The trafficking in human beings is a major problem in Europe today. Each year thousands
of people, most of them women and children, are victims of trafficking for purposes of
sexual or other exploitation in their own countries as well as abroad. All the indicators
unfortunately point to a growth in the number of victims. Containment of this traffic is
a universal concern, because this evil is a threat to human rights and to the fundamental
values of democratic societies. The Council of Europe Convention on Action against
Trafficking in Human Beings of 2005 considers “that trafficking in human beings
constitutes a violation of human rights and an offence to the dignity and the integrity of the
human being”, and “that trafficking in human beings may result in slavery for victims”.
The Council of Europe Convention is the first European treaty aiming to:
Prevent trafficking
Protect the rights of victims of trafficking
Prosecute the traffickers.
The Convention is applicable:
●

To all forms of trafficking, whether national or transnational, and whether
or not linked with organised crime

●

Whoever the victims may be, women, men or children

●

Whatever the forms of exploitation: sexual exploitation, forced labour or services,
slavery or similar practices, servitude and organ removal.

www.coe.int/trafficking
Directorate General of Human Rights

Trafficking in human beings is the modern version of the slave trade. People are
forced by poor and insecure circumstances, by economic and political hardships,
to leave their homeland in search of a better life. Alas, this quest can be a journey
into hell.
Human beings are treated as commodities to be bought and sold, subjected to every
form of exploitation: usually in the sex industry but also economically, for instance
in the agricultural sector or in declared or undeclared sweatshops, forced to work for
a pittance or no wages at all. Every day we learn of cases of domestic slavery where
persons working in a private family setting are ill-treated, humiliated and subjected
to exhausting working hours. Anyone, man, woman or child, can be entrapped and
victimised by this traffic.
The stories of Talina, Fabia, Yvo, Anna and Sofia illustrate all these forms of exploitation.
The Council of Europe, whose prime objective is to safeguard and protect human rights,
intends these stories to alert the citizens of its 46 member states. The fight against
trafficking in human beings has become one of its priorities. Numerous activities
have already been conducted at the political and legal level by the Council of Europe
to combat this traffic, the most recent being the adoption of the Council of Europe
Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings. The comic strip you
are about to read is a further contribution to Council of Europe action to combat
trafficking and protect its victims.

01

Chapter #1

T

alina is
a girl of 18
living with
her parents in a
poverty-stricken
region affected
by war two
years ago.
Talina doesn’t go
to school because
she must help
her parents.

Sacha

don ’t eat
so quickly !!
My poor sisters
and brothers are
just starving ...

03

Mother, mother !
I’m going to be
a model !!!

I’m not sure
about that,
daughter ...

Yes I am !
That man
promised me

TONS

of money and
lots of trips !

Hi, sweetie,
what ’s
your name ?
... Pull your
hair back
and let me
see...

Say, aren ’t you
tall ! What
height are you ?

Hmm... I know him !
It ’s Bojan, the son
of my boss ... we could
try and phone him !
You ’re exactly the type
of girl I’m looking for !
Unbelievable !... You know
you could earn lots
of money as a model
and spend your life
travelling !...
Here ’s my card,
ask your parents
to give me a call
so we can settle it
together !
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Hello
Is that
Bojan...

Bojan is
coming
to meet us
at home
tonight !

Well ?!
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... and then with all the money
she ’s sure to earn, she can
come home often, or you
could leave the country
and move in with her ...

Here
he is !!!

Madam, allow me
to offer you this
humble gift ...

Good evening,
everyone.

Your daughter has what it takes
to become a top model...
She ’s a little young to leave home.
But it ’s just the right age
to get ahead in that line !

06

Hello... what ?
It can ’t be
possible...

Oh no !

... My star model has fallen
ill. She was going away
with me for a photo
session tomorrow!

At last our life
will be
different !
Good, so I’ll see you
tomorrow, my dear. Thanks
for your kind reception.
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Thank you for
doing so much
for me and for
my family...

Don ’t cry now, kid.
Here, use this,
you have to be
the loveliest
of them all !
Not to
worry...

But
I have no
papers...

Down
Rex
!!!
What about
paying
for the trip... ?

Don ’t worry, you
can refund me
out of your first
pay packet !
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Thank you
very much indeed,
Sir...
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Give me your
papers, there are
pickpockets about

Just
relax...

Fame awaits us,
my Beauty !
So let’s not
waste any time !

Wait here for me !

Well, that’s not all, how
about doing some trial
photos ?... Would you put
these on and some make-up...

Sorry, love,
but the hotel has
no room...
Here you are,
this ’ll spark
you up, love !!!

Don ’t be afraid,
we’ll spend the night
with one of my friends,
he’s a photographer

Hello Mikaïl,
this is Talina.
Could you put us
No
up for the night ? problem..

You ’re
perfect
my sweet !

come in !

Come closer and
give us a real
glamour pose...
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Don ’t snivel, now !
If you can’t control
yourself, you can
go back to poverty !!!!

Whatever is
happening to
me, my head is
spinning...

I must get
away from here
at all costs !

All right, let’s
not leave her
lying there,
we’ll tuck her
into bed !

Where do
you think
you’re going
?!

Mercy...

Let me
go !!!

You’ve no right !

You ’re going out, yes,
but on the streets
for me to pay me
back for your trip
... And if you try to run
away again, don’t forget

I know where your
family lives...

