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There are four demographic determinants of population ageing:

1. Below replacement fertility, as observed in nearly all member countries of the Council of Europe and as assumed to prevail in the future.

2. The existing age structure, as result of 100 years of demographic development, affects the size of future parents’ generations and the number of their births.

3. Increasing life expectancy and survival boosts the number of the elderly and the oldest old.

4. Immigration. UN model calculations demonstrate its limited effect on population ageing.

Population ageing challenges to adapt pension system, health sector, and long-term care to the increasing number of elderly (in particular of the oldest old) while the number of persons in working age and of children and youth, the future persons in working age, decreases.

Whether the family or institutions is caring for the oldest old, has to be reconsidered. The living arrangements of the elderly are changing. Today, only a small fraction of the elderly lives in institutions. The percentage is typically higher among the oldest old and highest among the non-married.

Three-generation households became rare. But the generations of a family, though living in separate households, support each other.

With increasing childlessness, divorce and separation, or not marrying at all, the future elderly will more frequently live alone, have no partner and/or no children. Mutual support in informal networks (friends, neighbours) or formal support (nurses, doctors, hospitals) will have to replace family support, if unavailable.

Future intergenerational solidarity and fair burden - sharing among generations are at stake.
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