Conseil de l’Europe (CEAD) – http://dsp.coe.int/CEAD
Yerevan

1.  Political and legislative developments

Pursuant to a decision of the Central Electoral Commission issued on 18 January, each of the nine nominees who applied for registration before the 6 December 2007 deadline was formally registered as presidential candidates. Prime Minister Sargsyan is continuing with his official duties as well as standing for election.

The CEC has accredited 23 local organisations (comprising some 8000 observers) and five international organisations (OSCE/ODIHR, OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, CIS Executive Committee and CIS Inter-Parliamentary Assembly) to observe the 19 February presidential elections. On 22 January the CIS observation mission formally opened. The mission includes 22 long-term observers, and it is envisaged that some 150 short-term observers will be deployed to observe election-day proceedings. 

The OSCE/ODIHR issued its First Interim Report (30 January) related to the forthcoming presidential election. According to the report, the Central Electoral Commission (CEC) appears well-prepared to conduct the forthcoming election. OSCE/ODIHR also found that a large majority (some 75%) of electoral commission “troikas” (Chairs, Deputy Chairs, or Secretaries) on Territorial Electoral Commissions had been proposed by CEC members nominated by the President of the Republic, the ruling Republican Party and its coalition partner Prosperous Armenia. As for the media situation, based on its monitoring of seven TV channels and two radio stations, the Election Observation Mission (EOM) concluded that most of the broadcast media including public television had demonstrated a clear imbalance in their coverage of the prospective candidates.

The Passport and Visa Department (OVIR) of the Police published the updated voters’ register, which may be accessed via the website of the Central Election Commission. As of 31 January, the total number of eligible voters was 2 311 240, i.e. some 6 500 fewer than for the 2007 parliamentary elections. On 10 January, voters’ lists were posted in the 1 923 individual polling stations (422 of which are in Yerevan). 

The 28-day electoral campaign period, as stipulated by the Electoral Code, officially started on 21 January. The candidates made public their platforms on or around that date.

On 21 January, the Office of the Prosecutor General established a special unit to deal with electoral violations. According to the Office of the Prosecutor General, the Unit will also follow up media reports of possible electoral violations. In the course of January there were a number of media reports of incidents (vandalism, shooting, or arson attempts) targeting the campaign offices of various candidates - including those of Serge Sargsyan (Yerevan offices), Levon Ter-Petrosyan (Vanadzor and Armavir) and Artur Baghdasaryan (Vanadzor) - as well as the Office of the Prosecutor General (Yerevan) and the Asparez Journalist Club (Gyumri). The incidents concerned resulted in relatively minor material damage, and are being investigated by the police. On 3 February, at a Yerevan rally which reportedly assembled 20 000 people (according to AFP), Artur Baghdasaryan stated that he had received death threats the previous day. The Office of the Prosecutor General has tasked the police with checking the veracity of this information.
On 28 January, the Kapan regional campaign office of Levon Ter-Petrosyan was closed down; the following day, the police disseminated a statement clarifying that the owner had requested their intervention against the “illegal” occupation of the premises. Levon Ter-Petrosyan’s campaign has alleged that the owner was “forced” to ask them to vacate the premises.

On 22 January, Levon Ter-Petrosyan and his supporters held a rally in central Yerevan (according to AFP, there were 6000 participants). Law enforcement officials did not interfere with the rally, despite a previous announcement by the Mayor of Yerevan calling on political parties, NGOs and citizens to refrain from organising processions due to potential traffic congestion and adverse weather conditions. Ter-Petrosyan’s supporters also staged an unauthorised “car rally” on 28 January, which - according to a police announcement – disrupted traffic in central Yerevan, with participants disregarding police officers’ orders and threatening force against them. Criminal proceedings have been initiated against certain participants of the “car rally” on grounds of hooliganism and use of force against an official.

Baltic Surveys Ltd./Gallup presented the results of an opinion poll of 1200 Armenian citizens conducted from 13 to 20 January. According to the poll, most citizens surveyed (43%) support Serge Sargsyan. Arthur Baghdasarian was supported by 11% of those surveyed, followed by  Artashes Geghamian (6%), with other candidates (including Levon Ter-Petrosyan, Vahan Hovhanisyan and Vazgen Manukyan) receiving between 4 and 6%. 11% of respondents were against all candidates, while 9% were undecided. The U.S. Embassy and USAID decided to cancel their plans to conduct an exit poll with the above-mentioned organisation, citing “implementation problems” and “questions raised from different parts of the political spectrum”.

On the occasion of an official visit to Armenia (28 to 29 January), a cooperation agreement was signed between United Russia and the Republican Party of Armenia by Boris Gryzlov, President of the Russian State Duma and Armenian Prime Minister and Republican Party leader Serge Sargsyan.

2.  Council of Europe action

The Council of Europe Action Plan of pre-electoral assistance was completed, with the active support of the CoE Office in Yerevan. On 26 January, in cooperation with American Bar Association/Rule of Law Initiative, the Council of Europe’s Venice Commission organised a conference entitled “Free and Fair Elections through the Exercise of Law”, which brought together judges, advocates, prosecutors, and media representatives and was aired on four television stations (two of them with national coverage). The Venice Commission experts discussed, during a separate session for Administrative Court judges, various questions related to the process of electoral complaints and appeals. On 29 January, the secretariat (Media Division) organised, in partnership with the European Integration NGO, a workshop for the members and staff of the National Commission on Radio and Television. A Public Service Announcement on voting procedures was produced http://www.coe.am/en/?go=elections2008 and is currently being broadcast on Armenian TV Channels; also, a collection of decrees issued by the Central Electoral Commission was printed and distributed to the members of the electoral commissions. Finally, an expert opinion on the Draft Law on Political Parties was transmitted on 29 January to the Minister of Justice, proposing a round table discussion to address the further development of the legislation on financing of political parties and electoral campaigns.

A pre-electoral mission of the Parliamentary Assembly, headed by John Prescott (United Kingdom, SOC) visited Armenia from 29 to 31 January to assess the political climate and preparations for the forthcoming election in Armenia. The delegation noted that the 2007 parliamentary elections had shown progress over previous elections and expressed hope that this progress would continue during the forthcoming Presidential election on 19 February 2008. 

3.  Other action / co-operation and co-ordination with international organisations

Apart from cooperation with partner organisations in the context of the CoE pre-electoral assistance action plan, regular exchanges of information on the pre-electoral situation were held with the ODIHR Election Observation Mission and other representatives of the international community. The SRSG also participated in the joint meeting of the elections working group and media legislation chaired by the OSCE Office in Yerevan, as well as in the coordination meeting on judicial reform held at the World Bank Office.

4.  Activities of the Information Office

Translation and summarising of the articles from the print press for the daily news digest on the website under http://www.coe.am/en/?go=digests&d=20061004#1366 . 

Weekly monitoring on the Council of Europe visibility in the Armenian media for the Directorate of Communication. In January 2008 65 references to various CoE activities were made in the Armenian media.
1000 copies of the Armenian version of CoE CD-Rom were received, and 22 information packs were distributed to the main media outlets. 

IOCE translated the SG’s article Europe’s fight against Trafficking in Human Beings, a new form of slavery, which will be published in the spring issue of IOCE newsletter. 

In cooperation with National Association of School Parents Council Members, ongoing screenings of You are not for sale documentary on CoE’s anti-trafficking activities produced by IOCE. 

