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Spanish freelance journalists Antonio Pampliega and Manuel Angel Sastre were intercepted
by Ukrainian police upon arrival at Kyiv airport on 24 August 2017. They were deported on
the same day under the pretense that they represented "a threat to national security". The
two journalists intended to cover the armed con ict in the east of the country, as they did in
a previous report in December 2014. The Spanish consular authorities told the journalists
that the Ukrainian authorities justi ed their deportation by the fact that they were on a list
drawn up by the Ukrainian secret service. The Federation of Associations of Journalists of
Spain (FAPE) condemned the deportation. It asked the Spanish authorities to request o cial
explanations from the Ukrainian authorities.
RESOLVED
02 Nov 2017: On 2 November 2017, following the lift of travel ban on journalists
Antonio Pampliega and Manuel Angel Sastre, the partner organisations to the Platform
declared this case to be ”resolved”, concluding it was no longer an active threat to
media freedom.

UPDATES
23 Oct 2017: On 10 October 2017, the Ukrainian Security Service (SBU) announced that
it lifted the travel ban on the two Spanish journalists who were denied entry to the
country in August.



Article published by hromadske international: "Ukrainian Security Service Lifts
Travel Ban on Two Spanish Journalists "

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION





Statement from CPJ: "Ukraine bars Spanish journalists over coverage of con ict in
east"



Report published on Mapping Media Freedom platform : "Ukraine: Two Spanish
journalists deported and banned from entering country for 3 years"



CPJ statement: "Ukraine bars Spanish journalists over coverage of con ict in east"



EFJ/IFJ statement: "La FEJ et la FIJ condamnent l’expulsion d’Ukraine de deux
journalistes espagnols"



Article published on eldiario.es: "La FAPE cree "inconcebible" la expulsión de Ucrania
de dos periodistas españoles"



STATE REPLIES
02 Nov 2017 | O cial reply from the Ukrainian authorities



Letter from the Permanent Representation of Ukraine to the
Council of Europe

