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Strasbourg, 1 October 2009
      CDCS (2009) 14
EUROPEAN COMMITTEE FOR SOCIAL COHESION

(CDCS)

22nd Meeting

Strasbourg, 25-27 May 2009

Room 9, Palais de l’Europe, Strasbourg

MEETING REPORT

I.
OPENING OF THE MEETING AND ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

1.
The Chair opened the meeting and welcomed the participants (appendix I). She informed the Committee that during her participation in the meeting of the Rapporteur Group on Social and Health Questions/GR-SOC on the morning of 26 May the Vice-chair would preside the CDCS.

The Committee adopted the draft agenda (appendix (II).
II. 
ELECTIONS

2.
The Chair presented the situation and the candidates for election. The elections took place on the morning of the second meeting day, with the following results:

	· Ms Lis Vitsǿ-Lund (Denmark) was elected Chair of the Committee for a one-year term of office

· Mr Joe Gerada, Malta, was elected Vice-Chair of the Committee for a one-year term of office

Mr Bjørn BREDESEN, Norway

Mr Freddy DEVEN, Belgium

Ms Rita KAZLAUSKIENE, Lithuania

Ms Stefania PIZZOLLA, Italy

Ms Nesrin TÜRKAN, Turkey

were elected as Bureau members.




III.  
REPORTS OF THE 21ST MEETING OF THE CDCS (DECEMBER 2008) AND THE 22ND MEETING OF THE CDCS BUREAU (January 2009)

3.
The Committee took note of the two reports.

IV. FOLLOW-UP TO THE FIRST COUNCIL OF EUROPE CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS RESPONSIBLE FOR SOCIAL COHESION ON ‘INVESTING IN SOCIAL COHESION: INVESTING IN STABILITY AND THE WELL BEING OF SOCIETY’, Moscow, 26-27 February 2009

4.
The Committee thanked the Russian authorities for creating excellent conditions for the Conference and welcomed the invitation of the Turkish authorities to host the next ministerial conference in 2012.  The Committee also welcomed the invitation of the Cypriot authorities to host a forthcoming meeting of the Forum for the Future of Democracy to be dedicated to the role of social cohesion as a condition for democratic stability.

i.
draft of the revised social cohesion strategy updated in the light of the hltf report and current economic and social situation

5.
The Committee discussed and agreed on the procedure to follow (taking into account the fact that for financial constraints two CDCS plenary meetings per year are not possible) in order to review the Revised Strategy for Social Cohesion and stressed that all the Committee should be involved in the revision of this strategic document, which should be a topical framework for the coming years. 

6.
Mr Kevin O’ KELLY, Consultant, presented the draft document, which could serve as a basis for the revision of the Strategy. He explained that in this task he received guidance by Professor Mary Daly. The proposed structure of the document stemmed from the HLTF report and was grounded in Council of Europe’s instruments. Changes in economical, financial and social environments were taken into account. The goal was set under three headings and the transversal approaches to the four recommendations of the HLTF. Internal national coordination for the new strategy should be thought of.

7.         The Committee thanked Mr O’Kelly for his work and a well structured document. Among the elements of the Committee’s rich debate, the following could be highlighted: 

- The crisis should be better reflected in the document and, with reference to it, practical issues should be tackled; focus should be put on the future and the related challenges;

- The concept of social cohesion and its value should be well presented;

- The document should be crisp pragmatic, shorter and well focused, and present a real strategy which would lead to the Action Plan. Boxes in the document could be used for the Action Plan; 

- The role and added value of the Council of Europe should be topical; joint action with member states and complementarities with other institutions should be highlighted; the present draft document seemed to have too many references to the EU work and to work undertaken by other international institutions;

- Though employment was recognized as the best route out of poverty and social exclusion and long term unemployment, it seemed to be treated too extensively in this text. Changes in demography; the strengthening of family and day care policy should be enhanced;

- The importance of the transversal approach;

- Monitoring and evaluation should be thought of;

- The importance of citizenship for Social Cohesion and the evaluation of its impact, especially when it comes to the private sector (in particular the financial sector), and the related sense of social responsibility;

- The question of how the Council of Europe can deal with this domain with limited resources was also raised. 

8.         Mr O’ Kelly assured  the Committee that he would try to integrate all comemnts into a new draft document.

	DECISIONS

With a view to presenting a Council of Europe Action Plan for Social Cohesion to the ministerial session of the Committee of Ministers in May 2010, the Committee decided to

· ask Kevin O’Kelly, consultant, to revise his draft up-date of the Social Cohesion Strategy on the basis of the in-depth discussion held on 26 May, including written contributions which should reach the Secretariat by 15 June 2009;

· further develop the text through electronic means and in close communication with the CDCS Bureau, which is responsible, together with the Secretariat, for making sure that the drafting process remains open and transparent;

· adopt the newly revised Strategy by correspondence before the end of 2009;

· postpone adoption to the next plenary meeting in 2010, should this not be possible

· ask the Bureau to present a Draft Action Plan, based on the newly revised Strategy, to the next plenary meeting of the CDCS.