Statistics of the office: 
a) general information/library – 30 phone inquiries

b) ECtHR information –  5 persons

c) Website: www.coe.am 

-     Total Hits: 30216/ Average Hits per Day: 1007/ Average Visitor per Day: 28
-     Total Visitors: 854

Ms Bojana URUMOVA 

Special Representative of the SG

Tel: +374 10 24 33 85 - Fax: +374 10 24 38 75
E-mail: bojana.urumova@coe.int

Baku

1.  Political and legislative developments 

Six months before the official start of the presidential election campaign, written media speculate over the state of play of the opposition political parties. Representatives of parties associated within the Azadlig coalition have already threatened not to participate in the election if major amendments to electoral legislation are not adopted in a not too distant future. Discussions between opposition parties with a view to either agreeing on a single presidential candidate or to coordinating their work took place but have so far failed to produce concrete results.

The press reported about the decision of the Supreme Court to postpone the case of the chair of Popular Front Party, a potential presidential candidate, who complained about the authorities’ decision to refuse him with the issuance of an international passport.

In the period under review, the Supreme Court issued two separate decisions in relation with Mr Akif Muradverdiyev and Mr Ali Insanov who both were arrested in the aftermath of the Parliamentary elections in 2005 and accused of economic crimes, including bribery, abuse of office and tax evasion. On 15 January, the Court decided to commute the prison sentence of Mr Muradverdiyev, former Head of department in the Presidential Administration, into a conditional sentence. He was therefore released from prison but remains under investigation for an attempted coup. On 17 January, the Supreme Court confirmed an eleven year prison sentence against Mr Ali Insanov, former Minister of Health. His lawyers pledged to launch an application before the European Court of Human Rights to challenge the fairness of the decision.

Despite the issuance of a Presidential pardon decree last month that benefited several journalists, the situation of the media remained tense. On 16 January, the appellate court of Baku decided to uphold the conviction of Eynulla Fatullayev, editor of the independent Russian-language weekly Realny Azerbaijan and the Azeri-language daily Gündalik Azarbaycan. Last October, Mr Fattulayev was sentenced to eight and half years in prison on charges of terrorism, incitement of ethnic hatred and tax evasion. On 18 January, he was transferred from a cell in the Ministry of National Security to an ordinary prison.

On 21 January, a journalist from an opposition newspaper whose arrest was aired on television last July - purportedly showing him accepting bribes from an undercover agent - was sentenced to six years of imprisonment. In addition, he was banned from journalistic activities for two years. 

On 22 January, a squad of tax officials visited, without prior notice, the premises of a printing house that prints several opposition newspapers with a view to preparing a tax audit. Leaders of opposition denounced the move which they associated with further pressure on media freedoms.  
2.  Council of Europe action
On 12 and 19 January, two training sessions were organised in the context of the Council of Europe programme on training on the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) for prosecutors in Azerbaijan supported by the Swedish International Development Agency   (CEAD 21731 and CEAD 21732).
On 17 January, thirty five participants took part in the first seminar of the 2008 Round of the Baku Political Studies Programme organised in the city of Quba. The SRSG took part in the opening of the seminar.

On 31 January, in the framework of the Council of Europe’s “AZPAC Project: Support to the Anti-corruption Strategy of Azerbaijan” a workshop organised in cooperation with the Civil Servant Commission was held with the purpose of identifying the need for training in the area of ethics and conflict of interests for civil servants.

3.  Other action / co-ordination and co-operation, with partner organisations

On 17 January, the Office hosted a regular meeting of the International Legal Reform Group with the participation of representatives of the OSCE, USAID, ABA CEELI, and the World Bank in order to coordinate training activities with the judiciary and to exchange information on the situation of the Bar Association.

On 25 January, the Office participated in a conference introducing Transparency Azerbaijan projects “Advocacy and Legal Advice Center” and “Anti-corruption Centres”.

On 28 January, UN Office in cooperation with the Ministry of Youth and Sport and Western University held a Remembrance Ceremony on the occasion of the International Day of Commemoration in memory of the victims of the Holocaust. The Office Press and Information Officer participated in the ceremony.

On 30 January, the SRSG participated in a conference on the implementation of the National Human Rights Action that had been adopted by Presidential Decree on 28 December 2006. The Conference had been organised by the Ombudsman Office in cooperation with the United Nations Development Programme.

The Office provided students from the Faculty of journalism of the Baku State University with Council of Europe publications and provided participants of Council of Europe activities with promotional materials

Statistics: the Office answered a hundred and forty eight requests by phone, including fifty eight coming from journalists, mainly in relation with forthcoming visits of Council of Europe high level delegations. Fifty nine university scholars and students made use of the library resources.
Mr Denis BRIBOSIA
Special Representative of the SG

Tel: +994 124 975 489 - Fax: +994 124 975 475
E-mail: denis.bribosia@coe.int   


Sarajevo

1. Political and legislative developments

January was a month when hopes of reforms, following an improved political climate in the country during the previous months, started to fade, politicians going back to their usual bickering and fierce public statements. The usual public disagreements were again noticeable in the areas of constitutional reforms, police reforms and adoption of the 2008 State budget.

Several versions of the draft 2008 State budget were returned back by the Presidency to the Government, raising concerns in the country and among the international community over the capacity of the State institutions to implement the 2008 programme. 

The three-headed Presidency, the Government and the Parliament have all to agree on the budget and failure to adopt it in January put additional pressure on the State institutions. There are notable disagreements within the Presidency on the structure of the State budget and the level of its funding. Bosniak and Serb politicians disagree, in particular, over the division of responsibilities between the State and entities budgets, the amount of funds allocated to support returning refugees and internationally displaced persons and education-related expenditures.

Initially scheduled to take place on 25 January in Siroki Brijeg, the constitutional reform talks have been rescheduled to February at the request of Mr Sulejman Tihic, the President of the Party of Democratic Action (SDA) who had to undergo a surgery. 

Meanwhile, despite several rounds of talks, no consensus was reached on the police reforms front. The meeting of the Police Reforms Working Group ended without an agreement on the division of responsibilities between different police bodies of the country. According to a previous agreement of BiH political leaders, several State level police related structures should be created, including the Directorate of police co-ordination and the forensics institute and the laws regulating these matters submitted to the Government by 15 February. 
The Government continued to function in the caretaker capacity. Prime Minister Spiric was reappointed to his post by the Parliament and he began assembling his cabinet. Initially scheduled to have a government by the end of January, the procedure is now delayed until February, due to the requirement of vetting the nominees for the ministerial posts by the State Investigation and Protection Agency and the Central Election Commission. 

2.  Council of Europe action

Human Rights/ Rule of Law
30-31 January, Fojnica a two-day cascade training seminar was organised for judges on the application of the ECHR in BiH and the European Human Rights Court. (CEAD 17400)

Education
17 January, Sarajevo - 7 documents developed within the joint EC/CoE project “Strengthening higher education in BiH” and adopted by the BiH Council of Ministers (27 December 2007) were published under the title “7 Key strategies and guidelines to implement the Bologna Process” (CEAD 22197).

17 January, Sarajevo - In the frame of the joint EC/CoE project “Strengthening Higher Education in BiH” (SHE) the 5th and final meeting of the Projects’ Steering Board was held. The steering board agreed on timeframes and discussed lead roles for the various elements outlined and adopted in the “7 Key strategies and guidelines to implement the Bologna Process”. (CEAD 20272)

18 January, Sarajevo - Within the SHE project, the Final Conference brought together some 120 partners, stakeholders and IC representatives from BiH. The conference was a platform to present and disseminate the contents and implications of the reform tools developed within the SHE project: to promote the freshly published “7 Key strategies and guidelines to implement the Bologna Process” and to outline the necessary steps for their implementation during the next 3 years. (CEAD 15109)

Visibility of the office
The new CoE SRSG Caroline Ravaud took up her office in January.

