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Yerevan

1. Political and legislative developments

Problems in the media field continue to be reported: the case of Arman Babajanian, Editor-in-Chief of "Zhamanak-Yerevan" Opposition daily, who had been sentenced to 4 years` of imprisonment for illegally avoiding the military service was appealed at the Court of Appeal on 7 November. On 10 November the relevant Military Commission of the Ministry of Defense refused to re-consider his application. The refusal was justified by the fact that the court had already issued a verdict in this regard. Contrary to this, the attorneys insist that the legislation allows for a legal exemption from mandatory military service upon payment of a fine. In a related matter, the Judicial Act Enforcement Service officers visited the editorial office of the “Pakagits”, an Opposition daily newspaper, and evicted them from the newpaper’s premises on 7 November, but later during the day the premises were returned to the newspaper.
On 7 November the Constitutional Court of Armenia declared unconstitutional the provision of the Electoral Code which allows judges to be appointed as members of electoral commissions. The appeal to the Court was signed by 27 MPs. This decision is viewed as a positive development by the civil society and international community in Armenia.  

On 25 November the Minister for Education and Science filed a suit against the European Regional Academy of the Caucasus, following an investigation into the operation of the Academy, as requested by the Presidential Administration on 25 August. According to the Ministry, the grounds of the Academy` s foundation and election of its Rector are illegal, and the Academy may be deprived of its accreditation. All the foreign entities-founders of the Academy refused to recognise the Institute officially. Arthur Baghdasaryan, leader of the Opposition Orinats Yerkir (Country of Law) Party and former Speaker, is the Chair of the Board of Trustees of the Academy; the present Rector of the Academy is also a member of the same party.

On 14 November the Office of the Prosecutor General informed the Opposition Heritage Party of its decision to refuse the initiation of a criminal case on the basis of the application received from the Party against the break-in at its central office. The chairman of the Party` s board announced at a press conference that they will apply to all court instances, as well as to the European Court of Human Rights. 
On 4 November the Secretary of the Committee of the Opposition People` s Party of Armenia, which is the founding member of the Opposition Justice Bloc, told a press-conference that the Bloc will not run for the 2007 parliamentary elections in its current format due to numerous changes and the readiness of the People` s Party of Armenia to set up new alliances with other political forces.

On 28 November the Parliament voted in the third and final reading of the amendments to the Law On Fight Against Illegal Money-laundering and Financing of Terrorism, justified by the need to bring the legislation into conformity with the Council of Europe` s standards and which allows to undertake urgent measures, such as freezing and confiscation of all the financial means and property of individuals and legal entities. The Parliament adopted in the final reading the amendments to the Law On Local Self-Government, which remove the ban for the head of community to be elected for more than two terms of office. 

On 9 November the International Human Rights Organisation Freedom House Europe urged the United States Government sponsored Millennium Challenge Corporation to withhold its assistance to countries which fail to meet reasonable standards of political rights and civil liberties, with Armenia heading the list of 7 countries. Armenia is supposed to receive $ 235 mln USD for the period of five years.

According to the ratings of Transparency International, the position occupied by Armenia among 169 countries on corruption index has not changed this year. 

2. Council of Europe action
The SRSG met with the Chairman of the Central Election Commission on 2 November. They discussed the CoE` s Action Plan to support Parliamentary elections in Armenia in 2007.On 13 November the SRSG met representatives of OSCE/ODIHR to discuss the Action Plan and coordination of the two organisations` efforts.

3. Other action / coordination and cooperation with partner organisations
From 9 to 10 November a workshop was held during which the state of progress of activities in the field of urban rehabilitation in the framework of  the Council of Europe “Kyiv Initiative” was presented. 

The Council of Europe, in cooperation with the UN Refugee Agency, held a two-day seminar on the issue of “Basic Principles of Refugee Protection: Non-refoulement and Non-penalisation” from 14 to 15 November. 

On 14 November the Office of the Prosecutor General organised a presentation of the Armenian translation of a Council of Europe Manual on the Judicial Systems of 33 Council of Europe member-states, issued by the Training Centre of the Office of the Prosecutor General with support from the OSCE Office in Yerevan and the OSCE's Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR).
From 22 to 23 November a seminar for judges on the ECHR and its domestic application in Armenia was held in Yerevan in cooperation with the Association of Judges of Armenia. The seminar’s objective was to train the judges on the domestic application of the ECHR with regard to Articles 5-6, as well as to provide relevant case law examples. 
*

*
     *


· Information activities
Seminars and conferences 

On 4 November the IOCE launched its film project in cooperation with the National Gallery of Armenia. The selection of films was categorised thematically according to CoE campaigns: Not for Sale, Building a Europe for and with Children and All Different, All Equal. Movies were screened free of charge every Saturday and Sunday throughout November. 
Publications and translations
Production and/or translation of 4 press releases for the website and dissemination.

Translation and summarising of the articles from the print press for the daily media digest on the website under http://www.coe.am/en/?go=digests&d=20061004#1366 . 

Baku

1. Political and legislative developments

Tensions over certain issues concerning freedom of the media, which had build up over the last few months, reached a peak on 24 November. On that day, the National Television and Radio Council (NRTC) adopted a decision not to extend the broadcasting licence of Azerbaijan’s most popular privately owned broadcaster, ANS TV and ANS Radio. At 3pm, the decision was executed by force and broadcasting was suspended.

On the same day, two opposition daily newspapers, “Azadlig” and “Bizim yol” as well as the influential press agency “Turan”, were evicted by police forces from their city centre offices. The premises also housed the leading opposition party, “Azerbaijan Popular Front Party” (APFP). The eviction came hours after a court ruled in favour of the State Property Committee, which had filed a suit claiming that the premises were being occupied illegally
Earlier in the month, several protests were organised to demonstrate support for the newspapers. A group of protesters began a hunger strike to denounce the general situation and the pressure on the freedom of expression. The hunger strikers received the support of political opposition leaders, parliamentarians, NGOs and high profile public figures. They were also visited by representatives of the international community and foreign journalists.

Opponents of the eviction of the newspapers had also tried to organise rallies. Requests to hold demonstrations were denied by the Mayor of Baku. On 7 November the police dispersed a group of journalists staging a peaceful demonstration. On 23 November 2006 a group of APFP activists attempted to picket the city centre: several were arrested, detained, brought before a Court on charges of breach of the peace and awarded penalties ranging from fines to fifteen days detention.

Government officials have announced the possibility for those previously operating from the Azadlig building to be relocated to other premises around Baku.

On 15 November a Court ruled that a journalist and an editor of a newspaper with a very limited edition were to be held for up to two months in custody while their case was being investigated. The two were considered responsible for the publication of an article strongly criticising Islamic values and culture. The publication prompted protests from conservative Islamic supporters in the outskirts of Baku. Protesters threatened to kill the author of the article. The publication also raised protest in front of the Azerbaijan Embassy in Teheran and threats from Iranian clerics. 

On 21 November, representatives of several political parties, mass media and deputies decided to set up a Coordination Council for the Protection of Freedom of Speech.

In November Azerbaijan signed two important documents with the European Union. Following the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding aimed at establishing an energy partnership (7 November), the two also agreed on the launching of the implementation of a European Neighborhood Policy Action Plan (14 November).

On 28 November, a fringe meeting took place during the CIS Minsk Summit between the presidents of Azerbaijan and Armenia who held discussions on the settlement of the conflict in Nagorno Karabakh. 

2. Council of Europe action

On 13-14 November, in cooperation with the Supreme Court of Azerbaijan, the Council of Europe organised a Conference on the European convention on human rights. Participants included a large number of judges from the Supreme Court and from the Constitutional Court (CEAD 16908).

On 16 November, the European Court of Human Rights delivered its first judgment on the merit in respect of Azerbaijan. The Court found that the applicant’s right of access to a court had been restricted and held unanimously that there had been a violation of Article 6 § 1.

On 16 November, the report, recommendation and resolution on the partial local elections that were held in Azerbaijan on 6 October were adopted by the Standing Committee of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities.  

