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The participants (see appendix 1) were welcomed by Mr. Damir Trut, Director of the Croatian 
National Protection and Rescue Directorate. In his opening address Mr. Trut underlined that 
Dubrovnik has suffered from earthquakes and has survived due to the measures adopted to face 
them over the past centuries. This fact illustrates the importance of systematically including 
Disaster Risk Reduction in policies and Croatia is taking steps towards the creation of a National 
Platform including all actors in the area. He also emphasized that Croatia is proud to be an active 
member of the EUR-OPA Agreement and looks forward to an increased involvement.   
 
The Chair of the Committee of Permanent Correspondents, Mr. Iuliu Bara, acknowledged their 
commitment to disaster risk prevention co-operation and emphasized the importance of the 
meeting in view of the forthcoming Ministerial Session. In addition he wished to warmly 
welcome the Serbian delegation for their first participation as a member State of the Agreement. 
 
1. ADOPTION OF THE DRAFT AGENDA 
 
The agenda was adopted without amendments (see Appendix 2) 
 
2. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CHAIR, DELEGATIONS AND E XECUTIVE 

SECRETARY  
 

• Information by the Executive Secretariat 
 
After thanking the Croatian authorities for their hospitality, the Executive Secretary recalled the 
main conclusions of the last meeting of the Committee in Paris and emphasized the importance of 
the Serbian accession to the Agreement for consolidating international initiatives in the Balkan 
region.  The Executive Secretary also hoped that the expressions of interest received from other 
countries in that region will materialize into formal accession requests in a near future. 
 
Concerning the wish of Belarus to accede to the Agreement, the Secretariat informed the 
delegates that due to its political implications the request has been evaluated by the GR-Dem of 
the Council of Europe and no objections were raised to a possible accession of Belarus to the 
Agreement.  The request now remains to be formally accepted by the Committee of Ministers.  
 
The Executive Secretary informed the participants of the election of a new Secretary General of 
the Council of Europe, Mr. Thorbjørn Jagland (Norway). He also stressed how climate change is 
increasing vulnerability and consequently the importance of prevention in view of the recent 
disasters in Europe. 
 

• Presentation by the Serbian delegation 
 
In the name of his Government and of Assistant Minister of the Interior, Mr. Predrag Maric, the 
Serbian delegate, Mr. Djordje Babic, reiterated his country’s satisfaction on its accession to the 
Agreement. In his speech, Mr. Babic informed the participants on Serbia’s present Civil 
Protection structure. In 2009 an integrated Sector for Emergency Management within the 
Ministry of the Interior was set up to federate the different governmental departments dealing 
with the various phases of risk management. To provide it with a legal framework, a new law on 
Emergency Situations and Civil Protection was drafted and a national strategy together with 
associated local and regional strategies for disaster risk reduction had been developed. As 
bilateral agreements with neighbouring countries are in progress, Serbia has a keen interest to 
develop activities within the framework of the EUR-OPA Agreement. 
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The detailed presentation of the Sector of Emergency Management by Ms. Radmila Randjelovic 
was followed by an exchange of questions and answers between participants and the Serbian 
delegation. The Chair thanked Mr. Babic and Ms. Randjelovic for their informative presentation 
and the Executive Secretary highlighted the importance of such presentations by new members 
States as a means of informing other members of a country’s specific institutional context.  
 
3. INVOLVEMENT IN INTERNATIONAL INITIATIVES 
 

• Participation in the 2nd Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction (Geneva, 16-19 June 
2009) 

 
The Executive Secretary reviewed the main conclusions of the 2nd Global Platform on Disaster 
Risk Reduction (Geneva, 15-19 June 2009) which evaluated the advancement in the 
implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action.  To enable a common view of disaster risk 
reduction to be shared, reports from European countries were compiled in the publication 
“Implementing the Hyogo Framework for Action in Europe: Advances and Challenges (report for 
the period 2007-2009) prepared in collaboration with the EUR-OPA Agreement and DKKV. 
 
The Belgian delegate, Mrs. Monique Bernaerts, enquired upon a possible overlap of activities 
with the European Union and the Commission on this topic. The Executive Secretary remarked 
that a constant effort is made and great vigilance is paid to ensuring that duplication of activities 
does not arise.  He recalled the communications produced by the EU result mainly from 
“stakeholders meetings”, a mechanism different from that used by ISDR and EUR-OPA . 
 
The ISDR representative, Mr. Demetrio Innocenti, confirmed his Organisation’s productive 
collaboration with the DG Environment – Civil Protection of the European Commission and 
confirmed the Commission’s participation in the forthcoming London meeting in November, 
whose updated agenda is available on the ISDR web site.  
 
The Chair recalled that the obligations coming from different organizations have to be 
consolidated and that the Agreement should follow this issue closely. 
 

• Development of the network of European national platforms for disaster risk reduction 
 
Following the discussions during the special session on National Platforms held in Bonn last 
spring, the idea to promote a more formal European Platform in order to foster the setting up of 
such national platforms emerged. Since the Bonn meeting, countries such as Croatia and the 
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia have developed National Platforms. An important 
meeting will be held in London in mid November. 
 
Along that line, ISDR is currently updating the guidelines for national platforms and 
communicated a collection of experiences. The training package developed has also been used at 
the lately Pula meeting at the sub-regional level.  
 

• Role and activities of the Arab Bureau of Civil Protection and Rescue 
 
The Executive Secretariat informed the participants that the Arab Bureau of Civil Protection and 
Rescue had formally apologised for not being able to attend the meeting.  They confirmed their 
interest in the work of the Agreement and expressed the wish to be kept informed on the progress 
of activities.  The Executive Secretariat and the Chair hoped to welcome the Arab Bureau to a 
future meeting of the Committee.  
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• Cooperation with the Group of European Municipalities with Nuclear Facilities 

 
The Executive Secretary confirmed that collaboration with local and regional authorities is one of 
the Agreement’s constant concerns.  He recalled the two workshops organised in 2008 in Istanbul 
and in Kiev on the role of local and regional authorities in risks. 
 
The Kiev workshop had focused on radiological risks and the Ukrainian delegate, Mr. Victor 
Poyarkov, explained that a privileged partner had been found in the Group of European 
Municipalities with Nuclear Facilities (GMF). Its president, Mr. Roland Palmqvist, presented the 
association which includes over 120 municipalities from 14 different countries and through this 
international co-operation it wishes to increase local democracy in nuclear facilities management. 
Apart from technical meetings and participation in international fora on the topic, they develop 
local competence building among its members. Mr. Palmqvist recalled the conclusions of the 
Task Force meeting: better awareness and information can benefit from common international 
activities.  It has also lead to the request of Ukraine to join GMF. 
 
The Belgian delegate enquired about the promotion of the concrete actions identified at the 2008 
workshop and insisted on the proper dissemination of the information and results to relay it to 
mayors to involve them at national level.  Mr. Palmqvist explained that in 2008 the aim was to 
establish a network and run a programme on information to the inhabitants of each municipality. 
He agreed that transparency and the exchange of information between countries are vital and a 
key to building confidence on nuclear protection.  He emphasized the experience of increasing 
competence of local authorities in the field as a useful preliminary step to fostering local 
democracy. The Ukrainian delegate pointed out that the implementation of activities requires 
funding. The Armenian delegate, Mr. Stepan Badalyan, also remarked on the importance of 
transnational co-operation between municipalities. 
 
The Executive Secretary thanked Mr. Palmqvist for his interesting presentation and remarked that 
the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe has an important 
network which could be explored by the GMF.  He added that the Agreement’s knowledge also 
extends further than the borders of the European Union to include Lebanon, Algeria and Morocco 
and this could also be useful for the future promising work of the Ukrainian delegate and GMF.  
He confirmed that the Agreement is ready to support this activity. 
 
