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Preamble
The member states of the Council of Europe andtiher signatories hereto,

Recalling the Convention for the Protection of Hunfaights and Fundamental Freedoms
(ETS No. 5, 1950) and its Protocols, the Europeatiab Charter (ETS No. 35, 1961, revised
in 1996, ETS No. 163), the Council of Europe Conienon Action against Trafficking in
Human Beings (ETS No. 197, 2005) and the Coundiwbpe Convention on the Protection
of Children against Sexual Exploitation and SeXAlalse (ETS No. 201, 2007);

Recallingthe following recommendations of the Committee ohisters to member states of
the Council of Europe: Recommendation Rec(2002)3henprotection of women against
violence, Recommendation Rec(2007)17 on gender liggustandards and mechanisms,
Recommendation Rec(2010)10 on the role of womenraad in conflict prevention and
resolution and in peace building, and other relevacommendations;

Taking accounbf the growing body of case law of the European r€ofi Human Rights
which sets important standards in the field of enae against women;

Having regardto the International Covenant on Civil and Politiddights (1966), the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and @altRights (1966), the United Nations
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Digaination Against Women (“CEDAW”,
1979) and its Optional Protocol (1999) as well an&al Recommendation No. 19 of the
CEDAW Committee on violence against women, the éthiNations Convention on the
Rights of the Child (1989) and its Optional Protsc¢2000) and the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disaletit{2006);

Having regard to the Rome Statute of the Intermati€riminal Court (2002);

Recalling the basic principles of international fanmtarian law, and especially the Geneva
Convention (IV) relative to the Protection of Cigih Persons in Time of War (1949) and the
Additional Protocols | and Il (1977) thereto;

Condemning all forms of violence against women @mehestic violence;

Recognising that the realisation of de jure anfad® equality between women and men is a
key element in the prevention of violence againsinen;

Recognisingthat violence against women is a manifestation isfohically unequal power
relations between women and men, which have ledbtoination over, and discrimination
against, women by men and to the prevention ofutthh@dvancement of women;

Recognising the structural nature of violence agfamomen as gender-based violence, and
that violence against women is one of the cruaaiad mechanisms by which women are
forced into a subordinate position compared witmme
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Recognisingwith grave concern, that women and girls are oéemosed to serious forms of
violence such as domestic violence, sexual haragsmape, forced marriage, crimes
committed in the name of so-called “honour” and igémmutilation, which constitute a
serious violation of the human rights of women ayids and a major obstacle to the
achievement of equality between women and men;

Recognising the ongoing human rights violationsirdurarmed conflicts that affect the
civilian population, especially women in the formh widespread or systematic rape and
sexual violence and the potential for increaseddgebased violence both during and after
conflicts;

Recognising that women and girls are exposed tigleehrisk of gender-based violence than
men;

Recognising that domestic violence affects womeapraiportionately, and that men may also
be victims of domestic violence;

Recognisinghat children are victims of domestic violence |ugiing as witnesses of violence
in the family;

Aspiring to create a Europe free from violence agiaivomen and domestic violence,

Have agreed as follows:
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Chapter | — Purposes, definitions, equality
and non-discrimination, general obligations

Article 1
Purposes of the Convention

1. The purposes of this Convention are to:

a. protect women against all forms of violence, anevent, prosecute and eliminate
violence against women and domestic violence;

b.  contribute to the elimination of all forms ofsdiimination against women and
promote substantive equality between women and mnefyding by empowering
women);

c. design a comprehensive framework, policies apdsures for the protection of and
assistance to all victims of violence against woraed domestic violence;

d. promote international co-operation with a view dliminating violence against
women and domestic violence;

e. provide support and assistance to organisatmils law-enforcement agencies to
effectively co-operate in order to adopt an integgaapproach to eliminating
violence against women and domestic violence.

2. In order to ensure effective implementationtsfarovisions by the Parties, this Convention
establishes a specific monitoring mechanism.

Article 2
Scope of the Convention

1. This Convention shall apply to all forms of wnte against women, including domestic
violence, which affects women disproportionately.

2. Parties are encouraged to apply this Convemtiatl victims of domestic violence. Parties
shall pay particular attention to women victimsggehder-based violence in implementing the
provisions of this Convention.

3. This Convention shall apply in times of peacé ensituations of armed conflict.

Article 3
Definitions

For the purpose of this Convention:

a. ‘“violence against women” is understood as aatimh of human rights and a form of
discrimination against women and shall mean al aftgender-based violence that
result in, or are likely to result in, physicalxsal, psychological or economic harm
or suffering to women, including threats of suchtsaccoercion or arbitrary
deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in pubbcin private life;
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b. “domestic violence” shall mean all acts of phgsi sexual, psychological or
economic violence that occur within the family amaestic unit or between former
or current spouses or partners, whether or ngpéingetrator shares or has shared the
same residence with the victim;

c. “gender” shall mean the socially constructedesplbehaviours, activities and
attributes that a given society considers appropf@ women and men;

d. “gender-based violence against women” shall nvealence that is directed against a
woman because she is a woman or that affects wadmproportionately;

e. ‘“victim” shall mean any natural person who i®jsat to the conduct specified in
points a and b;

f. “women” includes girls under the age of 18.

Article 4
Fundamental rights, equality and non-discrimination

1. Parties shall take the necessary legislativeadher measures to promote and protect the
right for everyone, particularly women, to live érérom violence in both the public and the
private sphere.

2. Parties condemn all forms of discrimination agawomen and take, without delay, the
necessary legislative and other measures to préy@mparticular by:

- embodying in their national constitutions or otheppropriate legislation the
principle of equality between women and men andiemg the practical realisation
of this principle;

- prohibiting discrimination against women, incloglithrough the use of sanctions,
where appropriate;

- abolishing laws and practices which discrimiregainst women.

3. The implementation of the provisions of this @emtion by the Parties, in particular
measures to protect the rights of victims, shallsbeured without discrimination on any
ground such as sex, gender, race, colour, languafgjon, political or other opinion,

national or social origin, association with a na#b minority, property, birth, sexual

orientation, gender identity, age, state of healtbability, marital status, migrant or refugee
status, or other status.

4. Special measures that are necessary to premenpratect women from gender-based
violence shall not be considered discriminationarrttie terms of this Convention.
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Article 5
Principles of state responsibility, including due digence

1. Parties shall refrain from engaging in any actiofence against women and ensure that
state authorities, officials, agents, instituti@amsl other actors acting on behalf of the state act
in conformity with this obligation.

