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The demographic challenges of modern societies – population dejuvenation and population greying – can be addressed by three types of population-related policies: fertility-related policies, longevity-related policies and migration-related policies. 

Social cohesion covers many dimensions in the relations between individuals, groups and generations. Important demographic dimensions of social cohesion apply to within- as well as between-generational processes: the first include gender relations, parent-child relations, and adult-elderly family relations, as well as the relations between the majority population and specific vulnerable groups; the second relates to intergenerational equilibrium and continuity in society. 

Whereas some population-related aspects of social cohesion may be dealt with by short-term and single-dimensional policies, only a comprehensive and long-term designed policy scenario in which all three of the basic demographic determinants – fertility, longevity and migration – are being dealt with, can address effectively the major demographic challenges of population-related aspects of social cohesion. Whereas some aspects of an immigration-focused policy or of a population greying-related policy can be expected to have relatively short-term results, most of the fertility-focused policy measures can only be expected to have effects over a longer-term period, i.e. beyond 2020.

Population-related policies that want to deal with the more fundamental causes of the demographic trends, in particular population dejuvenation, will require efforts in domains such as gender relations, family and work relations, environmental design, child and family values, and life course organisation. They need to be initiated and gradually developed in the coming years. Policies addressing population greying include activating the older adults, adapting the social protection system, and reinforcing intergenerational solidarity. Policy options with respect to migration also need to address several action domains: the regulation of migration flows, the integration of migrants and the improvement of the integrative interaction between immigrants and the native population. 
In the next two to three decades feasible and desirable population development in Europe defines the range of policy options and their impact. This time perspective, the existence of the strong infrastructure of the advanced welfare regimes and the high value Europeans attach to social protection systems require on the one hand adaptation of labour as well as social protection policies to the changing demography, and on the other hand the design and implementation of multidimensional and long-term population-related policies.