V.
ROLE OF THE CDCS AND FOLLOW-UP TO THE MEETING WITH OTHER RELEVANT COMMITTEES/BODIES (Strasbourg, 25 May 2009)

9.
The Committee expressed its satisfaction with the fact that the meeting had taken place and thanked the representatives of other bodies and committees for their participation. The Committee considered the specific proposals (below) resulting from this meeting and welcomed the up-dated overview on social cohesion activities throughout the Council of Europe.  
10.
It was recalled that other relevant committees and bodies will be invited to contribute and comment on the draft action plan for Social Cohesion.

11.
The representatives of other steering committees still participating in the meeting reiterated their wish to cooperate, but for some the idea of coordination seemed less acceptable. The Secretariat explained that coordination by the CDCS stemmed from an official decision of the Committee of Ministers, which asked the CDCS to streamline and help the Committee of Ministers to evaluate the activities in the field of social cohesion. The Committee decided that the Bureau should look at this aspect and make proposals to the next plenary meeting. 
	DECISIONS

The CDCS decided to

· invite other relevant bodies and committees to contribute to and comment on the draft
       Council of Europe Action Plan for Social Cohesion;

· consider the following specific proposals resulting from the meeting on 25 May:

1. to seek opinions from other committees/bodies on issues they are also concerned with;

2. to promote coordination/cooperation on national level – request the Secretariat to disseminate lists of Bureau members of relevant bodies/committees;

3. to initiate meetings on topics of common interest;

4. to foresee cross-sectoral representation in Terms of Reference; should this not be possible, to participate in each others’ meetings  informally;

5. to disseminate the new publication on contribution of community media to social cohesion to CDCS members.

6. to work together on joint approaches and joint activities of different committees and pillars.

·   instruct the Bureau to consider the mandate by the Committee of Ministers of streamlining

    and help in evaluating activities in the field of social cohesion and make proposals to the
    next plenary meeting.




VI.        CDCS ASSESSMENT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF RECOMMENDATION REC (2005) 5 OF THE COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS TO MEMBER STATES ON THE RIGHTS OF CHILDREN LIVING IN RESIDENTIAL INSTITUTIONS

12.
The CDCS Co-Secretary presented the assessment of Recommendation (2005) 5 which followed a previous CDCS assessment on the follow-up given by member states to Recommendation (2003) 19 on Improving access to social rights. The report has been drafted - on the basis of replies to a questionnaire by member states - by Mr Bragi Guďbrandsson, Consultant, who was also the author of the Council of Europe study on ‘Rights of children at risk and in care’. The Committee of Experts on Social Policy for Families and Children (CS-SPFC) also contributed to this work.
13.
Some delegations informed the Committee that this exercise has been important at a national level too as it enabled internal monitoring and evaluation to be carried out, thanks also to the cooperation of different national bodies in preparing the reply. The Baltic States developed a model of monitoring to secure the rights of children in a better way as well as a training course. In the work carried out on intercultural services it appeared that a high percentage of children in institutions had a background of migration and it was suggested to take into account this element It was also recalled that the United nations were actively working in this field with the view of preparing the third protocol on the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child The representative of the INGO Conference stressed that these children are the first victims of the economic crisis and that independent living has a lot to do with NGOs which support children after care. 

14.
The Committee expressed its satisfaction with this assessment, which has a qualitative value and agreed that this exercise should continue as it is important to have a monitoring and follow-up system on recommendations. Another recommendation which might be reviewed in this process should be decided on. The Committee approved the report and expressed its satisfaction with its content and the broad participation in the exercise (40 member states replied to the questionnaire on Rec. (2005) 5) and decided to have a data base on this assessment with regular updating and inclusion of missing states. The date of the replies should be added in order to reflect the changing situation in this field. 

	DECISIONS

The Committee decided to:

· invite member States to submit technical corrections to the Secretariat by 15 June 2009;

· specify the date at which contributions by member States were submitted;

· publish the report in English and French on the Web site, thus offering the possibility to the remaining member states to send their input and to update the data if and as required;

· invite member States to provide additional language versions, especially their own contribution, under their own responsibility.




VII.
FOLLOW-UP TO CDCS ACTIVITIES TERMINATED IN 2008

a.
Committee of Experts on Empowerment of people experiencing extreme poverty (CS-PEP)

b.
Committee of Experts on Improving the situation of Low-Income Workers (CS-LIW) 

15.
The Secretariat (Karl-Friedrich Bopp) recalled that the project "Strengthening social cohesion by avoiding exclusion and growing disparities" was carried out in 2007 and 2008.  The Committee of Experts on Empowerment people experiencing extreme poverty (CS-PEP) and the Committee of Experts on Improving the situation of low-income workers (CS-LIW) were set up for its implementation. At the time the project was set up there was no idea of the financial crisis and now it appeared to be particularly timely. A written report and a draft recommendation were drawn up by each committee. 