On 29 -30 November, a two-day seminar on “Media Freedom and Ethics: a European Dimension in the Professional Education and Training of Journalists” was organised by the Council of Europe in cooperation with the Parliament of Azerbaijan (CEAD 12745).

On 30 November, a delegation of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities attended a constituent meeting of the Association of City Municipalities of Azerbaijan.

Training sessions and workshops planned under the Joint Programme between Council of Europe/EC on penitentiary reform in Azerbaijan continued throughout November (CEAD 16972, 14723, 17221, 17222 and 15318).

Council of Europe’s representatives also took part in a two-day conference organised by the  Azerbaijan's Constitutional Court on 9-10 November  (Venice Commission) as well as in a conference on enforcement of court’s decision organised in the framework of a EU Tacis project on 29-30 November (CEPEJ). 

3. Other action / co-ordination, and co-operation with partner organisations

On 8 November, SRSG took part in UNHCR “Final seminar of regional trainings for governmental officials working with refugees and asylum seekers” and provided participants with a presentation of Council of Europe’s standards in this field. Other events attended by the Baku Office included a presentation of the new draft Custom Code (UNDP-EU, 15 November) and a round-table discussion on Public TV (OSCE, 21 November).
*

*
     *

· 
Information activities
Translations: 
6 Press Releases 
the publication “Council of Europe Law”
Publications: 
Azeri edition of the ECHR Glossarry
Azeri edition of the brochure Council of Europe  - 800 million Europeans

Seminars and conferences: 

The IOCE had meetings with students, representatives of youth NGOs and civil society in Ganja city (21 November) and in Lankaran city (25 November).
On 29 November the Press and Information Officer made a presentation on European Court of Human Rights and Council of Europe to 25 journalists from the Media Law Institute project on Legal Education of Journalists. 
Campaigns: 

On 23 November the IOCE had started a one month newspaper campaign on Stop Violence against Children and announced two competitions on essay writing and picture drawing among the school kids.  

Sarajevo

1. Political and legislative developments

 
Whilst the pre-Election Council of Ministers continued to function in a care-taker capacity (i.e. undertaking no new legislative initiative), post-Election manoeuvring continued throughout the month. After a short hiatus, when there was talk of altering the existing rotation arrangements, there was a smooth and seamless transition at the level of the BiH Presidency on 6 November, when Nebojsa Radmanovic (SNSD) took the Chair, with Haris Silajdzic (SBiH) and Zeljko Komsic (SDP) in the wings.
Only in the Republica Srpska was the establishment of new government so smooth, thanks to the resounding victory of the SNSD.  RS President Milan Jelic was sworn in on 9 November and caused a diplomatic incident at the end of the month when he criticised a message from HM Queen Elisabeth II on BiH Day as being essentially anti-Serb. The RSNA became quickly functional and the re-elected PM Milorad Dodik established his government on 29 November in what amounted to a re-shuffle (with SP and DNS coalition partners), but with the SDS going into opposition and promising perhaps a more radical line in the future.

At State level, the waters were much more troubled.  The BiH House of Representatives held its inaugural session on 20 November with a view to electing the Speaker and Collegium. In the end, members could only agree to disagree, postponing the session until 23 November. In the event, this new date was again postponed, this time without a deadline. Despite the vague coalition talks that had occurred in October, notably between SBiH, SNSD and SDA leaders, major policy divisions subsist, not least on the April package of constitutional reforms, and these serve to complicate what has largely been a scramble for executive power. 

This deadlock at State level spilled over to the FBiH, since for the Croat parties especially, a set-back at in the State government can be partially compensated by executive leverage in the Federation. The FBiH HoR did meet on time on 21 November, but it too was then adjourned sine die. A similar situation prevailed in the Cantons. 

Political developments, such as there were during the month, therefore all took place outside the legislative and governmental framework. In the RS, SDS leader and former President Dragan Cavic was forced to resign his leadership. RS PM Dodik continued to block Police Reform, with RS representatives attending but not participating in the work of the Governing Board of Police Reform Office. The International Community widely condemned this attitude, stressing that compliance with the three agreed European principles of the reform were the sine qua non of SAA conclusion. A propos the SAA, the 4th round of technical negotiations was successfully concluded in 14 November. During the month decertified police officers stepped up their campaign for recognition and resolution of their difficulties, and RS PM Dodik mounted a public attack on the RS judiciary, threatening to reduce judge’s salaries by 30%, talk which, though not followed through, drew sharp criticism from the IC, in particular OHR. 

Also on the international front, on 8 November, the High Representative reported to the UN Security Council, stressing where progress remained to be made, and notably in OHR priority areas which overlap very closely with the CoE’s and post-accession commitments. As if to reflect this synergy, and thanks to the efforts of the SRSG, on 16 November the CoE was formally admitted to the Board of Principals and hence as an Observer to the PIC. On 21 November, the Security Council renewed the mandate of EUFOR for a further 12 months and on 29 November the NATO Riga Summit approved BiH’s entry into PfP. 
2. Council of Europe action

During the month, the Sarajevo Office hosted a regional SRSG meeting, finalised translation, editing, printing and distribution of Donna Gomien’s book “Short Guide to the European Convention of Human Rights 3rd edition” in local language, and co-organised a series of encounters for DGPA staff with a view to preparation of an update to the 12th Monitoring Report. The Office was also represented at an OSCE Round Table “Promotion of the National Minorities Rights to the Equal Access to the Public Media” at which the forthcoming CoE  “Dosta!” awareness rising campaign for the fight against prejudice and stereotyping of Roma was pre-figured.

In Higher Education on 2-3 November, within the joint EC/CoE project “Strengthening Higher Education in BiH” (SHE), the BiH task force in charge of drafting state level standards and guidelines for quality assurance in higher education met for the third time and was able to endorse a matrix for BiH’s quality assurance standards and guidelines (CEAD 15116), and 7 November the project coordinator assisted BiH’s Bologna Follow Up Group with the revision of a first draft of the National stocktaking report which is due on 15 December 2006. On 16 November, in Neum, the BiH working group for a higher education qualifications framework and two international experts finalised the preamble and objectives of the BiH framework and further elaborated the 1st and 2nd cycle descriptors(CEAD 15122). 

Within Rule of Law activities, on 3 November, the CIDA-financed Judicial and Prosecutorial Training Centres (JPTC) Project staff attended the joint meeting of the Centres’ management and steering boards in the premises of the JPTC of RS in Banja Luka concerning the draft judicial and prosecutorial training strategy and the future institutional structure of the JPTCs (CEAD 17158). On 15 November, the 3rd issue (covering July-September 2006 period) of the joint JPTCs quarterly bulletin was printed (CEAD 14932), and from 20 to 25 November, the project team organised an expert mission to Sarajevo and Banja Luka to provide training needs analysis and guidance on evaluation techniques job description design for employees of the JPTCs (CEAD 16965). 
As concerns Assistance for the Reform of the Prison System in BiH, from 9-17 November the training team and prison reform project manager organized visits to prisons to evaluate progress achieved with the training of basic prison staff in core competences as well as to verify that these competences have been objectively assessed based on the established criteria, the whole process being underpinned by the maintenance of assessment records within the prison establishments (CEAD 17167). At the end of November the prisoners’ risk and needs assessment manual was printed, following extensive research and piloting of this project in the field, with the prison staff training team delivering training based on this manual to all treatment staff in both entity prison services (CEAD 17053). During the month, the expert team behind the current draft BiH Detention and Imprisonment Code met with all three BiH Assistant Ministers of Justice responsible for prisons, entity prison inspectors and prison professionals to gain approval of the current draft and to seek their further guidance on specific issues such as admission of prisoners, provision of health care, pension and health insurance for prisoners, conditional release etc. (CEAD 16909).

Within the CARDS Police and PACO Impact project a Regional Workshop of local trainers and the representatives of training institutions was organised on 16 November in Belgrade, Serbia, took place to share experience gained during the preparation of the Manual on Financial Investigations, as well as to discuss how best to include it in further work of the training institutions, such as Police Academies and Faculties of Criminal Justice Sciences.