Regular monitoring of the main newspapers of Bosnia and Herzegovina (Dnevni avaz, Nezavisne novine and Dnevni list) and main TV stations showed that media covered all that came from the Council of Europe. There were 45 articles or news in January, in which the Council of Europe was mentioned generally in neutral or positive way. Most of the news concerned the winter session of the Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly, Kosovo related political agenda and human rights issues and cases related to the European Court of Human Rights.

The Secretary General’s article on ‘Trafficking of Human Beings, a new form of slavery’ was translated and sent to the most circulated newspapers and radio stations (and published on the 1st of February).

A documentary in the BHTV 1 series ‘Euroimpuls’, shown on 30 January, was dedicated to the Bologna Process in BiH and Serbia, including a 10 minute interview of the coordinator for the Support to Higher Education project about the reasons for the Bologna Process, the chances for its successful implementation in BiH and the contents of the “7 Key strategies and guidelines to implement the Bologna Process”.

Statistics of the office
Responses given to 20 general information requests from the public

The website had 122 670 hits and 15.229 unique visitors. 

Ms Caroline RAVAUD
Special Representative of the SG

Tel: +387 33 264 360 or 361 - Fax: +387 33 233 937
E-mail:
 caroline.ravaud@coe.int

Tbilisi

1.  Political and Legislative Developments
Mikhail Saakashvili received 53.38% of total votes followed by Levan Gachechiladze of the nine-party opposition coalition with 25.66%, according to a chart posted on the Central Election Commission (CEC) website. 77% of voters favour Georgian membership of NATO and 79.7% want parliamentary elections to be held this spring, instead of late 2008, according to the final vote tally approved by the Central Election Commission (CEC) on 18 January. 
A total of 51 complaints were filed in the courts countrywide regarding the 5 January presidential elections and almost all of them were demanding invalidation of certain precinct results. Nino Kadagidze, spokesperson of the Supreme Court, said in the evening on 12 January that out of 51 complaints, 10 were still under consideration by the courts. The courts have turned down 36 complaints; but also invalidated results of four precincts. 

Thousands of protesters dispersed peacefully on 13 January, but vowed to resume rallies to challenge official election results giving Mikhail Saakashvili an outright victory in the first round. The protest rally, held on Rose Square (formerly Republic Square), was led by the nine-party opposition coalition, backing Levan Gachechiladze’s presidential bid. 
The nine-party opposition coalition told tens of thousands of supporters at a rally on 20 January that it would not step back and would continue its struggle against Mikhail Saakashvili. His legitimacy, the leaders of the bloc said, would not be recognised. Protesters started to amass at the Hippodrome shortly after Saakashvili was sworn in as President. The protest rally was also joined by the opposition New Rights and Labour parties.

The opposition has demanded that elections for the legislative body of the Adjarian Autonomous Republic - the Supreme Council – be held this summer, instead of late 2008 as is currently envisaged by the constitution. The sitting Supreme Council of the Adjarian Autonomous Republic was elected in June 2004 for a four year term. President Mikhail Saakashvili’s ruling party holds the majority of seats in the assembly.

A new cabinet was nominated by the Prime Minister on 24 January. New Post: Davit Tkeshelashvili – the State Minister for Regional Issues (former healthcare minister); Iulon Gagoshidze – the State Minister for Diaspora Issues; (Cabinet and political newcomer). Posts that were abolished: State Minister for Civil Integration Issues (held by Zinaida Bestaeva); State Minister for Coordination of Economic Reforms (held by Kakha Bendukidze, who will now be the head of the government’s administration). Replacing Zurab Adeishvili with Eka Tkeshelashvili as head of the General Prosecutor’s Office was done, according to President Saakashvili, to “humanize” the office. Zurab Adeishvili, the General Prosecutor, will become chief of the President’s Administration. 

Twelve opposition parties have signed a joint 17-point memorandum on 29 January and warned of “permanent protest rallies” starting from 15 February if their demands are not met. The demands are as follows: 1. Recalculation of votes cast in disputed districts with participation of international observers and including data from video surveillance system; 2. Investigation of violations during voting and criminal prosecution of those guilty; 3. Constitutional amendments to present new government membership to newly elected parliament; 4. Immediate release of persons arrested for political beliefs; 5. Investigation of raid on peaceful demonstration of 7th November 2007, facts of assault and pressure on political opponents; 6. Resignation of Minister of Interior and Prosecutor General, reorganisation of political police forces (SOD – Special Operational Dept., KUD – Dept. of Constitutional Security, Special Operations force of Penitential Dept.); 7. Creation of monitoring system for law enforcement agencies: Parliamentary investigative commission (on equal principles) and regional monitoring councils, which will investigate illegal actions of law enforcement agencies; 8. Complement of Public Broadcaster’s supervisory board on equal principles, appointment of General Director by agreement of all parties; 9. Complement of National Commission on Communications on equal principles; 10. Real employment of private TV companies monitoring system, so called “Michnik Group;” 11. Restoration of publicity and media coverage freedom of public offices, including court hearings; 12. Holding of Parliamentary Elections until expiry of current Parliament terms (April). Holding of Adjara Parliament Elections until expiry of Adjara Parliament terms (July); 13. Reformation of currently existing majoritarian electoral system (winner takes all), distribution of mandates proportionally to votes received; 14. Complement of all level electoral administrations on fully equal principles (equal participation of all electoral entities). Appointment of CEC Chairperson based on agreement of parties. Distribution of district and precinct electoral commissions’ chairpersons, co-chairs and secretaries positions between electoral entities; 15. Prohibition of the participation in electoral campaign of President and other political officials; 16. Deployment of video surveillance system on all precincts and publicity of records for all electoral entities; 17. Development of new electoral code considering efficient means for Exit Poll publishing, complement of voters list and complaints and other recommendations by international observers. Davit Usupashvili, the leader of Republican Party, said that the memorandum includes some of “the unconditional demands” which can not become a matter of negotiations.
2. Council of Europe action

In the period between 8 December 2007 and 7 January 2008 the expert of the Venice Commission was present in Tbilisi in order to assist the Central Election Commission in the areas of Voter Registration, Capacity Building, and Public Information.

The Ad Hoc Committee of PACE (from 3 to 6 January) acted as part of the International Election Observation Mission during the presidential election in Georgia. On Election Day, the Ad Hoc Committee was split into 11 teams which observed the elections in and around Batumi, Gori, Kakheti, Kazreti, Rustavi, Tbilisi and Telavi. Two members of Venice Commission also acted as observers during elections.

From 2 to 9 January, a representative of Directorate for Democracy and Political Affairs visited Tbilisi in order to assess pre and post election period as well as election day itself. The SRSG also assisted the monitoring team during the January elections.
On 24 January, President Saakashvili paid a visit to the Council of Europe in Strasbourg at the invitation of the Parliamentary Assembly.

3.  Other action/coordination and cooperation with partner organisations 

The SRSG had several meetings with the representative of OSCE, NDI, ODIHR and EC concerning election matters. During January the SRSG has several meetings with Ambassadors to discuss the elections and current situation in Georgia. 

4.  Activities of the Information Office
Publications and Translations

– Publication of questionnaire (Quiz) on Council of Europe, including all sectors of the organisation’s activities. The Quiz is published on the web-page and the successful participants of the first week contest (i.e. after giving the 90 % correct answers) will receive the special prize consisting of CoE promotional material, books etc. (CEAD-21784).