4. PROGRESS OF 2009 ACTIVITIES 
 

• European and Mediterranean Workshop on Climate change impact on water-related and 
marine risks (Murcia, Spain, 26-27 October 2009) 

 
The Executive Secretariat gave an overview of the content of the workshop to be held in Murcia 
and organised jointly with the Spanish Authorities. He explained that it is crucial that the 
Agreement deals with climate change issues in risk management and pleaded for the lobbying of 
Permanent Correspondents at national level to have DRR included in the future adaptation 
agenda.  
 
The different presentations and the final conclusions of the workshop will soon be posted on the 
Agreement’s web site. 
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• Activities of the Working Groups 

 
Working group on awareness and education to risk at school level (BE-SAFE-NET)  
 
The Executive Secretariat informed on the advancement of the BE-SAFE-NET website. At its last 
meeting in Paphos (Cyprus) in April 2009, the group examined the technical aspects of the 
functioning of the site and the coordination of the material while the next meeting scheduled in 
November 2009 will be devoted to finalising the material on hazards to enable the web site to 
become operational in 2010, as the Cypriot delegate and coordinator of the BE-SAFE-NET 
website, Mr. Georges Gerosimou, confirmed. The Secretariat added that the working group 
intends to cover topics beyond hazards to enrich the site and then the different Civil Protection 
contributions would be highly welcomed. 
 
Working group on the role of local and regional authorities in major hazard management 
 
The Secretariat explained that the results achieved so far by the group have highlighted the 
importance of the role of local and regional authorities in an overall disaster risk reduction 
strategy.  He thanked Cyprus and Croatia for their recent contribution and called upon all those 
countries who had not yet replied to do so. The delegate from Monaco, Mr. Tony Varo, 
confirmed his country’s support for the work carried out and that after consultation with the 
various bodies, feedback will be given as soon as possible. 
 
The Belgian delegate and coordinator of this group reminded that the objective is to regularly 
update each study on the future ISPU website and thus urged the countries to keep her informed 
of any national changes. The study so far has already identified some good practices (a dialogue 
between researchers and local authorities on drought in Algeria, educational material produced in 
campaigns on informing the population in Armenia, the interesting particularities in smaller 
countries such as Luxemburg).  
 
The Armenian delegate pointed out the legal gaps existing and which prevent local authorities 
from imposing certain measures, for example upon industrialists who embark upon dangerous 
activities and who should be made to act with more responsibility. Mayors are not always 
prepared to take decisions (even if legally accountable). 
 
Working group on cultural heritage and risk 
 
The Executive Secretariat explained that past activities of the Specialised Centres in Athens, 
Ravello and Lisbon, mainly covering earthquake risks, are branching out to more general risks to 
the cultural heritage. He reminded the participants of the report commissioned in 2008 on the 
impact of climate change to the cultural heritage and informed about the workshop, “Climate 
change and cultural heritage”, held in Ravello on 14-16 May 2009 where European scientists and 
policy makers discussed the impact of climate change on cultural heritage and presented results of 
current work and proposals for research and future co-operation in the field.  This workshop gave 
rise to the draft recommendation on cultural heritage and climate change. 
 
The Executive Secretariat gave a brief account of the European Master-Doctorate Course on 
“Vulnerability of cultural heritage to climate change” held at the Council of Europe’s European 
Youth Centre in Strasbourg (7-11 September 2009).  The course was a great success, with 40 
participants (out of 80 applicants) and very interesting feedback from them. It gave the 
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opportunity for younger researchers to be informed and it promoted the emergence of new 
specialists. The Ravello Centre will produce a publication on the course for wider dissemination. 
 
The French delegate stressed the importance of this activity and the dissemination of best 
practices to raise awareness and the publication of information on this important issue of heritage 
and risk. He also confirmed that such activities promoted international co-operation. 
 

• Quick overview of activities of the Centres for 2009 
 
As reports on 2009 activities financed within the grants are not yet available, the Executive 
Secretariat focused on the advancement of coordinated programmes on the following topics:  
 

� School education: the main efforts had been devoted to finalising the BE-SAFE-NET 
content related to hazards (see above). Turkey is preparing a seminar to be held in 
November and Bulgaria is very active at school level and youth education. 

� University education: a training course had been supported on climate change and 
cultural heritage (see above) and another training course on climate change and health 
and environmental effects will take place at the beginning of December in Strasbourg.  

� Professional education: The Biarritz Centre is currently organising a course on marine 
risks in Biarritz which has met with an excellent response. The proceedings will be 
published and disseminated to widen the outreach and to create a multiplier effect. 

� Legislation/management: a meeting held in Paris (11-12 June) elaborate further the 
contributions of six countries (France, Belgium, Luxembourg, Armenia, Algeria and 
Greece) and a new phase to collect additional national contributions was launched.  
Azerbaijan will be holding a national seminar on 20-21 October on the subject. 

� Prevention/information: ongoing work by the Yerevan Centre on information campaigns 
and by the Sofia Centre on risks to the Danube has been continued; the Freiburg Centre 
will discuss a wild land fires in contaminated areas strategy in Kiev in early November. 

� Cultural heritage: after the first meeting of the working group held in Athens, a 
workshop on climate change impact was held in Ravello on May 2009 (see above). 

� Post disaster actions:  the Moscow Centre continues to develop its EXTREMUM 
programme and permanent Correspondents are called upon to collaborate for data 
updating. The course on psychological support to victims to be held in Vienna at the end 
of 2009 had to be postponed to 2010. 

 
Full information on the Centres’ 2009 activities and their 2010 proposals will be available for the 
meeting of the Directors of Centres to be held in Paris on 1 to 3 February 2010 and will also be 
presented to the Permanent Correspondents at their next meeting in spring 2010. 
 
The French delegate remarked that present prevention measures are challenged by climate change 
which is a topic of prime importance and which ties in with the prevention of natural risks. He 
informed that France has embarked upon an adjustment plan to take account of climate change 
and the rise in sea and river levels and the associated cost of this adjustment will be significant.  
International co-operation in setting up such plans will be crucial. The Executive Secretary 
supported this remark and agreed that it would be very useful if countries informed the 
Agreement of their preparation to this adjustment to foster international co-operation on the issue.  
 

• Information on the audits carried out in 2009 
 
The Chair of the Audit Commission, Mr. Jean-Mathias Goerens, surveyed the five audits 
(Ankara, Athens, Lisbon, Biskra and Rabat) completed in 2009 and emphasized that no major 



 7 

problems had been found. The new procedure adopted last year on informing the Committee of 
Permanent Correspondents about audit reports had been implemented: the provisional report 
prepared by the auditors is sent to the concerned Centre for comments, comments which the 
auditors decide to incorporate or not in their final report submitted to the Committee for approval. 
 
The 2009 audits allowed to highlight a number of drawbacks and possible improvements in the 
work of the Centres, already identified in previous years: 
 
Structural and management issues 
The international character of governing bodies should be promoted for those Centres which are 
almost exclusively managed at national level. As such an international aspect involves too much 
expense, appropriate subsidies should be allocated if the Agreement insists upon that aspect.  
Staff and premises are mainly covered by host countries so grants are used mostly for activities. 
Reports between financial exercises are not fully adequate.  There is a need to make the 
presentation of accounts more uniform in order to facilitate comparison.  It would be appropriate 
to give precise instructions to the Directors and financial managers of the Centres.  
 