2. Parties shall take the necessary legislative ameraheasures to exercise due diligence to
prevent, investigate, punish and provide repardoracts of violence covered by the scope
of this Convention that are perpetrated by noresaators.

Article 6
Gender-sensitive policies

Parties shall undertake to include a gender petispein the implementation and evaluation
of the impact of the provisions of this Conventamd to promote and effectively implement
policies of equality between women and men ancthpowerment of women.
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Chapter Il — Integrated policies and data collectio

Article 7
Comprehensive and co-ordinated policies

1. Parties shall take the necessary legislative athdr measures to adopt and implement
state-wide effective, comprehensive and co-ordthgielicies encompassing all relevant
measures to prevent and combat all forms of vi@enovered by the scope of this
Convention and offer a holistic response to viogagainst women.

2. Parties shall ensure that policies referredhtparagraph 1 place the rights of the victim at
the centre of all measures and are implemented &y off effective co-operation among all
relevant agencies, institutions and organisations.

3. Measures taken pursuant to this article shatlue, where appropriate, all relevant actors,
such as government agencies, the national, regemdllocal parliaments and authorities,
national human rights institutions and civil sogietganisations.

Article 8
Financial resources

Parties shall allocate appropriate financial andméwn resources for the adequate
implementation of integrated policies, measures rogirammes to prevent and combat all
forms of violence covered by the scope of this Gmtion, including those carried out by
non-governmental organisations and civil society.

Article 9
Non-governmental organisations and civil society

Parties shall recognise, encourage and supporall devels, the work of relevant non-
governmental organisations and of civil societyvactn combating violence against women
and establish effective co-operation with theseanigations.

Article 10
Co-ordinating body

1. Parties shall designate or establish one or miieial bodies responsible for the co-
ordination, implementation, monitoring and evaloatiof policies and measures to prevent
and combat all forms of violence covered by thisi@mtion. These bodies shall co-ordinate
the collection of data as referred to in Article ahalyse and disseminate its results.

2. Parties shall ensure that the bodies desigmatedtablished pursuant to this article receive
information of a general nature on measures takesupnt to Chapter VIII.

3. Parties shall ensure that the bodies desigratestablished pursuant to this article shall
have the capacity to communicate directly and fastiations with their counterparts in other
Parties.
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Article 11
Data collection and research

1. For the purpose of the implementation of thisamtion, Parties shall undertake to:

a. collect disaggregated relevant statistical datagular intervals on cases of all forms
of violence covered by the scope of this Convention

b.  support research in the field of all forms oblence covered by the scope of this
Convention in order to study its root causes affielces, incidences and conviction
rates, as well as the efficacy of measures tak@nptement this Convention.

2. Parties shall endeavour to conduct populatisethasurveys at regular intervals to assess
the prevalence of and trends in all forms of vickeoovered by the scope of this Convention.

3. Parties shall provide the group of experts,edsrred to in Article 66 of this Convention,
with the information collected pursuant to thisicet in order to stimulate international co-
operation and enable international benchmarking.

4. Parties shall ensure that the information ctd@gursuant to this article is available to the
public.



9 CAHVIO(2011) 5

Chapter Il — Prevention

Article 12
General obligations

1. Parties shall take the necessary measures toopgochanges in the social and cultural
patterns of behaviour of women and men with a vieweradicating prejudices, customs,
traditions and all other practices which are basethe idea of the inferiority of women or on
stereotyped roles for women and men.

2. Parties shall take the necessary legislative athdr measures to prevent all forms of
violence covered by the scope of this Conventioary natural or legal person.

3. Any measures taken pursuant to this chapter tsth@ into account and address the specific
needs of persons made vulnerable by particulaumistances and shall place the human
rights of all victims at their centre.

4. Parties shall take the necessary measures tuge all members of society, especially
men and boys, to contribute actively to preventiidorms of violence covered by the scope
of this Convention.

5. Parties shall ensure that culture, custom, icgligradition or so-called “honour” shall not
be considered as justification for any acts of emale covered by the scope of this
Convention.

6. Parties shall take the necessary measures mopgoprogrammes and activities for the
empowerment of women.

Article 13
Awareness-raising

1. Parties shall promote or conduct, on a regudmisband at all levels, awareness-raising
campaigns or programmes, including in co-operaivith national human rights institutions
and equality bodies, civil society and non-governtakorganisations, especially women’s
organisations, where appropriate, to increase aveaseand understanding among the general
public of the different manifestations of all forr$ violence covered by the scope of this
Convention, their consequences on children andéled to prevent such violence.

2. Parties shall ensure the wide dissemination gniba general public of information on
measures available to prevent acts of violencereoMey the scope of this Convention.
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Article 14
Education

1. Parties shall take, where appropriate, the sacgsteps to include teaching material on
issues such as equality between women and menstemwtyped gender roles, mutual

respect, non-violent conflict resolution in intergenal relationships, gender-based violence
against women and the right to personal integrigapted to the evolving capacity of

learners, in formal curricula and at all levelsediication.

2. Parties shall take the necessary steps to peothetprinciples referred to in paragraph 1 in
informal educational facilities, as well as in dgorcultural and leisure facilities and the
media.

Article 15
Training of professionals

1. Parties shall provide or strengthen approprieaéning for the relevant professionals
dealing with victims or perpetrators of all acts wwblence covered by the scope of this
Convention, on the prevention and detection of suolence, equality between women and
men, the needs and rights of victims, as well asaw to prevent secondary victimisation.

2. Parties shall encourage that the training refeto in paragraph 1 includes training on co-
ordinated multi-agency co-operation to allow focanprehensive and appropriate handling
of referrals in cases of violence covered by tlepef this Convention.

Article 16
Preventive intervention and treatment programmes

1. Parties shall take the necessary legislativeotber measures to set up or support
programmes aimed at teaching perpetrators of darnestlence to adopt non-violent

behaviour in interpersonal relationships with awig preventing further violence and

changing violent behavioural patterns.

2. Parties shall take the necessary legislativatlogr measures to set up or support treatment
programmes aimed at preventing perpetrators, iticpéar sex offenders, from re-offending.