- Re-print and dissemination of CoE/OSCE (Missions in Georgia) joint work (Book): Georgia Local Elections 2006 – Lessons Learned (CEAD-21932).
- Pre-print preparation of 2 publications in Georgian:
   - The Right to Property under the ECHR – A guide to the Implementation of ECHR and its   Protocols (CEAD-21155);
   -    Selected Case Law of ECHR (CEAD-21143).

Seminars and conferences co-organised by the IOCE

15-17 January – Annual informative/training meetings (3) with representatives of different media sectors. Most of meetings, apart of format for standard co-operation, were dedicated to highlighting activities to be undertaken in 2009 for the 60th anniversary of CoE and 10th anniversary for Georgia’s accession to the organisation (CEAD-21933).
22-24 January - Training of Law Enforcement Officials on Human Rights with focus on Investigative Interviewing ‘Train-the-Trainers’. EC/CoE JP to Foster a Culture of Human Rights in Georgia. IO – Provision of literature, CoE promo material (CEAD-12607).
22-25 January – Assistance in organisation of a panel for the project aimed at strengthening the capacity of the Ombudsman institution in Georgia. IO – liaison with candidates, organisation of meetings, logistics, highlighting (CEAD-21967).


Statistics of IOCE 

26
- Press releases issued;  

71
- Visitors; 

1088
- CoE promotional material distributed; 

59
- Phone calls responded;     

75
- Replies of IO by mail;

1
- Secretariat, CoE Mission(s).

Website (www.coe.ge):

	Summary

	 

	Reported period
Month Jan 2008

First visit
01 Jan 2008 - 00:01

Last visit
31 Jan 2008 - 08:11

 

Unique visitors

Number of visits

Pages

Hits

Bandwidth

Traffic viewed *

7974
 

13216
(1.65 visits/visitor)

75071
(5.68 Pages/Visit)

918712
(69.51 Hits/Visit)

3.41 GB
(270.71 KB/Visit)




Mr Igor GAON

Special Representative of the SG

Tel: +995 32 98 54 40 - Fax: +995 32 98 96 57

E-mail: igor.gaon@coe.int
Chisinau

1.  Political and legislative developments

Following the meeting with President Voronin on January 14, the President of the European Commission Jose Manuel Barroso underlined that within the reform agenda “further decisive progress is still required: in the area of democracy, respect for human rights, rule of law and media freedom as well as in fight against corruption.” During the meeting of the National Committee for European Integration on 25 January Prime Minister Vasile Tarlev expressed a view that “the Moldova-EU Action Plan will not be ceased once its deadline runs out, as most of the stipulations included in the document have no temporal finality.” 

In Moscow on 21 January, during the award ceremony for the premium of the International Foundation for Orthodox Peoples’ Unity for “active promotion of the canonic Orthodoxy in Moldova”, President Voronin expressed an opinion that “the establishment of the so-called Metropolitan Church of Bessarabia and its structures was part of the aggressive policy Romania waged against the sovereign Moldovan state” and that this policy should be opposed. 

The meeting between President Voronin and President Putin on 22 January was characterised by the former as "a continuation of the bilateral dialogue aimed at broadening and deepening of Moldovan-Russian ties for the good of the two states and peoples". As a follow-up to the meetings between the two presidents, an official delegation headed by Mr Vasilie Schova, Minister for Reintegration of the Republic of Moldova, paid a working visit to Moscow on 31 January to continue the discussions about the possible measures aimed at strengthening confidence between Chisinau and Tiraspol and the prospects for resuming the negotiations on the Transnistrian settlement within the “five plus two” format. 

On 17 January the OSCE Chairman-in-Office, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Finland, 
Mr Ilkka Kanerva conveyed that the OSCE, including his Special Envoy, Ambassador Heikki Talvitie, was ready to “work with the other mediators and observers to assist both sides in finding lasting solutions”. Following the meeting with Mr Yevgeny Schevchuk, Chairman of the Transnistrian Supreme Soviet on 21 January, Mr Kalman Mizsei, the EU Special Representative, stated that the meeting of two speakers could contribute to implementation of the confidence building initiatives. 

On 17 January, the Government extended the term for issuing identification documents free of charge to the Moldovan citizens residing in the Transnistrian region until 1 July 2008. According to the Ministry of Information Development, about 25,200 residents from the  Transnistrian region confirmed Moldovan citizenship while 74,000 have been provided with national identity documents until now. On 23 January, the Government issued a decision to allocate 399,000 lei (over 24,000 Euros) to the Dubasari district council from its reserve fund to support the economic agents from the left bank of the Nistru river.

On 17 January 2008, the Transnistrian administration announced that the migration tax for crossing its territory was suspended starting from 1 January 2008. On 24 January it forwarded to Mr  Kalman Mizsei, EUSR to Moldova, proposals formulated by the Transnistrian Railroad Company to de-block railway communication in the breakaway region expressing readiness to provide free of charge freight movement regime to Moldovan enterprises in exchange for analogous conditions for its enterprises.
The Popular Assembly of the ATU “Gagauz Yeri” on 16 January approved the composition of the Central Electoral Commission for the regional parliamentary elections to be held on 16 March. At its first working meeting held the same day the Commission, under the proposal of the Popular Assembly, elected Mr Peter Ivanov as its Chairman. On 28 January it issued a decision for establishment of 35 electoral units. The Coordination Council of Audiovisual on 23 January adopted the Concept for media coverage of the elections to the Popular Assembly of Gagauzia. 


Mr Victor Stepaniuc, Chairman of the Parliamentary Commission for Culture, Science, Education, Sports and Mass media was appointed Deputy Prime Minister on 16 January.

On 23 January the Government approved the Action Plan for implementing the Central Public Administration Reform Strategy in 2008.

The preliminary hearing in the court proceeding initiated by Teleradio Moldova against two members of its Supervisory Board, authors of the study “Teleradio Absurdistan or the Stolen Reform”, and Vocea Basarabiei Radio took place on 22 January. The study alleges among the other that “the new TRM management is just pretending to implement the reform, choosing stagnation instead. The next hearing in this case is scheduled for 27 February.

Five prominent media NGOs on 23 January issued a joint statement expressing concern because “the authorities are not reacting to such incidents which are violations of journalists’ rights and barring of public access to information.” It was co-signed by the Independent Journalism Centre, the Independent Press Association, the Electronic Press Association, the Union of Journalists of Moldova, “Access-Info” Centre and the Journalistic Investigation Centre.

The Survey on the Freedom in World 2008 drafted by the Freedom House published on 16 January ranked the Republic of Moldova according to the seven points scale on political rights and civil liberties within the countries which are partly free while the breakaway region of Transnistria as not free. 
To be followed next month: the developments regarding the settlement of the Transnistrian conflict and the adoption of the Changes and Amendments to the Electoral Code.
2.  Council of Europe action

