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Strasbourg, 11-12 December 2008

MEETING REPORT

I.
OPENING OF THE MEETING AND ADOPTION OF THE DRAFT AGENDA 

1. 
The Chair, Mrs Lis Witsø-Lund (Denmark), opened the meeting and welcomed the participants (Appendix 1). The draft agenda was adopted without amendments as set out in Appendix 2.

II.
ELECTIONS 

Decision

2.
The CDCS decided to postpone the elections of the Chair, Vice Chair and Bureau members to its next plenary meeting in May 2009, as this was an extraordinary meeting and the regular meeting would take place in May every year. The current terms of office of the Bureau members were extended until then.

III. 
STATEMENT BY THE SECRETARIAT

3. 
The CDCS took note of the statement by Verena Taylor, new Executive Secretary of the CDCS and Head of the Social Policy Department, who welcomed the participants and paid tribute to her Secretariat colleagues Michèle Akip and Gilda Farrell who had been in charge of the CDCS meetings after the departure of John Murray. She informed the CDCS of recent relevant developments: 

-  
On 27 November 2008, Spain had taken over the Chairmanship of the Council of Europe Committee of Ministers (CM) from Sweden for six months;

-  
decisions of the Committee of Ministers’ Deputies, notably at their 1032nd meeting  (9-10 July 2008) with regard to the follow-up to the High-Level Task Force report. The Deputies had taken note of the proposals contained in document CM(2008)103 and invited the Secretary General to use these as a basis for the Programme of Activities for 2009 and beyond in this field, taking into account the comments made by delegations at the GR-SOC meeting on 8 July 2008. The leading role of the CDCS, in close cooperation with other steering committees and bodies of the Council of Europe, in streamlining social cohesion-related activities in the Council of Europe and assisting the Committee of Ministers in evaluating activities in this domain was stressed;
- 
the CDCS programme of activities for 2009 had been accepted by the Committee of Ministers but not without some difficulties;

- 
 the Terms of Reference of the CDCS had been approved (see Appendix 3);

- 
the Committee of Ministers’ exchange of views on Council of Europe action to foster gender equality and the request to take gender equality into account in all Council of Europe bodies and activities;

-
the Committee of Ministers’ message on equal rights and dignity of lesbian, gay, bi-sexual and transgender persons; 

-
the Deputy Secretary General’s message on the Recommendation of the Conference of INGOs to Council of Europe member states on the adoption of the Guiding principles on ‘Extreme poverty and Human rights: the rights of the poor’ by the UN Human Rights Council. This message had been sent to the CDCS, the European Committee of Social Rights and CDDH to encourage member states to take part in this consultation process. The principles were expected to be adopted in February 2009;
-  
Recommendation Rec(2007)8 of the Committee of Ministers to member states on legal solutions to debt problems; 

- 
with a view to contributing to the 2010 EU Year for combating Poverty, the Secretariat would submit a project proposal to the CDCS at it next plenary meeting in May 2009.
IV.
 
REPORT OF THE 20TH MEETING OF THE CDCS AND REPORT OF THE 22ND MEETING OF THE BUREAU

4. 
The Committee took note of the final version of these reports. 

V. 
      HIGH-LEVEL TASK FORCE (HLTF) ON SOCIAL COHESION IN THE 21st CENTURY ‘TOWARDS AN ACTIVE, FAIR AND SOCIALLY COHESIVE EUROPE’

5.
The CDCS took note of the consolidated paper on the follow-up to the HLTF report, which was proposed by the Committee of Ministers as a basis for the Council of Europe Programme of Activities for 2009 and beyond in the Social Cohesion field. It highlighted the implementation of the HLTF report by all sectors of the Council of Europe, while stressing the leading role of the CDCS. The CDCS would report regularly on the transversal implementation of the HLTF report to the Committee of Ministers. The CDCS should also take the lead in implementing the Council of Europe’s work in the social cohesion field at national level (cf. paragraph xi of document CM(2007)55).


At the request of the Bureau, in order to facilitate the new task of the CDCS to streamline social cohesion related activities within the Council of Europe, the Secretariat had prepared a draft “Road Map” (document (CDCS(2008)27prov.) which was welcomed by the CDCS. 

