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Anti-discrimination campaign in Slovenia
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Speak out against discrimination campaign started in Slovenia at the beginning of the year with 3 months outdoor campaign that covered the whole Slovenia with billboards bringing out the campaign image. In the following months the Information office in Ljubljana organised special events – called Spaces of Otherness - introducing the most discriminated ethnic groups in Slovenia (from ex-Yugoslavia, Roma, Moslems, immigrants). As all this groups face hate speech, this was the issue debated at the first – opening round table, where besides some experts, young debaters were pro et contra for more severe punishment of hate speech. In the following round tables the representatives of the discriminated groups were given the voice and the opportunity to present their culture and the problems they face. With the appeal to the media they also helped breaking the stereotypes.  
During the campaign IOCE Ljubljana tried to put a special impact on children and their education in the way which would help them to understand the world of diversity and the importance of tolerance. Therefore all round tables were recorded by independent multimedia company Studio 12 and are available on web:

· On hate speech
· "Fužine -model of intercultural dialogue or the most dangerous part of Ljubljana?"

· 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.s12.si/component/option,com_seyret/Itemid,63/task,videodirectlink/id,817/" 

"Equal opportunities in education - also for Roma children?"

· "Slovene Muslims or Muslim Slovenes? Challenges of transformation of European public and national cultures”
· “How Slovenia and Europe hear the voice of refugees”
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To involve children all around Slovenia the IOCE Ljubljana together with main children and youth magazine PIL and PLUS organised a creative competition for children ''Why diversity enriches us?''. It ran from March to May, under the patronage of The Prime Minister of Slovenia. Some 60 works by 200 children (7 to 15 years) from 40 schools from all around Slovenia were received among which 21 works were awarded. On 17 June the winners attended first the awarding ceremony at the IOCE Ljubljana and the reception by the Prime Minister in the Presidential palace, with the presence of the Minister of Education. 

The winning works were exhibited in the windows of the IOCE Ljubljana until 1 September. They have also been exhibited at the largest children’s fair “Otroški bazar” in Ljubljana from 10 to 13th September and then again at the national Parliament for the international conference on children’s rights and protection against violence (October 6-7).
Slovenia Council of Europe Information Office:  http://www.coe.si/sl/