Scientific issues 
A good convergence between the Medium Term Plan and its implementation by the audited 
Centres was to be noted. However, only two of them had participated in the coordinated 
programmes: it was recommended that Centres make a greater effort to cooperate with other 
Centres and institutions on truly international oriented projects. For better dissemination of their 
work, translating their high scientific quality work into at least one official language of the 
Council of Europe should also be supported. 
 
Five audits (the Nicosia, Bruyères-le-Châtel, Valletta, Chisinau and Madrid Centres) will be 
carried out in 2010. 
 
The audit report was approved by the Committee. In the name of all the Permanent 
Correspondents, the Chair thanked Mr. Goerens and the experts for the work carried out. The 
Secretariat will study in conjunction with the Audit Commission possible improvements. 
 
5. DRAFT RECOMMENDATIONS   
 

• Draft recommendation on vulnerability of cultural heritage to climate change 
 
The Executive Secretariat briefly presented the draft recommendation, reminding that its 
objective was to make governments conscious of the problem and to encourage them to take 
action. The Committee carefully examined the text of the draft Recommendation (document 
AP/CAT (2009) 20) and after its detailed discussion, several amendments were consequently 
adopted (see appendix 3 for the final version). 
 

• Draft recommendation on national platforms 
 
The Executive Secretariat briefly presented the draft recommendation, which is aimed to promote 
national platforms and encourage those countries which have not yet done so to set them up. The 
Committee carefully examined the text of the draft Recommendation (document AP/CAT (2009) 
27) and the debate discussed the participation of local and regional authorities: the way to involve 
them is left open as it has to be adapted to the national context. After its detailed discussion, a few 
amendments were adopted (see appendix 4 for the final version). 
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6. PLANNED ACTIVITIES FOR 2010   
 

• Draft budget for 2010 
 
The Secretariat presented the main issues for the 2010 budget, pointing out that the 2010 budget 
will not differ substantially from that of 2009. The amount devoted to activities will be slightly 
increased due to a continued efficiency saving drive over the last few years as well as the 
additional resources associated to the accession of Serbia to the Agreement.  However, this 
change will not be fully effective until 2011 as the organisation of the Ministerial Session will 
imply that. 
 
The Belgian representative asked about the choice of expected results presented in the budgetary 
document. The Secretariat explained that the document presented is a very synthetic presentation 
of the overall activity of the Agreement and decided to take the comment into account in next 
year’s formulation. 
 
The French representative questioned the use of the additional contributions from new countries. 
The Secretariat explained that, due to the small amount considered, the proposal to foster the 
amounts devoted to activities (unchanged since many years) seemed obvious. Of course, in case 
of a significant increase of resources, its possible allocation will be discussed in detail at the 
Committee of Permanent Correspondants. 
 
The Luxembourg representative asked about the voluntary contribution line. The Secretariat 
explained that a budgetary line is needed to be able to receive potential contributions from even 
non member States. 
 
Following the discussion, the budget for 2010 was adopted. 
 

• Guidelines for the 2010 programme of activities 
 
The Executive Secretariat briefly reviewed the main fields of activity for 2010, emphasizing the 
follow up of previous work and in particular the topics covered by the different working groups. 
In addition he highlighted new initiatives such as the climate change impact on risk management 
or the ethical issues in emergencies. 
 
On the latter topic, the legal aspect will be prepared by an expert, Mr. Michel Prieur, who will 
draft a Charter on Resilience dealing with the ethical aspects of disaster risk reduction. This 
Charter will comprise two aspects: legal and operational. The more operational angle, related to 
protection of rights of disabled persons in a disaster, will also be studied by the ECFF Centre in 
Athens. The results of both actions will be presented for examination by the Committee of 
Permanent Correspondents at its meeting in April 2010. 
 
The French delegate, Mr. Thierry Hubert, emphasized the need to promote work on vulnerability 
to respond to all solicitations from the different partners on this topic. He remarked that the 
Agreement could contribute positively to work on urban development in risk areas.   
 
With regard to legislative aspects, he pointed out that the Agreement should mainly focus on the 
dissemination of best practices and on the adaptation of existing legislation rather than on 
promoting new legislation, which all too often leads to legal obstacles delaying their 
implementation.  Along the same lines, he insisted that support should be concentrated on already 
existing initiatives instead of creating new ones. 
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The Executive Secretary stressed that the Agreement has no mandate to harmonize legislations 
between member States and that avoiding redundant work with respect to other initiatives is a 
crucial point in the Agreement’s action.   
 
The discussion on activities for 2010 led to debate on two recurrent major topics: the 
complementarity between Centres’ activities and the diffusion of the result of their activities.  
 
On the complementarity issue, the Belgian delegate proposed to foster co-operation within 
Centres around common topics. Armenian delegate suggested to continue to support work within 
a single Centre but with the view of future cooperation with other centres in a more international 
approach. The other French delegate, Mr. Feunteun, suggested to invite some Permanent 
Correspondents to the work of the Centres to improve the coordination between the two pillars of 
the Agreement. 
 
The Executive Secretary insisted upon the need for increased relations between Permanent 
Correspondents and Centres.  He suggested the possibility of the Bureau attending the meeting of 
Directors to ensure coordination, an idea supported by the Committee.   
 
Regarding the dissemination of the work and achievements of the Agreement, the French 
delegate, Mr. Hubert, proposed that given the wealth of material, it would be useful to devise a 
summary listing of work carried out and devise an annual bulletin which should be translated into 
the two official languages of the Council of Europe and possibly more.  The Ukrainian delegate 
proposed to prepare very short summaries of activities which will be published annually and give 
access to part of EUR-OPA website to diffuse the reports. 
 
The Executive Secretary agreed that greater visibility is desirable for the Agreement’s activities 
and confirmed that every effort will be made by the Executive Secretariat to establish an efficient 
communication strategy. The Chair summarized on the need for increased communication within 
components of the Agreement and with outside partners. 
 

• Proposals from the Specialised Centres 
 
In view of the preparation of a new Medium Term Plan 2011-2015, the Executive Secretariat 
explained that it had been suggested to have an additional day added to the meeting of the 
Directors of Specialised Centres to allow time for the examination of their longer term strategies.  
The Committee of Permanent Correspondents at its meeting in April would then be able to work 
on the new Medium Term Plan taking into consideration the Centres’ suggestions. 
 
The Executive Secretariat pointed out that this year the Centres had been requested to submit 
their proposals before the end of September to have a better overview of their wishes and 
capacities for 2010 activities and to improve the coordination with the main lines of action of the 
Agreement.  There was again a mixed response to this early call: some Centres had still not 
replied.  
 
This delay in response makes it quite difficult to accurately define the Programme of Activities 
for 2010 but the Secretariat presented the proposals already received for 2010 activities within the 
coordinated programmes classified according to the various sectors of activity: 
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� School education: manual and special tests on safety of schools (Yerevan Centre); 
extension of the BE-SAFE-NET project to additional hazards (various centres); 
educational games for disaster protection (Sofia Centre). 

� University education: ECGS workshop (Luxembourg Centre). 
� Professional education: training course on radiological monitoring in the Chernobyl 

Exclusion Zone (Kiev Centre); regional training course on forest fires (Fribourg Centre); 
creation of a Civil Defence and Protection School (San Marino Centre).  

� Vulnerability: enhancing capacities and regional cooperation in fire management 
(Freiburg Centre); multi hazard assessment of coastline risks (Strasbourg centre); Black 
Sea area flood and landslides problems (Ankara Centre). 

� Early warning: real time alert system (Paris Centre); real time monitoring system of large 
dams (Tbilisi Centre).  

� Legislation/management: development of Communities Network for Nuclear Safety 
(Kiev Centre). 

