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Towards a

European Alliance of Cities and Regions for Roma
 Inclusion 

Questionnaire

Please reply by email to roma.summit@coe.int
On 22 September 2011 the Summit of Mayors on Roma, organised by the Congress of Local and Regional authorities and the Special Representative of the Council of Europe Secretary General for Roma issues, adopted a final declaration, which under point 9 states:   

“We recognise the need to pursue cooperation between municipalities and regions in Europe and we are determined to take sustained further action to build on this Summit. To this end, we support the proposal to establish a European Alliance of Cities and Regions for Roma Inclusion, to be set up as a framework for co-operation, sharing of good practices, strengthening local and regional capacities for action, identifying specific problems and proposing solutions, and helping to ensure funding for Roma activities at the grassroots level. We welcome in this regard the statements by several municipalities and regions declaring their commitment to form a core group to build this Alliance, and call on the municipalities and regions of Europe to join in this co-operation framework”.

The preparatory process for setting-up such a cooperation framework is currently underway. The Alliance will be a flexible framework for cooperation among local and regional authorities, focusing on practical, result-oriented capacity-building action for effective Roma inclusion. Municipalities and regions will be able to participate in specific activities on an à la carte basis, selecting the topics that correspond to their interest and needs.

In order to better assess your needs and interests that could be addressed through the activities of the Alliance, we should be grateful if you could answer the following questions (your replies will be treated as purely indicative, they do not commit you):

1. Which are the main priority fields or themes of interest for your municipality/region regarding Roma inclusion? (please tick a maximum of 7 boxes)
Thematic Issues

[ ]
Education (combating segregation, absenteeism etc)

[ ]
Health Care

[ ]
Employment (vocational training, apprenticeship etc) 

[ ]
Housing (resettlement, integrated processes etc)

Transversal Issues

[ ] 
Empowerment and participation of the Roma community

[ ]
Rights, duties and responsibilities

[ ]
Consulting with Roma NGOs and civil society in general

[ ]
Communicating with the Roma and non Roma population / managing diversity 

[ ]
Obtaining broad acceptance of policies: the importance of defining and communicating policies

[ ]
Mediation with Roma communities

[ ]
Combating stereotypes, discrimination, antigypsyism/promoting intercultural understanding 

[ ] 
Strategies for preventing harmful practices (early marriages, domestic violence, begging, trafficking etc)

[ ] 
Security and public order issues (crime, violence, intercultural conflicts and incident management)

[ ]
Managing migration questions that arise at local level

[ ]
Access to public services

[ ]
Inclusion vs segregation

[ ]
Access to national/European funding for projects/developing quality projects

[ ]
Other [please specify] ………………………………………………………………..

2. In your view, what kind of activities would be most suitable for working on these issues? (please tick a maximum of 7 boxes)
[ ] 
Seminars/workshops on specific topics

[ ] 
Exchange of good practices  

[ ]
Development and evaluation of indicators

[ ]
Capacity building training of your staff 

[ ]
Workshops for elected representatives

[ ] 
Twinning, transfer of methodologies between cities/regions

[ ] 
Publications; handbooks/guidelines

[ ] 
European Database of good practices on Roma inclusion

[ ]
Website, virtual networks

[ ]
Study visits to cities/regions

[ ]
Access to tools/research facilities for (self-)analysis of needs (needs assessment)

[ ]
Other [please specify] ………………………………………………………………..

3. To what extent could your municipality/region benefit from/take part in the activities of the Alliance if the working languages were limited to English and French?
[ ] 
We would be able to take part even without interpretation

[ ] 
We would absolutely need interpretation in our own language

4. Please give us an indication of whether you would be interested in joining the Alliance and benefit from its activities. Would you in principle be interested?

[ ] Yes

[ ] No

Your contact details:

- Name of municipality/region: 
………………………………………………………...

- Country:



………………………………………………………...

- Contact person: 


………………………………………………………...


Position/Function:

………………………………………………………...

Address:


………………………………………………………...

Tel / fax:


………………………………………………………...


Email:



………………………………………………………...

� The term “Roma” used at the Council of Europe refers to Roma, Sinti, Kale and related groups in Europe, including Travellers and the Eastern groups (Dom and Lom), and covers the wide diversity of the groups concerned, including persons who identify themselves as “Gypsies”.
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