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ISRAEL

1. What is the title, rank and position of the Legal Adviser?

The Legal Adviser of Israel's Ministry of Foreign Affairs has the formal rank of Deputy Director 
General. The Legal Adviser heads the Office of the Legal Adviser, a unique division within the 
Ministry and acts as an adviser to the Minister and Director-General on issues of international law. 
The Legal Adviser is a civil servant and is generally appointed by internal tender from among the 
employees of the Ministry. However, there have been a number of examples of Legal Advisers 
appointed from outside the staff of the Ministry.

2. What are the principal functions of the OLA?

The Office offers legal advice and services to the senior staff, the various departments and 
missions of the Ministry in regard to issues arising in the conduct of the foreign affairs of the State 
of Israel. A central objective is to ensure compliance with Israel's international legal obligations and 
relevant domestic legislation relating to foreign affairs. The role of the Office includes both offering 
legal advice and taking an active part in developing and implementing policy and positions of the 
Ministry and the Government.  Staff lawyers frequently represent Israel in international 
conferences, negotiations and bilateral and multilateral activities.

The OLA is also responsible for legal advice in respect of the administrative aspects of the work of 
the Ministry, as well as litigation, both local and international.

3. Please give a brief description of staff employed by the OLA, including overseas staff.

Currently there are approximately 15 attorneys, four articled clerks (recent law school graduates 
fulfilling Israeli article legislation obligations) and support staff in the OLA. Additionally, one 
attorney is assigned to Israel's Permanent Mission to the United Nations in New York and another 
to Israel's Embassy at The Hague. All attorneys are licensed to practice law in Israel and some 
members of the OLA are licensed to foreign jurisdictions.

Approximately half of the attorneys in the department are part of Israel's foreign service who serve 
tours in the Office. Those attorneys often rotate between legal positions within the OLA and 
diplomatic postings in Israel and abroad as members of Israel's foreign service. Additional lawyers 
are generally recruited from outside the government and are not formally part of Israel's foreign 
service, though they belong to the permanent staff of the OLA.

In addition to its full-time staff, the Office regularly consults with outside experts from both 
academia and private practice in Israel and abroad. 

4. Briefly describe the organization and structure of the OLA.

The Legal Adviser supervises the activities of the Deputy Legal Adviser and four additional 
departments. Those include the Departments of International Law, Diplomatic Law, Treaty Law and 
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General Law.  The majority of the attorneys receive significant responsibility over areas of law, 
often corresponding to a "client" department within the Ministry. 

5. What is the OLA's place within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs?

As detailed above, the OLA is a unique division within the Ministry. Its attorneys interact regularly 
with the various departments of the Ministry headquarters and diplomats serving at missions 
around the world. 

6. What are the main contacts of the OLA within Government?

The Legal Advisers is professionally guided by the Attorney General. The OLA regularly 
cooperates with various other government ministries including Justice, Defense, Finance, Interior, 
Environment and others. OLA attorneys regularly represent the department and the Ministry on 
intergovernmental committees on legal issues. The Legal Adviser also has contacts throughout the
branches of the government, including the judiciary, the Knesset - Israel's Parliament and Israel's 
security establishments, including especially close contacts with the International Law branch of 
the Israel Defense Forces' Judge Advocate General.

7. Please describe the relations of the OLA with lawyers in private practice, academics and 
legal institutions.

There are regular ties between the OLA and lawyers in practice, especially in regard to aspects of 
diplomatic law and international public law which may have relevance for the practice of law in 
Israel. Additionally, attorneys in the OLA have taught courses and lectured in Israeli universities on 
aspects of international law. At the same time, the OLA regularly consults with academics on 
issues which may arise within the expertise of those academics.


