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"Including People with Disabilities in Disaster Preparedness and Response”
Paris, 22.-23.10.2013.

Workshop on:
“Human rights in Disasters: Search and Rescue Operations in disasters
especially for vulnerable people”
(5th & 6th of November 2009 , Athens, Greece)

Organized by:

* The Open Partial Agreement (OPA) of the Council of Europe (CoE)
* General Secretariat for Civil Protection, Greece (GSCP)
* National Technical University of Athens, Greece (NTUA)

+ Second Generation Locator for Urban Search and Rescue operations —
“SGL for USaR” (EU FP7 project) hitp://www.sgl-eu.org/
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Participation of more than 150 experts, operational people and representatives from
the UNISDR, WADEM, EC Civil Protection Unit and the Council of Europe
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The workshop aimed at:

Developing a network of people and organizations which will encourage and reinforce
research and development of procedures capable of supporting vulnerable groups in case of
a natural disaster (earthquake, forest fire)

Expected outputs included the identification of policies and strategies in order to
increase the capabilities for coping with disasters, focusing on people with disabilities.




MAIN TOPICS OF THE AGENDA

Human rights and disasters : An overview

Adapting search and rescue operations:

- How to search and rescue the elderly and
people with disabilities (e.g. mobility problems,
sight or hearing impairment)

- What are the existing approaches; ldentify
the gaps

- Define new requirements

Enhancing emergency plans
Preparedness and preventive measures

Building a common understanding-

Recommendations
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ll Program:
Thursday, 5 Movember 2009

B:30-500
900-10:30

(offee
Welcome and Opening address
“Wel coming address”™ Prof. Konstantinos Moutz ouris,
Rectarofthe N ationalTachnical University of Athens (NTUW, GR
“Councd of Evropeand Hemanrights™
Mr F=ncesc Pla, Deputy to the Becutive Sametary, EUR-DPA Major Hazards Agreement of the Coundl
of Europe
“Emergency response and vilnerable groups ™
Driiga Kakaliagou, General Semetariat for Civil Protection, GR

s amd preventive measures”
Prof. Ko nstamtinos Makepou los, D iector of the Buropaan Centre on Prevention and Fomeasting of
Earthquakes (ECPFE), GR
“Disaster Risk Reductinn and the protection of volmerable
peaple-Preparedmess and preventive meas mres ™
MrStepan Badalan, Diractor of Eusopean Interragional Scentific and Edueational Centre on Major Rk
Management {ECRM), Permanent Coreespand entof Armenia in EUR- 0P Major Hazands, AM
“Ethics and human factor in the FPT projed “Second Genenation Loartor for Urban S earch
and Rescue openations — 561 for USaR™
Prof. Milt Statheropoubos, Coomdinator of the *SEL for USaR” projedt, Director of the Eurmpean Center
for [Forest [Fres (ECFF), GR

[ Session I: Human rights in disasters-An overview

10E30-10:45
10:45-12:00

12400-13:00

Coffeabreak

Presentations [Moderator: Mr Francesc Pla, Council of Europe]

“Human Rights and Disaster Risk Redoction™

Mr Demetrio Innocenf, United Nations, international Stratagies for Disa ster Reduction (LKA SDR)

“Human rights in emergencysituations”

MrGaert Seynaeve, President, Bduction Committesof World Assocition for disaster and Emesgancy Madi

cine (WADEM), Member of the Banard, Assistant Editor of the journal “Prehospital and Disaster Medicne™
“Bioethics in Emergency and Crisis intorvention™

Mrs Beatrice Toussaint, Officer in Chief for Sdentific Research, Belgian Ministry of Health

“The sitwation in the Grand-Dodry of Luxem bowng: legal and proctical aspects ™

Mr Jaan - Mathizs Goerens, Tachnical Couns el 1o the Rescue and Emergency Admini stetion, LU
Presentations [Moderator: Prof Konstantinos Makropoulas, ECPFE]

“PROMYLIFE: a proje dealing withtheprotedion of viiimerable groops from

it disrsters”™

Murs Eleni Syrrakou, Project Coondinator, Dewvelopmen t Enterprise of Achaia Prefecture (NEA), GR

“Earthquake Protaction Policy for People with Disabdlities in Greece ™

Murs (Chrysa Gou mromichou, Geolbgist Mec., Earthquake Planning and Protection Organization (EPPO, &R
“Organi artion of seardh & resaneope rati ons in Ulkrainedoring [argescnle emengency sit rtions”
Mr Valo dymiyr Demchu k' and Mr Sergiy Jibste?,

TMinistryof Ukraine of Emergendes and Affais ofPo pulation Protection from thelomsequeances of
Chernabyl Catastrophe, * Katianal University of Life and Environmental S dences, UA
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RESULTS: A catalogue of ideas

By using article No 121 of declaration of human rights about discrimination the
Council of Europe legally support rights and concrete actions

There is a need to clarify the various definitions of concept used and particularly the
concept of vulnerable groups: not only disabled but also hard to reach people

Build on existing laws and codes is needed-Extend them to include elements of
human rights based approach, especially in the field of disaster prevention and
reduction

There is a need to develop and introduce in appropriate way relevant supplements
to the texts of United Nations “The standard rules on the equalization of
opportunities for people with disabilities”

Implementation of the UN convention of 2006 about disabled (A/61/611 Distr.:
General, 6 December 2006) may be taken into consideration
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« Expand current national guidelines, considering issues on human rights and disaster
management

« Consider international guidelines on the subject such as the UN Inter-Agency Standing
Committee (IASC)

« Cannot stick to either conceptual approaches or to purely operative measures: both
domain need each other to be efficient globally

« Alist/inventory of existing USAR protocols and technologies used is need
» Location of people with disabilities (hearing or sight impairment), as well as unconscious
victims is very difficult- It seems that human body smell is very critical as a location

method (“chemical signs of life”)

« People with disabilities today are over 10% in the world (about 650 million of people) and
consist 15% of the EU population.

« The existence of a social environment and social networking could be proven very
significant for persons with disabilities
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FOREST FIRE NET (FFNet) Volume 6
a Special Issue on the proceedings of the workshop
can available at: http://flactu.ntua.gr/images/files/finet 6.pdf

Special Issue with the proceedings of the Workshop:
"Human rights in Disasters: Search and Rescue Operations in

All presentations can be available at:

Forest Fire Net is published by

http://www.sgl-eu.orqg/ s

for Forest Fires (ECFF)
Athens 2009

For more information please contact:

Prof. Milt Statheropoulos, European Center for Forest Fires
E-mail: stathero@orfeas.chemeng.ntua.gr
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