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• The Open Partial Agreement (OPA) of the Council of Europe (CoE)  
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• National Technical University of Athens, Greece (NTUA)  
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Participation of more than 150 experts, operational people and representatives from 

the UNISDR, WADEM, EC Civil Protection Unit and the Council of Europe 



The workshop aimed at:  

Developing a network of people and organizations which will encourage and reinforce 

research and development of procedures capable of supporting vulnerable groups in case of 

a natural disaster (earthquake, forest fire) 

Expected outputs included  the identification of policies and strategies in order to 

increase the capabilities for coping with disasters, focusing on people with disabilities. 

 



MAIN TOPICS OF THE AGENDA 

•  Human rights and disasters : An overview 

 

•  Adapting search and rescue operations:  
 

     - How to search and rescue the elderly and 

people with disabilities (e.g. mobility problems, 

sight or hearing impairment) 

     - What are the existing approaches; Identify 

the gaps 

     - Define new requirements 

 

•  Enhancing emergency plans 

 

•  Preparedness and preventive measures 

 

•  Building a common understanding- 

Recommendations 



RESULTS: A catalogue of ideas 

• By using article No 121 of declaration of human rights about discrimination the 

Council of Europe legally support rights and concrete actions  

 

• There is a need to clarify the various definitions of concept used and particularly the 

concept of vulnerable groups: not only disabled but also hard to reach people   

  

• Build on existing laws and codes is needed-Extend them to include elements of 

human rights based approach, especially in the field of disaster prevention and 

reduction   

 

• There is a need to develop and introduce in appropriate way relevant supplements 

to the texts of United Nations “The standard rules on the equalization of 

opportunities for people with disabilities”   

 

• Implementation of the UN convention of 2006 about disabled (A/61/611 Distr.: 

General, 6 December 2006) may be taken into consideration  

 



• Expand current national guidelines, considering issues on human rights and disaster 

management   

 

• Consider international guidelines on the subject such as the UN Inter-Agency Standing 

Committee (IASC)  

 

• Cannot stick to either conceptual approaches or to purely operative measures: both 

domain need each other to be efficient globally 

   

• A list/inventory of existing USAR protocols and technologies used is need  

 

• Location of people with disabilities (hearing or sight impairment), as well as unconscious 

victims is very difficult- It seems that human body smell is very critical as a location 

method (“chemical signs of life”) 

  

• People with disabilities today are over 10% in the world (about 650 million of people) and 

consist 15% of the EU population. 

 

• The existence of a social environment and social networking could be proven very 

significant for persons with disabilities   

   

 

  



FOREST FIRE NET (FFNet) Volume 6  

a Special Issue on the proceedings of the workshop  

can available at: http://fiactu.ntua.gr/images/files/ffnet_6.pdf 

 

 

 

 

All presentations can be available at: 
http://www.sgl-eu.org/ 

 

 

 

For more information please contact: 
 

Prof. Milt Statheropoulos, European Center for Forest Fires 

E-mail: stathero@orfeas.chemeng.ntua.gr 

http://fiactu.ntua.gr/images/files/ffnet_6.pdf
http://www.sgl-eu.org/
http://www.sgl-eu.org/
http://www.sgl-eu.org/