6. 
The following comments were made by delegations during the ensuing discussion:
-
social security, employment, families and children, people with disabilities and intergenerational aspects are topical issues for social cohesion which need to be taken into account, as well as the role of civil society and social partners;
· social cohesion is a transversal issue with a shared goal. The CDCS should ensure that this goal is targeted by all activities and their effectiveness should be evaluated on the basis of a specific and well-designed strategy;
- 
the way in which social cohesion relates to the Organisation’s core values should be emphasised;
-
the CDCS could identify areas which are relevant to social cohesion but not yet dealt with and suggest which sector should take responsibility for them. The CDCS should also produce an annual report on Council of Europe activities which promote social cohesion. A report on social cohesion in the Council of Europe covering all relevant activities could be envisaged in 2009 on the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the Organisation;
· more effective interaction with other committees should be established; 

· only one meeting per year may not be sufficient for the CDCS to undertake its important task of coordinating social cohesion activities;
· a more direct link with the Committee of Ministers could be envisaged, for instance by organising a meeting between the Bureau and the GR-SOC. The Chair of the Committee of Ministers could be invited to the next CDCS meeting in May 2009. Spain pointed out that social cohesion is a priority of its Chairmanship.

-
it would be beneficial for CDCS members to meet up with representatives from their countries participating in other committees. Permanent Representations should be in a position to provide information on national members of committees. In some countries, representatives on different Council of Europe committees were already in contact.
Decisions

The Committee asked the Secretariat to integrate the comments made by delegations, in particular with respect to Council of Europe main objectives.
The CDCS decided to invite representatives of other relevant bodies and committees for an exchange of views on the leading role of the CDCS in coordinating the implementation of activities in the social cohesion field within the Organisation. The meeting will take place on 25 May 2009 (afternoon), the day before the next CDCS plenary meeting.
VI.
PREPARATION OF ACTIVITIES IN 2009
a.
 ‘Social mobility as a major condition for social cohesion’ 

7.
The Secretariat (Karl-Friedrich Bopp) recalled the main elements of this new activity, endorsed at the previous plenary meeting of the CDCS. The Committee examined the Terms of reference (ToR) of the Committee of Experts on Fostering Social Mobility (CS-SM) and stressed that:

-
obstacles and barriers to social mobility should also be taken into account, especially against the background of the current financial and economic crisis;
-
the Committee should develop policy proposals and, if appropriate, recommendations or guidelines;
-
the Committee should take into account the paper prepared for the CDCS plenary in May and some reference should be made to this document in the ToR;
-
the supplementary 5 scientific experts mentioned in the ToR should provide an opportunity to bring in representatives of civil society.

Decision

The CDCS asked the Secretariat to modify the draft ToR according to the CDCS comments and nominated Albert Bloemheuvel (Netherlands) as its representative on this committee.

b.
 ‘A Europe of shared social responsibilities: citizens' and public authorities' roles 
in promoting a cohesive and sustainable society’
8.
The Secretariat (Gilda Farrell) presented the new activity, and recalled that it was the result of merging two proposed activities (1) Citizens’ responsibility and (2) The role of public administrations in building social cohesion. This should allow synergies between them to be highlighted. The ad hoc advisory group on:  ‘A Europe of shared social responsibilities: citizens' and public authorities' roles in promoting a cohesive and sustainable society’ (CS-S-RSP) was composed of seven experts, four to be selected by the CDCS, three by the Secretary General, plus a CDCS representative (without a vote).  The Terms of reference of the new advisory group were discussed by the CDCS, which stressed that:

-
the envisaged outcome should be indicated and some guidance be given to experts (this comment was made also for the other ToR);
-
there was a need to explore a new balance between state responsibility and NGOs, social partners and individual responsibility;
-
focus should be put on ways of developing dialogue, including through institutional forums.
The Swiss Delegation expressed its reserve concerning the terms of reference.  It thought that the terms used and the objectives had not been defined clearly enough.

9.
A work plan for both the new projects would be submitted to the Bureau at its next meeting and disseminated to all CDCS members.
Decisions

The CDCS asked the Secretariat to integrate the comments made on these draft Terms of Reference and nominated Lis Witsø-Lund as its representative. 
Member states are asked to nominate candidates for the both working groups by 15 January at the very latest. The Bureau would select candidates during its meeting on 22-23 January 2009.