3. In taking the measures referred to in paragrapdusd 2, Parties shall ensure that the safety
of, support for and the human rights of victims afeprimary concern and that, where
appropriate, these programmes are set up and ireplech in close co-ordination with
specialist support services for victims.
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Article 17
Participation of the private sector and the media

1. Parties shall encourage the private sectorinffloeemation and communication technology
sector and the media, with due respect for freedbexpression and their independence, to
participate in the elaboration and implementatibmpalicies and to set guidelines and self-
regulatory standards to prevent violence againgtnevo and to enhance respect for their
dignity.

2. Parties shall develop and promote, in co-opamatiith private sector actors, skills among
children, parents and educators on how to deal Wh¢hinformation and communications
environment that provides access to degrading nbmtea sexual or violent nature which
might be harmful.
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Chapter IV — Protection and support

Article 18
General obligations

1. Parties shall take the necessary legislativatuer measures to protect all victims from any
further acts of violence.

2. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetioer measures, in accordance with internal
law, to ensure that there are appropriate mechantsnprovide for effective co-operation
between all relevant state agencies, including jindiciary, public prosecutors, law
enforcement agencies, local and regional authsritees well as non-governmental
organisations and other relevant organisations emtities, in protecting and supporting
victims and witnesses of all forms of violence amek by the scope of this Convention,
including by referring to general and specialigisart services as detailed in Articles 20 and
22 of this Convention.

3. Parties shall ensure that measures taken pursutris chapter shall :

- be based on a gendered understanding of violagaenst women and domestic
violence and shall focus on the human rights afetysaf the victim;

- be based on an integrated approach which takes aoccount the relationship
between victims, perpetrators, children and the&ilewsocial environment;

- aim at avoiding secondary victimisation;

- aim at the empowerment and economic independ#ngemen victims of violence;

- allow, where appropriate, for a range of protattind support services to be located
on the same premises;

- address the specific needs of vulnerable persankiding child victims, and be
made available to them.

4. The provision of services shall not depend anwilatim’s willingness to press charges or
testify against any perpetrator.

5. Parties shall take the appropriate measuresawde consular and other protection and
support to their nationals and other victims eaditto such protection in accordance with their
obligations under international law.

Article 19
Information

Parties shall take the necessary legislative oerotheasures to ensure that victims receive
adequate and timely information on available supparvices and legal measures in a
language they understand.
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Article 20
General support services

1. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetiber measures to ensure that victims
have access to services facilitating their recovieoyn violence. These measures should
include, when necessary, services such as legalpagdhological counselling, financial
assistance, housing, education, training and assistin finding employment.

2. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetiber measures to ensure that victims
have access to health care and social servicethahgervices are adequately resourced and
professionals are trained to assist victims anef tblem to the appropriate services.

Article 21
Assistance in individual/collective complaints

Parties shall ensure that victims have informatonand access to applicable regional and
international individual/collective complaints meglisms. Parties shall promote the
provision of sensitive and knowledgeable assistaiacesictims in presenting any such

complaints.

Article 22
Specialist support services

1. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetoer measures to provide or arrange for, in an
adequate geographical distribution, immediate, tshand long-term specialist support
services to any victim subjected to any of the a€tsiolence covered by the scope of this
Convention.

2. Parties shall provide or arrange for speciaistmen’s support services to all women
victims of violence and their children.

Article 23
Shelters

Parties shall take the necessary legislative ceratieasures to provide for the setting up of
appropriate, easily accessible shelters in sufficrumbers to provide safe accommodation
for and to reach out pro-actively to victims, esplg women and their children.

Article 24
Telephone helplines

Parties shall take the necessary legislative oeratireasures to set up state-wide round-the-
clock (24/7) telephone helplines free of chargeravide advice to callers, confidentially or
with due regard for their anonymity, in relationatib forms of violence covered by the scope
of this Convention.
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Article 25
Support for victims of sexual violence

Parties shall take the necessary legislative cgratiieasures to provide for the setting up of
appropriate, easily accessible rape crisis or dexiogence referral centres for victims in
sufficient numbers to provide for medical and f@ienexamination, trauma support and
counselling for victims.

Article 26
Protection and support for child witnesses

1. Parties shall take the necessary legislativ@tloer measures to ensure that in the provision
of protection and support services to victims, daeount is taken of the rights and needs of
child witnesses of all forms of violence coveredihy scope of this Convention.

2. Measures taken pursuant to this article shatlude age-appropriate psychosocial
counselling for child witnesses of all forms of Mince covered by the scope of this
Convention and shall give due regard to the bastests of the child.

Article 27
Reporting

Parties shall take the necessary measures to exggoany person witness to the commission
of acts of violence covered by the scope of thiav@ation or who has reasonable grounds to
believe that such an act may be committed, orftivétier acts of violence are to be expected,
to report this to the competent organisations th@uities.

Article 28
Reporting by professionals

Parties shall take the necessary measures to etsirthe confidentiality rules imposed by
internal law on certain professionals do not caéutian obstacle to the possibility, under
appropriate conditions, of their reporting to tleempetent organisations or authorities if they
have reasonable grounds to believe that a serusf @iolence covered by the scope of this
Convention, has been committed and further seaotsof violence are to be expected.
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Chapter V — Substantive law

Article 29
Civil lawsuits and remedies

1. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetbher measures to provide victims with
adequate civil remedies against the perpetrator.

2. Parties shall take the necessary legislativeotber measures to provide victims, in
accordance with the general principles of inteoral law, with adequate civil remedies
against state authorities that have failed in thleity to take the necessary preventive or
protective measures within the scope of their pswer

Article 30
Compensation

1. Parties shall take the necessary legislativeltar measures to ensure that victims have the
right to claim compensation from perpetrators fary eof the offences established in
accordance with this Convention.

2. Adequate state compensation shall be awarddtbs® who have sustained serious bodily
injury or impairment of health, to the extent tila@ damage is not covered by other sources
such as the perpetrator, insurance or state-fuhdellh and social provisions. This does not
preclude Parties from claiming regress for compemsaawarded from the perpetrator, as

long as due regard is paid to the victim’s safety.

3. Measures taken pursuant to paragraph 2 shaltetise granting of compensation within a
reasonable time.

Article 31
Custody, visitation rights and safety

1. Parties shall take the necessary legislativeotber measures to ensure that, in the
determination of custody and visitation rights bildren, incidents of violence covered by the
scope of this Convention are taken into account.

2. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetiogr measures to ensure that the exercise of
any visitation or custody rights does not jeopadise rights and safety of the victim or
children.

Article 32
Civil consequences of forced marriages

Parties shall take the necessary legislative oerotheasures to ensure that marriages
concluded under force may be voidable, annulledlissolved without undue financial or
administrative burden placed on the victim.
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Article 33
Psychological violence

Parties shall take the necessary legislative oerotheasures to ensure that the intentional
conduct of seriously impairing a person’s psychmlalgintegrity through coercion or threats
Is criminalised.

Article 34
Stalking

Parties shall take the necessary legislative oerotheasures to ensure that the intentional
conduct of repeatedly engaging in threatening conduected at another person, causing her
or him to fear for her or his safety, is criminatis

Article 35
Physical violence

Parties shall take the necessary legislative oerotheasures to ensure that the intentional
conduct of committing acts of physical violenceiagaanother person is criminalised.

Article 36
Sexual violence, including rape

1. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetloer measures to ensure that the following
intentional conducts are criminalised:

a. engaging in non-consensual vaginal, anal orpmaétration of a sexual nature of the
body of another person with any bodily part or ohje

b. engaging in other non-consensual acts of a teatiare with a person;

c.  causing another person to engage in non-congkasts of a sexual nature with a
third person.

2. Consent must be given voluntarily as the restithe person’s free will assessed in the
context of the surrounding circumstances.

3. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetr measures to ensure that the provisions of
paragraph 1 also apply to acts committed againstdp or current spouses or partners as
recognised by internal law.

Article 37
Forced marriage

1. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetloer measures to ensure that the intentional
conduct of forcing an adult or a child to entepiatmarriage is criminalised.
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2. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetloer measures to ensure that the intentional
conduct of luring an adult or a child to the temyt of a Party or state other than the one she
or he resides in with the purpose of forcing thisilaor child to enter into a marriage is
criminalised.

Article 38
Female genital mutilation

Parties shall take the necessary legislative oerotheasures to ensure that the following
intentional conducts are criminalised:

a.  excising, infibulating or performing any otheutitation to the whole or any part of a
woman'’s labia majora, labia minora or clitoris;

b.  coercing or procuring a woman to undergo anjnefacts listed in point a;
c. inciting, coercing or procuring a girl to undergny of the acts listed in point a.

Article 39
Forced abortion and forced sterilisation

Parties shall take the necessary legislative oerotheasures to ensure that the following
intentional conducts are criminalised:

a. performing an abortion on a woman without hesrgand informed consent;

b.  performing surgery which has the purpose orceffe terminating a woman’s
capacity to naturally reproduce without her priondainformed consent or
understanding of the procedure.

Article 40
Sexual harassment

Parties shall take the necessary legislative oerotheasures to ensure that any form of
unwanted verbal, non-verbal or physical condua e&xual nature with the purpose or effect
of violating the dignity of a person, in particulahen creating an intimidating, hostile,
degrading, humiliating or offensive environmentsithject to criminal or other legal sanction.

Article 41
Aiding or abetting and attempt

1. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetioer measures to establish as an offence,
when committed intentionally, aiding or abetting@ ttommission of the offences established
in accordance with Articles 33, 34, 35, 36, 37a3&nd 39 of this Convention.

2. Parties shall take the necessary legislativatoer measures to establish as offences, when
committed intentionally, attempts to commit theeoifes established in accordance with
Articles 35, 36, 37, 38.a and 39 of this Convention
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Article 42
Unacceptable justifications for crimes, including dmes committed in the name of so-
called “honour”

1. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetiber measures to ensure that, in criminal
proceedings initiated following the commission afyaf the acts of violence covered by the
scope of this Convention, culture, custom, religitvadition or so-called “honour” shall not
be regarded as justification for such acts. Thigecs, in particular, claims that the victim has
transgressed cultural, religious, social or tradiél norms or customs of appropriate
behaviour.

2. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetloer measures to ensure that incitement by
any person of a child to commit any of the actemeid to in paragraph 1 shall not diminish
the criminal liability of that person for the actsmmitted.

Article 43
Application of criminal offences

The offences established in accordance with thisv€otion shall apply irrespective of the
nature of the relationship between victim and pegber.

Article 44
Jurisdiction

1. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetloer measures to establish jurisdiction over
any offence established in accordance with thisv€otion, when the offence is committed:

in their territory; or

on board a ship flying their flag; or

on board an aircraft registered under their Jaws

by one of their nationals; or

by a person who has her or his habitual reselentheir territory.

Paoow

2. Parties shall endeavour to take the necessgrgideve or other measures to establish
jurisdiction over any offence established in aceoae with this Convention where the
offence is committed against one of their natiormals® person who has her or his habitual
residence in their territory.

3. For the prosecution of the offences establisheatcordance with Articles 36, 37, 38 and

39 of this Convention, Parties shall take the nemgslegislative or other measures to ensure
that their jurisdiction is not subordinated to ttendition that the acts are criminalised in the
territory where they were committed.

4. For the prosecution of the offences establishextcordance with Articles 36, 37, 38 and
39 of this Convention, Parties shall take the nemgslegislative or other measures to ensure
that their jurisdiction as regards points d andfearagraph 1 is not subordinated to the
condition that the prosecution can only be initiatellowing the reporting by the victim of
the offence or the laying of information by thetstaf the place where the offence was
committed.
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5. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetloer measures to establish jurisdiction over
the offences established in accordance with thigvE€wmtion, in cases where an alleged
perpetrator is present on their territory and tbeynot extradite her or him to another Party,
solely on the basis of her or his nationality.

6. When more than one Party claims jurisdictionroar alleged offence established in
accordance with this Convention, the Parties inedlghall, where appropriate, consult each
other with a view to determining the most appradprjarisdiction for prosecution.

7. Without prejudice to the general rules of inggional law, this Convention does not
exclude any criminal jurisdiction exercised by ata accordance with its internal law.

Article 45
Sanctions and measures

1. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetloer measures to ensure that the offences
established in accordance with this Conventiornpargshable by effective, proportionate and
dissuasive sanctions, taking into account theirogeness. These sanctions shall include,
where appropriate, sentences involving the depamatf liberty which can give rise to
extradition.

2. Parties may adopt other measures in relatigetpetrators, such as:

- monitoring or supervision of convicted persons;
- withdrawal of parental rights, if the best ins#seof the child, which may include the
safety of the victim, cannot be guaranteed in ghgroway.