� Prevention/information: campaigns on informing and warning the populations about 
emergencies (Yerevan Centre); Danube a river for, a care for everybody (Sofia Centre). 

� Cultural heritage: summer school on seismic Risk Assessment in areas with monumental 
structures (Athens Centre); convergent Approach for Seismic Analysis of the Aggregates 
of Historical Buildings (Lisbon Centre). 

� Climate change : management and protection of cultural heritage facing climate change 
(Ravello Centre); predictions of South Caucasus regional effects (Tbilisi Centre) 

� Post disaster actions: estimation of possible consequences of earthquakes with 
“EXTREMUM” (Moscow Centre). 

 
Due to the fact that not all proposals were available at this stage of time, the programme of 
activities for 2010 was designed to ensure that domains funded are those in line with the Medium 
Term Plan: the choice of associated projects proposed by the Centres will be decided accordingly 
at a later date.  Participants adopted the proposed programme of activities for 2010. 
 
The Chair opened the floor to comments on the Centres’ activities. 
 
The Russian delegate, Mr. Vladimir Kakusha, asked why there was no line in the budget devoted 
to the dissemination of the results of the studies and activities of the Centres. The Executive 
Secretariat explained that all attempts are made to promote publishing on the web site which is 
regularly updated. However the problem of the language of production of the various material 
persists and translation costs are high: the Secretariat reiterated that the Centres should devote 
part of their grant for translation purposes (even though this may imply a slight reduction in 
activity), to enable their material to be produced also in either English or French for larger 
diffusion. 
 
The Belgian delegate suggested the preparation of an inventory on existing material to have a 
clearer picture of what is available and to help find a synergy and build a common framework.  
She also proposed that small workshops of Centres working on common themes will improve 
coordination and more efficient feedback between the Centres. This would contribute to provide 
concrete proposals for Permanent Correspondents and the Ministerial Session. The Executive 
Secretariat recalled that this is actually the main goal of the Working Groups already set up. 
 
The Armenian delegate agreed that Centres should find the resources for translating their material 
into English or French and fully supported the Belgian delegate’s proposal for greater 
coordination between Centres. 
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• Preparation of the 2010 Ministerial Session 

 
The Executive Secretary informed of the results of his preliminary meeting with the Russian 
authorities on the preparation of the forthcoming Ministerial Session to be held at the end of 
September or first week of October 2010 in Saint Petersburg. The draft agenda is still very 
preliminary and Permanent Correspondents were invited to contact their Ministries to identify 
possible topics of their interventions within the preliminary sessions identified.  
 
The Armenian delegate already informed on the wish of his Minister to participate in session 2 on 
cross-border co-operation and his offer to co-chair a session. The French delegate remarked that 
the balance between representations on preparation/response and prevention/vulnerability needed 
to be respected because a less vulnerable society will allow for a better response. He added that in 
the case of France, both the Ministry of the Interior and the Ministry of Ecology should be 
contacted regarding interventions at the Session 
 

• Discussion on the topics of the Ministerial Session and the Medium Term Plan 2011-
2015  

 
The French delegate enquired about the structure of each session, whether there would be a series 
of statements or a panel discussion. The Executive Secretary explained that a discussion and short 
interventions section is planned. The French delegate remarked upon the importance of 
emphasising the role of science in disaster prevention and response and suggested inviting an 
eminent scientist or a leading researcher. The Executive Secretary agreed to the possibility of 
inviting a key-note speaker on the scientific approach. 
 
The Ukrainian delegate pointed out that co-chairs should be Ministers and that the achievements 
of the Agreement since the last Ministerial Session should be presented in the form of a small 
booklet to the Ministers. The Belgian delegate agreed and confirmed the necessity for visibility to 
encourage the support of their respective Ministers. The Executive Secretary confirmed that this 
booklet is foreseen and will be presented by his Director General, Mrs. Battaini-Dragoni.   
 
The Belgian delegate remarked the need to emphasize the response aspect alongside the 
prevention aspect: the Executive Secretary confirmed that the Session intends to cover response 
and the word “response” will definitely be added to its title. The Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia delegate, Mr. Mihail Garevski, remarked that it would also be judicious to add the 
term “adaptation” to climate change in the title of the 12th Ministerial session.  
 
Regarding the title of the Session, the Russian delegate agreed that an appropriate name should be 
agreed upon but he considered that it was more important to emphasize the mention “12th 
Ministerial Session of the European and Mediterranean Major Hazards Agreement (EUR-OPA)” 
with respect to the theme. 
 
The Chair insisted that certain key words in the agenda will be more attractive for the Ministers 
and requested that the content of the interventions be communicated to the Executive Secretary to 
try to coordinate them in order to have interesting sessions. The Executive Secretary pointed out 
the necessary political content of the Ministerial Session and that too technical formulations 
should be avoided. 
 
In order to attract Ministers to the event, the Belgian delegate proposed that a VIP programme be 
scheduled, that speakers address both intervention and response and that focus be made on the 
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various phases of the risk cycle to be presented at the opening session.  The Executive Secretary 
agreed to the presentation of all the risk cycle phases during the Ministerial Session.  
 
The Chair opened the floor to the Russian delegate, Mr. Vladimir Kakusha, who assured the 
meeting that EMERCOM of Russia will do everything possible to ensure the success of this 
event.  He explained that its regional centre being in Saint Petersburg, they will thus be in a 
position to demonstrate their different fields of activity to the Ministers. He requested the 
Permanent Correspondents to send in the names and spheres of interest of their Ministers as early 
as possible to enable a VIP programme to be devised. He added that Minister Sergey Shoigu will 
open the Session and will then be available for discussions on a bi-lateral basis with other 
Ministers. 
 
7. ELECTION OF THE CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIRS OF THE COM MITTEE OF 

PERMANENT CORRESPONDENTS  
 
Mr. Ruslan Tsalikov (Russian Federation) was elected Chair and Mr. Damir Trut (Croatia) and 
Mr. Thierry hubert (France) were elected Vice Chairs. 
 
The former Chair, Mr. Iuliu Bara (Romania) declared that it had been an honour to Chair the 
Agreement.  The Committee thanked Mr. Bara for the work done, for his encouragement and for 
his enthusiasm in promoting the Agreement.  
 
8. DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT MEETING  
 
The next meeting will be held in Paris (France) on 8-9 April 2010 (date to be confirmed). 
 
9.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
The Turkish delegate, Ms. Nehir Varol, informed of the recent changes in the Disaster Affairs 
Management structure in Turkey and reported briefly on the recent floods having affected 
Istanbul and the North East part of the country, highlighting the lessons learned. She also 
announced the Antalya international workshop on risk education at the end of November. 
 
The San Marino delegate, Mr. Giuseppe Dermo, informed of the seminar on “International 
mass casualties, experiences from Abruzzo to Kamtchatka” to be held on 23 November in San 
Marino and invited all interested Permanent Correspondents to attend this event. 
 
The delegate from the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Mr. Mihail Garevski, informed 
of the 14th European Earthquake Engineering Conference to be organised in Ohrid in 2010 for 
which 1200 abstracts had already been collected. He welcomed all Permanent Correspondents to 
attend and additional information will be posted on the EUR-OPA web site. 
 
The Executive Secretariat acknowledged all the information provided and encouraged Permanent 
Correspondents to regularly send in such information for publication on the EUR-OPA web site. 
 
