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“The question is not how to stop foreigners at the border but how to manage migration in a globalized economy for the benefit of all. Migration is here to stay and is indeed an integral feature of modern life” (Brunson Mc Kinley, Director General of IOM)

Introduction to the topic

Since the middle of the 1980s, Europe as a whole has become a continent of immigration. In most European countries, immigration is today the most important component of population growth and in many countries immigrant births are an important contribution to the natural growth of the population.

Since the 1980s, the types and origins of migration have changed. Labour migration was followed by family reunification, asylum migration gained in importance, particularly after the collapse of the communist planned economies, the flows became more diverse and include temporary as well as permanent migrants, increasingly from developing countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America. Migration turned at the same time more female: almost half of today’ migrants are woman.

In most European countries migration and asylum laws were profoundly modified. Legislation and jurisdiction for legal migrants evolved generally in favour of the respect of human rights. Nevertheless, in certain regions of Europe, irregular migration dominated the flows and the protection of undocumented migrants from exploitation and abuse became a major human rights issue. 

Migratory flows as well as policies reflect very much the geographical position of the different countries, their historical background, migration experience as well as their demographic and economic situation. The contrast between Western, Northern as well as Southern Europe with a strongly positive migratory balance and Central and Eastern Europe with a strongly negative balance is particularly striking. The proportion of migrants and persons of foreign origin remains very different between countries.

The changing composition of the immigrant population and the emergence of second and third generations of immigrant background put integration policies high on the agenda. Housing and employment policies, education and language policies, cultural and religious rights, political participation, access to citizenship and intercommunity relations etc. became key issues of policy debate and policy measures, particularly in the cities and urban areas of Europe.

The “management of migration” includes not only the migratory flows and the partnership between countries of origin and destination but also the integration of immigrant populations, the respect of human rights and the social, cultural and political rights of immigrant populations. The prevention of discrimination and social exclusion is of particular importance for the successful integration and positive contribution of migrants to the human, social and cultural capital of Europe.
Questions for the debate
A.
Demographic trends, labour demand and migration management

How will the labour markets evolve with the expected onset of a declining labour force and rapid ageing in Europe?

Which migrants do European countries want to attract and from which regions of the world will they come from? What are their expected skills and abilities? Which role shall family migration play?

How can the demand for labour be met without leaving the matching to irregular migration and smuggling networks? 

What are the links between migration and development and how can they be fostered in the interest of the individual migrant as well as the countries of origin and destination?
B.
 Integration, human rights and social cohesion

Are there educational and cultural prerequisites for the integration of migrants in a context of growing diversity? Are there national and/or European core values? 

How have policies to be shaped to effectively foster integration?

How important is the access to citizenship for integration and the achievement of political participation? What are the social and political impacts of growing trans-nationalism and multiple citizenships? 

How can the human rights of migrants (and in particular the rights of women, children and other vulnerable groups) be effectively protected? How can a multi-tiered system of rights and responsibilities for different types of (regular and irregular) migrants be justified on ethical grounds? 
