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San Marino Declaration
Final Declaration of the European Conference on

 “The religious dimension of intercultural dialogue” 
San Marino, 23 and 24 April 2007

1. The European Conference on “the religious dimension of intercultural dialogue”, which took place on 23 and 24 April 2007 under the auspices of the San Marino chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe, was a milestone in the efforts made to promote, stimulate and develop intercultural dialogue in Europe, and in particular its religious dimension. Gathered in San Marino, the representatives of the main bodies of the Council of Europe, the governments of Council of Europe member states, religions traditionally present in Europe and civil society, assisted by experts, discussed the implications of cultural and religious diversity in Europe for the strengthening of European co-operation based on shared values. 
2. Increasing cultural diversity, induced by both the broader geographical scope of European co-operation and its increased openness, has given rise to challenges and opportunities which have to be taken into account in order to foster a richer dialogue with and between cultures. The Republic of San Marino, currently chairing the Committee of Ministers, has made this subject its main priority. Since the Third Summit of Heads of State and Government (Warsaw, Poland, May 2005) and the Conference of European Ministers responsible for cultural affairs (Faro, Portugal, October 2005), the Council of Europe in its entirety has been actively promoting the democratic management of diversity. In this respect, the conference is a further contribution to the implementation of the Action Plan agreed on at the Summit. 
3. The conference followed on from the activities and conclusions of the international conferences on “Dialogue, tolerance and education: the concerted action of the Council of Europe and the religious communities” (Kazan, 22-23 February 2006) and “Dialogue of Cultures and Inter-Faith Cooperation”, (Nizhniy Novgorod, 7-8 September 2006). The “Volga Forum Declaration”, adopted at the latter conference, has particularly inspired the discussions in San Marino. Numerous references were also made to the conferences organised since 2000 by the Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights, to the initiatives taken by the Parliamentary Assembly, the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities and the Conference of INGOs of the Council of Europe over the past few years. Participants welcomed the European Campaign for Diversity, Human Rights and Participation - “All different- All equal”.
4. The participants reaffirmed their commitment to the shared values, which constitute the very foundation of the Council of Europe, namely universal, inalienable and indivisible human rights, democracy and the rule of law. Many among them noted that these values were rooted in Europe’s cultural, religious and humanist heritage. The participants also wished to underline their attachment to the development of more inclusive and cohesive societies in Europe.
5.
The participants expressed their conviction that it was necessary to promote intercultural dialogue and its religious dimension with all interested parties and highlighted the importance of cooperating with religious communities, together with public authorities and other social actors, to create favourable conditions for communities living together in Europe. They nevertheless expressed their concerns over recent acts of violence marked by religious intolerance. 
6. 
Beyond the wide range of national situations, particularly with regard to the social impact of religions or the emergence of new forms of religious belief, they noted that there was a trend in a number of member states towards more intensive interaction between the public authorities, religious institutions and/or communities and civil society. Although the main aim is to ensure effective safeguards in a democratic society for the right to freedom of religion or a particular worldview, including its dimensions of collective practice, this dialogue often also endeavours to improve the living together. The participants recommended that the examples of good practice presented in this respect during the conference should be widely disseminated, especially at local level. 

7. 
The representatives of religions and civil society welcomed the interest shown by the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe with a view to establishing its own open and transparent dialogue with the religious communities and civil society based on the Organisation’s values. They expressed their interest in taking part in this exercise and their willingness to contribute through their debates to its success. They also noted that, in so doing, the Council of Europe intended to maintain its neutral attitude towards the various religions and to take full account of the three following principles: (1) the need to respect freedom of thought, conscience and religion as guaranteed under Article 9 of the ECHR, (2) the equality of rights and duties of all citizens irrespective of their religious belonging, (3) the respective autonomy of state and religions. The Council of Europe will further take due account of the role and specific status of religious communities in each European country.

8. 
The Conference examined the role of the religious dimension of intercultural dialogue. Religions can indeed elevate or enhance the objectives of dialogue and help ensure that it is undertaken whilst respecting certain essential conditions, namely a shared ambition to protecting the dignity of every human being, by promoting human rights, including equality between women and men, strengthening social cohesion and fostering understanding and harmony between the different cultures present on our continent. In this perspective, the religious dimension of our cultures should be reflected in an appropriate manner in education systems and public debates, including in the media, in societies respecting freedom of expression as guaranteed by Article 10 of the European Convention for Human Rights.

9. 
The discussions also highlighted the role of beliefs and convictions in affirming one’s identity, and the place of religions in contemporary culture and the cultural heritage. The participants underlined the importance of promoting democratic citizenship, mutual knowledge of cultures and teaching about religions.
10. 
The participants noted the fact that the Council of Europe intends to publish a “White Paper on Intercultural Dialogue” by the end of 2007, which would set out the Organisation’s main policy orientations in this field and provide policy-makers and practitioners at national, regional and local levels with guidelines and analytical and methodological tools for promoting intercultural dialogue. It would be drafted following an open and inclusive consultation of all stakeholders in intercultural dialogue, namely: the governments of Council of Europe member states, members of the Parliamentary Assembly, local and regional authorities, religious communities and civil society. The participants welcomed the opportunity provided by the conference to put forward their points of view on such an exercise and expressed their wish to be associated with the follow up given to the conclusions of this document, in which the religious dimension would be an important element.
11. 
At the end of their work, the participants agreed that in view of its achievements in standard setting and competence in the field of human rights, democracy and the rule of law, the Council of Europe provided a particularly appropriate framework for promoting intercultural dialogue and enhancing its religious dimension. They noted that the Council of Europe regards the participation of women in that process as very important. 
12. 
The representatives of religions and civil society congratulated the Council of Europe for launching an in-depth discussion on the subject of dialogue with religious communities and civil society and for making a constructive proposal for holding annual exchanges on the religious dimension of intercultural dialogue. They wished that this open and transparent dialogue based on the values of the Council of Europe be set up, in a spirit of consultation, as from 2008. They also suggested that the NGOs active in the human rights and education groupings of the INGO Conference be fully associated to this process. In this regard, they considered that these meetings could in future, following an evaluation of their usefulness, serve as a platform for exchanges on the implementation of the recommendations of the White Paper, in particular those concerning the religious dimension of intercultural dialogue. 

13. 
They warmly welcomed the forthcoming publication of a White Paper on Intercultural Dialogue and the broad consultation process. They saw it as an expression of the Council of Europe’s willingness to develop a long-term policy in favour of such a dialogue. The White Paper would help highlight the constructive responses that democratic societies are required to give to the challenges posed by cultural diversity. The Conference allowed to collect a high number of proposals. The proposal was made that the Council of Europe elaborate a normative text on education in human rights and for democratic citizenship 
14. 
The participants expressed their gratitude to the San Marino Chairmanship of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe for the initiative and for organising the conference, which has given a new and important impetus to the joint efforts to promote intercultural dialogue and its religious dimension on our continent.