The capacity building assistance to the Ministry of Justice continued in January. A training session for junior employees of the Ministry on legal drafting techniques took place on 
24 January. It will be followed up with three training sessions which would also include participants from the legal departments of other governmental institutions in February and March. The preparation of the National Legal Aid Council’s Regulation was backed up. It facilitated the procedure for its approval which was completed on 24 January. The Regulation should support the implementation of the Law on State Guaranteed Legal Aid. CEAD  18773 and  18735. JP CoE-EC Justice System.
Two training sessions on risk assessment for law enforcement and justice sectors institutions were held on 28-29 and 30-31 January respectively. They aimed to improve the skills of the participants on techniques for assessment of the risks of corruption and standards of professional integrity. The sessions also resulted in adoption of the first integrity plans of the institutions to review the specific working process, identify vulnerabilities and provide measures for increasing the institutional resistance to corruption. The top management of involved institutions is expected to spread the application of the self-assessment exercise at nation-wide level. The training sessions on 1 February were followed up with a seminar on the same subject for high ranking officials from the central and local public authorities organised in cooperation with the National Anticorruption Monitoring Group. It should provide additional support for implementation of the Corruption risks assessment methodology in all public service institutions. CEAD 21055. JP CoE-EC MOLICO.
A study visit for IT and Financial Intelligence Unit specialists from the Centre for Combating Economic Crime and Corruption to the Financial Intelligence Units of Netherlands, Poland and Italy was carried out from 20 to 26 January. It enabled exchange of experience and good practices in building modern IT system and establishing internal procedures for analyses of reports on suspicious transactions. It should also facilitate future corresponding bilateral cooperation in the area of counteracting money laundering and terrorist financing. CEAD 21055. JP CoE-EC Molico.
3.  Activities of the Information Office 
· Publications: title, number of copies

CPT Standards: "Substantive" sections of the CPT's General Reports (CPT/Inf/E (2002) 1 - Rev. 2006) - 1000 copies

Blueprint of the Council of Europe Campaign to Combat Violence against Women, including Domestic Violence (EG-TFV (2006)8 rev.5) – 500 copies

Leaflet on Stop Violence against Women campaign -1000 copies

Reprint of the up-dated Informative booklet “Building a Europe for and with children” – 1000 copies

· Translations:

Opinion article by the Secretary General “Europe’s fight against Trafficking in Human Beings, a new form of slavery”

 Statistics of the office: 
·  a/ Applications and specific documents on the ECHR were given to 12 persons at the IOCE premises. b/ required documents on general issues: registered 17 sent on request: ​12

· Visitors to the Office:  22

· Visitors to the library: 32
· Donation of publication/materials: 420 copies
· Press releases translated and sent to mass media  : 7
Mr Vladimir RISTOVSKI

Special Representative of the SG

Tel: +373 22 202 304 or +373 22 202 212 374 - Fax: +373 22 202 305
E-mail: vladimir.ristovski@coe.int

Belgrade

1.  Political developments

The leader of Democratic Party and incumbent president Boris Tadic has won another five year term as Serbia’s president. According to the preliminary results of the presidential runoff, presented by the Center for free elections and Democracy and later on confirmed by the Republic electoral commission, Tadic has won 50,4% of the vote and Radical party leader Nikolic 47,9%, recording the high turnout of 67%. According to the analysts, this victory of pro-European, liberal leader Tadic will boost the European future of Serbia, considering these elections as a kind of plebiscite between the European integration and isolation. The outcome of the elections was however uncertain until the last moment, as in the first election round on January 20, Nikolic won 1,646,172 or 39.99 percent of votes, while Tadic won 1,457,030 or 35.39 percent of votes. 

In line with the Serbian Parliamentary Resolution, the Government of Serbia adopted on 14 January an Action plan which will be implemented if the unilateral independence of Kosovo is proclaimed. Although the content of the action plan has not been disclosed yet, media sources claim that it does not include the use of the Serbian army and police in Kosovo. According to the same sources, each Ministry prepared the list of measures within their own sphere of competencies, in order to protect the Serbian population in Kosovo, although the modality of its implementation remained unclear. 

On 16 January, Serbian President Tadic called once again the UNSC to take a decision to continue the negotiations on the future status of Kosovo saying that a mutually acceptable solution can be found. In his address to the Security Council he stated that Serbia is ready to take a constructive and responsible part in the continued negotiations, which could be organised in Belgrade, Pristina or elsewhere in a form that would be deemed adequate. During the entire month, Serbian authorities intensified diplomatic activities using the opportunity of UNSC session to explain their position and present the official response to the UNMIK progress report on Kosovo. 

Although the presidential elections prevailed over other political issues, Kosovo was very much present in the Serbian political discourse, but being placed in the context of European integration process. The Minister for Kosovo said that the decision of the EU to send its Rule of Law mission to Kosovo will be a violation of essential provision of the Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA) and that “the EU must now decide whether it wants to sign the agreement with Serbia or illegally send a mission to create an artificial state”. The Prime Minister has the same stance saying that EU has to abandon the idea for deploying a mission to Kosovo. In following days, the DSS part of the government went a step further and made its support for DS presidential candidate Tadic in the election runoff conditional on a refusal to sign SAA, if the EU deploys a mission to Kosovo. They also proposed a modification of the existing coalition agreement with the annex that will guarantee a joint stance of government in that respect.

The possibility for signing the SAA between Serbia and EU has been discussed over the month between EU and Serbian officials, becoming a subject of dispute within the ruling coalition, as well. President Tadic has been emphasising in number of occasions the significance of SAA, calling it a strategic goal of Serbia for both political and economic reasons. Deputy PM Djelic announced his readiness to sign the SAA very soon, after the dilemma about his authorisation for signing the agreement has been solved. At the same time, Slovenia which took over the EU presidency, expressed its support for signing the SAA between EU and Serbia, and Slovenian Minister of Foreign Affairs announced the formation of a working group to help Serbia in the future rapprochement to the EU. However, some opposite reactions came from the Serbian Prime Minister, who said that SAA should not be signed if the EU decides to send a mission to Kosovo. 
Instead of the SAA and due to the Serbia’s failure to cooperate with the Hague Tribunal, the EU foreign ministers decided on Monday 28 January to offer an “interim political agreement” with Serbia, which should be signed in Brussels on 7 February. The agreement would enable strengthening of political dialogue and economic and trade relations between the EU and Serbia and would allow talks to continue on visa facilitation while awaiting the signing and coming into force of the SAA. 
Russia and Serbia signed a treaty in Moscow on oil and gas economy cooperation and a protocol according to which the Russian company Gazpromneft bought 51% of shares in the Oil Industry of Serbia. By building the gas pipeline Serbia will also become a part of so-called South Stream that covers the supply of Russian gas to Western Europe. The Russian President Putin and Serbian President Tadic as well as Prime Minister Vojislav Kostunica were present at the signing of the treaty. Russian President reiterated the firm opposition of Russia to a unilateral declaration of independence, saying that Serbia has a reliable partner in Moscow. 

2.  Council of Europe action
PACO Serbia Project organised a meeting on 24-27 January of the working group for redrafting the Law on the Anti-Corruption Agency, which will be sent to the CoE for expertise. The Project also sent a group of six experts from 28 January to 1 February for a study visit to Brussels and Antwerp to meet various representatives of the Belgium Justice Department, police units and other sectors dealing with organised economic and financial crime. 

Human Rights and Media Project, in cooperation with the Judicial Training Centre, organised a seminar for judges from local district and municipal courts on the right to property and the right to privacy on 25-26 January at the Kragujevac District Court, as part of the continuous CoE assistance to Serbian authorities in improving their knowledge and implementation of ECHR standards
Strengthening Institutional Framework for Local Government Project, together with the Serbian Parliament’s Education Committee, organised a meeting on 28 January of the task force on decentralization of education to discuss an action plan. Together with the Standing Conference of Towns and Municipalities (SCTM), the project also held a meeting of the ministerial working group for drafting the Law on Public Property. The Project’s Steering Committee held its fifth meeting on 30 January where the 4th Interim report was presented and adopted. Within the Capacity Building Programme, the city of Belgrade and municipalities of Zagubica and Medijana have been preparing their open days to be held in February as part of the Best Practice Programme. Improvement plans for all ten pilot-municipalities are being developed within the Leadership Development Programme. Supported by the CoE experts, the training sessions for ten pilot municipalities took place on 21-25 January as part of the Performance Management Programme. 

