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29 May 2009
COUNCIL OF EUROPE PLATFORM ON CHILDREN’S RIGHTS
LAUNCHING CONFERENCE

Strasbourg, 2-3 June 2009
Agora building, room G03
Programme
Tuesday 2 June 2009
09.00 
Registration 


09.30 
Official opening 
· Ms Maud de Boer-Buquicchio, Deputy Secretary General of the Council of Europe
· Ms Marjetica BOLE, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Slovenia to the Council of Europe, Committee of Ministers Presidency
Session I: 

Debate on the contents of the Draft guidelines for integrated national strategies against violence
10.00 

Round Table No. 1: Integrated national strategies against violence – the legal framework
Key note speech: Criteria for an effective legal framework by Mr Peter Newell, Co-Chair, International NGO Advisory Council for Follow up to the UN Secretary-General’s Study on Violence against Children


Panel of Experts:

· International standards – Ms Mirjana LAZAROVA TRAJKOVSKA, Judge, European Court of Human Rights
· The multiple roles of the law:  prevention, protection and prosecution - Ms Markéta MILLEROVÁ, Secretary to the Children’s Rights Committee, Secretary of Multisectorial Group for Violence Prevention, Czech Government Council for Human Rights
11.00

Coffee break
11.30
Round Table No. 2: Integrated national strategy against violence – policy framework

Key note speech: Mainstreaming children’s rights in all policies by Ms. Charlotte PALMSTIERNA, Head of Office, Coordination of the Policy on the Rights of the Child,
Ministry of Health and Social Affairs, Sweden


Panel of Experts:

· Positive parenting and true prevention versus traditional child protection – Mr Jan WILLEMS, Child Maltreatment, Early Childhood and Children’s Rights, Department of International and European Law and Maastricht Centre for Human Rights, Maastricht University Faculty of Law, the Netherlands
· Education – Ms Ólöf ÓLAFSDÓTTIR, Head of Department, Department of school and out-of-school education, Council of Europe
· Migration policies – Ms Maria Ochoa-Llidó, Head of Department, Migration and Roma Department, Council of Europe
Discussion
12.30

Buffet-luncheon hosted by the Deputy Secretary General of the Council of Europe

14.00
Round Table No. 3: Integrated national strategy against violence – institutional framework
Key note speech: Completing and understanding the institutional puzzle by Mr George Moschos, Deputy Ombudsman for Children, Greece


Panel of experts:
· Child impact assessment – Ms Liisa HEINÄMÄKI, Special Researcher, National Institute for Health and Welfare under the Ministry of Social Affairs and Health of Finland
· Independent children’s rights institutions - Ms Marie Anne Rodesch-Hengesch, President of the Ombudscommittee for the Rights of the Child, Luxembourg
· Children observatories – Mr Francisco ASENSIO, Head of Legal Service, General Subdirectorate on Children, Ministry of Health and Social Policies, Spain

Discussion
15.00

Round Table No. 4: Building a culture of children’s rights
Key note speech: Evolution of perceptions of childhood in society: who should lead? By Mr Trond Waage, Senior Fellow, Unicef Innocenti Research Centre


Panel of experts:

· Public campaigns – Mr Gareth Jenkins, Senior Adviser, Campaigns Team, NSPCC, the United Kingdom
· The role of the media – Mr Andris Mellakauls, Head of International Relations, National Broadcasting Council, Latvia
· Training of professionals working for and with children – Ms Jenny Pearce, Professor of Young People and Public Policy, Director of the Institute of the Applied Social Research, University of Bedfordshire, the United Kingdom
Discussion

16.00 

Coffee break
16.30

Round Table No. 5: Child-friendly services and mechanisms
Key note speech:  Children’s rights, needs and views: who cares? By Ms Simonetta Matone, Head of the Private Office, Ministry for Equality, Italy


Panel of experts:

· Mechanisms for Monitoring Cases of Violence against Children: a challenge for inter-disciplinary and international co-operation - Mr George Nikolaidis, Psychiatrist, Head of Centre for the Study and Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect, Department of Mental Health and Social Welfare, Institute of Child Health, Greece
· Monitoring institutions – Mr Eric Backer-RØed, Senior Adviser, County Governor of Hordaland, Norway
· Child-friendly justice – Ms Ksenija Turkovic, Professor of Criminal Law, University of Zagreb, Croatia, Vice-Chair of Council of Europe Group of Specialists on child-friendly justice
Wednesday 3 June 2009
Session II: 

The Council of Europe’s role in the United Nations context. Follow-up to the UN Secretary General’s Study on Violence against Children 
09.00
High-level panel discussion chaired by Ms Irma ERTMAN, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Finland to the Council of Europe, Thematic Co-ordinator on Children, Council of Europe Committee of Ministers 



Members of the panel: 

· Mr Thomas HAMMARBERG, Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights

· Ms Marta SANTOS PAIS, UN Secretary-General’s Special Representative on Violence against Children

· Mr Jaap E. DOEK, Former Chairperson of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child and General Rapporteur of the Rio Congress
· Ms Ksenija Turkovic, Professor of Criminal Law, University of Zagreb, Croatia, Vice-Chair of Council of Europe Group of Specialists on child-friendly justice
· Ms Elda MORENO, Director, Council of Europe “Building a Europe for and with children” programme

Key note speech No. 1:  Implementation of the Study Recommendations in Europe  Ms Marta Santos Pais, UN Secretary-General’s Special Representative on Violence against Children
Issues to be discussed:
· Progress at national and regional levels
· The Council of Europe’s Children’s Rights Platform and the role of national focal points 

· Identifying milestones and monitoring progress 
10.30 Coffee break
11.00   

Key note speech No. 2: Conclusions of the World Congress III against Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents (Rio, 25-28 November 2008) and suggestions for follow up in Europe - Professor Jaap E. Doek, Former Chairperson of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child and General Rapporteur of the Rio Congress


Issues to be discussed:
· Promotion of Council of Europe Conventions relevant to sexual violence 
· Public campaigns and prevention of sexual violence 

· Monitoring sexual violence
12.00 
Presentation of the Conference preliminary conclusions 
Ms Elda MORENO, Director, Council of Europe “Building a Europe for and with children” programme

12.30
Close of the meeting

Mr Thomas HammArberg, Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights
*               *

*

15.00
Informal meeting between Ms Marta SANTOS PAIS, the UN Secretary-General’s Special Representative on Violence against Children, and a group of NGOs
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� Agora building, ground floor, in front of the meeting room
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