Article 46
Aggravating circumstances

Parties shall take the necessary legislative oerotheasures to ensure that the following
circumstances, insofar as they do not already fpamt of the constituent elements of the
offence, may, in conformity with the relevant pions of internal law, be taken into

consideration as aggravating circumstances in ¢terchination of the sentence in relation to
the offences established in accordance with thisv€wtion:

a. the offence was committed against a former areoti spouse or partner as
recognised by internal law, by a member of the kgnai person cohabiting with the
victim or a person having abused her or his autyiori

b. the offence, or related offences, were committgeatedly;

the offence was committed against a person madaerable by particular

circumstances;

the offence was committed against or in thegures of a child;

the offence was committed by two or more peaptang together;

the offence was preceded or accompanied byraettevels of violence;

the offence was committed with the use or thoéatweapon;

the offence resulted in severe physical or psipgical harm for the victim;

the perpetrator had previously been convictedffeinces of a similar nature.

o

—S@moa
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Article 47
Sentences passed by another Party

Parties shall take the necessary legislative cgratieasures to provide for the possibility of
taking into account final sentences passed by anddarty in relation to the offences
established in accordance with this Convention wdetermining the sentence.

Article 48
Prohibition of mandatory alternative dispute
resolution processes or sentencing

1. Parties shall take the necessary legislativeotber measures to prohibit mandatory
alternative dispute resolution processes, includiegliation and conciliation, in relation to all
forms of violence covered by the scope of this Gorion.

2. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetioer measures to ensure that if the payment
of a fine is ordered, due account shall be taketh@fability of the perpetrator to assume his
or her financial obligations towards the victim.
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Chapter VI — Investigation, prosecution, procedurallaw and protective
measures

Article 49
General obligations

1. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetloer measures to ensure that investigations
and judicial proceedings in relation to all formswviolence covered by the scope of this
Convention are carried out without undue delay avkalking into consideration the rights of
the victim during all stages of the criminal prodegs.

2. Parties shall take the necessary legislativeotber measures, in conformity with the

fundamental principles of human rights and haviegard to the gendered understanding of
violence, to ensure the effective investigation gumdsecution of offences established in
accordance with this Convention.

Article 50
Immediate response, prevention and protection

1. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetluer measures to ensure that the responsible
law enforcement agencies respond to all forms ofewce covered by the scope of this
Convention promptly and appropriately by offeringequate and immediate protection to
victims.

2. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetloer measures to ensure that the responsible
law enforcement agencies engage promptly and apgately in the prevention and protection
against all forms of violence covered by the scabethis Convention, including the
employment of preventive operational measures laadallection of evidence.

Article 51
Risk assessment and risk management

1. Parties shall take the necessary legislativaloer measures to ensure that an assessment of
the lethality risk, the seriousness of the situatmd the risk of repeated violence is carried
out by all relevant authorities in order to manaige risk and if necessary to provide co-
ordinated safety and support.

2. Parties shall take the necessary legislativatlogr measures to ensure that the assessment
referred to in paragraph 1 duly takes into accoantall stages of the investigation and
application of protective measures, the fact tleapetrators of acts of violence covered by the
scope of this Convention possess or have accéssdmms.
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Article 52
Emergency barring orders

Parties shall take the necessary legislative oerotheasures to ensure that the competent
authorities are granted the power to order, inasibms of immediate danger, a perpetrator of
domestic violence to vacate the residence of tbenvior person at risk for a sufficient period
of time and to prohibit the perpetrator from emgrthe residence of or contacting the victim
or person at risk. Measures taken pursuant toattisle shall give priority to the safety of
victims or persons at risk.

Article 53
Restraining or protection orders

1. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetber measures to ensure that appropriate
restraining or protection orders are availableittims of all forms of violence covered by the
scope of this Convention.

2. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetloer measures to ensure that the restraining
or protection orders referred to in paragraph 1 are

- available for immediate protection and withoudua financial or administrative
burdens placed on the victim;

- issued for a specified period or until modifieddescharged;

- where necessary, issued oreaparte basis which has immediate effect;

- available irrespective of, or in addition to, @thegal proceedings;

- allowed to be introduced in subsequent legalgedmgs.

3. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetioer measures to ensure that breaches of
restraining or protection orders issued pursuargai@agraph 1 shall be subject to effective,
proportionate and dissuasive criminal or other llsgactions.

Article 54
Investigations and evidence

Parties shall take the necessary legislative oeroteasures to ensure that, in any civil or
criminal proceedings, evidence relating to the séhistory and conduct of the victim shall
be permitted only when it is relevant and necessary

Article 55
Ex parte and ex officio proceedings

1. Parties shall ensure that investigations intoprrsecution of offences established in
accordance with Articles 35, 36, 37, 38 and 39 ho$ tConvention shall not be wholly

dependant upon a report or complaint filed by amidf the offence was committed in whole

or in part on its territory, and that the procegdimay continue even if the victim withdraws
her or his statement or complaint.
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2. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetiogr measures to ensure, in accordance with
the conditions provided for by their internal latlie possibility for governmental and non-
governmental organisations and domestic violencensellors to assist and/or support
victims, at their request, during investigationsd gdicial proceedings concerning the
offences established in accordance with this Coiwen

Article 56
Measures of protection

1. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetber measures to protect the rights and
interests of victims, including their special ne@dswitnesses, at all stages of investigations
and judicial proceedings, in particular by:

a. providing for their protection, as well as tlohttheir families and witnesses, from
intimidation, retaliation and repeat victimisation;

b.  ensuring that victims are informed, at leastases where the victims and the family
might be in danger, when the perpetrator escapes oeleased temporarily or
definitively ;

c. informing them, under the conditions providedby internal law, of their rights and
the services at their disposal and the follow-ugegito their complaint, the charges,
the general progress of the investigation or prdicegs, and their role therein, as
well as the outcome of their case;

d. enabling victims, in a manner consistent with pinocedural rules of internal law, to
be heard, to supply evidence and have their viemsds and concerns presented,
directly or through an intermediary, and considered

e. providing victims with appropriate support seed so that their rights and interests
are duly presented and taken into account;

f. ensuring that measures may be adopted to prttegprivacy and the image of the
victim;

g. ensuring that contact between victims and peafmes within court and law
enforcement agency premises is avoided where pessib

h.  providing victims with independent and competeterpreters when victims are
parties to proceedings or when they are supplyundeace;

I enabling victims to testify, according to thdesiprovided by their internal law, in
the courtroom without being present or at leasheut the presence of the alleged
perpetrator, notably through the use of appropr@msmmunication technologies,
where available.