16.
Ms Danielle Dierckx, who was the consultant of the Committee of Experts on Empowerment of People Experiencing Extreme Poverty (CS-PEP), presented its process of work and outcome – in particular the draft recommendation. Focus was put on the participation of people themselves (as part of the solution) and on the quality of policy. Interesting actions and ideas - which would need further development - arose during the work of the committee of experts. Extreme poverty has to do with social exclusion and multiple disadvantages and it needs external help.  Empowering the people concerned by extreme poverty was an important contribution in fighting poverty. According to the consultant, the implementation of the draft Recommendation would help to reach this objective at the national and local level.

17.
The chair thanked the expert for her interesting presentation. Several delegations took the floor. The CDCS representative in the CS-PEP (Mr Gerry Mangan) expressed his satisfaction with the particularly relevant work of this committee and the value of its outcome.  He stressed that empowerment was a way of ensuring that people are given the confidence, support, and access to a social network.

18.
The Committee discussed whether the outcome of the work in this field should be a draft Recommendation of the Committee of Ministers or Guidelines - as indicated in the terms of reference. The CDCS can propose to the Committee of Ministers to have a Recommendation, which is not a binding instrument, but a stronger commitment. It would also give more visibility to the CDCS in front of the Committee of Ministers. The CDCS delegate in the CS-LW (Mr Jerzy Ciechanski) explained that the Committee of Experts discussed the option of having a draft recommendation as an outcome and that the majority were in favour of it. Finally, several delegations agreed to have an overarching recommendation with common ground based on the guidelines. This could be a substantial input of the CDCS to the EU Year for combating poverty and exclusion, if available in good time. The text would be redrafted, taking into account the additional comments by CDCS delegations. The revised version will be submitted to the Bureau, which will make a proposal to the CDCS on its form.

19.
The Committee was informed of a seminar “At work, but poor and without a voice?” which will take place in Malta on 14-15 October 2009. It will be an opportunity to discuss the two Council of Europe reports on improving the situation of low-income workers and on empowering people experiencing extreme poverty and to present the main findings and the possibilities of implementation to civil servants as well as to representatives from civil society and the private sector.

20.
Due to lack of time, the CS-LIW report and draft Recommendation had not been discussed at all. However, the same deadline as for the CS-PEP report and draft Recommendation (15 September) was given to make written comments.
	DECISIONS

The Committee took note of the draft texts presented and decided to ask the Secretariat to

- redraft the texts presented in the light of the comments made during the discussion of the texts and take into account written comments submitted by CDCS members by 15 September 2009;

- ask the Bureau to produce an overarching document including both texts;

- ask the Bureau to propose to the CDCS in written procedure  whether this document should be adopted as guidelines or submitted to the Committee of Ministers as a draft recommendation;

- prepare this with a view to making a Council of Europe contribution to the European Year of combating poverty and exclusion.




VIII.
PROGRESS REPORT ON THE COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS ON SOCIAL SECURITY (CS-SS) AND ITS TERMS OF REFERENCE 

21.
The Secretariat (Karl-Friedrich Bopp) explained that recently the sectors of Social Security and Access to Social Rights were merged into one Division: the Social Cohesion and Standards Division. He added that Social Security was, within the CDCS scope, the only field of activity with legally binding instruments and that the new Terms of Reference of the Committee of Experts on Social Security (CS-SS), which is a subordinate committee, should be approved by the CDCS during this meeting (appendix III). 

22.
The Secretariat (Ana Gomez) recalled that for the monitoring part, the CS-SS referred directly to the Committee of Ministers, but informed the CDCS. Its recent work focused on the publication of: (1) a guide on suitable employment; (2) the analysis of anti-crisis measures taken by member states; and (3) a study on ‘Leave and benefit associated to the birth of a child in Europe’, which deals with a vast domain touching different categories of benefits. A restricted working group will analyse this issue and see what remains to be done. An exchange of views on the impact of the financial crisis on the social security system took place at its last meeting. Member states were asked which measures they took for this purpose and to strengthen social protection for the most vulnerable groups. The replies will be analysed at the end of July. With the ratification by Romania in May 2009, 21 member states have ratified the European Code of Social Security.

23. 
The Committee was informed that Romania ratified the European Code of Social Security in May 2009. 

24.
The Committee expressed its support for the work carried out by the CS-SS. This work dealt with concrete tasks and was recognised by the Committee of Ministers. In conclusion, the CDCS approved the 2010 - 2012 extension of the CS-SS Terms of Reference. 