VII. PREPARATION OF THE FIRST COUNCIL OF EUROPE CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS RESPONSIBLE FOR SOCIAL COHESION ON ‘INVESTING IN SOCIAL COHESION: INVESTING IN STABILITY AND THE WELL BEING OF SOCIETY’, Moscow, 26-27 February 2009

a.
Draft Programme

10.
It was recalled that the main reason for holding this second CDCS meeting was the preparation of the ministerial conference. A tour de table took place to determine how many ministers were already expected to come to Moscow, but for the majority of them, precise answers could be given only in January 2009. The Secretariat underlined that if a minister were unable to attend, he/she should be represented at the highest level by a Deputy Minister or a State Secretary.

11. 
The CDCS examined the draft programme, which was basically the same as that endorsed at the previous CDCS plenary meeting with the addition of a short introduction, requested by the Bureau, and the CDCS comments. The Bureau considered that ministers should prepare their contributions in advance (also for linguistic reasons). A keynote speaker would introduce each session. Ministers should chair sessions as they would interact better with other ministers. No particular agreement was reached so far on the structure of discussions, mainly since ministers had not yet confirmed their participation.
12. 
It was recalled that ministers have priority for speaking, as well as Deputy Ministers and State Secretaries who are considered to be at the same level. The floor would be given thereafter to other representatives, including observers and members of civil society. As soon as the participation of a minister is confirmed, information on which session he/she would like to intervene should be sent to the Secretariat. The same applied to international institutions and steering committees. This would allow the contributions of the ministers to be split between the 3 sessions in a balanced way.
13.
The Secretariat reminded the Committee that the languages of the ministerial conference are French/English/German/Russian and passive Spanish.
Decision

The CDCS approved the draft programme of the 1st European Conference of Ministers responsible for Social Cohesion and instructed the Bureau to examine it at its January meeting.

b. Preliminary Draft Political Declaration

14.
The CDCS examined the draft political declaration and made the following comments:
· the Council of Europe’s unique role with regard to social cohesion should be reflected in the text;

-
a definition of social cohesion should be added;
· some federal structures do not allow for social cohesion coordinating bodies at a central government level;
-
institutions should be able to respond to citizens’ needs to rely on good governance. A balance should be found between responsibilities of governments and those of citizens;

-
the Disability Action Plan should be mentioned after the European Social Charter;
-
social rights have to be accompanied by social and economic policy in order to ensure an appropriate basis to access social rights;
-
the current financial and economic crisis should be referred to;
-
it would be useful to mention the date and, where possible, the host country of the next ministerial conference. It was recalled that some ministerial conferences are permanent and meet on a regular basis;
-
it would be advisable to agree on the political declaration before the beginning of the conference. Delegations should inform the Secretariat of any major problem as soon as possible. If necessary, a meeting would be organised in Moscow.

15.
Comments by the delegations were integrated into a revised draft by the Secretariat and presented to the CDCS the following day. The version appearing in Appendix 4 takes into account further comments made on that occasion.  

Decision


The CDCS members were invited to communicate their approval of the draft Political Declaration of the ministerial conference as amended during the meeting, or send their drafting proposals to the Secretariat, before 15 January 2009.  At its meeting on 22-23 January, the Bureau would prepare a final draft text to be circulated immediately after the meeting to the CDCS members. 
c. Proposal for an Action Plan

16.
The Russian delegation presented a proposal for an Action Plan, which was considered by some delegations to be a good idea but was insufficiently developed at this stage to be appended to the declaration. The idea of an action plan should be retained nevertheless and be further developed after the conference. One delegation thought that some issues in this action plan would not come within the sphere of competence of its minister present in Moscow and he would have to clarify with other ministers. Taking into consideration expectations concerning the results of this ministerial conference, the Chair proposed that the elaboration of a Council of Europe Action Plan based on the recommendations of the HLTF be requested in the Political Declaration.
17.
Following the suggestion to prepare a short document on the HLTF report for the conference, the Director General informed the CDCS that Mary Daly would prepare a succinct version which would be included in the conference files. 
d. Practical Information