In the name of all the Permanent Correspondents and the Executive Secretariat, the Chair 
reiterated his thanks to the Croatian authorities and particularly to the Croatian delegate, Mr. 
Damir Trut and his team, for having organised such a good meeting with truly warm hospitality. 
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APPENDIX 1 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS / LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS  
 

MEMBER COUNTRIES OF THE AGREEMENT / PAYS MEMBRES DE L’ACCORD 
 
ARMENIA / ARMENIE  
Mr Stepan BADALYAN 
Director of the European Interregional Scientific and Educational Centre on Major Risk Management 
23 Nalbandyan Str., 0001 YEREVAN  
Tel./Fax +374 10.54.49.92    Fax: +374 10 536888       E-mail: ecrm@europe.com 
 
BELGIUM / BELGIQUE  
Mme Monique BERNAERTS  
Directrice du Service Planification d’urgence, Service Public Fédéral Intérieur (Ministère de l’Intérieur) – DG Centre 
de Crise 
53, rue Ducale 1000 Bruxelles 
Tel: +32 (0)2 506.47.70 / Fax: +32 (0)2 506.47.09       E-mail: monique.bernaerts@ibz.fgov.be 
 
BULGARIA / BULGARIE  
Ms Gloria STOYANOVA 
Junior expert, International co-operation, NATO and EU Department 
International Activities Directorate, Ministry of Emergency Situations (officially abolished by a Decision of the 
National Assembly in July 2009) 
6, Sveta Nedelya Square, 1040 Sofia, Bulgaria  
Tel: + 359 2 960 10 253 / Fax: +359 2 9898 952       E-mail: g.stoyanova@mes.government.bg 
 
CROATIA / CROATIE  
Mr Damir TRUT 
Director, National Protection and Rescue Directorate 
Nehajska 5, 10000 ZAGREB   Republic of Croatia 
Tel: 00-385-1-3650-085 / Fax: 00-385-1-3650-025       Email: damir.trut@duzs.hr 
 
Mr Damir CEMERIN 
Head of the Director’s Office, National Protection and Rescue Directorate 
Nehajska 5, 10000 ZAGREB   Republic of Croatia 
Tel. +385 1 3650 083 / Fax: +385 1 36 50 025       E-mail: damir.cemerin@duzs.hr 
 
Ms Tamara KOPAL  
International Cooperation Department, National Protection and Rescue Directorate 
Nehajska 5, 10000 ZAGREB   Republic of Croatia 
Tel: +385 1 3650 077 / Fax: +385 1 36 50 025       Email: arabela.vahtaric@duzs.hr 
  
Mr Igor MILIC 
Desk Officer, International Cooperation Department, National Protection and Rescue Directorate 
Nehajska 5, 10000 ZAGREB   Republic of Croatia 
Tel: +385 1 36 50 079 / Fax: +385 1 36 50 025       Email: igor.milic@duzs.hr 
 
CYPRUS / CHYPRE 
Mr George GEROSIMOU 
Senior Civil Defence Officer  
Elephtheriou Venizelou 91, 8021 PAPHOS   Cyprus  
Tel: +35626818470 / Fax: +35726946374       e-mail: Ggerosimou@cd.moi.gov.cy 
 
FRANCE 
M Thierry HUBERT 
Chef de Service Adjoint, Ministère de l’Écologie, de l’Énergie, du Développement durable et de l’Aménagement du 
territoire  
Arche Parol Nord - 92055 La Défense Cedex  
Tél: 01 40 81 88 40 / 01 40 81 89 83 E-mail: thierry.hubert@developpement-durable.gouv.fr 
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M René FEUNTEUN 
Membre de la délégation française, AFPCN 
19 avenue du maine – 75015 - Paris  
Tel: 33(0)1 45 45 57 01 / Fax: 33 1 42 19 14 79/14 63   E-mail: Rf.k@orange.fr  
 
LUXEMBOURG  
M  Michel FEIDER 
Directeur, Administration des Services de Secours 
1, rue Robert Stumper, L – 2554 LUXEMBOURG 
Tél : +352 49771 406 / Fax : +352 49771 771       E-mail: michel.feider@secours.etat.lu 
 
FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA / EX-REPUBLIQ UE YOUGOSLAVE DE 
MACEDOINE  
Mr Mihail GAREVSKI 
Director of the Institute of Earthquake Engineering and Engineering Seismology (IZIIS), University "St. Cyril and 
Methodius" 
Salvador Aliende St. 73, POB 101, 1000 SKOPJE 
Tel: +389 2 310 77 01/ 317 61 55/ 317 70 15 / Fax: +389 2 311 21 63       E-mail: garevski@pluto.iziis.ukim.edu.mk 
 
PRINCIPALITY OF MONACO / PRINCIPAUTE DE MONACO  
M Tony VARO 
Commandant – Chef du Service du Bureau Sécurité Civile, Corps des Sapeurs-Pompiers de Monaco 
11, avenue de Port, MC – 98000 Monaco 
Tel. +377 93 15 60 16 / Fax. +377 93 15 60 08       E-mail : tvaro@gouv.mc  
 
PORTUGAL  
Ms Ana MARTINS 
International Relations Office, Portuguese National Authority for Civil Protection ANPC, Ministry of Interior 
Avenida do Forte em Carnaxide  2794-112 Carnaxide, Portugal 
Fax: +351 214 247 180       E-mail: ana.martins@prociv.pt 
 
ROMANIA / ROUMANIE  
Mr Iuliu BARA 
Director General, General Directorate for European Territorial Co-operation, Ministry of Regional Development, 
Public Works and Housing  
Str. Apolodor, nr.17, latura Nord, 050741, Sector 5, Bucharest, Romania 
Tel : +40 724 956 934 / Fax : +40 319 61 16  / +40 213 196 195       E-mail: bgy@mt.ro; iuliu.bara@mdlpl.ro  
 
RUSSIAN FEDERATION / FEDERATION DE RUSSIE  
Mr Vladimir KAKUSHA 
Representative of EMERCOM of Russia at the Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to NATO (Brussels), 
Avenue de Fre, 66, B – 1180 UCCLE, BRUXELLES 
Tel: +32.2.372.03.59 / Fax. +32.2.375.85.47       E-mail: kakusha.vladimir@yandex.ru  

REPUBLIC OF SAN MARINO / REPUBLIQUE DE SAINT-MARIN 

Mr Giuseppe DERMO 
CEMEC – European Center for Disaster Medicine (CEMEC) 
Via Scialoja 1 - Cailungo 47031 SAN MARINO  
Te: +378/994535-994600 / Fax: +378/903706       E-mail : cemec@iss.sm / a.barelli@tox.it  
 
SERBIA / SERBIE 
Mr Djordje BABIC 
Head of Directorate, Directorate for Firefighting and Rescue Units, Protection and Rescue Sector, Ministry of Interior, 
101 Kneza Milosa, 11000 Belgrade, Serbia  
Tel : +381 11 306 2000/34-94   / Fax : +381 11 3621 947       E-mail: djbabic@mup.gov.rs; djordje.babic@mup.gov.rs 
 
Ms Radmila RANDJELOVIC 
International Cooperation Coordinator, Sector for Emergency Management, Ministry of Interior 
101 Kneza Milosa, 11000 Belgrade, Serbia  
Tel : +381 11 3621 947 / Fax : +381 11 3621 947       E-mail: radmila.randjelovic@mup.gov.rs 
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SPAIN / ESPAGNE 
M Sergio VALDIVIA ESTRELLA 
Chef du Cabinet de la Directrice Générale, Direction Generale de la protection civile et des urgences 
c/ Quintiliano 21 - 28002 MADRID  
Tel : +34 91 537 32 69 / Fax : +34 91 537 32 20       e-mail: svaldivia@procivil.mir.es 
 
