PALERMO CONFERENCE ON FIGHT AGAINST DISCRIMINATION

In his opening speech at the Council of Europe conference on the fight against discrimination, taking place on 8 June in Palermo, Piero Gottuso, president of the Palermo’s 7th district recalled Sicily’s thousand-year long tradition of harmonious coexistence of different cultures and traditions.The Deputy Secretary General, Maud de Boer Buquicchio, in her message to the participants, stressed that discrimination should never be tolerated. The conference further focused on the Council of Europe’s White Paper on Intercultural Dialogue, based on the premise that the dialogue between cultures, the oldest and most fundamental mode of democratic conversation, is an antidote to rejection and violence. 

The conference was attended by some 150 participants, representatives of  non-governmental organisations working with cultural or religious minorities, as well as by representatives of the local authorities. The conference also marked the launch of the Council of Europe anti-discrimination campaign in Palermo, aiming at raising awareness of the public with regard to this phenomenon. 