18.
The CDCS took note of the presentation on practical aspects of the ministerial conference made by the Russian delegate. The Conference will take place in Hotel Holiday Inn in Moscow Sokolniki. As hotel costs are very high, the Russian government will subsidise accommodation for three persons per national delegation. Additional delegation members would have to cover the real cost or find different arrangements (e.g. through Embassies). It was stressed that other participants, such as representatives of relevant steering committees, other international institutions and NGOs would be included in the list of those entitled to negotiated hotel rates. Detailed practical information (including visa procedures, arrival/departure times, transport in Moscow, etc.), together with a registration form, would be disseminated in December via the Embassies. All participants will be welcomed in the VIP lounge on their arrival at the airport and brought to the hotel. A visit to the Museums of the Kremlin is foreseen on Friday afternoon after the conference.

19.
The Committee asked the Russian delegate to provide the Secretariat with copies of the invitations.

20.
Concern was expressed about the limited number of participants benefiting from negotiated prices in the hotel, but the CDCS was informed that the budget could not be changed as it had already been approved by the Russian Ministry of Finance. The Russian organisers would inform the Committee on the price for extra members of delegations and indicated that there should be enough rooms in the hotel to keep the delegations together. The Russian delegate recalled the importance of informing the local organisers as soon as possible of the participation of ministers and all other members of delegations.

VIII.
CDCS ASSESSMENT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF REC(2005)5 OF THE COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS TO MEMBERS STATES ON THE RIGHTS OF CHILDREN LIVING IN RESIDENTIAL INSTITUTIONS

21.
The Secretariat (Annachiara Cerri) informed the CDCS that thirty-six member states had replied to the questionnaire prepared by Bragi Guðbrandsson who had drafted a report based on these replies. The Committee on Social Policy for Family and Children (CSPFC) had examined the report in November 2008, but additional contributions continued to be received. The remaining countries would be given the opportunity to submit a contribution by 15 March 2009 so that the CDCS may decide on the follow-up to the report at its May meeting.
Decision 
The CDCS decided to postpone to its next plenary meeting in May 2009 the approval of the report on the assessment of the implementation of Recommendation Rec(2005) 5 on the rights of children living in residential institutions and to fix 15 March 2009 as a strict deadline for sending replies to the questionnaire and amendments. 
IX.
PROGRESS REPORT ON CDCS ACTIVITIES
22
The CDCS took note of the written progress reports on its 2008 activities.

Decision

The Committee decided to discuss the results of the activities in more detail, in particular the proposed policy guidelines, at its next meeting in May 2009.
X.
CONCISE PROGRESS REPORT ON JOINT PROGRAMMES IN THE FIELD OF SOCIAL COHESION

23.
The CDCS took note of the written information on the state of progress of joint programmes in the field of social cohesion. 
XI.
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY AND THE CONGRESS OF LOCAL AND REGIONAL AUTHORITIES OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE IN THE FIELD OF SOCIAL COHESION

24.
No recommendations were submitted for opinion.

XII.
COOPERATION WITH OTHER COUNCIL OF EUROPE BODIES

25.
The representative of the Steering Committee for Migration (CDMG) informed the Committee about a Seminar on elderly migrants which would take place In Brussels on 2-3 March 2009. He invited CDCS members to attend the event and send him any relevant information concerning dependent elderly persons not living in their customary environment.

26.
The representative of the European Co-ordination Forum for the Council of Europe Disability Action Plan 2006-2015 (CAHPAH) underlined the extent to which persons with disabilities placed them in situations of vulnerability and often subject to discrimination. One of the purposes of the Action Plan was to facilitate the participation of people with disabilities. The CAHPAH fully endorsed the signature, ratification and implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. A Conference on “Protecting and promoting the rights of persons with disabilities in Europe: towards full participation, inclusion and empowerment” had been organised at the Council of Europe on 29-30 October 2008 under the Swedish Chairmanship. It had focused on the interaction between the UN Convention and the Council of Europe Action Plan to protect and promote the rights of people with disabilities, their social inclusion, participation and the improvement of their autonomy. Two CAHPAH subordinate committees were working on (1) ageing of people with disabilities and disabilities of the elderly and 2) evaluation criteria for the follow-up to the Action Plan. In 2009, a new activity related to social cohesion will focus on ‘Participation of people with disabilities in political and public life’. In February, under the Spanish Chairmanship, a conference on women with disabilities will take place in Leon. CAHPAH has expressed its willingness to work in closer cooperation with the CDCS. One CDCS delegate pointed out that people with disabilities should be better highlighted in the mainstreaming of social cohesion than was the case in the HLTF report.