Support to Parliamentary Institutions Project has been on a stand-by due to electoral activities in the country and the fact that the parliament has not been functional since the beginning of the year, but is expected to move on once the elections are over. 

3.  Other action/cooperation with partner organisations

Representatives of the Directorate for Strategic Planning, the Directorate General for Democracy and Political Affairs and Belgrade office had a number of meetings with the EC Delegation, EU integration office, a number of ministries and other interlocutors on 15-16 January, in order to discuss the possibility of technical cooperation within the new EU IPA programme. 

The Office attended the polling briefing by the Centre for Free Elections and Democracy on the Serbian presidential race organised by the UK Embassy in Belgrade on 31 January.  

4.  Council of Europe Profile

Serbian Dailies reported on 12, 15 and 18 January about cases and verdicts against Serbia by the ECtHR announcing that more are expected in February which would deal with the Serbian Privatisation Agency. 
Almost all of Serbian print and electronic media reported extensively on PACE winter session, especially on the Kosovo resolution. Most dailies also reported on the election of the new PACE President Lluís Maria de Puig as well as the Head of the Serbian delegation Milos Aligrudic as its Vice President. 
All media widely quoted PACE Rapporteur for Kosovo Lord Russell-Johnston on 23 January as saying that the UN SC should overcome differences and impose a solution for Kosovo as the possibilities for compromise have been exhausted. Media widely carried Aligrudic’s statement that PACE resolution had no practical consequences for the country and that Serbia would only acknowledge the UN SC as a relevant institution on the Kosovo issue. 

Politika daily carried an article by Secretary General on CoE Convention against Human Trafficking on 1 February, while Press daily reported that the Convention will come into force, quoting SG as saying that it is an efficient weapon for fighting modern slavery.

Ms Nadia Cuk
Deputy Special Representative of the SG

Tel: +381 11 3 088 411 - Fax: +381 11 3 086 494
E-mail: nadia.cuk@coe.int 

Podgorica
1.  Political developments
Elections for president have been scheduled for 6 April. A possible second round would be held two weeks later. On the same date local elections will also be held in Tivat and Herceg Novi. According to the law, all the candidates for the President are supposed to submit their candidatures by 17 March. 
After the PZP (Medojevic) and SL (Mandic), two more runners for the President were selected: Filip Vujanovic, on behalf of the DPS, and Srdjan Milic, on behalf of the SNP. The DPS’s candidate should be officially confirmed by its Main Committee in February. Collection of signatures needed for the candidatures started on 28 January, by opening three books for the time being: one for Srdjan Milic – SNP, Andrija Mandic – SL, and Nebojsa Medojevic – PZP.

The Editor of the first channel of Radio Television of Montenegro Radojka Rutovic said that RTCG would not transmit the parliamentary sittings until the end of the presidential elections. This provoked protests of the opposition.

On Thursday, 31 January, Prime Minister Sturanovic resigned for health reasons. The Main Committee of DPS will decide early in February on his replacement. It is expected that the new PM will propose some changes in the Government already on 15 February. All the speculations go in favour of Milo Djukanovic being the old-new Prime Minister. The opposition criticised Vujanovic proposing the new PM now that the presidential elections had been called for, and especially the likelihood of Djukanovic taking up the duty.

The Agreement on Visa Facilitation and Re-admission between Montenegro and the EU entered into force on 1 January 2008.

Supreme Court President Vesna Medenica said all the investigations on war crimes must be completed by 1 May and all the cases relating to corruption must be dealt with by 1 June 2008. On 30 January the investigative judge decided that an investigation be started against six former members of Yugoslav National Army on the suspicion they had committed war crimes in Morinj, in the south. Investigation for the crime against humanity in Bukovica, in the north of Montenegro, which started in December, continued on 16 January by hearing three witnesses.

Two persons accused of having attacked and beaten the Vijesti Director were convicted on 15 January, for four years each. The victim said such a judgement confirmed his opinion of the “rotten parts of judiciary”. He claimed till the very end that the accused and convicted persons were not those who attacked him.

To be followed: Election of the new PM, changes in the Government, Parliamentary extraordinary sessions, Presidential election campaign, appointment of RTCG Council members, reaction to possible unilateral declaration of independence of Kosovo.
2.  Council of Europe action
A CoE Secretariat mission to Podgorica took place on 17-18 January. During discussions with various ministerial officials, members of the EC Delegation and other local and international interlocutors, the mission explored how the Council of Europe might best assist Montenegrin authorities in the projects that will be presented in 2008 for implementation in 2009-on within the EC Instrument for Pre-Accession (IPA).    CEAD 21805
On 17-18 January, a refresher training seminar for judges and future prosecutors’ trainers on selected ECHR Articles took place in the Judicial Training Centre in Podgorica, co-organised by the Council of Europe. Two CoE experts presented the substance and the relevant ECtHR case-law on Articles 2, 3 and 6 (the right to life, prohibition of torture and the right to fair trial).  CEAD 20504
On 23 January, a meeting of the Joint Central Local Commission (JCLC) was held. It adopted an Action Plan prepared by the Working Group, with the assistance of the CoE. The Action Plan should be adopted by the Government in February.

In its issue from 31 January, the most circulated daily Vijesti published the article by SG Terry Davis on the CoE Anti-Trafficking Convention.
On 30 January, there was a working meeting between the OSCE Head of Mission and the SRSG CoE with the following agenda: 1) Review of CoE – OSCE cooperation during 2007; 2) Planned activities for 2008 and potential common projects/areas; 3) Fields of common interest: Information exchange on expected developments.

Mr Vladimir PHILIPOV

Special Representative of the SG

Tel: +382 81 230 819 or +382 81 230 825 - Fax: +382 81 230 176 

E-mail: vladimir.philipov@coe.int 


Pristina

1.  Political and legislative developments

On 9 January, the first session of the newly elected Assembly of Kosovo was held; it had to elect the Speaker of the Assembly, vote for the new Prime Minister and the Cabinet. The former President of PDK Parliamentary Group, Jakup Krasniqi, was elected Speaker of the Assembly

 

Fatmir Sejdiu, the incumbent President, had a three-year mandate until 2009. The PDK insisted that the President had to be elected by the new Assembly. Finally, as PDK and LDK went into coalition, it was agreed amongst them that Mr Sejdiu would have to be re-elected. The day before, UN SRSG Joachim Rücker had amended the Constitutional Framework, extending the President’s mandate to five years. In order to be re-elected under the new mandate, Mr Sejdiu first had to resign before a new vote in the Assembly could take place. Three rounds of secret votes were then needed to re-elect Mr Sedju.

 

Approving the Prime Minister, Hashim Thaci and his Cabinet went without surprise, only AAK and some independent MPs voted against.

On 15 January, the OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities (HCNM) Knut Vollebaek completed a 5-day visit in Kosovo. He met with Kosovo’s provisional authorities, including President Fatmir Sejdiu and Prime Minister Hashim Thaci, minority community leaders and international actors. The High Commissioner also visited several Kosovo Serb enclaves, as well as Roma neighbourhoods. Before leaving, he urged all of Kosovo’s communities to work towards reconciliation and called upon Kosovo’s newly-formed government to reach across the ethnic divide to ensure that minority rights are vigorously protected

On the same day, all dailies reported that the prosecution of ICTY demanded 25 years imprisonment for former Kosovo Prime Minister Ramush Haradinaj who is charged with crimes against humanity during the 1998-1999 conflict

On 16 January, the UN Security Council discussed the United Nations peacekeeping mission in Kosovo with no agreement being reached over its future status. UN SRSG Joachim Rücker briefed the SC on the most recent report to the Council following the mission, the political developments in Kosovo since the last reporting period and the elections held on 17 November. 
The newly appointed Prime Minister of Kosovo Provisional Institutions, Hashim Thaci, also addressed members of the Security Council.