In the Social Cohesion field, on 16 November a Regional Experts' and Civil Servants' Conference took place in Skopje as a follow up of the meeting of the experts held in Budva in August. The findings of the experts' studies were discussed and the topics of further required studies were identified at the conference. Representatives of the governments of each country in the region presented a national “strategic memoranda”, with the SISP Regional Steering Committee proposing a regional memorandum which is expected to be the basis of a draft Declaration to be submitted for adoption to a Second Ministerial Conference to be held in 2007.

In Human Rights, on 7-8 November (CEAD 169279) and  9-10 November (CEAD 13299), the CoE Office in Sarajevo, in cooperation with Directorate General of Human Rights, organised two training courses for judges and prosecutors on “Domestic implementation of European Convention on Human Rights”.
  

Tbilisi

1. Political and legislative developments
Economy Minister Irakli Okruashvili resigned on 17 November, a week after his appointment as the Economy Minister following his removal from the position of Defense Minister on 10 November.  Giorgi Arveladze, chief of the President’s Administration, became the new Economy Minister. 
Secessionist authorities in South Ossetia held  “presidential elections” and an “independence referendum” on its controlled territories of the breakaway region on 12 November. In a parallel election being carried out on 12 November in the Tbilisi-controlled areas of the breakaway region, constituents were also voting for a president and casting ballots in a referendum asking whether they want to reunite with Georgia or not. Incumbent South Ossetian leader Eduard Kokoity was re-elected.  South Ossetia’s ex-prime minister Dimitri Sanakoev was the frontrunner candidate in the so-called “alternative elections”. Both of the central election commissions – one in Tskhinvali and the other in Eredvi - reported “high voter turnout” by noon. The “inauguration of de facto President” was organised on 25 November. 
According to the chair of the Central Electoral Commission (CEC), Guram Chalagashvili, 2733 members of 69 sakrebulos (local councils) were elected at the 5 October local elections, and GEL 16.8 million was spent on the polls. Chalagashvili says that in the CEC's report, the 5 October local elections were considered successful. Chalagashvili says that cameras were installed in 5050 districts, costing GEL 9500. Due to limited funds, cameras were not installed in all districts, reports the newspaper Akhali Taoba.

2. Council of Europe action
The reporters of the Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly’s Committee on the Honouring of Obligations and Commitments by Member States (Monitoring Committee), Mr Luc Van den Brande (Belgium, Co-rapporteur on Russia and Chairman on the the EPP-CD) and Mr Matjaz Eörsi (Hungary, Co-rapporteur on Georgia and Chairman of ALDE), undertook a fact-finding visit on 21-22 November, to Georgia following the recent tensions between Georgia and Russia. Meetings were held with the President Mikhail Saakashvili, the Speaker of the Parliament Nino Burdjanadze, the Prime-minister Zurab Noghaideli, members of the Parliament and Government, as well as representatives of the international organisations and NGOs. 
On 30 November SRSG visited Akhaltsikhe to meet with several repatriated Meskhetian families.
On 1 November SRSG met with Mr Gia Kheviashvili, Minister of Refugees and Accommodation to discuss the presentation of the Law on Repatriation to the Parliament as well as the situation of IDPs.

SRSG met with MP Rati Samkurashvili on 17 November to discuss the amendments proposed by him for the Law on Party Financing. SRSG also had a meeting with the leader of New Rights opposition party Mr David Gamkrelidze on this issue on 27 November and later that day attended the round table discussion about this draft.

On 28 November SRSG met with Public Defender of Georgia, Mr Sozar Subari to discuss current human rights situation in Georgia.

On 28 November Second National Assembly of the National Association of Local Authorities of Georgia was held in Tbilisi.

SRSG met with several organisations, such as the ICRC, International Crisis Group, European Centre for Minority Issues and United Nations Association to gather information concerning the current situation in Georgia, as well as to discuss possible ways for future cooperation.

3. Other Action/Coordination and cooperation with partner organisations 

On 2 November SRSG had a working breakfast with the High Commissioner for National Minorities of OSCE, where he informed him about the current situation of minorities in Georgia.

SRSG had several meetings with representatives from the OSCE concerning election matters as well as the human rights situation in Georgia.

*
*               *
· Information activities
Seminars and conferences
6-7 November - A two-day technical round table discussion on “Reviewing the Anti-Corruption Action Plan”.

24-26 November – Partnership of IOCE with UNDP for the Support to Justice System Project in conduct of training on “Effective Communication Skills for Judges and Journalists and Freedom of Expression by International Human Rights Documents”.  
Other visits

21-23 November – Mr Alexander Kostanyan (DG III), Ms. Tina Meehan (CoE Expert), Mr Carol Wolstenholme (CoE Expert). Fact finding mission launching the JP on Social Rights. 

Publications and Translations

Publications:
- Poster for the CoE campaign on action against the Trafficking in Human Beings;

- Promotional material for the anti-trafficking action;

- 3rd and 4th volumes of the ECtHR Selected Judgments (consisting of 13 cases / DG II).

Translations:
- Booklet on CoE campaign – “Building a Europe for and With Children” (DG III);

- CoE web-portal’s entire data on campaign for the children (DG III, DGAP);

Public Relations

2 November – Opening of CoE HR related literature’s info-points in Gali district of western Georgia. Provision of Sukhumi educational institutions with CoE HR material (UNDP, UNOMIG, IOCE JP).

Chisinau
1.   Political and legislative developments
The Russian State Duma’s Standing Commission for Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms in Foreign Countries and the Transnistrian Supreme Soviet’s Standing Committee for Law Enforcement Agencies, Combating Corruption and Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms signed on 21 November an Agreement for inauguration of Joint System for Monitoring and Protection of Human Rights in Transnistria. The Chairman of the State Duma’s Commission, Ms Natalia Narochitskaya considers it will play an important role for objective positioning of the human rights situation in Transnistria and to avoid the insinuations in this respect within the Russian and international information forums.

The Presidents of Moldova and Russia Mr Vladimir Voronin and Mr Vladimir Putin on 28 December during the Minsk Summit of Heads of States of the CIS countries came to an agreement for resuming the export of Moldovan wine and agricultural products on the Russian market. Both Presidents also agreed that the bilateral relations concerning the establishment of the price of natural gas for the needs of Moldova will be based on the principles of market economy. At the same event an Agreement for renewal of the railway communications by 15 December was achieved between Moldova, Ukraine and Russia as well. The trilateral discussion of 21 November in Brussels on the cooperation of Moldova and Ukraine with the EU about its border assistance mission (EUBAM) also resulted in an Agreement for setting up an exchange of information on movement of goods and people across the shared border of the respective countries. 

A group of 30 Ambassadors, Heads of Delegations to the OSCE, visited Moldova, including the Russian ammunition depot Colbasna in Transnistria from 10 to 13 November. They qualified the situation in the ammunition depot as a danger. The Head of the Belgium Permanent Mission to the OSCE, Ambassador Bertrand De Crombrugge also stated that the new proposals for re-launching the negotiations from “5+2” format had been made including the modification of the peace-keeping mechanism. 

The Leaders of Transnistria, Abkhazia and South Osetia, Mr Smirnov, Mr Bagapsh and Mr Kokoity on 16 November signed a Protocol on the creation of the Cooperation Committee in Moscow. They consider the present peacekeeping mechanism as the most efficient and optimal one.
 

Mr Igor Smirnov, President of the break-away region “Transnistria”, during talks with the OSCE Ambassadors emphasized that he will resume the negotiations only if the conflicting sides (Chisinau and Tiraspol) sign the Transit Protocol to guarantee the region’s right to independent external trade relations. On 27 November Ukraine proposed a new version of the Transit Protocol which will also be considered by the experts from Russia.  

Following the decision of the Transnistrian Court of the self-proclaimed “Transnistrian Moldovan Republic» of 30 November, the opposition contender Mr Andrei Safonov, Editor in – chief of the “Novaya Gazeta” will be enabled to take part in the presidential elections, to be held on 10 December.

The Congress of the Social Democratic Party elected the Political Bureau member Mr Eduard Musuc as Party Chairman. He was also released from custody following the decision of the Buicani District Court of 14 November. The Parliament rejected the nomination of Mr Serafim Urechean, Leader of the Our Moldova Alliance as a member of the Delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe.