XIII.
DRAFT CONCLUSIONS OF THE CDCS MEETING

27. 
The CDCS examined the draft conclusions of the present meeting prepared by the Secretariat. Comments would be taken into account for the final version to be circulated to all CDCS members immediately after the meeting. 
XIV.
OTHER BUSINESS

28.
The delegate of San Marino informed the CDCS about his participation as representative of the Committee in the last meeting of the ad hoc Advisory Group on Education for Democratic Citizenship and Human Rights and suggested that the Secretariat should distribute the conclusions of this meeting to the CDCS.  He also pointed out that the delegate of Switzerland and himself were members of the Steering Committee on Youth (CDEJ) and that links should be strengthened between the CDCS and the CDEJ as the latter was particularly concerned with the social aspects of the lives of young people. He also requested that the conclusions of the 8th Council of Europe Conference of Ministers responsible for Youth (Kyiv, Ukraine, 10-11 October 2008) be distributed to CDCS members.

29.
The Chair replied that the CDEJ belonged to those committees with which the CDCS should increase its cooperation in the framework of the follow-up to the HLTF report and which would be invited to attend the meeting on 25 May 2009 [not mentioned before as having been fixed. She also suggested disseminating the Political Declaration of 8th Council of Europe Conference of Ministers responsible for Migration Affairs on “Economic migration, social cohesion and development: towards an integrated approach” (Kyiv, Ukraine, 4-5 September 2008), which contained issues of interest for the work of the CDCS.   
30.
The Secretariat informed the Committee that both of the above-mentioned documents were available on the Council of Europe website.

31.      Verena Taylor informed the Committee that the Secretary General had agreed to the secondment of a national official to work on the project “A Europe of shared social responsibilities”. The job description had been circulated to Permanent Representations, but a copy would be sent to CDCS members for investigating suitable candidates.
32.  
The Secretariat recalled that reimbursement for travel and subsistence expenses of CDCS members could not be made before the invoices for all participants have been received by the Secretariat. CDCS members who had not been able to submit the required documents at this meeting were requested to do so immediately on return to their countries to ensure that timely payments could be made and covered within the 2008 budget. 
XV.
DATES AND VENUE OF FUTURE MEETINGS

33.
The CDCS took note that the next meeting of its Bureau would be held on 22-23 January 2009.  It was decided that the next meeting of the CDCS would be held on 26-27 May 2009 and the meeting with representatives of other relevant Council of Europe committees would take place on 25 May 2009 (afternoon). 
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CDCS (2008)30 ; CDCS (2008) 29)]


Report of the twentieth meeting of the CDCS and the twenty-second meeting of the Bureau
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IV.
REPORT OF THE HIGH-LEVEL TASK FORCE ON SOCIAL COHESION (HLTF)

[document : CM (2007)55 (excerpt) ; CDCS(2008)34 ; CDCS (2008)27]

- position of the CDCS  

- transversal approach

- implications for the role of the CDCS

V. PREPARATION OF ACTIVITIES IN 2009

[documents : CDCS (2008)19 ; CDCS (2008)28]
· ‘Social mobility as a major condition for social cohesion’ 

·  ‘A Europe of shared social responsibilities: citizens' and public authorities' roles in promoting a cohesive and sustainable society’
VI. PREPARATION OF THE FIRST COUNCIL OF EUROPE CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS RESPONSIBLE FOR SOCIAL COHESION ON ‘INVESTING IN SOCIAL COHESION: INVESTING IN STABILITY AND THE WELL BEING OF SOCIETY’, Moscow, 26-27 February 2009