2. A child victim and child witness of violence agst women and domestic violence shall be
afforded, where appropriate, special protectionsuess taking into account the best interests
of the child.

Article 57
Legal aid

Parties shall provide for the right to legal assise and to free legal aid for victims under the
conditions provided by their internal law.
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Article 58
Statute of limitation

Parties shall take the necessary legislative ahdraneasures to ensure that the statute of
limitation for initiating any legal proceedings Wwitregard to the offences established in
accordance with Articles 36, 37, 38 and 39 of tavention, shall continue for a period of
time that is sufficient and commensurate with thevigy of the offence in question, to allow
for the efficient initiation of proceedings aftéetvictim has reached the age of majority.
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Chapter VII — Migration and asylum

Article 59
Residence status

1. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetloer measures to ensure that victims whose
residence status depends on that of the spousatoepas recognised by internal law, in the
event of the dissolution of the marriage or theatiehship, are granted in the event of
particularly difficult circumstances, upon applicat, an autonomous residence permit
irrespective of the duration of the marriage or thlationship. The conditions relating to the
granting and duration of the autonomous resideecaip are established by internal law.

2. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetloer measures to ensure that victims may
obtain the suspension of expulsion proceedingsaiad in relation to a residence status
dependent on that of the spouse or partner as mssmhby internal law to enable them to

apply for an autonomous residence permit.

3. Parties shall issue a renewable residence péomiictims in one of the two following
situations, or in both:

a. where the competent authority considers that #tay is necessary owing to their
personal situation;

b.  where the competent authority considers that #tay is necessary for the purpose
of their co-operation with the competent authositia investigation or criminal
proceedings.

4. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetber measures to ensure that victims of
forced marriage brought into another country far flurpose of the marriage and who, as a
result, have lost their residence status in thentgwhere they habitually reside, may regain
this status.

Article 60
Gender-based asylum claims

1. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetloer measures to ensure that gender-based
violence against women may be recognised as a ébrpersecution within the meaning of
Article 1, A (2), of the 1951 Convention relating the Status of Refugees and as a form of
serious harm giving rise to complementary/subsydiaotection.

2. Parties shall ensure that a gender-sensitiegegrétation is given to each of the Convention
grounds and that where it is established that émsgeution feared is for one or more of these
grounds, applicants shall be granted refugee statesrding to the applicable relevant

instruments.

3. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetloer measures to develop gender-sensitive
reception procedures and support services for asgkeekers as well as gender guidelines and
gender-sensitive asylum procedures, including edugtatus determination and application
for international protection.
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Article 61
Non-refoulement

1. Parties shall take the necessary legislativ@lmer measures to respect the principlaarF
refoulement in accordance with existing obligations underrinéional law.

2. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetber measures to ensure that victims of
violence against women who are in need of protactiegardless of their status or residence,
shall not be returned under any circumstances yaauantry where their life would be at risk

or where they might be subjected to torture or man or degrading treatment or punishment.
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Chapter VIl — International co-operation

Article 62
General principles

1. Parties shall co-operate with each other, inoaance with the provisions of this
Convention, and through the application of relevatdrnational and regional instruments on
co-operation in civil and criminal matters, arramgmts agreed on the basis of uniform or
reciprocal legislation and internal laws, to thel@st extent possible, for the purpose of:

a.  preventing, combating and prosecuting all fooingiolence covered by the scope of
this Convention;

b.  protecting and providing assistance to victims;

c. investigations or proceedings concerning therafés established in accordance with
this Convention;

d. enforcing relevant civil and criminal judgmergsued by the judicial authorities of
Parties, including protection orders.

2. Parties shall take the necessary legislativetioer measures to ensure that victims of an
offence established in accordance with this Congerdand committed in the territory of a
Party other than the one where they reside may naakemplaint before the competent
authorities of their state of residence.

3. If a Party that makes mutual legal assistanagiminal matters, extradition or enforcement
of civil or criminal judgments imposed by anotherty to this Convention conditional on the
existence of a treaty receives a request for seghl Ico-operation from a Party with which it
has not concluded such a treaty, it may consider @lonvention to be the legal basis for
mutual legal assistance in criminal matters, extiad or enforcement of civil or criminal
judgments imposed by the other Party in respedhefoffences established in accordance
with this Convention.

4. Parties shall endeavour to integrate, whereogpiate, the prevention and the fight against
violence against women and domestic violence imst@sge programmes for development
provided for the benefit of third states, including entering into bilateral and multilateral
agreements with third states with a view to faafiitg the protection of victims in accordance
with Article 18, paragraph 5.

Article 63
Measures relating to persons at risk

When a Party, on the basis of the information atdisposal, has reasonable grounds to
believe that a person is at immediate risk of beinpjected to any of the acts of violence
referred to in Articles 36, 37, 38 and 39 of thisn€ention on the territory of another Party,
the Party that has the information is encouragetlaimsmit it without delay to the latter for
the purpose of ensuring that appropriate protechieasures are taken. Where applicable, this
information shall include details on existing paiten provisions for the benefit of the person
at risk.
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Article 64
Information

1. The requested Party shall promptly inform thguesting Party of the final result of the
action taken under this chapter. The requested Bhall also promptly inform the requesting
Party of any circumstances which render impossitdecarrying out of the action sought or
are likely to delay it significantly.

2. A Party may, within the limits of its internawv, without prior request, forward to another
Party information obtained within the frameworkitsf own investigations when it considers
that the disclosure of such information might adsis receiving Party in preventing criminal
offences established in accordance with this Caiwenor in initiating or carrying out
investigations or proceedings concerning such o@moffences or that it might lead to a
request for co-operation by that Party under thegpter.

3. A Party receiving any information in accordanggh paragraph 2 shall submit such

information to its competent authorities in ordeatt proceedings may be taken if they are
considered appropriate, or that this informationyrba taken into account in relevant civil

and criminal proceedings.