The Chisinau Municipal Council decided on 29 November that the local radio station Antena C and the Euro TV were to be re-organised through liquidation and privatisation. The independent councillors and the members of Our Moldova Alliance left the session in protest of the adopted decision.  

 

The Law on Regional Development was approved by the Government on 1 November. It establishes 6 regions as follows: North, Centre, South, UTA Gagauzia, Municipality of Chisinau and Transnistria. The Draft Law on processing data of private character was approved by the Parliament on 10 November. The Laws on Changes and Amendments of the Law on the Centre for Combating Economic Crime and Corruption, of the Law on the status of the criminal investigation officer and of the Law on Ombudsman were approved by the Parliament on 10 November as well. 

2. Council of Europe action

The PACE Monitoring Committee co-rapporteurs M Josette Durrieu and Mr Egidijus Vareikis paid a visit to Moldova from 12 to 16 November. They had a series of meetings with representatives of IOs including CoE/EU member states diplomats, high-level government and parliament officials, judiciary, human rights and media NGOs, officials of the ATU “Gagauz Yeri”, and political contenders for Bashkan (Governor) Elections. They also visited the Prison Nr. 8 in the city of Bender, Transnistria. It will be followed up with an in-depth analysis of the fulfilment of the Council of Europe commitments. 

A Secretariat Delegation headed by the Director General of Political Affairs carried out a stock taking mission to Moldova from 29 November to 1 December. It met high level representatives of legislative, executive and judicial powers, the diplomatic representatives of the CoE/EU member states and the UNDP, as well as judiciary, human rights and media NGOs. The mission findings will be used as a basis for assessing Council of Europe co-operation programmes with Moldova in 2006 and for preparing a set of recommendations for the coming years.

A Seminar on “EU/NATO Enlargement Perspective and their impact on the Democratisation Process in the Republic of Moldova” within the CoE School of Political Studies in co-operation with the European Institute for Political Studies was conducted from 10 to 12 November. It addressed the role of political parties, civil society, high ranked intellectuals and international organisations in the transition period to a consolidated and functional democracy. It extended the knowledge and experience of the young leaders in facing the challenges of creating a modern and democratic society. 

A comprehensive series of task oriented meetings on the local self-government reform was organised in cooperation with the Ministry of Local Public Administration from 1 to 4 November. It will produce a draft regulation on regular functioning of the Forum for Institutional Dialogue, a consolidated Draft National Working Programme, further expert recommendations on the Statute of the Ministry and appropriate training modules for local public administration. The expert’s appraisals on the draft Laws on Administrative Decentralization and Local Public Administration and on the Changes and Amendments on the Law on Local Public Finance should be finalised by 15 December. CEAD 7818, 15853, 16694. JP CoE/ EC Support to Continued Democratic ReforMs

An Expert Appraisal on the Draft Law on Status and Operation of Court Clerks was delivered to the Ministry of Justice on 24 November. It should facilitate the procedure for its adoption and consequently enhance the functional efficiency of the court system. CEAD 16499. JP CoE/EC Justice System.

An Expert meeting on the implementation of the Law on the National Institute for Justice was held from 16 to 17 November. It elaborated the harmonisation of the legislation on the judicial organisation and the status of judges, problems encountered and challenges ahead in providing appropriate initial and in-service training of judges and prosecutors. It should facilitate the proper functioning of the National School of magistrates. The Draft curricula for training of judges and prosecutors should be prepared and submitted for CoE Expertise. CEAD 17103. JP EC/CoE  Justice System.

A Round Table discussion on the “Advocacy in the Republic of Moldova” took place on 9 and 10 November. It should mobilize the  proper capacity building of the Bar Association and contribute to appropriate implementation of the respective law provision concerning the access to license in accordance with standards for free exercising of the lawyers profession. CEAD 14210. JP EC/CoE Justice System.

The second series of six two-day ECHR cascade trainings for judges and prosecutors on human rights standards started on 20 November in cooperation with the Judicial Training Centre. It should contribute to appropriate application of the Convention’s standards and the Court’s case law tests and principles into domestic judicial practices. CEAD 16929, 16930, 16931, 16932. JP EC/CoE Support to Continued Democratic Reforms.

An Experts meeting on improving legislation on organ transplantation was carried out from 13 to 17 November. It resulted in draft changes and amendments to the existing Law on organ transplantation to ensure clear prohibition of organ trafficking and further development of the transplant services. CEAD 67615. JP CoE/EC Support to Continued Democratic Reforms.

A conference on “Mass Media and the State” was organised in cooperation with the NGO Access on 7 and 8 November. The Discussion was focused on the relation between the state and the press in the context of democratisation of society, press access to official information, self-regulation of journalist, code of ethics, etc. 
A three days training session for lawyers on the application of the ECHR in cooperation with the NGO “Lawyer for Human Rights” was carried out from 26 to 28 November. 
The second out of three management training sessions for the staff of the National Employment Agency and its branch district departments was held from 22-24 November. The event should make more effective the implementation of the national employment strategy. CEAD 16865. JP CoE/EC Support to Continued Democratic Reforms.

A study visit for senior health professionals to Hôpital Pitié Salpétrière and to Agence de la Biomédecine in Paris and Strasbourg was also organised from 16 to 17 November. It familiarized the beneficiaries with the functioning of a modern organ transplantation system including the medical, scientific and ethical aspects as well. CEAD 67615. JP CoE/EC Support to Continued Democratic Reforms.

3. Other Action

A Joint Statement of Heads of Missions of the CoE, the EU, the OSCE and the USA on the Bashkan (Governor) Elections in the ATU Gagauzia was released on 28 November. It called for a proper application of the CoE and the OSCE Recommendations including the Law on Elections, implementation of the principles of freedom of expression based on the informed choice and freedom of assembly, refraining from use of administrative resources, and providing unrestricted access of registered observers to all balloting areas and vote-tallying procedures. 
*

*       *

· Information activities
Seminars, conferances and other activities:

2 November – the second regional seminar on Combating trafficking in human beings –priority action at the international and national levels organised in partnership with the Centre for Prevention of Trafficking in women, Balti branch.  
3 November – the second Training of Trainers on promoting diversity through inclusion and participation in the community life organised in partnership with the NGO “Institute for Democratic Initiatives” from Orhei town within the frame of the Council of Europe campaign “All different – all equal”. 

28 November – IOCE organised a round table on Strengthening the measures of combating trafficking in human beings at the Parliament. The aim pursued was to discuss the issues of bringing about the international and national provisions on fighting trafficking in human beings, the ongoing process of perfecting the legal frame and implementation mechanisms, monitoring the implementation of the National Action Plan for prevention and combating trafficking in human beings, protection and social recovery of the victims of trafficking and working out a social assistance programme for victims The round table brought together MPs, representatives of the Government and National Committee on Combating Trafficking in Human Beings, international organisations (OSCE, USAID, Embassies) and Moldovan NGOs active in the domain.
Meetings and Participation in different events

16 November – IOCE Director participated in the OSCE Regional Technical Coordination Meeting in Transnistria (Bender) and did a presentation on the Council of Europe’s Campaign on fighting trafficking in human beings.
17 November – IOCE Director participated in the stock-taking Conference on the project “Promotion of tolerance and diversity understanding". Working Tools for teachers were created with the financial support of the Council of Europe Confidence Building Measures Programme. 

Media interviews

Promotion of the launching of a new Council of Europe campaign to stop domestic violence against women on 27 November in Madrid at the local level:

- Placing information on IOCE's web site and creating a special web page dedicated to the campaign http://www.bice.md/?cid=272
- Information on the launch of the campaign published in a number of local newspapers (Moldavskie Vedomosti, Flux)

- IOCE provided the main TV Channels with a copy of the videokit to be used in realising special programmes and detailed information on the launching conference in Madrid, which were broadcast as follows:

- A detailed running commentary on the campaign and its launch in Madrid was broadcast by national TV Channel within the frame of the news block (Moldovan and Russian 

versions) at 19h00 and 21h00

- A special programme including the stills from the videokit and an interview given by the IOCE Director was broadcast by the EURO TV.

- Information on the campaign was broadcast by the PRO TV Channel within the news block at 20h00.