[documents : CDCS (2008)23 ; CDCS (2008)24 ; CDCS (2008)26]
-
Practical Information

-
Preliminary Draft Programme

-
Preliminary Draft Political Declaration

-
Proposal for an Action Plan

VII. CDCS ASSESSMENT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF RECOMMENDATION (2005) 5 OF THE COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS TO MEMBERS STATES ON THE RIGHTS OF CHILDREN LIVING IN RESIDENTIAL INSTITUTIONS

[document : CDCS (2008)31]

VIII.
PROGRESS REPORT ON CDCS ACTIVITIES

[document : CDCS (2008)33 ; CDCS (2008) 35 ; CDCS (2008) 36 ; CDCS (2008) 37 ]


- Social Security


- Committee of Experts on Social Policy for Families and Children (CS-SPFC)


- Committee of Experts on Empowerment of People 
experiencing Extreme Poverty (CS-PEP)


- Committee of Experts on improving the situation of Low-income Workers (CS-LIW)


- Intercultural Competences in Social Services
-
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[IX.
PROPOSALS FOR NEW PROJECTS IN 2010 – 2012]

X.
CONCISE PROGRESS REPORT ON JOINT PROGRAMMES IN THE FIELD OF SOCIAL COHESION

[document : CDCS (2008)33]

[XI.
OPINION ON RECOMMENDATIONS]

XII.
ACTIVITIES OF OTHER COUNCIL OF EUROPE BODIES

XIV.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

XV.
DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
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Terms of reference of the European Committee for Social Cohesion (CDCS)

	1.
	Name of the Committee: 
	European Committee for Social Cohesion (CDCS)



	2.
	Type of Committee :
	Steering Committee



	3.
	Source of terms of reference:


	Committee of Ministers

	4.
	Terms of reference:



	
	Having regard to:



	- 
	Resolution Res(2005)47 on committees and subordinate bodies, their terms of reference and working methods ;



	- 
	the Declaration and the Action Plan adopted by the Heads of State and Government of the Council of Europe at their Third Summit (Warsaw, 16-17 May 2005), in particular Chapter III (Building a more humane and inclusive Europe);



	-
	the Council of Europe conventions, resolutions and recommendations relevant to social cohesion, in particular, the European Social Charter and Council of Europe instruments on social security;



	-
	the Strategy for Social Cohesion;



	-
	the High Level Task Force Report on Social Cohesion in the 21st century: “Towards an active, fair and socially cohesive Europe”;



	-
	the recommendations of the 28th session of the Conference of the European Ministers responsible for family affairs, (Lisbon, 16-17 May 2006);



	-
	the decisions of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe in the field of social cohesion, and bearing in mind the criteria set out in document CM(2006)101 final,



	
	Within the framework of the Programme of Activities, under the Programmes

- IV.1.2. “European Code of Social Security”,

- IV.1.3. “Promoting Social Cohesion in Europe”, 

- IV.2.1. “Building a Europe for and with children”.

the Committee is instructed to:



	i.
	implement and develop the Strategy for Social Cohesion as approved by the Committee of Ministers; 



	ii.
	provide follow-up to the conclusions and recommendations of the High-Level Task Force on Social Cohesion in the 21st century established pursuant to the Warsaw Action Plan; ensure coordination and communication between relevant Council of Europe bodies and monitor its implementation in order to achieve significant results; 



	iii.
	prepare the first Council of Europe Conference of Ministers responsible for Social Cohesion and implement decisions of the Committee of Ministers relating to its follow-up;



	iv.
	co-ordinate, guide and stimulate co-operation between the member states with a view to promoting the social standards embodied in the European Social Charter and other Council of Europe instruments, in particular those mentioned in sub-paragraphs 4.vi. and vii. below;



	v.
	develop and promote integrated multidisciplinary responses to challenges posed by ageing of European population and other social and economic developments;



	vi.
	execute the terms of reference derived from the following treaties:
- the European Code of Social Security and its Protocol;

- the European Code of Social Security (revised);
- the European Convention on Social Security and its Supplementary Agreement;



	vii.
	examine the functioning and implementation of the following treaties, with a view to adapting them and improving their practical application:

