Award of the “Pro Merito” medal of the Council of Europe
to Ms Barbel Bauer

Ms Béarbel Bauer has been awarded the Council obf&uiPro Merito
medal for her commitment to the Organisation’s galand work.

The Director General of Democracy, Ms Snezana S@tigakMarkovic,
presented the medal during the award ceremony oM&@42012 at the
Palais de I'Europe where she honoured Ms Bauemsnttment to the
work of the Council of Europe, in particular to tRestalozzi Programme
(the Council of Europe training programme for ediacaprofessionals)
\ Nl Y in Which she has been

AN actively involved for
the past 25 years. The
| ceremony was attended
by a delegation from the
Ministry of Education
\ | of the Land Baden-
B Wirttemberg and from
the Academy of Bad
Wildbad where regular
training seminars in
cooperation with the

Pestalozzi Programme are taking place.

Ms Olof Olafsdottir, Director of Democratic Citizenshipand
Participation, Mr Sjur Bergan, Head of the Educafizepartment as well
as the staff of the Pestalozzi Programme were ptésethis ceremony.

Earlier that day the delegation had the opportubitymeet with the
Director of Democratic Citizenship and Participatids Olof Olafsdottir
and her colleagues, Mr Sjur Bergan, Head of thecBtilon Department
and Mr Josef Huber, Head of the Pestalozzi Progmtoniook back over
the years of fruitful cooperation. But also to diss changes that have
happened over the years, and more specificallyhm rtecent past.
Changes in society influence the context of ourkwein particular the
work of all teachers

and teacher trainers
The recent change
within the Council of
Europe itself also have
implications for the
future. At the meeting



the participants looked ahead and explored howirtip®rtant work on
teacher education can be continued in the mostteféeand efficient
ways in this changed context. Working for educatamd in particular
education for democracy is still as important asrefPerhaps even more
so today than a couple of decades ago.

Who would have thought, in 1978, when the coopematwith Baden-
Wirttemberg began that today, almost 35 years, lat@r one hundred
training activities have been organised and ruettogy. Several thousand
teachers, school heads, teacher trainers and ediueation professionals
have discovered the Council of Europe, the vaares principles which
it stands for. They have become familiar with ptojects in the field of
education: policy guidelines and tools for the ptemers. They have not
only discovered what guidance and support they dramv from these
outcomes, but also experienced a real Europeamdioreto their work.
Getting to know eacha’h\-g..;___ﬁ
other, finding out that gi(; »
the main challenges ar 3 <

wherever we may find &
ourselves on this: .. pestalza Progranme
continent. They have| = ‘o
learned that
understanding eacly
other and workingQi
together is as importa
as the key issues whic
were dealt with: democratic citizenship, multipesivity in hlstory
teaching and learning, languages and intercultoaimunication, media
literacy, prevention of discrimination, of violene@d of crimes against
humanity; these are just some of the major thefmmegraining seminars
have dealt with. And the focus on a pedagogy ante#odology which
Is appropriate and effective with regard to thdsiedives.

Ms Bauer has been the pedagogical advisor at tde¥ay of In-Service
Training and Capacity building for Schools of theand Baden-
Wirttemberg responsible for the Council of Europaning seminars
organised in cooperation with Baden-Wiurttemberg alonost 25 years
(since 1988) - first in Donaueschingen and theldad Wildbad.

Throughout the years, Ms Bauer has demonstratecep gbersonal
commitment to the principles and values of the @duof Europe in
education such as democracy, human rights and hungaity, mutual



understanding, and equality in difference. Shedw®ted her efforts to
the practice of education and also paid speciahatin to the needs of
trainers_and trainees, not only as professionals,atso as people, as
individuals. For several thousand European educgtiofessionals from
across the continent who have attended thesertgaggminars her name
will always remain linked to the Council of Europe.