On 16 January, the Deputy leader of “Serbian Radical Party (SRS)”, presidential candidate Tomislav Nikolic, visited the northern part of Mitrovica, in his endeavour to get support of Serbs living in this region. The first round of Serbian Presidential elections took place only in Serb enclaves of Kosovo. Results showed that an overwhelming majority of voters there have supported T. Nikolic.

On 25-27 January, President of Albania Bamir Topi paid a visit to Kosovo, accompanied by a delegation of more than 100 persons. He made a speech at Kosovo Assembly session and promised full support to Kosovo in after-status period.

2.  Council of Europe action 

On 16-17 January, the Director of Political Advice and Cooperation visited Kosovo in order to introduce the new Head of the Council of Europe Secretariat Office in Kosovo, Ms Nanna Magnadottir, to the relevant authorities, both local and international. 

On 29 January the outgoing Head of Office and the incoming Head of Office had a meeting with UN SRSG Joachim Rücker. The meeting focused on the complex situation related to the Ombudsperson’s Institution of Kosovo – budgetary problems, still unresolved procedural matters on nomination of a new Ombudsperson. Council of Europe’s wish to get CPT report on Kosovo public was also conveyed to the SRSG.

3.  Other action/coordination and cooperation with partner organisations 

Under the support to the Ombudsperson Institution Project two lawyers from the Ombudsperson Institution in Kosovo (OIK) are following a MA course in European Integration and Law organised by the University for Business and Technology in Pristina. On 18 January, the Kosovo Ombudsperson and one of the OIK staff members took part in a Workshop on deprivation of liberty and protection of human rights organised by the Ombudsman of the French Republic and the CoE Commissioner for Human Rights in Paris.

On 29-30 January, a workshop on the European Convention on Cybercrime and its incorporation in domestic legislation was organised by the CoE jointly with Ministry of Transport and Telecommunication.
4.  General Security Situation 

On 4 January, inmates of Dubrava Prison ended a hunger strike that lasted for 5 days. Prisoners accepted the call of the local and international leaders to end the strike. The protest ended after Kosovo President Fatmir Sejdiu promised them once more that the new institutions would fully engage in drafting a Law on Amnesty and Remission and to create conditions and procedures with international standards for prisoners.

A grenade exploded on 14 January in Suva Reka injuring 4 employees from the Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare. The newly-appointed Minister of Labour and Social Welfare, Nenad Rasic, strongly condemned the act.
Ms Nanna MAGNADOTTIR 

Head of Office

Tel: +381 38 243 749 - Fax: +381 38 243 752
E-mail: nanna.magnadottir@coe.int    
Tirana
1.  Political and legislative developments

 

The priority of the political agenda for 2008 is clearly Albania’s integration to NATO. On 21 January, the Parliament adopted unanimously the resolution proposed by the Socialist Party on Albania’s invitation to join NATO in the upcoming Bucharest Summit: all the parliamentary political parties agreed to join forces in order to implement all the necessary reforms for the Euro-Atlantic integration, in particular judicial and electoral reforms.

During January, the main political forces have started working together within the Parliament on the judicial reform, for more transparency, accountability, efficiency, and against corruption in the judiciary: the Parliamentary Committee on Legal Issues, Public Administration and Human Rights, assisted by a group of experts from the majority and the opposition, is currently reviewing the draft Law on Organisation of Judicial Power. During 2006 and 2007, the judicial reform which was in the political agenda could not progress due to the lack of dialogue between the majority and the opposition. 

On 22 January, the Socialist Party proposed a national pact for the reform of the justice system between all political forces, and called the ruling majority for cooperation. In the meantime, the High Council of Justice circulated an open “white book” among all Courts in Albania to collect suggestions from all members of the judiciary regarding the reform of the justice system.

On 28 January, the President of the Republic decreed the order of the new General Prosecutor to transfer 14 Prosecutors. The General Prosecutor motivated the transfers by the need to increase the efficiency of the Prosecutor’s Office. The opposition denounced these transfers as being politically motivated.
Although all political parties have publicly declared their commitment to undertake an electoral reform before the general elections of 2009, the work of the ad hoc parliamentary Committee on Electoral Reform, six months after its establishment, is not progressing. 

On 23 January, the President of the Republic addressed the PACE. He reiterated the aspirations of Albania towards Euro-Atlantic integration, and referred to the ongoing reforms. He affirmed Albania’s support for the independence of Kosovo in line with the Ahtisaari plan. 

On 26 January, the President of the Republic paid a visit to Kosovo, accompanied with 100 personalities in order to give a message of support towards Kosovo. 
On 22 January, the Minister of European Integration and the Head of the European Commission Delegation to Albania signed the Financing Agreement for the implementation of assistance under the Instrument for Pre‑accession Assistance (IPA) 2007 National Programme: the total IPA allocation for Albania for 2007 is 61 million EURO. 

2.  Council of Europe action

 

From 15 to 18 January, a Secretariat delegation visited Albania in order to assist the Albanian authorities in the preparation of a proposal for an anti-corruption project for a possible inclusion in the 2008 IPA.

In the framework of the Joint Programme EC/CoE on Support to the Training of Court Administrators in Albania, a study visit was organised on 21-26 January in France (Dijon) and Germany (Karlsruhe) for 10 participants from the Ministry of Justice, the HCJ and the School of Magistrates of Albania. 

On 31 January - 1 February, Secretariat (DGHL) organised in cooperation with the School of Magistrates and the Office for the Administration of the Judicial Budget a training seminar for 26 chancellors and budget officers from 16 court of the northern Albania.
Within the framework of the project for training of lawyers (financed by the UK and Norway), a second "train the trainers" seminar was organised in Tirana on 23-24 January by Secretariat (DGHL). Twelve selected Albanian lawyers were trained on Articles 6, 9, 10, and 11 of the ECHR.

During January, the Special Adviser had bilateral courtesy meetings with high Albanian authorities and representatives of the international community to bid farewell before the end of her long term mission in Albania.

3.  Other action / coordination and cooperation with partner organisations

On 24 January, Special Adviser participated in the Gender Working Group co-organised by the OSCE, the UNDP and the Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities to discuss the National Strategy on Gender Equality.

On 10 January, Special Adviser participated in a roundtable discussion on alternatives to imprisonment. The CoE experts are currently reviewing the draft amendments to the Criminal Code and to the Law “On the execution of criminal decisions” sent for expertise by the Ministry of Justice.

On 10 January, Special Adviser and the local project officer participated in the Steering Committee of the EU-funded “Technical Assistance on Civil Registry” project implemented by the OSCE. The progress made by the Secretariat (DGHL) in the implementation of the project component related to data protection was acknowledged during the meeting.

In the framework of the CoE project on “Data protection within the framework of the civil registry system of Albania”, the Council of Europe together with the ECD and the OSCE issued a common press release on the occasion of the European Data Protection Day to emphasize the importance of a data protection system in compliance with European standards.

Within the framework of an EBU project to support the Albanian Radio Television in its reform process, Special Adviser had a meeting with the Deputy Director of the Albanian Radio Television and an EBU expert on 28 January, at their request.

On 22 January, Special Adviser and Director of the information office had a meeting with the US Embassy to discuss possibilities of partnership with the Albanian School of Political Studies.
4.  Activities of the Information Office 

During January the IOCE organised the selection procedure for the participants of the Albanian School of Political Studies 2008. 