Publications and Translations

Publications

Handbook “Positive obligation under the European Convention on Human Rights” in Moldovan – 1,000 copies 

Calendar 2007 dedicated to the Council of Europe Campaign “Building a Europe for and with children” – 1,000 copies

Translations: 

Brochure “Building a Europe for and with children”

Belgrade 

1. Political and legislative developments

After the successful referendum held at the end of October, the Parliament of Serbia adopted by an overwhelming majority the Constitutional Implementation Law on 10 November. On the basis of Article 3 which stipulates that parliamentary elections have to be organised at the earliest in 60 days and at the latest in 120 days, President Tadic called for the elections to take place on 21 January 2007. Presidential, local and provincial elections will be hold until the end of 2007 or in 60 days after the adoption of relevant organic laws (on the status and elections of the President, on defence, foreign affairs, security, on territorial subdivision, local self-government, local elections and the capital). 

At the same session, the Parliament endorsed the G17+ Ministers resignations, and  coordinators were appointed as heads of the relevant Ministries, among the remaining members of the government.  

In its annual progress report on Serbia, released on 8 November, the European Commission said that Serbia has achieved progress in implementing political and economic measures towards EU integration, but that the lack of cooperation with the ICTY is still a major obstacle for resuming Stabilisation and Association talks. The adoption of the new Constitution has been welcomed although some areas raised concern, especially regarding the independence of the judiciary. Concerning the Kosovo status talks, it was said that Serbia should take a constructive approach in accordance to the key priorities of European partnership. In addition, the EC emphasised the need for progress in the fight against corruption, civil control of the army and the question of property rights. 

The PACE Rapporteur on the prosecution of offences falling within the jurisdiction of the ICTY, Mr Tony Lloyd, visited Belgrade on 20-21 November. He had a series of meetings with Serbian authorities including the Minister of Justice, the Coordinator for cooperation with the ICTY, the War Crime Prosecutor and Court, as well as with relevant international organisations. His report will have a regional scope, as similar visits took place in the same week in Podgorica, Sarajevo and Zagreb.

The pre-election campaign, which will last for almost three months, started with strong political rhetoric and brought up early coalition agreements.  President Tadic’s Democratic Party has a very good score in public poll surveys; it will lead a coalition with the List of tolerance of Mr Rasim Ljajic, gathering several minority parties and national councils. Prime Minister Kostunica’s Democratic party of Serbia will this time take part in the elections together with  New Serbia, Serbian Democratic Renewal Movement and United Serbia, forming a so-called patriotic coalition. Coalition has been agreed as well between Liberal Democratic party, Civic alliance, Social democratic Union and League of Voivodina Social Democrats, which however expressed readiness for future coalition with President Tadic’s Democratic party. G17+ decided to go independently showing a clear distance from their partners in the current Serbian government. A common denominator of these parties’ campaigns seems to be the opposition to radicalism and nationalism, mainly embodied in the Serbian Radical Party, who is building its pre-electoral campaign on the defence of the Hague detainee and party leader Vojislav Seselj. 

Kosovo once again is a central issue, particularly in the context of the latest Pristina Prime Minister statements – and intense diplomatic activities – promoting independent status of Kosovo. The Serbian Minister of foreign affairs, Vuk Draskovic, stated that Serbia will not recognise any resolution proclaiming the independence of Kosovo. He also mentioned strong pressure, coming from the Serbian general public, to break up diplomatic relations with those countries that would be prepared to recognise Kosovo’s independence. Prime Minister Kostunica made similar implications, saying that any unilateral recognition of independence will be considered as a legal violence against the UN Charter and SC Resolution 1244.

The decision taken at the Riga Summit on 29 November to invite Serbia to participate in NATO’s Partnership for Peace was largely welcomed by political leader. Views are however diverging regarding how to understand this decision and evaluate its consequences. The general perception is that a positive political signal has been sent in favour of the country’s prospects for further integration into Euro-atlantic cooperation. At the same time, the strong message from the international community on the need to enhance cooperation with the ICTY has been largely relayed in Serbian medias, even if ICTY Prosecutor Carla del Ponte’s disappointment on the Riga decision has been noted. 

2. Council of Europe activities

The following activities were organised under the PACO Serbia project : on 13-14 November a Workshop on “Cybercrime and Money Laundering” was held in Belgrade, attended by participants from the Public Prosecutor’s Office, the Second Municipal Court, the City Misdemeanour’s Court, the Customs Administration, the Ministry of Interior, the District Court, the Faculty of Organisational Sciences, the Ministry of Justice and the Administration for Preventing Money Laundering. 

In the field of Human Rights and Media, an ad hoc training seminar was organised for judges, prosecutors, attorney and police on Criminal proceedings in Serbia and the ECHR, on 17-18 November in Belgrade, together with the Belgrade Centre for Human Rights, Judicial Training Centre and the AIRE Centre. Under the joint EAR/Coe programme, the 3rd workshop on how to handle requests for official documents submitted by media professionals was held on 21 November in Belgrade, and a Human rights handbook on Article 10 of the ECHR was published in Serbian language.

A workshop on State grants to local authorities was held on 1 November 2006 in Belgrade under the joint EAR/CoE Initiative aimed at strengthening the local self-government in Serbia. It was the launching event of this Programme and brought together about 60 central government officials, local leaders and managers and international partners. 
Concerning judicial Reform activities, a regional workshop for local trainers dedicated to “Review and Upgrade of the Training Materials on Financial Investigations and Confiscation of Proceeds from Crime” took place on 16 – 17 November in Belgrade. 

3. Other action /Coordination and co-operation with partner organisations

The Belgrade Office participated in the conference on the Improved Civil Procedure Code and Implementation: Practice in Serbia and the region, organised by the OSCE in Belgrade on 15 – 16 November.

The CoE supported a Conference on the Legalisation and Consolidation of Roma Settlements and Housing, held in Belgrade on 20-21 November, and organised by the Agency of Human and Minority rights of Serbia and  ODIHR. The main aim was to finalise Guidelines prepared by the Serbian authorities and discuss the practical initiatives for the improvement of housing for Roma in the country. 

The CoE, the Agency of human and minority rights of Serbia and the OSCE mission in Belgrade organised three regional introductory seminars in Subotica (3 November), Bujanovac (17 November) and Vrsac (24 November) on the title “The European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages:  Implementation and reporting mechanism”.  CoE experts presented the Charter, which was in same time published in Serbian together with expert comments and explanations. Seminars were covered by BETA news agency, local stations and RTV Novi Sad. 

The Belgrade Office also participated in the round table dedicated to the penal policy in Serbia on 27 November, and organised by the Centre for Peace and Democracy together with the Institute for Comparative Law.
4. Council of Europe profile 

The visit to Belgrade of Mr Tony Lloyd, PACE Raporteur on ICTY issues, raised high interest among Serbian media and the news. In particular, Mr Lloyd’s interview to the Fonet news agency was broadcasted on all major TV stations in Serbia.

Another PACE event which raised media interest has been the standing committee meeting in San Marino, on 17 November, where the final report on the referendum observation mission was presented.

A number of other CoE activities also received media attention, such as the CoE/EC award to the best short video in the campaign “Enough” against prejudice towards the Roma population to the “Hajde da…” NGO from Belgrade. CoE involvement on Roma issues was highlighted in this context.
The CoE campaign “Combat Violence against Women, including Domestic Violence” received large media attention. It was actively supported by the B92 media house (radio and TV), and an image of the campaign with a link to the official CoE web-sight was placed on the B92 web-page.

In connection with Serbia future, CM Chairmanship and the Special Representative of the Secretary General in Serbia, Mr Denis Huber, had a number of contacts (with relevant governmental and non-governmental interlocutors) and media related activities, including the “Politika” newspaper and the national television RTS.

The new SRSG also continued (and almost completed) his introductory tour among representatives in Belgrade of relevant CoE international partners and member states. Both the findings of the recent CoE monitoring mission in Belgrade and the prospects of the future Serbian CM Chairmanship raise a lot of interest in the diplomatic community in Serbia.

