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	Assises Intrenationales du Journalisme et de l’information

(International Symposium on Journalism and Information)

Palais de l’Europe – Strasbourg - 16.11.2010 – 18.11.2010 



	Journalism, Sport & Discrimination – Don’t be off side! 


	Location
	Palais de l’Europe – Strasbourg 


	Dates & Time
	17 November 2010

14.00 – 16.30 - (Preparatory Lunch – Palais de l’Europe – 12.00 – Blue Restaurant) 


	Context

	In   many countries in Europe, the media, especially in television and radio,   for the past fifteen  years, more or less,  have developed  a range of voluntary initiatives around recruitment  and editorial policies in particular. These were aimed at promoting the expression of diversity as well as fighting discrimination within our European societies. Today such voluntary initiatives are spreading throughout Europe but a lot of questions have been raised about how effective they are, their limitations and their real global impact.

At the same time, sports arenas, particularly, if not exclusively football stadiums, were the stage for expressions of hate where abuse was levelled against players and supporters perceived as ‘the other’, as different from ‘our side’. Coverage by the media of sport events can increase, or decrease the impact of such abuse.  In addition, in the media, sports coverage can give a wholly unbalanced representation of the diversity of today’s European societies. As little as 5 per cent of coverage, for example, is of women’s sport.

Organised within the framework of the Speak out against discrimination Campaign of the Council of Europe and in partnership with the Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport of the Council of Europe, the debate Journalism, Sport and Discrimination – Don’t be offside! Aims to give an overview of the role the media and their professionals can have regarding the fight against discrimination – all kinds of discrimination – and expressions of diversity – all diversities – in the specific field of sport journalism. Because the media and professional journalists contribute to informing the public and building opinion, the production and distribution of high quality and professional information should contribute to the fight against discrimination and to the expression of cultural diversity, particularly in sport.

Based on a range of stories and direct experiences reported by journalists, journalism trainers and researchers, sportsmen and women, and leaders of European sport associations, and featuring extracts from two documentaries, one broadcast by Canal+ ( France) and one by Channel 4 (United Kingdom), this debate will present a state-of-play on actions initiated in Europe, in particular by and with the media, to fight against discrimination in sport.  Accompanied by a preliminary survey, made within the framework of the antidiscrimination campaign and the Enlarged Partial Agreement on Sport and entitled Sport Journalism, racism and discrimination; which training for which solution?  this plenary session will also introduce proposed recommendations for allowing journalists as well as leaders of sports associations, sportsmen and women, and also supporters to play their part fully in the fight against discrimination in sport.

The panellists and also the audience for this debate will be asked how to improve the proposals, to discuss, to criticise and to complete this state-of-play in order to find ways to progress the fight against discrimination and the expression of cultural diversity in the information produced and disseminated by the media industry in Europe in relation to sports coverage.


	Contributors
	Facilitator *
Reynald BLION - Media & Diversity Manager, Campagne Dites Non à la Discrimination – Council of Europe 

Media Consultant 

Fiona Chesterton – United Kingdom – Media Consultant. Former BBC journalist, Report on Sport journalism, discrimination and racism 

Contributors 

Prisca Bruno Massao – Norway, Researcher, Norwegian School of Support. Recently published research on racism in sport in Norway

Willem Houwen – Kosovo, Journalism Trainer. Kosovo Institute of Journalism and Communication 

Yoann Lemaire – France, Amateur football player 

Michel Royer – France, Journalist – Documentary Director "Sports et homosexualité, c'est quoi le problème?
Drazen Lalic, Lecturer on "Political and Social Aspects of Sports", Faculty of Political Science, University of Zagreb, Croatia 


	Schedule

	Plenary session of 150’

Approx. a hundred of participants representing the media, organisations of media professionals, journalists, journalism students…


	Contact


	Reynald BLION                                                             

Responsable Media & Diversité
reynald.blion@coe.int
www.coe.int/antidiscrimination
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