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Women suffering from domestic violence are not only victims of abuse, they are also victims of silence, victims of indifference and victims of neglect. They are not helpless and weak, but they are often let down. This is what the Council of Europe Campaign is determined to change. The key words are inform, help and empower. 

The slogan of the Campaign is Stop Domestic Violence. This is the message to governments, who must meet their political, legislative and administrative obligations to prevent domestic violence, help the victims and punish the perpetrators. 

It is a message to the public – to all of us – to stop looking the other way and to stop minimising the scale and the gravity of this problem. 
It is also a message to men, who should be considered as essential actors in preventing the violence. Our Campaign is not about women protecting women; it is about men protecting women as well. 

Most importantly, the message of the Campaign must reach the victims and tell them that they are not alone. Women suffering from abuse must be told that they are entitled to protection and help, and they must be told where it is and how they can get to it. 

When it comes to the role of governments, we should start by recalling the nature of their obligations. Every Government has a responsibility to protect the human rights of all its citizens and everyone else in the country. A Government must therefore take all reasonable measures to prevent, investigate and punish all forms of violence against women, including violence within the family. 

This Campaign will build on the existing Recommendation by the Council of Europe Committee of Ministers on the protection of women against violence – the Recommendation which was adopted in 2005. This Recommendation covers all forms of gender-based violence, and it is the first international call for a global strategy to prevent violence and to protect its victims. 

The Recommendation is a non-exhaustive compendium of measures which have already been adopted by some, but not all 46 member states of the Council of Europe. 

The first objective of our campaign is therefore to make sure that governments go through this check-list of measures and implement them if they have not already done so. By adding new measures, every government can also help to create a collection of good practices, which should allow our member states to learn from each other’s successes and mistakes. 

The Campaign has, of course, a very strong parliamentary dimension as well, and the role of parliamentarians and representatives of local and regional authorities is essential in making sure that the results of the Campaign are implemented through policy decisions and appropriate legislative and administrative measures at the national and local level. 

Finally, an effective fight against domestic violence requires the broadest possible public action. We all have a role to play in stopping the violence and helping the victims, from civil society to teachers, and from social workers to medical staff, but the fact remains that violence against women is a violation of human rights and a particularly devastating form of criminal offence. Our governments do not have an option - they must act effectively and they must act now. 

This Campaign is not launched merely to talk about domestic violence; it is meant to do something about it. Its ultimate success will not be measured by the number of seminars or declarations, but by the positive and quantifiable changes which our campaign helps to bring about in the lives of women suffering from abuse, through better laws, more shelters, better counselling, more help and above all by prevention. Eighteen months from now, we must be able to look back and say we have made a difference. We must not let down these victims of a widespread abuse of human rights. 