	DECISION

The Committee approved the new draft Terms of Reference of the CS-SS



IX.
PROGRESS REPORT ON CDCS ACTIVITIES AND ASSISTANCE ACTIVITIES IN THE SOCIAL COHESION FIELD 

25.
The Committee took note of the written and oral reports, in particular for the following activities:
- 
Social Policy for Families and Children 

26.
The Secretariat (Agnes von Maravic) informed the Committee of the work of the Committee of Experts on Social Policy for Families and Children (CS-SPFC), whose Terms of reference would come to an end on 30 June 2009. The CS-SPFC was a very successful committee: experienced and motivated experts participated in it, in a constructive atmosphere. To complement the written progress review document, she recalled the major outcomes of the CS-SPFC work:

- 
a comprehensive data basis on Family Policy in Council of Europe member states (40 member states, including all the 27 EU countries); for many of the non-EU states it was the first opportunity to compare indicators on family policy. The analysis of results was made by a Portuguese expert, Professor Karin Wall, and another more qualitative report on selected member states was prepared by Mr Fred Deven. Both will be presented shortly at the Vienna ministerial conference and will also be sent to the CDCS before the next bureau meeting. Currently, solutions were sought to put this data basis on line by the end of the summer. The CS-SPFC asked for a regular update of this data basis.

-
The Report on the assessment of Rec(2005)5, to which the CS-SPFC also contributed will be also taken into account in the context of the programme ‘Building a Europe for and with children”, which has children in care and children in residential institutions as one of its objectives. For instance, on 7-8 October 2009, the Council of Europe will co-organise with the Council of Baltic States and Lithuania a conference on ‘Support to young people leaving care’ in Vilnius, where the report would be presented to a larger public. In this context, a translation into Russian of the report would be useful and could maybe be provided by a member state. The report, as asked by the CDCS, will be put on the Web site.

-
Positive Parenting and Recommendation Rec(2006)19 of the Committee of Ministers to member States on Policies to Support Positive Parenting was one of the major activities of the CS-SPFC. Several expert reports on this issue were drawn up and gave rise to an interesting document giving an overview of the actions, including the campaign ‘Raise your hand against smacking’; in the document for the ministerial conference, Council of Europe actions and best practices of member states in these areas would be presented, showing a large variety of approaches and new programmes following the adoption of this recommendation, which exists already in several European languages.

27.
The 29th Conference of Ministers responsible for Family Affairs {16-17 June 2009, in Vienna (Austria)} will mark the 50th anniversary of this kind of conference and address the theme ‘Public policies supporting the wish to have children: societal, economic and personal factors’. As requested by one delegation, a list showing the participation of ministers in the Vienna conference was put at the disposal of the committee members
-
Social Mobility  
28.
The Secretariat (Lindsay Youngs) informed the Committee that the activity had started with a workshop (March 2009) for specialists to provide orientation to the project. The first meeting of the Committee of Experts on Social Mobility (CS-SM) took place on 5-6 May; among the issues discussed were factors influencing mobility (previously identified by the workshop) and the meaning of the concept of social mobility. On the question of which vulnerable groups should be covered in the analytical report, it was decided that these would be determined by means of a questionnaire. Dr Alex Nuun, the consultant for this activity, prepared an outline structure for the report which was discussed by the committee. The questionnaire would also serve to gather information on research findings, best practice and policy in member states. In order to widen the scope of the questionnaire beyond the countries represented on the committee, the CDCS agreed to the Secretariat's proposal to send it to all member states through the CDCS.  The second CS-SM meeting would take place on 19-20 November. Two study visits to collect information on relevant issues were planned: the first to Denmark (June 2009); the second probably to Romania, in the autumn.
29.
The CDCS representative on the CS-SM (Mr Albert Bloemheuvel) gave a positive feedback on the activity and the work of both the committee of experts and the Secretariat.  One delegation stressed that the questionnaire would enable the CDCS to take part in and have a better understanding of the work of its sub-committee as well as a positive impact at a national level.          

-
Shared social responsibilities
30.
The Secretariat (Gilda Farrell) introduced this new activity. The Ad hoc Advisory Group on Shared Social Responsibilities (CS-S-RSP) met for the first time on 23-24 April 2009 and had rich and interesting debates. The Group agreed that the concept of social responsibilities would enable confidence in the future to be regained. Models of shared responsibility are to be analysed taking into account the difficulties and limits in its implementation. 

Four possible lines for future activities were discussed: 

(1). A European Charter on social and shared responsibilities, which could be submitted to the Committee of Ministers, once approved by the CDCS; (2). How citizens could better contribute to preserve universal social rights and protection; (3). the way public authorities should support the development of citizens’ individual and collective capacities in order to habilitate them in a shared responsibility vision  (4). Citizens’ responsibilities in daily life (focusing on youth as well). How to proceed to activate responsibilities was also discussed. Once the work is underway, the Group suggested organising a  meeting with representatives of public authorities. The report of the meeting will be sent to the CDCS members.

31.
Several delegations took the floor after this presentation and expressed satisfaction with the work of this new Group and of the Secretariat. The issue seemed timely and important in the present economic climate. The social responsibility of the private sector, in particular of firms, should be enhanced. Rights and duties should be readjusted and combined with responsibility. Voluntary service and active inclusion of disadvantaged groups were also evocated. It was recognized that the Council of Europe can bring new ideas on how public authorities can animate citizens’ responsibility and to the discussion on social models under stress in time of crisis. The Committee thought it was important to communicate with the working group; the meeting report could be a tool for discussion. 