TURKEY / TURQUIE  
Ms Nehir VAROL 
Director of AFEM, General Directorate of Disaster Affairs, Ministry of Public Works and Settlement, Afet Đşleri Genel 
Müdürlüğü, Avrupa Afet Eğitim Merkezi (AFEM), Eskişehir Yolu, 06800 Lodumlu, ANKARA  
Tel: +90 312 285 52 71 / Fax: +90 312 285 98 45       e-mail: nehir.varol@gmail.com; nehir.varol@afet.gov.tr; 

UKRAINE  

Mr Viktor POYARKOV 
Executive Director of the European Centre of Technological Safety, POB 13, KIEV 03110, Ukraine    
Tel: +380 44 332 59 05 / Fax: +380 44 270 85 90       E-mail: poyarkov@i.kiev.ua; vap@mipk.kiev.ua 

 
ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES / INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS 

 
INTERNATIONAL CIVIL DEFENCE ORGANIZATION (ICDO) /OR GANISATION 
INTERNATIONALE DE PROTECTION CIVILE (OIPC)  
Mr Stephane DAVIN 
Legal Advisor, International Civil Defense Organisation (ICDO) 
10-12 Chemin de Surville 12-13 Petit-Lancy, GENEVE 
Tel: +41 22 879 69 69 / Fax: +41 22 879 69 79       E-mail: icdo@icdo.org 
 
UN I.S.D.R. - INTERNATIONAL STRATEGY FOR DISASTER R EDUCTION /  
UN I.S.D.R. – STRATEGIE INTERNATIONALE DE LA PREVEN TION DES CATASTROPHES 
Mr Demetrio INNOCENTI 
Associate Expert, International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, UN/ISDR 
Palais des Nations, CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 
Tel: +41 22 917 19 21 / Fax: +41 22 917 8964       E-mail: innocenti@un.org 

 
OBSERVATEURS / OBSERVERS 

 
EUROPEAN FORUM FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL DISASTER MANA GEMENT  
FORUM EUROPEEN POUR LA GESTION DES CATASTROPHES AU NIVEAU LOCAL ET REGIONAL  
Mr Harrie JEURISSEN 
Secretary General, European Forum for Local and Regional Disaster Management 
Herdenkingsplein 25 D, NL – 6211 PX MAASTRICHT 
Tel. +31 6 518 405 36       E-mail: harrie.jeurissen@vng.nl 
 

EXPERTS 
 
M Jean-Mathias GOERENS 
Président de la Sous-commission Audit 
15, rue Raoul Folleraau, L-1529 Luxembourg 
Tel: +352.43.75.59 / Fax: +352.27.04.85.68       E-mail: jmg@pt.lu  
 
Mr Zoran MILUTINOVIC 
Chair of the network of Specialised Centres of the Agreement, Director, ECILS, Institute of Earthquake Engineering 
and Engineering Seismology, University « Ss. Cyril and Methodius » Skopje,  
Salvador Allende St. 73, P.O.Box 101  1000 SKOPJE “the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”   
Tel. +389.2 3107747 / Fax. +389.2 3112 163       E-mail: zoran@pluto.iziis.ukim.edu.mk   
 
Mr Roland PALMQVIST  
President of the Group of Local Authorities with Nuclear Facilities in Europe (GMF)  
Edvin Anderssons väg 7 E, 246 31 Löddeköpinge, Sweden 
Tel: +46 46 73 90 00 / Fax: +46 46 73 96 77       Email: roland.palmqvist@gmfeurope.org; 
roland.palmqvist@kavlinge.se   
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CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE/COUNCIL OF EUROPE 

 
SECRETARIAT EXECUTIF DE L’ACCORD EUR-OPA RISQUES MA JEURS 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT OF THE EUR-OPA MAJOR HAZARDS AGREEMENT  
 
Mr Eladio FERNANDEZ-GALIANO, Executive Secretary/ Secrétaire Exécutif 
Tel. +33.3.88.41.22.59 ; Fax. +33.3.88.41.27.87 ; e-mail: eladio.fernandez-galiano@coe.int   
 
Mr Francesc PLA, Secretary of the Committee of Permanent Correspondents / Secrétaire du Comité des 
Correspondants Permanents 
Tel. +33.3.90.21.49.30 ; Fax. +33.3.88.41.27.87 ; e-mail: francesc.pla@coe.int 
 
Mme Linda ROLLIN, Finances and Administration  
Tel +33.3.88.41.29.37 ; Fax. +33.3.88.41.27.87 ; e-mail: linda.rollin@coe.int 
 
Mme Tanya PESHOVSKA, Communication and Administration 
Tel. +33.3.88.30.27 ; Fax. +33.3.88.41.27.87 ; e-mail: tanya.peshovska@coe.int 

 
INTERPRETES / INTERPRETERS 

 
Mme Françoise COMTE 
99 Caversham Avenue, Palmers Green  GB N134LL LONDRES 
TELEPHON: 44 20 8882 4122 / PORTABLE: 44 7801 789 281       E-mail: fcomte@dsl.pipex.com 
 
Mme Anna WHEATCROFT 
15 Bettridge Rd  GB SW63 QH LONDRES 
TELEPHON: + 44 20 7731 34 54 / FAX: + 44 20 7731 34 54       E-mail: annawheatcroft@btinternet.com 
 
Mlle Véronique BROM 
57 rue de Gergovie  FR 75014 PARIS 
TELEPHON: 01 45 42 99 09 / PORTABLE: 06 73 97 35 44       E-mail: veronique_brom@yahoo.fr 
 
Ms Helena BAYLISS  
95a Lee Road  GB SE3 9EN LONDRES  
TELEPHON: 44 20 88 52 0319 / FAX: 44 20 8297 9619       E-mail: helenabayliss@aol.com   
 
M. Jan KROTKI  
4, rue du Pot de Fer  FR 75005 Paris  
TELEPHON: 01 45 87 88 15 / FAX: 01 45 87 85 41       E-mail: jan.krotki@gmail.com 
 
M. Charles SPEED  
61 boulevard des Invalides  FR 75007 PARIS  
TELEPHON: 01 43 06 68 08 / FAX: 01 43 06 92 81       E-mail: charles.speed@wanadoo.fr 
 
*************************************************** ********************************************* 
 

APOLOGISED / EXCUSES 
 
FRANCE / FRANCE  
Colonel Philippe NARDIN 
Relations Internationales, Direction de la Défense et de la Sécurité Civiles, Ministère de l’Intérieur 
87-95 quai du Docteur Dervaux, F – 92600 ASNIERES SUR SEINE 
Tel: +33 1 56 04 76 71/75 58 / Fax: +33 1 56 04 76 63/ 75 62       E-mail: philippe.nardin@interieur.gouv.fr 
 
GREECE / GRECE  
Mr Konstantinos MAKROPOULOS 
President of the Earthquake Planning and Protection Organisation (EPPO), President of the European Centre on 
Prevention and Forecasting of Earthquakes (ECPFE) 32 Xanthou Str., N. Psychiko, GR-15451 ATHENS 
Tel. +30.210.6728000 / Fax. +30.210.6728240       e-mail: kmacrop@geol.uoa.gr;  ecpfe@oasp.gr;  
sxatziandreou@oasp.gr; lpeli@oasp.gr 
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LIBAN / LEBANON  
Monsieur Alexandre SURSOCK 
Directeur, Centre National de Géophysique 
B.P. 16-5432 Achrafieh 1100-2040, BEYROUTH  
Tel: +9614-981885 / Fax:+9614-981886 E-mail: asursock@cnrs.edu.lb; asursock@wise.net.lb 
 
MOLDOVA / MOLDAVIE  
Ms Svetlana DROBOT 
Head of International Cooperation Division, Civil Protection and Emergency Situations  
69 Gheorghe Asachi Street, Chisinau, Moldova 
Tel: +373 22 73 85 06 / Fax: +373 22 73 85 01       Email: sdrobot@yahoo.com 
 