- the European Interim Agreement on Social Security Schemes relating to Old Age, Invalidity and Survivors, and Protocol thereto; 
- the European Interim Agreement on Social Security other than Schemes for Old Age, Invalidity and Survivors, and Protocol thereto; 
- the European Convention on Social and Medical Assistance, and Protocol thereto; 

- the European Agreement on "au pair" Placement;

- the European Convention on the Social Protection of Farmers;



	viii.
	maintain regular exchanges of views, information and good practice on issues relating to social cohesion with Council of Europe member states, as well as with relevant international organisations; 


	ix.
	while taking account of the progress of this work, prepare, under its own responsibility, proposals for the Programme of Activities for the coming years.



	5. 
	Composition of the Committee:



	5.A
	Members
The governments of member states are entitled to appoint representatives with the following qualifications: senior national civil servants having responsibility for the planning, development and implementation of policies relevant to the work of the Committee and appointed by their governments to co‑ordinate at national level all elements of government policy relevant to the work of the Committee. 



	
	The Council of Europe budget will bear the travel and subsistence expenses for one representative per member state (two in the case of the state whose representative has been elected Chairperson). 



	5.B
	Participants



	i.


	The following committees may each send a representative to meetings of the Committee, without the right to vote and at the charge of their administrative budgets:
- European Committee for Social Rights (ECSR);

- Governmental Committee of the European Social Charter (T-SG);

- European Committee on Migration (CDMG);

- European Co-ordination Forum for the Council of Europe Disability Action Plan 2006-2015 (CAHPAH);

- European Health Committee (CDSP);
- Steering Committee for Human Rights (CDDH);
- Steering Committee for Equality between Women and Men (CDEG);
- European Steering Committee for Youth (CDEJ);
- Steering Committee for Education (CDED)

- Steering Committee for Culture (CDCULT)

- Steering Committee for Cultural Heritage and Landscape (CDPATEP)

- Steering Committee on the Media and New Communication Services (CDMC)

- Steering Committee on Local and Regional Democracy (CDLR) 



	ii.
	The Parliamentary Assembly may send representatives to the meetings of the Committee, without the right to vote and at the charge of its own administrative budget.



	iii.
	The Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe may send representatives to the meetings of the Committee, without the right to vote and at the charge of its own administrative budget.



	iv. 
	The Partial Agreement Co-operation Group to Combat Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking in Drugs (Pompidou Group) and the Council of Europe Development Bank (CEB) may send representatives to the meetings of the Committee, without the right to vote and at the charge of their own administrative budgets.



	5.C
	Other participants


	i.


	The European Commission may send representatives to meetings of the Committee, without the right to vote or defrayal of expenses.



	ii.
	States with observer status with the Council of Europe (Canada, Holy See, Japan, Mexico, United States of America) may send a representative to meetings of the Committee, without the right to vote or defrayal of expenses.



	iii.
	The following international organisations may send representative/representatives to meetings of the Committee, without the right to vote or defrayal of expenses:

- United Nations and UN agencies: International Labour Organisation (ILO); United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE);

- Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD);

- European Free Trade Association (EFTA).



	iv.
	The European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) and the Union of Industrial and Employers’ Confederations of Europe (UNICE) (“social partners”) may send a representative to meetings of the Committee, without the right to vote or defrayal of expenses.




	6. 
	Working methods and structures:



	
	The working structures of the Committee will be:

- a Bureau composed of 11 members from the Council of Europe member States including the Chairperson and Vice-chairperson;

- subordinate committees for the execution of the terms of reference;
- the Committee shall hold regular exchanges of views with the European Committee of Social Rights (ECSR) and the Governmental Committee of the European Social Charter (T-SG).  It shall also work in cooperation with other relevant Council of Europe bodies and may proceed, within the limits of its budget, to the hearing of experts and of personalities if necessary.


