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THE NETHERLANDS

1. What is the title, rank and position of the Legal Adviser?

In the Netherlands the function of Legal Adviser of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs is attached to the 
function of Head of the International Law Division in the Legal Affairs Department. In contacts 
within the Netherlands’ administration the Legal Adviser is referred to as Head of the International 
Law Division. In contacts with the embassies and international legal institutions in The Hague and 
at international meetings he is referred to as “Legal Adviser”. 

2. What are the principal functions of the OLA?

The principal functions of the OLA are to advise the Minister of Foreign Affairs as well as policy 
departments within the Ministry on issues of public international law. Also the OLA may advise 
other ministries if complex issues of public international law exceed the specific expertise of 
lawyers in those ministries. The OLA acts as guardian of the consistency in the positions taken by 
the Netherlands’ government on issues of public international law, inter alia in the process of the 
negotiation of treaties. The OLA participates in Netherlands’ delegations to international 
conferences with a view to securing the correctness of Netherlands positions from the perspective 
of public international law. The OLA acts on behalf of the Kingdom of the Netherlands as agent in 
international judicial proceedings – such as the International Court of Justice and the European 
Court of Human Rights – or in international arbitral proceedings. 

Representation of the Netherlands before the Court of Justice of the European Communities is not 
the responsibility of the OLA but of a sister division in the Legal Affairs Department, the European 
Law Division. 

3. Please give a brief description of staff employed by the OLA, including overseas staff

The OLA comprises a head of division/ also Legal Adviser, a deputy head, ten staff members 
(senior legal counsels) and one secretary. Other administrative functions such as archivists and 
documentalists are shared by all divisions of the Legal Affairs Department (i.e. apart from the 
International Law Division and the already mentioned European Law Division there are also 
divisions for civil law, treaties, and administrative law). 

4. Briefly describe the organisation and structure of the OLA

See the reply to question 3. 

5. What is the OLA’s place within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs?

The Legal Affairs Department (including the OLA) is attached to the Office of the Secretary-
General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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6. What are the main contacts of the OLA within Government?

The main contacts of the OLA within the Government are with the (legal) departments of – in 
particular – the Ministries of Justice, Defence, Transport and Water Management, Environment 
and Finance. 

7. Please describe the relations of the OLA with lawyers in private practice, academics and 
legal institutions

Main contacts with lawyers in private practice are those with the lawyers of the government 
attorney (the office of the government attorney is also a private law office); contacts with 
academics take place in particular in the framework of the contacts with an external advisory body, 
the Advisory Committee on Issues of Public International Law, which to a large extent consists of 
academics; contacts with legal institutions are mainly with the T.M.C.Asser Institute (an inter-
university institute for the promotion of the study of international law) and the Netherlands 
Association for International Law (a branch of the ILA).

8. Please provide a brief bibliography on the OLA, if available

A bibliography on the OLA is not available. 