MOROCCO / MAROC  
Monsieur Said ELHADEQ 
Chef de Division des relations internationales, Direction générale de la Protection Civile 
Avenue Zerktouni, BP 4508 AKKARI, Rabat, Maroc 
Tel : +212 661 492 802 / Fax. +212 537 778 536       E-mail: elhadeq@hotmail.com  
 
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA / BOSNIE ET HERZEGOVINE  
Mr Samir AGIC 
Assistant Minister, Head of Department for Civil Protection, Ministry of Security of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
TRG BIH 1, 71000 SARAJEVO 
Tel: +387 33 21 99 23 - Ext. 7802 / Fax. +387.33.213629       E-mail: samir.agic@msb.gov.ba 
 
HOLY SEE / SAINT-SIEGE  
Mgr Aldo Giordano 
Observateur Permanent, Mission Permanente du Saint-Siège auprès du Conseil de l’Europe 
2, rue Le Nôtre, 67000 Strasbourg  
Tél : 03 88 35 02 44 – Fax 03 88 24 78 05       E-mail: saint.siege.strg@wanadoo.fr 
 
MONTENEGRO / MONTÉNÉGRO  
Mr Zoran BEGOVIC 
Deputy Minister, Ministry of Interior and Public Administration 
Bul Gavra Vukovica, 81000 PODGORICA 
Tel: +382 67 284 499 / Fax: +382 20 227 325       E-mail: begovicz@t-com.me; mup.emergency@t-com.me  
 
Ms Cristina PALAJSA-BACKOVIC 
Chief of Cabinet, Ministry of Interior and Public Administration, Sector for Emergency Management 
Bul Gavra Vukovica, 81000 PODGORICA 
Tel: +382 679 112 007 / Fax: +382 20 227 325       E-mail: mup.emergency.office@t-com.me 
 
SWITZERLAND / SUISSE 
Mr Giancarlo BULETTI 
Senior Adviser, Division of Multilateral Affairs and Special Assignments, Swiss Humanitarian Aid, Federal 
Department of Foreign Affairs, Sägestrasse 77, Köniz, CH – 3003 BERN    
Tel: +41.31.921.97.46 / Fax: +41.31.324.16.84       E-mail: giancarlo.buletti@bluewin.ch; 
giancarlo.buletti@deza.admin.ch 
 
ARAB BUREAU OF CIVIL PROTECTION AND RESCUE / BUREAU  ARABE DE PROTECTION CIVILE 
ET DE SAUVETAGE 
Mr Ali Mohamed Koumane 
Secretary General of the Council of the Arab Ministers of Interior 
Fax: +21671964416 or +21671964415 
 
COUNCIL OF EUROPE PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY / ASSEMBLE  PARLEMENTAIRE DU CONSEIL 
DE L’EUROPE 
Ms Agnès NOLLINGER 
Secretary of the Committee on the Environment, Agriculture and Local and Regional Affairs 
Email: agnes.nollinger@coe.int  
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COUNCIL OF EUROPE CONGRESS OF LOCAL AND REGIONAL AU THORITIES / CONGRÈS DES 
POUVOIRS LOCAUX ET RÉGIONAUX DU CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE  
Ms Marité MORAS 
Secrétaire de la Commission du Développement Durable, Congrès des Pouvoirs Locaux et Régionaux  
Tél: + 33 3 88 41 22 33 / Fax: + 33 3 88 41 37 47/27 51       E-mail : marite.moras@coe.int   
 
DEVELOPMENT BANK OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE / BANQUE DE DEVELOPPEMENT DU 
CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE  
M Sébastien RELLAND 
Chef du Service de la Prospective / Head of Prospective Analysis 
55 avenue Kléber, F-75116 Paris 
Tel: 33 (0)1 47 55 55 64 / Fax: 33 (0)1 47 55 71 55       E-mail : sebastien.relland@coebank.org 
 
EUROPEAN COMMISSION / COMMISSION EUROPEENNE  
Mr Thomas de LANNOY 
Civil Protection Unit, European Commission 
DG Environment A.3 BU-9 2/185 B-1049 Brussels 
Tel +32 2 29 86796 / Fax +32 2 29 90314       E-mail: thomas.de-lannoy@ec.europa.eu  
 
EUROPEAN FORUM FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL DISASTER MANA GEMENT  
FORUM EUROPEEN POUR LA GESTION DES CATASTROPHES AU NIVEAU LOCAL ET REGIONAL  
Mr Jan MANS 
President, European Forum for Local and Regional Disaster Management 
Herdenkingsplein 25 D, NL – 6211 PX MAASTRICHT 
Tel. +31 6 387 596 03       E-mail: janmans@home.nl; 
 
UNESCO 
Monsieur Badaoui ROUHBAN 
Director, Section for Disaster Reduction, UNESCO 
1, rue Miollis, F - 75732 Paris Cedex 15   
Tel: 0033 1 45 68 41 20 / Fax: 0033 1 45 68 58 20       E-mail: b.rouhban@unesco.org  
 
UNITED NATIONS INSTITUTE FOR TRAINING AND RESEARCH (UNITAR) / INSTITUT DES NATIONS 
UNIES POUR LA FORMATION ET LA RECHERCHE (UNITAR)  
Mr. Francesco PISANO 
Head, Institutional Relations, UNOSAT, United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR), Palais des 
Nations, CH – 1211 GENEVA  
Tel. +41.22.817 87 20       E-mail: francesco.pisano@unitar.org   
 
M Michel VIGNEAUX 
Président Sous-commission “Programmes” 
Résedence Saint-Gènes 3, rue Borda F-33000 Bordeaux 
Fax: +33 5 5675 24 25       Email: vigneaux.fer@wanadoo.fr 
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APPENDIX 2 
 

DRAFT AGENDA 
 

1. WELCOME BY THE CROATIAN AUTHORITIES AND ADOPTION OF  THE AGENDA   
 AP/CAT(2009)OJ 8 rev: Draft Agenda 

 
2. RECALL OF THE LAST MEETING OF THE PERMANENT CORRESP ONDENTS   
 AP/CAT(2009)17: Conclusions of the Meeting of the Permanent Correspondents, Paris, 6-7 April 2009 
 
3. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CHAIR, DELEGATIONS AND EXEC UTIVE SECRETARY 
  

� Civil Protection structure and policy of Serbia 
 
4. INVOLVEMENT IN INTERNATIONAL INITIATIVES 
 

� Participation in the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction (Geneva, 16-19 June 2009) 
 AP/CAT(2009)15: Contribution of the Major Hazards Agreement to the Hyogo Framework of Action 

� Development of the network of European national platforms for disaster risk reduction 
 AP/CAT(2009)11: Minutes of the meeting of the National Platforms for disaster risk reduction  

� Role and activities of the Arab Bureau of Civil Protection and Rescue 
� Cooperation with the Group of European Municipalities with Nuclear Facilities 

 
5. PROGRESS OF 2009 ACTIVITIES 
  

� European and Mediterranean Workshop on Climate change impact on water-related and marine risks (Murcia, 
Spain, 26-27 October 2009) 

 AP/CAT(2009)07: Announcement and Programme 
� Activities of the Working Groups 
- on awareness and education to risk at school level 
- on the role of local and regional authorities in major hazard management 
- on cultural heritage and risk 

� Activities of the Centres 
- Quick overview 
- Information on the audits carried out in 2009 