	7.
	Duration: 

	
	These terms of reference will expire on 31 December 2011.
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PRELIMINARY DRAFT DECLARATION
PRELIMINARY DRAFT DECLARATION 
 

We, the Ministers responsible for Social Cohesion of Council of Europe member States, meeting in Moscow, on 26-27 February 2009,

Stressing that social cohesion, as the capacity of a society to ensure the welfare of all its members, minimising disparities and avoiding polarisation, is more relevant than ever and requires a renewed political commitment; 
Convinced that a rights-based approach to social cohesion should be accompanied by social and economic policy measures, in order to provide effective access to their rights for everyone;

Underlining the reality that building and maintaining social cohesion is first and foremost the duty of member states, but since there are issues that transcend national borders and resources, a Europe wide process is crucial to obtain both national and cross-national responses; 

Building on the valuable contribution of the Council of Europe to this field, particularly by converting social cohesion from a concept into a policy approach with a set of policy goals and action;  

Expressing our support for Council of Europe legal instruments for social rights, in particular the European Social Charter and revised Social Charter, the European Code on Social Security and its Protocol, the European Convention on Social Security; as well as for the Disability Action Plan;

Aware of the fact that social cohesion is a responsibility shared by all and of the necessity of an active and integrated approach to policy involving different levels of government, the private sector and civil society and of developing a transversal approach; 

 

Suggesting that governments should respond to present challenges and opportunities - particularly globalisation, the democratic functioning of institutions, political, socio-economic, demographic and health related changes, migration and cultural diversity – and to strengthen citizens’ confidence in the future by adapting legislation and taking other relevant measures, in particular by developing new approaches taking into account the Revised Social Cohesion Strategy and High Level Task Force report;

Underlining the necessity of enhancing the role of the European Committee for Social Cohesion (CDCS), which should be strengthened, particularly in its guiding, coordinating, monitoring and evaluating aspects;
 

WELCOME the report of the High Level Task Force and endorse the four priorities it suggests, which were the basis for our discussions at this Ministerial Conference;  

 

REQUEST the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe to pursue its valuable function in the field of social cohesion and in identifying relevant projects, and in particular:

· to recognise that social cohesion complements the core objectives of the Council of Europe on human rights, democracy and the rule of law;

· to adapt the plans for implementing the revised Social Cohesion Strategy to fully take into account the High Level Task Force report in the light of the new challenges arising from the current crisis. 

· to entrust the European Committee of Social Cohesion with coordinating the implementation of the High Level Task Force recommendations and of the revised Social Cohesion Strategy and to report to the Committee of Ministers regularly;

· to undertake a feasibility study with regard to elaborating recommendations resulting from the the High Level Task Force report;

· to intensify the cooperation with the European Union, relevant United Nations bodies and other international institutions working in this field in order also to allow optimisation of the efforts, and to create synergies in such a crucial and extended domain

COMMIT OURSELVES

Taking into account the transversal approach to social cohesion which is advocated in the High Level Task Force report, to develop an integrated social cohesion policy in conformity with our national conditions;

With particular regard to the discussion held during this conference:

· Reinvesting in social rights: to consider the ratification of relevant Council of Europe instruments, including the European Social Charter and Revised Social Charter as well as the European Code on Social Security and its Protocol and the European Convention on Social Security; to strengthen social security as one of the pillars of social cohesion;

· Sharing responsibilities and strengthening mechanisms of representations and social and civic dialogue: undertake the necessary reforms to enable public authority agencies to be receptive and to encourage meaningful dialogue and cooperation with civil society and its institutions on all levels (central government, regional and local) with a view to help developing civil society and promote networking and community building, thus empowering public authorities and citizens to accept their shared responsibility for the well being of all;
· Building confidence in a secure future for all: develop innovative policies,  which encourage citizens to trust the democratic institutions and to experience good governance; to alleviate the consequences of the current economic crisis by providing reliable social protection in conformity with Council of Europe standards;  encourage social mobility and for citizens, families and communities to develop their own life projects, including with regard to the reconciliation of private and professional life;

 

SUGGEST that the next session of the ministerial conference will take place in 2012.

[Welcome the invitation of …to host the next Council of Europe Conference of Ministers responsible for Social Cohesion in 2012]

INVITE the Secretary General to transmit the declaration adopted by the conference to the competent bodies within the Council of Europe and other international organisations.

 

*  *  *
 

The European Ministers responsible for Social Cohesion express their warm gratitude to the Russian government for all its efforts, which ensured the success of the Conference, and their congratulations on the perfect organisation of the event. 
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