Article 65
Data Protection

Personal data shall be stored and used pursudhe tobligations undertaken by the Parties
under the Convention for the Protection of Indiatiuwith regard to Automatic Processing of
Personal Data (ETS No. 108).
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Chapter IX — Monitoring mechanism

Article 66
Group of experts on action against violence againgstomen and domestic violence

1. The Group of experts on action against violeagainst women and domestic violence
(hereinafter referred to as “GREVIO”) shall monithbe implementation of this Convention
by the Parties.

2. GREVIO shall be composed of a minimum of 10 meratand a maximum of 15 members,
taking into account a gender and geographical belas well as multidisciplinary expertise.
Its members shall be elected by the Committee ef Rtarties from among candidates
nominated by the Parties for a term of office afrfgears, renewable once, and chosen from
among nationals of the Parties.

3. The initial election of 10 members shall be hslthin a period of one year following the
entry into force of this Convention. The electiohfive additional members shall be held
following the 25th ratification or accession.

4. The election of the members of GREVIO shall asdal on the following principles:

a. they shall be chosen according to a transpgm@&tedure from among persons of
high moral character, known for their recognisethpetence in the fields of human
rights, gender equality, violence against women domestic violence, or assistance
to and protection of victims, or having demonsulgbeofessional experience in the
areas covered by this Convention;

b.  notwo members of GREVIO may be nationals ofsthime state;

c. they should represent the main legal systems;

d. they should represent relevant actors and agencithe field of violence against
women and domestic violence;

e. they shall sit in their individual capacity asidall be independent and impartial in
the exercise of their functions, and shall be add to carry out their duties in an
effective manner.

5. The election procedure of the members of GRESHaAI be determined by the Committee
of Ministers of the Council of Europe, after corisyg with and obtaining the unanimous
consent of the Parties, within a period of six rhentollowing the entry into force of this

Convention.

6. GREVIO shall adopt its own rules of procedure.
7. Members of GREVIO, and other members of delegatcarrying out the country visits as

set forth in Article 68, paragraphs 9 and 14, sleajoy the privileges and immunities
established in the appendix to this Convention.
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Article 67
Committee of the Parties

1. The Committee of the Parties shall be compos$éideorepresentatives of the Parties to the
Convention.

2. The Committee of the Parties shall be convernetthd Secretary General of the Council of
Europe. Its first meeting shall be held within aipeé of one year following the entry into
force of this Convention in order to elect the menslkof GREVIO. It shall subsequently meet
whenever one third of the Parties, the Presidenthef Committee of the Parties or the
Secretary General so requests.

3. The Committee of the Parties shall adopt its awles of procedure.

Article 68
Procedure

1. Parties shall submit to the Secretary Generathef Council of Europe, based on a
questionnaire prepared by GREVIO, a report on latiy® and other measures giving effect
to the provisions of this Convention, for considieraby GREVIO.

2. GREVIO shall consider the report submitted imordance with paragraph 1 with the
representatives of the Party concerned.

3. Subsequent evaluation procedures shall be divid® rounds, the length of which is
determined by GREVIO. At the beginning of each ®@REVIO shall select the specific
provisions on which the evaluation procedure shalbased and send out a questionnaire.

4. GREVIO shall define the appropriate means toycawt this monitoring procedure. It may
in particular adopt a questionnaire for each evalnaound, which shall serve as a basis for
the evaluation procedure of the implementation ey Parties. This questionnaire shall be
addressed to all Parties. Parties shall resporitlisoquestionnaire, as well as to any other
request of information from GREVIO.

5. GREVIO may receive information on the implemé&ota of the Convention from non-
governmental organisations and civil society, a$l we from national institutions for the
protection of human rights.

6. GREVIO shall take due consideration of the @xgstinformation available from other
regional and international instruments and bodmresreas falling within the scope of this
Convention.

7. When adopting a questionnaire for each evalmatmund, GREVIO shall take due
consideration of the existing data collection askarch in the Parties as referred to in Article
11 of this Convention.
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8. GREVIO may receive information on the implemdota of the Convention from the
Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rightse tRarliamentary Assembly and
relevant specialised bodies of the Council of Ear@s well as those established under other
international instruments. Complaints presentedhtse bodies and their outcome will be
made available to GREVIO.

9. GREVIO may subsidiarily organise, in co-openatwith the national authorities and with
the assistance of independent national expertstgowisits, if the information gained is
insufficient or in cases provided for in paragrapgh During these visits, GREVIO may be
assisted by specialists in specific fields.

10. GREVIO shall prepare a draft report containirtg analysis concerning the
implementation of the provisions on which the easin is based, as well as its suggestions
and proposals concerning the way in which the Pastycerned may deal with the problems
which have been identified. The draft report shalltransmitted for comments to the Party
which undergoes the evaluation. Its comments $l®athken into account by GREVIO when
adopting its report.

11. On the basis of all the information received #me comments by the Parties, GREVIO
shall adopt its report and conclusions concerniiegnheasures taken by the Party concerned
to implement the provisions of this Convention.sTheport and the conclusions shall be sent
to the Party concerned and to the Committee ofPtheies. The report and conclusions of
GREVIO shall be made public as from their adoptimgether with eventual comments by
the Party concerned.

12. Without prejudice to the procedure of paragsapio 8, the Committee of the Parties may
adopt, on the basis of the report and conclusiéiGREVIO, recommendations addressed to
this Party (a) concerning the measures to be takenplement the conclusions of GREVIO,
if necessary setting a date for submitting infoiorabn their implementation, and (b) aiming
at promoting co-operation with that Party for thheger implementation of this Convention.

13. If GREVIO receives reliable information indiceg a situation where problems require
immediate attention to prevent or limit the scalenomber of serious violations of the

Convention, it may request the urgent submissiom gpecial report concerning measures
taken to prevent a serious, massive or persistdtgm of violence against women.

14. Taking into account the information submittgdtbe Party concerned, as well as any
other reliable information available to it, GREVi®@ay designate one or more of its members
to conduct an inquiry and to report urgently to GRB. Where warranted and with the
consent of the Party, the inquiry may include d ¥asits territory.

15. After examining the findings of the inquiry eefed to in paragraph 14, GREVIO shall
transmit these findings to the Party concerned ahere appropriate, to the Committee of the
Parties and the Committee of Ministers of the CdwfdEurope together with any comments
and recommendations.
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Article 69
General recommendations

GREVIO may adopt, where appropriate, general recenaations on the implementation of
this Convention.

Article 70
Parliamentary involvement in monitoring

1. National parliaments shall be invited to papate in the monitoring of the measures taken
for the implementation of this Convention.