32. 
The Secretariat replied that social responsibility of firms was discussed during the meeting but that corporate social responsibility seemed to be rather a EU field of competence. The question on the way to activate the moral resources of citizens with a view to overcoming the crisis and protecting social policy was raised. The “activation policy” received some criticism due to the non respect of promises made in some cases. 

33.
The Chair, who was the CDCS representative in this Group, informed the Committee that she had to withdraw. The CDCS chose Ms Marie KEIRLE as its new representative in the Group.

-
Intercultural Competences in Social Services
34.
The Secretariat (Gilda Farrell) recalled that this activity is co-financed by the European Union and that the next important event in this field will be a Conference in Strasbourg on 7-8 December 2009 (in partnership with the EU and the province of Québec). The legal concept of ‘reasonable accommodation’ (as developed in Quebec stipulating that accommodation should be made to various ethnic and cultural minorities when discrimination is proved in public & private institutions) will be particularly focused upon. Other important aspects of the programme are: the possibility to extend the concept of reasonable accommodation beyond EU Directive 78/2000 that limits the concept to the case of handicapped people, the difficulties that operators (social workers and mediators) are facing when dealing with the need to accommodate differences and the necessary evolution of the institutional language in order to ensure equity in the understanding of rights, laws and procedures by a migrant population. A publication comparing legal frameworks to prevent discrimination and allow institutions to evolve in a plural society will be available at the conference. This activity might lead to a political declaration while a tool on "Training in intercultural competences" will be completed by 2010.
35.
The representative of the CDCS in the activity (Mr. Joe Gerada) stressed the interest of this activity, which is a new challenge and well linked to the High Level Task Force Report. Its main aim is to ensure that cultural diversity will not be a barrier to accessing goods and services and therefore contribute to exclusion, inequality and poverty. Ways and means as to how service providers could manage diversity effectively and acquire competences to manage a situation of people with diverse cultural background when accessing social services are discussed. The input of Quebecois experts is particularly important. A training tool is being developed for use by public services, NGOs and migrants’ organisations to provide inputs in intercultural competences.  He stressed that the European Union and the Council of Europe are moving very much in the same direction in this field. 

-
 Joint Project on Social Security Coordination and Social Security Reform 

36.
The CDCS Executive Secretary, after explaining that Sixto Molina, who is in charge of this joint project with the European Union, could not be present, updated the Committee on this project, stressing in particular that:

- For the time being, it was not possible for Moldova to join the project;

- In addition to the planned activities, there were follow-up activities, especially for issues which might become relevant during the work;
- The European Union has regular monitoring sessions: the quality of the implementation of this project led to a suggestion to the Commission to use some part of it as an example of good practice on how to implement projects;
- The Summer School (in cooperation with the University of Leuven, Belgium), for civil servants working on social protection issues will take place in Turkey and that the participants usually receive a diploma.
-
Ukraine Action Pan

37.
The Secretariat (Karl-Friedrich Bopp) explained that when the question of countries interested in the implementation of the HLTF Report was raised, a social cohesion programme for Ukraine was established with the political support of the Ukrainian prime minister. A number of activities on several issues were foreseen, such as on social security, with important steps in order to have the code ratified and a number of meetings with ILO in Ukraine. ILO proposed to the Council of Europe a joint activity on how social services, presently under the responsibility of public authorities, could be provided by the creation of social enterprises. A fact finding mission was planned for the following week. Later in the year there would be a seminar on the creation of social enterprises. The results should lead to a project which would be submitted to the European Union for funding. 

38.
The Ukrainian delegate gave on overview of other activities in the pilot programme, such as an international round table on integration policy of migrants (Kiev, 23 June 2009), followed by other actions in this field: on 25-26 June 2009, an International Conference on the rehabilitation and employment of people with disabilities in the framework of the Council of Europe Disability Action Plan 2006-2015 and the implementation of the Revised European Social Charter (the draft of a second report is under preparation). From the awareness raising point of view, the HLTF Report and the Disability Action Plan were translated into Ukrainian and disseminated at relevant events. She reaffirmed the interest of the Ukrainian authorities to continue this cooperation.

X.
2010 EUROPEAN YEAR FOR COMBATTING POVERTY AND EXCLUSION

39.
Mr Antoine St Denis, from the European Commission, DG Employment presented the European Year, which can be considered as a European Union great social project throughout the year 2010. Synergy between the policy statement of the Council of Europe Ministerial Conference in Moscow as well as other Council of Europe political documents and the objectives of the European Union Council and Parliament for this year could be found. The Year should provide the possibility of institutional collaboration between the European Union and the Council of Europe as well as the opportunity to increase visibility to a broader audience. The year 2010 was chosen for the following reasons:

- The end of the cycle 2000-2010 of the Lisbon Strategy and its political commitment to have a decisive impact on poverty and social exclusion. It will be an opportunity for member states to renew their commitment to act effectively in this domain;

- All member states have national strategies for protection and social inclusion, but much still has to be done because 16% of the population is at risk of poverty and this could be increased by the crisis; 
- To enhance the place of social Europe. 