 
6. DRAFT RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

� Draft recommendation on cultural heritage and climate change 
 AP/CAT(2009)20 

� Draft recommendation on national platforms 
 AP/CAT(2009)27 
 
7. PLANNED ACTIVITIES FOR 2010 
 

� Draft budget for 2010 
 AP/CAT(2009)21 

� Guidelines for the 2010 programme of activities 
 AP/CAT(2009)22 

� Proposals from the Specialised Centres 
 AP/CAT(2009)53 

� Draft agenda of the Ministerial Session 
 AP/CAT(2009)OJ9 
 
8. ELECTION OF THE CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIRS OF THE COMMIT TEE OF PERMANENT 

CORRESPONDENTS 
 
9. DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT MEETING 
 
10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 



 20 

 APPENDIX 3 
 

Recommendation 2009 - 1 of the Committee of Permanent Correspondents,  
adopted at its 57th meeting in Dubrovnik, Croatia (15-16 October 2009), on  
Vulnerability of Cultural Heritage to Climate Chang e 
 
 
The Committee of Permanent Correspondents of the European and Mediterranean Major Hazards 
Agreement (EUR-OPA), 
 
Noting that extreme weather events are expected to increase in frequency and intensity in the next 
decades as a result of climate change; 
 
Recognising that climate change is an important threat to cultural heritage, likely to increase in 
the coming years; 
 
Conscious that the foreseen changes in temperature and rainfall in Europe and the whole 
Mediterranean Region will affect the conservation of the cultural heritage, and that rising 
temperatures, increased or decreased humidity and the frequency of floods, forest fires, coastal 
erosion, landslides, heat waves, droughts, sea level rise and change in groundwater patterns will 
have consequences on the stability of historical buildings, integrity of archaeological sites and 
conservation of materials and collections that may result if their further deterioration or ageing; 
 
Conscious that the deterioration and, in some cases, loss, of cultural heritage would have negative 
consequences for European and Mediterranean societies, in particular because of its value as a 
source of identity and livelihood; 
 
Noting that the preservation of existing heritage structures and traditional building materials and 
methods have advantages in terms of carbon footprint over building new structures and producing 
new materials; 
 
Mindful of the global dimension of this problem and of the responsibilities of European and 
Mediterranean states at the world scale, as signatories of numerous international treaties, 
agreements and strategies within the United Nations system and the Council of Europe; 
 
Recognising that landscapes form part of cultural heritage, but conscious that the effect of climate 
change on landscapes requires a more specific approach, given the relevance of their biological, 
environmental and agricultural components;  
 
 
Recommend Member States to: 
 
1. assess the risk to cultural heritage from climate change, including sites, building and 
objects that may be affected both by climate-related events and/or by gradual change in 
environmental conditions; 
 
2. identify those cultural assets at higher risk and evaluate necessary preventive and 
adaptation measures; 
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3. promote the adoption of emergency planning for those sites most vulnerable to events 
such as floods, landslides, coastal erosion and extreme weather-related events; 
 
4. assess the potential impact of mitigation measures, such as renovation of buildings for 
improved heating efficiency, on cultural heritage; 
 
5. promote at the national level inter-agency cooperation on climate change and cultural 
heritage, integrating heritage concerns into disaster risk-reduction policies; 
 
6. encourage international cooperation on vulnerability of cultural heritage to climate 
change, favouring research, action and synergies among international organisations in this field 
and promoting exchanges of knowledge and experiences within member states and also with 
other non-member states; 
 
7. integrate as appropriate cultural heritage into the adaptation policies to be promoted at 
international climate change negotiations; 
 
8. promote training among heritage professionals aimed to recognise and deal with climate 
change impacts of cultural heritage; 
 
9. foster the inclusion of the appropriate courses within education institutions on the science 
and management of cultural heritage in a context of climate change; 
 
10. promote and support research on the effects of climate change on cultural heritage, 
including adaptation and prediction strategies, in particular on : 
 
 a. vulnerability of materials to climate change; 
 
 b. development of tools to monitor and manage change; 
 
 c. effects of lowering water tables and coastal erosion on archaeological sites  
 and built heritage; 
 
 d. increase in bio-deterioration risk for cultural assets; 
 
 e. economic evaluation of heritage loss and degradation as a result of climate  
 change 
 
11. encourage local and regional authorities and people with responsibility on managing 
cultural heritage to be aware of the risks to sites, buildings and objects from a changing climate. 
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APPENDIX 4 
 

Recommendation 2009 - 2 of the Committee of Permanent Correspondents,  
adopted at its 57th meeting in Dubrovnik, Croatia (15-16 October 2009), on 
the promotion and strengthening of national platforms for disaster risk reduction 
 
 
The Committee of Permanent Correspondents of the European and Mediterranean Major Hazards 
Agreement (EUR-OPA), 
 
Taking into account the Hyogo Framework for Action which sets among its 2005-2015 priorities 
for action support for the creation and strengthening of national platforms for disaster risk 
reduction and recalling that the priorities for action adopted in 2006 at the Marrakech Ministerial 
Session of the European and Mediterranean Major Hazards Agreement also include the 
promotion of national platforms for disaster risk reduction; 
 
Aware that national platforms on disaster risk reduction as multi-stakeholder and multi-sectoral 
for a are  effective mechanisms to facilitate and support coordination across sectors and 
disciplines, to promote exchange of information and dialogue at national, regional and local level 
and to inter-link science and the operational sector in order to raise awareness for  risk reduction; 
 
Aware also that only a few of the 26 member States of the EUR-OPA Agreement have so far set 
up national platforms and wishing to promote and support new platforms, including those already 
planned; 
 
Noting with interest the ISDR document “Guidelines for National Platforms for Disaster Risk 
Reduction” which provides guidance to establish or strengthen national platforms for disaster risk 
reduction and describes the objectives, advantages, principles and major functions of national 
platforms for disaster risk reduction; 
  
 
Recommend member States of the EUR-OPA Agreement to: 
 
1. consider the creation of a national platform on disaster risk reduction and, where 
appropriate, the strengthening of existing national platforms; 
 
2. give formal recognition to the national platforms for disaster risk reduction, ensuring 
their role in promoting dialogue among the different institutional and private actors involved in 
disaster risk reduction; 
 
3. involve local and regional authorities in national platforms as well as the relevant  
administrations, technical and scientific institutions, rescuers and appropriate non governmental 
organisations, civil society bodies and the private sector; 
 
4. ensure, as appropriate, that the national platform for disaster risk reduction is supported 
by a body or an institution able to liaise all relevant national partners, promote improvement of 
disaster risk reduction policies, planning and practice; 
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5. use the potential of  national platforms for disaster risk reduction to promote a better 
information of the public and decision makers on risk, promoting the improvement in society of a 
culture of risk; 
 
6. provide as appropriate sufficient means for national platforms on disaster risk reduction, 
at the same time making more judicious use of existing resources to permit them to efficiently 
carry out their coordination and networking activities; 
 
7. use national platforms as fora to promote new ideas on disaster risk reduction and to 
analyse the challenges, shortcomings or values of existing disaster risk reduction policies, 
including the lessons learnt from recent disasters or emergency situations; 
 
8. associate national platforms in the implementation of risk prevention and adaptation 
policies in the field of spatial planning, city planning and building; 
 
9. communicate to the Secretariat of the EUR-OPA Major Hazards Agreement and to the 
UN/ISDR Secretariat, plans to establish national platforms for disaster risk reduction so that both 
Secretariats may provide guidance, support, training and expertise as required; 
 
10. communicate the creation of national platforms to both the Secretariat of the EUR-OPA 
Major Hazards Agreement and to the UN/ISDR Secretariat; 
 
11. promote the participation of national platforms for disaster risk reduction into regional 
coordination initiatives so experiences from national platforms for disaster risk reduction may be 
shared with other European and Mediterranean States. 
 