Podgorica
1. Political and legislative developments

On 8 November, Slavoljub Stijepovic (DPS) and Rifat Rastoder (SDP) were elected for Vice-Speakers of Parliament. The opposition candidate, Danilovic (SL) was not elected. On 10 November, the Parliament established the Constitutional Committee with eight members from the ruling coalition and eight from the opposition. The Committee will be chaired by the Speaker Krivokapic. The same day a number of other committees was also established, such as the Committee for Constitutional Issues and Legislation, Defence, Political System, Justice and Administration, International Relation and European Integration, Human Rights and Freedoms etc.

On 10 November, former Minister of Justice, Zeljko Sturanovic, was elected in Parliament for the new Prime Minister with 46 votes “for”, 26 “against” and 4 MPs abstained from voting. The same day the new Government was elected with 42 votes “for”, 25 “against”, and two MPs abstained from voting. 
On 29 November, Montenegro was invited to join the NATO Partnership for Peace, which was welcomed by both the authorities as well as the opposition. On 8 November, the EC report on progress within the SAA process for the region was presented, according to which the main challenges in Montenegro are i.a. fight against corruption and organised crime, improving the efficiency and independence of judiciary, as well as strengthening the administrative capacities.

On 14 November, the Movement for Changes and People’s Party submitted a proposal to the Constitutional Court to examine the constitutionality of the Law on the Procedure of Adoption and Promulgation of the new Constitution. On 28 November, Parliamentary Committee for Constitutional Issues and Legislation suggested the Parliament to propose to the Constitutional Court to reject this initiative on the grounds that the relevant provisions of the existing constitution ceased to be in force before the challenged piece of legislation was adopted, on the grounds that the existing constitution does not regulate the adoption of the new Constitution by an independent state, as well as that the mandate of the former members of Government as MPs was confirmed on 2 October when their ministerial function ceased and therefore were eligible to vote. On 29 November, the Parliament accepted this reasoning transmitted it to the Constitutional Court. 

Sessions of the Constitutional Committee are held without the participation of the opposition parties (except for Bosniac Party) as they insist on the Constitutional Court first deciding on the challenged piece of legislation. The Chair of the Committee decided the Committee should continue to work, but without making any decision prior to the Court’s decision on this matter.

On 26 November, Srdjan Milic was elected the new leader of the SNP. He said this party will continue to work on building Montenegro as a civil, multiethnic and multi-confessional state.

Following numerous speculations on the “Eagle’s Flight” operation and allegations of the exceeded force, the Supreme Court President asked for an investigation to be conducted. The Supreme State Prosecutor, on her side, decided to remove the classification of secrecy from this file. According to her press statement, the so-far investigation showed the suspicions that the arrested persons founded a secret organisation with the aim of violently regionalizing the area of Malesija, were grounded. However, she said that all the allegations of the exceeded force and torture will be properly investigated and if need be criminal proceedings initiated.

To be followed next month: Parliament’s legislative work, debate on the Constitution, and decisions of the Constitutional Court.

2. Council of Europe Action

On 28 November, Round table on “Constitutional reform in Montenegro" was organised by the Council of Europe - Venice Commission and in co-operation with the Parliament of Montenegro. The experts presented their general remarks on the expert text with the special focus on human and minority rights and to the judiciary - the issue of appointment and dismissal of judges and the issue of division of competencies between the courts.

On 29 November, Venice commission representatives had a meeting with the Prime Minister of Montenegro, Mr Zeljko Sturanovic, and the President of the Constitutional Court of Montenegro, Mr Mladen Vukcevic. Purpose of the meetings was to discuss the new Constitution of Montenegro with the view to the position of the executive power and the constitutional court in this respect.

Within the framework of the the Joint CoE – EAR Initiative “Strengthening Local Self-Government in Montenegro – Strengthening Capacities of the Local Self-Government” the Launching Conference on National Training Strategy was held in Podgorica on 1 November 2006. 

In accordance with the Workplan of the Joint CoE – EAR Initiative “Strengthening Local Self-Government in Montenegro” and following the conclusions of the recently held Workshop on “Equalization Systems” (31 October 2006) the Council of Europe experts visited four municipalities in Montenegro: Berane and Andrijevica (22 November), Bar and Budva (23 November). Following these meetings the CoE detailed report on the existing system of equalization in Montenegro will be submitted. CEAD 16601
Within the Joint EAR/PACE Initiative to Support Parliamentary Institutions, a Round table was organised on the “Organisation and Work of Parliament and its Committees” on 10 November. The RT was attended by the chairs and/or prominent representatives of all the parliamentary parties as well as some parliamentary staff members. Possibilities of further improvement of the Montenegrin Parliament work were discussed. The participants expressed their interest in getting the experts’ presentations in writing in order consult them later as well.

Steering Committee meeting of the same Joint Initiative was held on 29 November. Although it was planned as one meeting to be held in Montenegro, due to the bad weather conditions two meetings were held: one in Podgorica and another one in Belgrade. Representatives of the PACE Secretariat and the EAR met the representatives of the Montenegrin Parliament in Podgorica and discussed both the implemented and the future activities, as well as possibilities of introducing some new activities such as the training of research staff, as well as thematic Round tables on some other issues.
Within the preparation of the accession of Montenegro to the Council of Europe, CoE Office assisted in the organisation of two groups of rapporteurs visits to Montenegro. Mr Tony Lloyd, rapporteur on the cooperation with the ICTY, paid the visit on 20 November and met the Speaker of Parliament, Minister of Justice, Supreme Court President, Supreme State Prosecutor, as well as Chair of the Parliamentary Committee for International Relations and European Integration. 

PACE Committee of Legal Affairs and Human Rights, and Monitoring Committee, Mr Erik JURGENS and Mr Serhiy HOLOVAT, Rapporteurs on the accession of the Republic of Montenegro to the Council of Europe, undertook a fact-finding visit to Montenegro, which took place on 30 November - 1 December 2006. They met the Speaker, Prime Minister, Vice-Speaker, Vice Prime Minister, Ministers of Justice, Defence, Interior, Culture and Media, Presidents of the Constitutional and Supreme Court, Supreme State Prosecutor, Ombudsman, members of the Constitutional Committee, Head of the Anti-Corruption Agency, as well as relevant representatives of the NGO sector. 


Pristina

1. Political and legislative developments

Upon announcement of the date for Parliamentary elections in Serbia (21 January 2007), the Contact Group has asked UNSG Special Envoy for Kosovo Status, President Ahtisaari, to postpone the deadline for Status resolution process. Accordingly, President Ahtisaari decided that he will transmit his Report and annexes to the parties immediately after elections in Serbia.

On 7 November SRSG J. Rucker submitted to the UNSC his Report on technical assessment of Standard implementation in Kosovo. Out of 13 additional standards set up by the Contact Group, 3 still remain to be fulfilled: building houses for returnees in the village of Svinare, establishing of Police sub-stations in Serbian majority areas and shedding light on the riots in March 2004.

The Serbian Party of Kosovo and Metohija (SKMS) has completed its registration requirements with the Political Party Registration Office of the OSCE Mission in Kosovo. SKMS was established on 15 October 2006 by Dragisa Miric, and according to its programme, it strives to create a society where the life of all citizens will be better and safer, and with a safer future.

The Minister for Returns and Communities, Mr Slavisa Petkovic, was dismissed by decision of the Prime Minister from his office for lack of results and financial mismanagements. No one has been yet appointed to replace him, awaiting for suggestions coming from Serb political leaders of Kosovo.

Political leaders of Kosovo have continued active lobbying in different countries: President Sejdiu visited Belgium, where he had meetings with EU and Belgian officials and the United States, with meetings in UN and US administration. Prime Minister A.Ceku paid visits to Slovakia, Italy, Greece and Russian Federation, where he had meetings on different levels, with the aim of informing his interlocutors about position of Kosovo leadership concerning future Status of Kosovo. Two leaders of opposition – H.Thaci from PDK and V.Surroi from ORA also traveled to US to meet with different representatives of US Administration.