Translation of the Secretary General’s article on Trafficking of Human Beings.

Weekly monitoring on the Council of Europe visibility for the Directorate of Communication: From 1 to 19 November about 40 references to various CoE activities were made in the Albanian media.

During December, IOCE updated regularly the website, special websites on the campaigns and distributed the monthly e-newsletter to various institutions, NGOs, media etc.

Statistics:
	IOCE visitors: 30
	Photocopies: 1000

	Requests for information on ECHR: 20
	Assistance to secretariat missions: 1

	Telephone calls: 400


	News translated for the website: 9

	Website hits: 57645


	Press releases: 1

	Disseminated publications: Freedom of Expression-A guide to the execution of the Article 10 of the ECHR: 25 copies to the DGHL Seminar. 

Council of Europe agendas and pens distributed to partners from government institutions, media and NGOs.


Ms Delphine FREYMANN

Special Adviser

Tel: +355 4 22 84 19 - Fax: +355 4 24 89 40

E-mail: delphine.freymann@coe.int
Kyiv

1.  Institutional and legislative developments
On 15 January, the Prime Minister presented publicly the draft programme of the Government “Ukrainian breakthrough – for people, not for politicians”. On 16 January the Government approved the programme and transmitted it to Parliament for adoption.

On 15 January, the President, the Prime Minister and the Speaker of Parliament addressed a joint letter to the NATO Secretary General with a request for a Membership Action Plan (MAP). According to the Party of Regions (PoR) and the Communist party the signatories of the letter acted in breach of the Constitution in so doing. The signatories then explained that there had been previous documents of Parliament and of Mr Yanukovich’s Government aiming at membership in NATO, and declared that there was no change in principle but that the time had come to take the first steps. 
On 18 January, the Parliament plenary was “blocked” by opposition MPs insisting on having at least the Speaker’s signature withdrawn from the letter to NATO. 

The Mayor of Kyiv has accused the Minister of Interior of assaulting him on 18 January after a meeting of the National Security and Defence Council where both were present. The reason allegedly put forward was that the Minister of Interior had accused the Mayor of corruptly selling off lands and property of. The Mayor has filed a complaint with the Prosecutor’s Office and President Yushchenko has addressed the General Prosecutor requesting an investigation into the incident. According to the press on 24 January a criminal case was opened by the Prosecutor’s Office against the Minister of Interior, who was charged with assault (non serious).

On 22 January, President Yushchenko called on all political parties and blocks represented in Parliament to nominate candidates to the National Constitutional Council. He appealed to the Party of Regions to nominate their candidates rapidly, and expressed the wish that all 450 MPs support the draft to be prepared by the Council.

According to the press (24 January 2008), the Prime Minister instructed the 1st Vice Prime Minister to establish and head an inter-ministerial group to examine all “illegal” court decisions which are contrary to legislation. 

On 29-30 January, the PM was on an official visit to Brussels. She met with the President of the European Commission, Commissioners, as well as with the NATO Secretary General and with Javier Solana.
2.  Council of Europe activities

On 15 January, a round table on the establishment of an anti-corruption agency was organised by the Ministry of Justice, within the framework of the EC/CoE Joint Project – UPAC. The DRSG made some opening remarks. The participants expressed different views as to the agency to be established and its mandate following a GRECO recommendation. On 14 January, the CoE expert and the DRSG had a meeting with the Minister of Justice on the issue of the establishment of an anti-corruption body.

On 16-17 January 2008, the Venice Commission in co-operation with the OSCE and the Election Law Institute organised a conference on European electoral standards and on the development of electoral legislation in Ukraine. The aim of this meeting was to review the electoral process in Ukraine of 2007 and to discuss possible ways of further improving electoral legislation and practice. The Conference was attended by the Speaker of the Parliament, MPs, Presidents of Constitutional and Supreme Courts, judges, members of the Central Electoral Commission, representatives of political parties and NGOs, as well as the President of the Venice Commission and Mrs Severinsen. The participants of the conference adopted a number of conclusions and expressed their concern regarding the delay in the establishment of the State Voter Register and invited the authorities to take necessary steps to implement the law. 

On 24 January, the DRSG attended the presentation of the “Book of Ukrainian parliamentary practice” drafted by the NGO the Laboratory of Legislative Initiatives. The document assesses existing practices and regulations and recommends avenues for improvement.

On 29 January, was held a round table on fight against corruption in political parties and electoral campaigns funding. The event was organised within the framework of the EC/CoE Joint Project against corruption - UPAC. The participants discussed the necessity to adopt a comprehensive regulatory framework on this issue.   

On 29 January, the RSG and the Director of the IO participated in the discussion of the “State programme on public information on issues related to the European integration of Ukraine (2008-2011)”. The RSG underlined that within the process of European integration the co-operation with the Council of Europe could and should be intensified. 

On 31 January, the RSG, DRSG and the Director of the IO briefed CoE member States’ Ambassadors on the Organisation and its activities in Ukraine.

3.  Activities of the Information Office

Participation and  intervention: 

- 16-17 January, Conference on European standards and development of electoral legislation in Ukraine;

-13 January, meeting of PACE Monitoring Committee co-rapporteurs with NGOs and media representatives 

Support with CoE promotional and information materials in Ukrainian:

-Chernivtsi human rights NGO – 30 copies;
-OSCE Project Co-ordinator in Ukraine – 100 copies;
-International Relations Institute - 512 copies; 

- Institute of Legislation of the Verkhovna Rada  – 32 copies;
Total: 542 copies

Logistical assistance to:

-13-17 January, PACE Monitoring Committee co-rapporteurs’ visit: contacts with Verkhovna Rada on the programme, organisation of meetings with NGOs and media representatives, organisation of TV and newspaper interviews.
Requests from CoE Directorates:

-Secretariat of the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages -   information on Ukrainian NGOs, dealing with regional or minority languages issues;
-Secretariat of the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities – meetings with NGOs to be organised for the Committee during its visit in April 2008;

-Communication Department - translation and publication of the Secretary General’s Opinion article on CoE Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings;

- Human Resources Department - assistance in organisation of written examination in February 2008;

- Commissioner for Human Rights Office - information on Mr Hammarberg’s Report on Ukraine.
Meetings:

- with the Ombudsman office on future programmes of co-operation

Publications:

- Manuel on the Council of Europe – 1 000 copies
Relations with the media:
- dissemination of CoE press releases in Ukrainian language, “The week in brief” among national news agencies, newspapers, magazines;
- monitoring of articles on CoE activities and forwarding the content with English comments to the CoE Press Revue;

- monitoring of press coverage of political, legislative and social developments in Ukraine;

- information provided to the newspaper „Vysokyi Zamok”about PACE debates on disappearance of new-born babies;
- arranging interviews with Mrs Severinsen on First National TV Channel (live air), 5 TV Channel and with „Den’” newspaper;
- 26 January - publication of the Secretary General Opinion article in „Dzerkalo Tyzhnja” weekly newspaper.
 Statistics:

- total number of visitors to IOCE – 38 persons, including 27 persons wishing to apply to the ECtHR;  

- information on enquiries received by e-mail - 22, by post - 20, by telephone - 180; 

- CoE publications given as donations – 574 copies;

- 27 press releases and 4 issues of “The week in brief” translated into Ukrainian and placed on IOCE web-site;

- 35 links and cuttings on CoE activities were sent to the CoE Press Revue; 

- IOCE website total hits: 1118 / Average hits per day: 45/ Average visitors per day: 27 
- total visitors:  810
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