12

13

Girls, may
I introduce
Talina !

I won’t be able
to face my parents
ever again...
... Anyway,
will I ever see them
again some day ?

Well now,
beautiful,
are you new,
then ?

Come to
Charley !!!

Piss off
you drunk !!!
Leave my girls
in peace !
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Chapter #2

F

abia,
aged
15, was
handed over
by her poor
mother to one
“ Sonia ” who
has found her
a servant’s job
in a well-off
household
a long way
from her home.
Hello ! Do you
live here ?
That's cool,
we’re
neighbours !
My name is Fabia,
I do housework
with this lady to
help my family

See you
soon !
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Good day, Madam, here ’s Fabia,
I told you about her !

Yes, Madam, in
my country I helped
a lot at home,
I have 7 brothers !

Hello, Fabia,
You’re very
hard-working,
Sonia tells me.

That ’s nice, but
you’ll have to
work well, otherwise
I won’t pay over your
wages to your mum
who badly needs them...

Do you think the
table service will
take care of itself...?!
my guests are waiting !!!

Stop
Princess
!!!

Useless idiot !

Please, can
Fabia go out
with me to
the pictures ?

FABIA !!!

You’re a good-fornothing !!

SLAP !

Into the
cellar, that’s
where you
belong !!!
Do you know what all that
costs ? I’ll make you
work day and night
until you’ve paid me back
to the last penny !!

No, she has a lot
of work to do...
Don’t come bothering
us any more !!
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Why are you still
asleep ?!
... and on the linen,
what’s more !!!

Look what
you’ve done to
the linen ! It’s
only fit to be
burnt !!!
But it was
dirty linen and...

Cheeky brat !

I took you in to help
your poor mother and
7 brothers; shall I tell
them this is how
you repay me..

Back to work now !
And just don’t
try anything...
No, mistress,
I’ll do whatever
you want !
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21

Good morning. I ’m
selling tickets for
my football club ...

Yesterday I heard
noises like people
quarrelling,
anything wrong ?

BOTHER,
the ball is over
the neighbours ’
fence !

Oh, it was my dog
Princess playing up
What’s happened to
young Fabia who
used to work for
you a while ago ?

She went back home
and had a baby
last year
Hello, darling...
what ’s Mark
doing here ?

Umm ... I have to go,
thank you, Mrs
Polberg

FABIA ?

No, it can ’t
be true !!!
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Hello, is that
the police, it’s
awful, the man
next door is down
in the cellar
with his home help,
raping her!

Open up !
Police !

Don ’t
move ! You
are under
arrest !

Can you vouch for
the truth of your
allegations, sir ?

YES

,
he keeps her shut up
in his cellar !!!
I’m talking to Mrs Jasmin, President of an
association that fights modern-day
slavery. What will become of this poor girl
?
We ’re going to give
her the physical
and psychological
care she needs and
do all we can to make
sure she gets back to
her family...

We’ll be there
right away !
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You surely remember young Fabia who
worked literally like a slave for the Polbergs....
She has now returned home, accompanied
by members of the association, and been
reunited with her family. As for the Polberg
couple, both have criminal charges to answer.
If you would like to find out more about
human trafficking, see you soon
on the Council of Europe website:

www.coe.int/trafficking
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Chapter #3

Y

vo, aged
25, lives in
poverty with
his wife and their
3 children. He’s been
unemployed since the
coal mine closed.

Yvo, you ’re a full
month late with
the rent that you
owe me...

... So, you and
your brood will
have to clear out
of here !
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But I ’ll find
some more
work, I just need
a little time !

Throw those
bums out
of my house
!!

Please ! I ’ll do
anything !!

Hello cousin, look
I’ve a bloke for you ...
You can have him for
1000 per month... OK ?

You ’ll work for
my cousin on his
farm. The lorry
leaves at daybreak.
Of course,
I ’ll take the rent
out of your
wages !

I’m doing it for
their sake, so
don’t disappoint
me or else... !

Thank
you !!
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Stupid
clot !!!

Line up !

You’ve been
picking unripe
beet !!!!

Sorry
Sir, I didn ’t
know !

You ’re for
the beet field !

You can work an extra
4 hours every evening
this week ...
That’ll teach you !

Show me
your hands !
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Hey you,
You ’re not
paid to sleep !

What are you
up to, we’ve been
waiting 20 minutes
for you !!

I’ll wake you,
I will

!!!

I hope everything
is fine for them...
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Come on,
shift that
carcass !
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Chapter #4

T

wo sisters,
Anna, 15 and
Sofia, 19, have

left their home town,
lured by the promise
of a waitressing job
in a capital city, but
what really awaits
them is a house of
assignation.

and

Well what would
you like today ?

Have you anything new ?
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I’ve a youngster
I was keeping
for our best
clients !

Sofia, I'm afraid,
Keep me safe !

Anna !

Anna

!!
what is
happening ?!

Over here !
Go into the next room
with this gentleman !

Leave my sister
alone, she ’s just
a kid !!!

Hey, you !
Don’t just stand about,
go to room 11, a customer’s
waiting for you !

You’ll soon see
what we do to
saucy bitches
of your sort !

Come here !
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It’s time for us to get rid
of some girls... We have
an appointment with Max
tonight. I hope to get
a good price out of him...

1 year later...
I’ll take
the little
redhead and
the brunette !

NO !!

SOFIA !!!
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