40.
The Opening Conference will be under the Spanish Presidency and the Closing Conference under the Belgian Presidency. The greatest possible visibility and impact will be sought for this European Year. An invitation to participate in the Year was extended to candidate countries, to states in Western Balkans, to the EEA States and partner countries of the European Neighborhood Policy. The budget will go to national activities but also to cross-sectoral ones and to visibility for the European action. Civil society and other actors’ projects would be funded and a direct dialogue with NGOs and social partners would be sought. A specific Web site was developed. 

41.
Four objectives: 1. Recognition (recognise the fundamental right of persons experiencing poverty and social exclusion to live in dignity and to take an active part in society); 2. Shared responsibility and participation (promote public support for social inclusion policies, emphasising collective and individual responsibility in combating poverty and social exclusion, and fostering commitment by all public and private actors); 3. Cohesion (promote a more cohesive society, which benefits from the eradication of poverty); 4. Commitment and practical action (renew the pledge of the EU and its Member States - with the involvement of all levels of authority - to combat poverty and social exclusion). The message that it is possible to build a society that fights poverty and exclusion and that this is the best for all should be widely disseminated. 

42.
Different issues will be focused upon, such as: - Poverty linked to age (for instance, a large percentage of children are poor); - Particularly vulnerable groups including children in institutions (which is a main concern for the Council of Europe); - Ageing; - Access to housing/homelessness; - Disabled people. - Integration of immigrants and ethnic minorities (existing partnership agreement with the Council of Europe); - Roma issues. 

43.
Several delegations took the floor and questioned the role of the Council of Europe in this major European event. Satisfaction was expressed with the synergies between the two European Institutions as both have as a major goal the promotion of social cohesion, but some specific Council of Europe initiative (such as the recent project on low income workers and extreme poverty) should be also highlighted during the Year. The process of revision of the EU strategy and of the CoE one being quite close, some interaction should be sought. The representative of the Conference of INGOs, Vice-Chair of the Social Cohesion and Eradication of Poverty Committee, explained that her committee will discuss the European Year in June 2009 and that the EU information on the Year proved to be useful for the preparation of the future Campaign of the Conference of INGOs, with the slogan ‘Say no to poverty in Europe’.  

44.
Replying to the different questions raised, the EU representative explained that the new European Parliament would bring renewed commitment in this field to the highest level. As for the relationship with the Council of Europe, more could be done and complementary could be implemented through: 

- The Contact Group European Union /Council of Europe; 
- The transnational dimension and at a country level, in particular for cooperation with non EU countries which are CoE members;

- The European Year 2010, which could feed different institutions, with new ideas and approaches;
- Synergy in terms of themes, as the Council of Europe and the European Union work on close domains, though with differences, 

- The visibility at several levels, including messages to citizens on what each institution is doing in this field.
45.
The Secretariat suggested that because the concept of shared social responsibility was born in the Council of Europe - within the HLTF report - and was also developed in partnership with the EU through solidarity based initiatives of citizens, that a workshop on ‘how to establish a shared responsibility for the fight against poverty’ should be organized at the opening/closing conference. The Ad hoc Group could identify elements of interest for such an event and working tools could be debated and put in perspective.

The representative of Spain (country holding the EU Presidency at that time and therefore sharing the responsibility of the Opening Conference), confirmed that she would bring the matter to the attention of the Spanish authorities.
46.
The Chair stressed that the EU objectives for this Year were close to the focus of CDCS, which has a long story of activities dealing with poverty and social exclusion as well as new projects having an impact on this domain (such as shared social responsibilities and social mobility). She recalled that it was important to extend the cooperation and to bring possible synergies into action. The contact with the Commission would be through the Secretariat. 

XI.
PROPOSALS FOR NEW PROJECTS IN 2010– 2012

1. ‘Taking action for social cohesion in the context of global economic and social crisis’

47.
The Executive Secretary of the CDCS recalled that the Committee of Ministers expected answers by the CDCS to the crisis (and its social consequences) and explained that the draft outlines of this new project were linked to the decisions of the Moscow ministerial conference and resulted from a discussion within the Bureau. The Secretariat brought together topics of interest and the fact that there would be an Action Plan. The issues the Bureau wanted to look at in particular were: 1) Joblessness and difficulty of finding employment - with possibility of exploiting new solidarity, networks for creating new jobs; 2) New participation models; 3) Housing and people newly homeless because of the crisis, different target group from the long-time homeless.  The document will be improved and reflect CDCS expectations and be discussed and approved by the Bureau.
2. ‘Children’s rights and social services’ 