The main ruling party, LDK, has announced the date of General Convention, where new President of the party will be elected – 9 December. Two main candidates: F.Sejdiu – President of Kosovo and N.Daci – former President of Kosovo Assembly were joined by A.Gashi – Head of LDK Group in the Assembly. 
On 27 November, Day of the Flag, which is celebrated in Kosovo as one of the main “National” holidays, movement “Vetevendosja” (Self-Determination) organised a demonstration, protesting against UN Administration and central authorities in Kosovo (Assembly and Provisional Institutions of Self-Governement). Announced as a peaceful March it soon turned violent, with protesters throwing stones and bottles with red paint to official buildings of Assembly, Government and UNMIK but also removing one of the concrete blocks from the fence protecting UNMIK HQ. Police only used tear gas when security of international staff members was put in danger by throwing a “Molotov cocktail” inside the UN compound. No injuries were reported. A Police investigation is ongoing. 

The Kosovo Assembly came close to electing the first local Ombudsperson and Principal Deputy on 17 November 2006, but then postponed the decision to a future session without setting any date. 
A Pilot populations housing census, which was monitored by a CoE mission, was held in Kosovo. Results will be made public by the end of January. It is to deplore that Serb population in the municipalities of Strepca and Kamenica did not participate in the Pilot census, although before it, Commissions on municipal levels in both areas were set up and enumerators selected and trained.

2. Council of Europe action 

On 3 and 4 November a training was held on Article 5 and 6 of the European Convention on Human Rights by local trainers who previously had been trained and certified in the framework of the training of trainers project of the COE – DG II. The participants, prosecutors and judges of Prizren, had the chance to listen to presentations on the above Articles as well as to discuss case-law of the ECHR relevant to Kosovo and receive answers to problems they are facing when dealing with cases. On 4 November 2006 the Deputy Head of the Office attended the training on invitation of the organiser, the Kosovo Judicial Institute.

In the framework of the project on strengthening Rule of Law in Kosovo, made possible by the generous financial support of the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), a series of trainings was organised by DG I/ CoE Office:

13 and 14 November – Training for legal officers of the Ministry of Justice;

23 November – Training on courtroom management;

24 November- Training on Judicial Opinion Drafting;

3. Other Action/Coordination and cooperation with partner organisations 

On 2 November, the Legal Officer of the CoE Office attended the Annual Review Meeting organised by the Prime Minister’s Office- Office of Good Governance and the UNICEF Office in Kosovo. The aim of this meeting was to present the mechanisms for Children Rights in Kosovo, and the institutional structures for monitoring the children rights on central and local level. 

On 8 November Deputy Head of Office participated in a conference organised by  KFOR. As an outcome, the representatives of KFOR agreed to meet COE and discuss further details of a possible co-operation in the area of cultural heritage protection and re-construction in Kosovo. 

On 13 November Deputy Head of Office attended a meeting on transition planning and implementation organised by UNMIK. Even though the meeting was aimed to be “internal”, COE took part in it as an observer to identify areas where transition of tasks were not yet allocated to any IO in the field of Rule of Law. As part of any rule of law project, COE could be involved in setting up and training the Legal Aid Commission, something that currently no other organisation is engaged with.

On 14-15 November, the Legal Officer attended as an observer the Transition Planning and Implementation (TPI) team meetings held in the premises of UNMIK HQ. TPI team discussed further transfer of  competencies in the areas of Police, Elections and Gender issues. 

On 15 November, the Legal Officer attended the Kosovo Law Centre (KLC) Board of Directors meeting. 

Tirana

1. Political and legislative developments

On 14 November, the fourth mandate of the ad hoc Parliamentary Committee on Electoral Reform expired with hardly any substantive progress being made for the preparation of the forthcoming local elections and the electoral reform. During November, the President of the Republic of Albania repeatedly expressed his concerns about the climate of mistrust and tensions and the lack of cooperation between the majority and the opposition in order to reach a consensual solution for the preparation of the local elections. So far, no consensus has been found on the electoral reform: two sets of amendments to the Electoral Code respectively presented by the majority and the opposition are expected to be discussed in the Parliament. On 2 December, in the absence of agreement on the elections date, the President of the Republic announced Saturday 20 January as the date for the next local government elections. 

On 25 November, the OSCE/ODIHR issued a report on the findings of a Needs Assessment Mission which took place on 6-8 November in Albania. The report expresses the concern over the preparation of the forthcoming local elections and the electoral reform process. It recommends the establishment of an OSCE/ODIHR Election Observation Mission for the local elections. 

During the first half of November, the confrontations between the opposition Members of Parliament (MPs) and the Speaker of the Parliament during the Plenary sittings have been a factor of distracting parliamentary business. During the Assembly Plenary meeting on 13 November, 77 majority MPs turned down a report of the Assembly’s Legislation Council, approved by opposition MPs, asking for the dismissal of the Speaker of the Parliament (the opposition MPs boycotted the vote because of its procedural modalities). 

The Albanian Minister of Integration and the Head of the European Commission Delegation in Albania signed on 14 November the annual ‘CARDS 2006’ agreement, which gives Albania a grant of 42.5 million euros (24.3 million euros for good governance and institutional building, 15.9 million euros for economic and social development, 1.6 million for civil society and media, and 0.7 million euros for community programmes). 

On 6 November, Transparency International launched its 2006 Corruption Perceptions Index in which Albania has climbed some 15 positions, from 126 in 2005’s index to 111 for the current year. Nevertheless, the report states that corruption remains a problem in Albania, especially in the sector of the judiciary.

2. Council of Europe action

Within the framework of the Police and Human Rights Programme, the Secretariat organised a training session on Human Rights and Investigative Interviewing for law enforcement officials in Tirana on 15-17 November. 
Within the framework of the Joint Programme EC/CoE on Support to the Training of Court Administrators in Albania, the Secretariat  organised in Shkodër a regional workshop on management skills on 9-10 November 2006. The purpose of the workshop was to improve the decision–making process and the management of time and human resources. On 13-17 November 2006, Secretariat organised a study visit to Austria, in Schwechat and Vienna, for a delegation of ten Albanian experts. The aim of the study visit was to consider the organisation of the Training Centre and the functioning of the initial and continuous training.

3. Other action / coordination and cooperation with partner organisations

During November, the Secretariat co-organised with the OSCE Presence in Albania and the Albanian School of Magistrates a series of training seminars on Article 5 of the European Convention on Human Rights, in Tirana and Vlora. More than 60 judges, prosecutors, judicial police officers and lawyers participated in these seminars.

The Secretariat took part in a working meeting on the “Law Drafting Manual of Albania” organised by the Albanian Ministry of Justice in co-operation with the EC assistance mission to the Albanian justice system (EURALIUS) in Tirana, on 21 November 2006. 
The Secretariat co-organised with the Ministry of Health of Albania, the Stability Pact, the WHO and the CEB the 14th South East Europe Health Network meeting in Durrës on 23-25 November 2006. Over 50 participants from 17 countries attended the meeting, including representatives of the European Commission and the International Organisation of Migration.

The Heads of Government of the Members States of the Central European Initiative (CEI) held their annual Summit in Tirana on 24 November. The Special Adviser participated in the Summit in the capacity of special guest together with Representatives of other International Organisations. 
On 22-23 November, the Secretariat participated in the Central Initiative Youth Forum which was organised in Durrës within the framework of the CEI activities. 

*

*        *  

· Information actvities
Seminars, conferences and other activities:

1-8.11.2006 – The IOCE participated to the National Book Fair where a rich set of publications as well as informations and materials on the campaigns was provided to thousands visitors at the IOCE panel.

7.11.2006 – The IOCE organised a radio program at Radio Tirana aiming to promote the Campaign “All Different – All Equal”.

14.11.2006 - The IOCE organised a radio program at Radio Tirana aiming to promote the Campaign “Building a Europe for and with Children”.

23.11.2006 – IOCE in cooperation with National Children Alliance organised in Shkodra region a round table on children in residential institutions with the participation of local government representatives, NGOs, media etc. 

28.11.2006 – The IOCE organised a radio program at Radio Tirana aiming to provide information on the European Court of Human Rights.