48.
The Secretariat (Agnes von Maravic) presented the new project outline, which would be funded by the programme ‘Building a Europe for and with children’ but would be under the authority of CDCS due to its framework: children rights, family policy and social cohesion. The preliminary draft project took into account discussions within the Committee of Experts on Social Policy for Families and Children (CS-SPFC). Lots of standards were set up previously in the field of children’s rights but there is little guidance to member states on how these standards could be implemented, how to deal with children in social services. No other organisation deals with this issue as such and the Council of Europe has a lot of work to build on in this area. The CDCS already has activities linked to social services, but often children are not explicitly targeted. Children need special attention in social services, which often target families too. The project will focus on particularly vulnerable children in specific situations, such as victims of violence, children without parental care or at risk of social exclusion. A pilot study would be carried out to identify the added value, good practices and problems in this field. 
49.
For both the new projects a delegation said that in was in line with their national policy in these domains.  To a question on when a broader text of both projects would be available and the procedure which will be followed, the Secretariat replied that it will develop a most precise proposal along the line of the document presented to the CDCS and this, for time reasons, will be submitted to the Bureau for final approval. During the next CDCS plenary meeting the Terms of Reference of both the new committees should be approved and member states would be in a position to send experts.
	DECISIONS
The Committee decided that:

- the project proposals on “Taking action for social cohesion in the context of the global economic crisis” and on “Children’s rights and social services” - should be further developed along the lines presented and delegated to the Bureau to discuss and approve the proposals;
- the Terms of Reference for the relevant committees of experts will be approved by the CDCS in February 2010.




XII.
ACTIVITIES OF OTHER COUNCIL OF EUROPE BODIES 
50.
The representative of the European Committee on Migration (CDMG) informed the Committee about: (1) a Conference on 16-17 October 2009 on ‘New approaches to integration’; (2) a seminar which took place in Belgium In March 2009 on ‘Specific problems faced by elderly migrant women’ (the role of NGOs and international cooperation was also taken into account);  (3) the plenary meeting of CDMG which would start on 28 May 2009.
XIII.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Exchange between the CDCS Chair and the GR-SOC

51.
The Chair reported on her participation in the meeting of the GR-SOC on 26 May 2009, where she gave an account of the CDCS work, highlighting the Recommendation of the High Level Task Force and the recent Ministerial Conference in Moscow and its outcome. The Chair informed the GR-SOC that the next CDCS project will deal with the consequences of the crisis. She found this experience useful and the atmosphere friendly. 
52.
Among the various questions by GR-SOC delegations to the Chair, the following should be stressed: a delegation underlined that what the CDCS was doing was important, but the link with the Council of Europe core values was not always visible and that these should be constantly kept in mind. It was recalled that unnecessary overlapping should be avoided with the work of other institutions, in particular the European Union which was extending its work in this field. The delegation of France was very positive and informed GR-SOC of the creation of a Directorate General for Social Cohesion within the relevant ministry. The chair replied that the CDCS work was on direct link with the core values of the Council of Europe and that in house overlapping was dealt with through internal coordination, including the meeting organised by the CDCS on 25 May 2009.
53.
The Director General gave some complementary elements of information, on the event: the speech of the Chair and the written report were informative and welcome. It was useful for the GR-Soc to know the CDCS work better and he thought that this exchange should take place on a regular basis, at least once every 2 years. 

54.
In the discussion after the Chair’s presentation, CDCS members congratulated the Chair for her report on the exchange with GR-SOC and expressed their satisfaction with this positive initiative. It was suggested that regular meetings with the GR-SOC should not be on a time basis, but according to the CDCS’ work. Due to its important role in mainstreaming social cohesion, the need of two meetings per year was evocated. The Committee wished to discuss the possibility of regular exchanges with GR-SOC, in particular with regard to the future revised Social Cohesion Strategy and Council of Europe Action Plan for Social Cohesion at its next plenary meeting. 
55.
The Committee agreed that Mr Riccardo Venturini will continue as its representative in the Ad hoc Advisory Group on Education for Democratic Citizenship and Human Rights (ED-EDCHR) 

Council of Europe Conference of ministers responsible for local and regional government  

56.
The Dutch delegation informed the Committee of the Council of Europe Conference of ministers responsible for local and regional government which will take place in the Netherlands on 16-17 November. One of the issues the ministers will focus upon will be ‘The impact of the economic crisis on local and regional government”. The organisers of the conference consider that this topic has a link with Social Cohesion. The Secretariat or the Bureau should analyse the results of the conference in the framework of the CDCS coordination task. The Secretariat told the Committee that the documents of the conference could be disseminated to the members of the CDCS.
Draft conclusions of the CDCS meeting

57.
The Executive Secretary presented the draft conclusions of this CDCS plenary meeting prepared by the Secretariat and the comments by the CDCS were taken into account in the final version of the document.
XIV. DATES AND VENUES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

58.
The Committee agreed that:

· The next Bureau will take place in Strasbourg, on 6-7 October 2009

· The next CDCS plenary meeting will take place in Strasbourg, on 24-25 February 2010.
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APPENDIX III
TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS ON SOCIAL SECURITY (CS-SS)

	1.
	Name of committee: 
	Committee of Experts on social security (CS-SS)



	2.
	Type of committee:
	Committee of Experts



	3.
	Source of terms of reference:


	The Committee of Ministers upon the proposal of the European Committee for Social Cohesion (CDCS)



	4.
	Terms of reference:

Having regard to: 

-
Resolution Res(2005)47 on committees and subordinate bodies, their terms of reference and working methods ;

-
the Declaration and the Action Plan adopted by the Heads of State and Government of the Council of Europe at their Third Summit (Warsaw, 16-17 May 2005), in particular Chapters I.4 “Ensuring compliance of the commitments made by member states and promoting political dialogue” and III.1 “Ensuring social cohesion”;

-
the Final Declaration of the Council of Europe Conference of Ministers responsible for Social Cohesion (Moscow, 26-27 February 2009);

-
the Council of Europe conventions, resolutions and recommendations relevant to social security, in particular, the European Social Charter and the European Social Charter Revised;

-
the Council of Europe specific conventions on social security, namely the:



	
	· European Code of Social Security and its Protocol;

· European Code of Social Security (revised);
· European Interim Agreement on Social Security Schemes relating to Old Age, Invalidity and Survivors and Protocol thereto; 
· European Interim Agreement on Social Security other than Schemes for Old Age, Invalidity and Survivors, and Protocol thereto; 
· European Convention on Social and Medical Assistance, and Protocol thereto; 

· European Convention on Social Security via its Supplementary Agreement.



	
	

	
	Under the authority of the European Committee for Social Cohesion (CDCS) and in relation with the implementation of Project 2008/DG3/1380 - “Promoting the European Code of Social Security” of the Programme of Activities the Committee is instructed to:

i.
examine the functioning and implementation of the above-mentioned instruments on social security, with a view to adapting them and improving their practical application; 
ii.
supervise the application of the European Code of Social Security (Article 74) and examine the conclusions of the Group of Consultants on the non-ratified provisions of the Code (Article 76);

iii.
analyse the conclusions of the control mechanism(s) of the European Code of Social Security so as to identify needs and priorities at national level, with a view to suggesting concrete solutions;

iv
promote the ratification of the Social Security instruments mentioned above particularly assisting member states wishing to ratify these instruments in the examination of the legal, financial and administrative implications of ratification;
v.
promote coordination of social security schemes;

vi.
take stock of problems that states have in meeting specific provisions of these legal instruments by providing, notably, the necessary technical assistance with a view to suggesting possible measures for overcoming the above-mentioned problems;

vii.
develop the knowledge of social security instruments through promotional activities, inter alia, organisation of colloquia, study visits, training courses etc;

viii.
study the evolution of national social security legislation, observe pan-European trends and developments in the social security field and prepare, for the attention of the CDCS, information on current issues and best practices;

ix.
deal with any other question relating to international social security at the request of the CDCS.



	5.
	Composition of the Committee: 



	5.A.
	Members 

Governments of member states are entitled to appoint representatives in the field of social security and with the following qualifications: senior national officials in the fields covered by the present terms of reference.
The Council of Europe budget will bear the travel and subsistence expenses of one representative from each member state (two in the case of the state whose representative has been elected Chair).



	5.B


	Other participants



	i.


	The European Commission may send representatives to meetings of the Committee without the right to vote or defrayal of expenses. 



	ii.


	The states with observer status with the Council of Europe (Canada, Holy See, Japan, Mexico, United States of America) may send representatives to meetings of the Committee without the right to vote or defrayal of expenses.



	iii.


	The following intergovernmental organisations may send representatives to meetings of the Committee without the right to vote or defrayal of expenses
: 
- International Labour Office (ILO)*;
- Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD);

- International Social Security Association (ISSA).
The Council of Europe budget will bear the travel and subsistence expenses of one representative of ILO organisation who will participate to the meetings of the Committee without the right to vote.



	iv.
	The European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) may send representatives to meetings of the Committee without the right to vote or defrayal of expenses.



	5.C.
	Observers


	
	The following non-member states may send representatives to meetings of the Committee without the right to vote or defrayal of expenses:

- Australia; 

- New Zealand.


	6. 
	Working Methods and Structures



	
	The CS-SS adopts its conclusions on the application of the European Code of Social Security and its Protocol and transmits them directly to the Committee of Ministers, and to the CDCS for information. 

The Committee will develop, within the limits of budgetary appropriations, exchanges with various specialists or experts, particularly from other Council of Europe bodies or international organisations and from the academic world, on identified subjects connected with the areas of competence of the Committee.




	7.
	Duration



	
	These terms of reference will expire on 31 December 2012. 




� Subject to special arrangements applicable to states or organisations marked by *.
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