24.11.2006 – The IOCE in cooperation with Albanian Children Alliance organised in Elbasan, in the framework of the campaign “All Different – All Equal” a big concert with participation of high schools students, municipality of Elbasan, Regional Directory of Education, “Tjeter Vizion” Centre, Voice 16 Group, and other representatives from local NGOs working with children. The concert was organised in RIEMAR Youth Centre, in Elbasan. The show was directly in air in three local media (Skampa TV, Elbasan TV, Dardan TV).

25.11.2006 - The IOCE in cooperation with the Albanian Children Alliance organised in the Culture Centre of Kukes city, a cultural activity with all secondary schools students, in the framework of the campaign “All Different – All Equal”.

The IOCE in cooperation with Albanian Children Alliance organised in Mat, Bulqize and Peshkopia the Children’s Rights Week and a drawing competition named “All different, All equal” with special focus on children’s rights. The final phase of the competition and the exhibition with the best drawings was opened in the premises of the Cultural Centre. The exhibition was visited by the Peshkopia major and representative of Albanian Government in Peshkopia Region.

27.11.2006 - The IOCE in cooperation with Albanian Children Alliance organised in Korca a massive sportive activity (massive run). In this activity participated all students of the secondary schools in city, the motto of the activity was “All Different All Equal”.

Publications and translations:

· Translation of the handbook “The Right to Life”.
· Translation of the handbook “Positive Obligations”
· Translation of various documents for the website
· Distribution of 3,000 copies of various publications and posters to infopoints, visitors and contribution with publications to activities organised in partnership with other institutions
· 2,000 photocopies for visitors and activities

Skopje
1. Political and legislative developments 

Ms Radmila Sekerinska, former Deputy Prime Minister in charge of European Affairs was elected leader of SDSM by the Congress of the party on 6 November 2006. The nomination followed the resignation of Vlado Buckovski, former Prime Minister due to the electoral defeat in July. 
On 9 November the European Commission’s Annual Report on the progress of the country has been positively assessed by the authorities. Mrs Konevska-Trajkovska, Vice Prime Minister in charge of European Integration, declared that “the Report will serve as a positive framework to national priorities in the next period”. Further improvement is needed in the implementation of the judicial reform, decentralisation and the fight against corruption.  

According to the survey conducted within 175 public institutions under the direction of Mr Selmani, Vice Prime Minister in charge of the Implementation of the Ohrid Framework Agreement and delivered on 10 November, the average representation of the ethnic Albanians is 13%. The lowest figures are in the Cabinet of the President of the State, the National Bank and the Regional Council of Judges. Better representation is noticed in the education sector, post office and the Supreme Court. The Government decided in the same time to increase the allocation of funds for further employments in the public sector. The Parliament is also working on this issue and currently revising its Rule Book into improving the use of Albanian language during its sessions. 

According to the UNDP Human Definition Report delivered in Skopje on 10 November, the country is ranked 66th among 177 other countries. The Human Definition Index is a comparative measure of life expectancy, literacy, education and standard of life.

On 23 November the Synod of the Macedonian Orthodox Church reasserted support for the Draft Law on Religious Communities after a meeting with the Prime Minister Nikola Gruevski. The text sets the principle of one religious community for one confession. The leaders of the catholic, evangelist, islamic and orthodox communities have recently expressed unanimous support for the text. 

The first meeting between the Prime Minister Nikola Gruevski and the National Association of Municipalities ZELS took place on 26 November. The Prime Minister promised that the Government will cover 90% of the municipal debts, related to the maintenance of schools, a contentious issue since the implementation of decentralisation in July 2005. However, the core debts linked with the drafting and the adoption of the land legislation remain unsolved. The DUI mayors refused to attend the meeting as they consider the Prime Minister as “illegitimate”. 

On 27 November, the leaders of VMRO-DPMNE, DPA, SDSM and DUI held the first direct dialogue between the ruling parties and the opposition since the July elections in presence of the US Ambassador and EUSR. The EU reform was on the agenda, but the key issue is for DUI to be reinserted in the basic democratic dialogue between the government and opposition. 

Nikola Gruevski, Prime Minister and leader of VMRO-DPMNE, Arben Xhaferi and Menduh Thaci, President and Vice-President of DPA, R. Sekerinska, President of SDSM and A. Ahmeti, Leader of DUI met on 27 November in presence of the EUSR and the US Ambassador. This high-level event has been preceded early this month by the “Mavrovo Process Round Table”, which regularly brings together all the political forces under the auspices of the Swiss Embassy – the series of such meetings is meant to improve the political dialogue between the new Government and the opposition.  

The official unveiling of the Albanian national hero Gjergji Kastrioti–Scanderbeg took place in Cair, a neighbouring municipality of Skopje on 28 November 2006, on the Albanian Flag Day, upon the initiative of DUI leader Ali Ahmeti and the DUI mayor of the municipality. The event was attended by officials and representatives of the International Community. SDSM and DPA were not present.  

The negotiations between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Interior delegates and the European Union started on 30 November in Brussels. 
2. Council of Europe action
The 2nd South-Eastern Europe Ministerial Conference on ”Effective Democratic Governance at Local and Regional level“ took place on 8-9 November in Skopje under the auspices of the Stability Pact for South-Eastern Europe and the Council of Europe. The goal was to review the current status of local government and to assess the progress made in this field since the first Regional Conference in Zagreb, held in October 2004.

On 27-29 November, a delegation of two members of the Advisory Committee on the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities and one member of its Secretariat were in Skopje to assess the situation of the Minorities in the country. They had meetings with national authorities at the ministerial level, as well as with representatives of the International Community, media,  NGOs and local authorities.

On 30 November – 1 December, the IOCE in cooperation the Association of Judges initiated a working seminar on Articles 5 and 6 of the European Convention on Human Rights under the direction of two experts of the Council of Europe.

3. Other action/coordination and cooperation with partner organisations
On 10 November, the Resident Expert participated at the Conference on “Regional Perspective on Prevention–Stability, Human Security and Development”, organized jointly by Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Initiative For Peace-Building and Democracy. The Resident Expert delivered a speech on “Building Human Security Principles through the Rule of Law, Justice and Responsible Local Self-government”.

The Resident Expert was invited to the International Ombudsman Conference, as part of the European Union Project TAIEX, held in Skopje on 20-21 November. The Conference was co-chaired by the Minister of Justice and the Ombudsman in the presence of the European Union Special Representative.   

On 24 November, the Resident Expert took part in the seminar on the Witness Protection, organised jointly by the American Embassy and OSCE in cooperation with the Association of Judges.

*

*        *  
· Information activities
Seminars, conferences and other activities

The Director of the IO Skopje participated at the national training course on human rights, organised by the Directorate of Youth and Sport/EYCB and local NGO Amos from Bitola and presented the Council of Europe youth policies and activities. The training course was held in Bitola on 14-18 November 2006 and was attended by 30 participants.
Council of Europe publications: 

The IO Skopje provided selected CoE publications for the needs of the National training course in HRE organised in Bitola on 14-18 November 2006. 
The IO Skopje distributed Human Rights Handbooks no. 3 and 5, f the European Convention of Human Rights, as well as copies of the CoE publication Short Guide to the European Convention of Human Rights for the needs of organising the training seminar for lawyers “Sharing Legal Practical Experience in Taking Cases under the Convention/Application of Articles 5 and 6 of the ECHR”, organised by the CoE DGII and the Macedonian Young Lawyers Association (MYLA). 

The IO Skopje distributed materials, including copies of the European Convention of Human Rights, Human Rights Handbooks no. 3 and 5, as well as Legal Bulletins no. 73, 74, 75, 76, 77 and 78, translated in Macedonian language for the needs of co-organising the Seminar for Judges on the “Application of Articles 5 and 6 of the European Convention on Human Rights”, which took place in Ohrid on 30 November–1 December 2006. 

Publications and Translations: 

Publications:

The brochure Council of Europe Action against Trafficking in Human Beings 

6 editions of the Legal Bulletins no. 73, 74, 75, 76, 77 and 78 

The brochure 800 million Europeans – revised version 

Translations: 
CoE publication Council of Europe Law–Towards a Pan-European Legal Area 
CoE publication Violence Reduction in Schools – How to Make a Difference

The brochure 800 million Europeans – revised version
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