2. Parties shall submit the reports of GREVIO tirtihational parliaments.

3. The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of dp& shall be invited to regularly take
stock of the implementation of this Convention.
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Chapter X — Relationship with other international instruments

Article 71
Relationship with other international instruments

1. This Convention shall not affect obligationssarg from other international instruments to
which Parties to this Convention are Parties orl dhecome Parties and which contain
provisions on matters governed by this Convention.

2. The Parties to this Convention may concludetdyig or multilateral agreements with one
another on the matters dealt with in this Conventifor purposes of supplementing or
strengthening its provisions or facilitating theolgation of the principles embodied in it.
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Chapter XI — Amendments to the Convention

Article 72
Amendments

1. Any proposal for an amendment to this Conventoyasented by a Party shall be
communicated to the Secretary General of the Cbaoh&urope and forwarded by her or him
to the member states of the Council of Europe,sagwyatory, any Party, the European Union,
any state invited to sign this Convention in aceox with the provisions of Article 75, and
any state invited to accede to this Conventiorcooedance with the provisions of Article 76.

2. The Committee of Ministers of the Council of &pe shall consider the proposed
amendment and, after having consulted the Padi#sgd Convention that are not members of
the Council of Europe, may adopt the amendmenhéyrajority provided for in Article 20.

of the Statute of the Council of Europe.

3. The text of any amendment adopted by the Cormenitf Ministers in accordance with
paragraph 2 shall be forwarded to the Partiesdoeptance.

4. Any amendment adopted in accordance with pgpagPashall enter into force on the first
day of the month following the expiration of a efiof one month after the date on which all
Parties have informed the Secretary General of Hugieptance.
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Chapter Xll — Final clauses

Article 73
Effects of this Convention

The provisions of this Convention shall not prepedithe provisions of internal law and
binding international instruments which are alreadyorce or may come into force, under
which more favourable rights are or would be acedrdo persons in preventing and
combating violence against women and domestic ncae

Article 74
Dispute settlement

1. The Parties to any dispute which may arise aoivog the application or interpretation of

the provisions of this Convention shall first seekresolve it by means of negotiation,

conciliation, arbitration or by any other methodspeaceful settlement accepted by mutual
agreement between them.

2. The Committee of Ministers of the Council of &pe may establish procedures of
settlement to be available for use by the Pamiaispute if they should so agree.

Article 75
Signature and entry into force

1. This Convention shall be open for signaturel®yrhember states of the Council of Europe,
the non-member states which have participatedial#&boration and the European Union.

2. This Convention is subject to ratification, gueece or approval. Instruments of
ratification, acceptance or approval shall be depdswith the Secretary General of the
Council of Europe.

3. This Convention shall enter into force on thistfday of the month following the expiration

of a period of three months after the date on wHiBhsignatories, including at least eight
member states of the Council of Europe, have egptesheir consent to be bound by the
Convention in accordance with the provisions obgaaph 2.

4. In respect of any state referred to in paragraplor the European Union, which
subsequently expresses its consent to be boung titne iConvention shall enter into force on
the first day of the month following the expiratioha period of three months after the date of
the deposit of its instrument of ratification, aot@nce or approval.
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Article 76
Accession to the Convention

1. After the entry into force of this ConventiohetCommittee of Ministers of the Council of

Europe may, after consultation of the Parties ts tGonvention and obtaining their

unanimous consent, invite any non-member statdn@fGouncil of Europe, which has not

participated in the elaboration of the Conventimnaccede to this Convention by a decision
taken by the majority provided for in Article 2i00f the Statute of the Council of Europe, and
by unanimous vote of the representatives of theid2aentitled to sit on the Committee of

Ministers.

2. In respect of any acceding state, the Converstiatl enter into force on the first day of the
month following the expiration of a period of threenths after the date of deposit of the
instrument of accession with the Secretary Gerwdrile Council of Europe.

Article 77
Territorial application

1. Any state or the European Union may, at the toheignature or when depositing its
instrument of ratification, acceptance, approvahozession, specify the territory or territories
to which this Convention shall apply.

2. Any Party may, at any later date, by a declanaéiddressed to the Secretary General of the
Council of Europe, extend the application of thsn@ention to any other territory specified
in the declaration and for whose internationaltrefes it is responsible or on whose behalf it
Is authorised to give undertakings. In respectughderritory, the Convention shall enter into
force on the first day of the month following thep@ation of a period of three months after
the date of receipt of such declaration by the &acy General.

3. Any declaration made under the two precedinggraphs may, in respect of any territory
specified in such declaration, be withdrawn by difisation addressed to the Secretary
General of the Council of Europe. The withdrawadlshecome effective on the first day of
the month following the expiration of a period bfée months after the date of receipt of such
notification by the Secretary General.

Article 78
Reservations

1. No reservation may be made in respect of anyigom of this Convention, with the
exceptions provided for in paragraphs 2 and 3.
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2. Any state or the European Union may, at the toheignature or when depositing its
instrument of ratification, acceptance, approvaharession, by a declaration addressed to the
Secretary General of the Council of Europe, deslénat it reserves the right not to apply or
to apply only in specific cases or conditions thevgsions laid down in:

- Article 30, paragraph 2;

- Article 44, paragraphs 1.e, 3 and 4;

- Article 55, paragraph 1 in respect of Articlerdgarding minor offences;
- Article 58, paragraph 1 in respect of Articles 38 and 39;

- Article 59.

3. Any state or the European Union may, at the tohaignature or when depositing its
instrument of ratification, acceptance, approvahacession, by a declaration addressed to the
Secretary General of the Council of Europe, desl#nat it reserves the right to provide for
non-criminal sanctions, instead of criminal santsicfor the behaviours referred to in Articles
33 and 34.

4. Any Party may wholly or partly withdraw a resation by means of a declaration
addressed to the Secretary General of the Couhé&lumope. This declaration shall become
effective as from its date of receipt by the SesteGeneral.

Article 79
Validity and review of reservations

1. Reservations referred to in Article 78, parabsap and 3, shall be valid for a period of five
years from the day of the entry into force of @mnvention in respect of the Party concerned.
However, such reservations may be renewed for gebdthe same duration.

2. Eighteen months before the date of expiry ofrdservation, the Secretariat General of the
Council of Europe shall give notice of that expioythe Party concerned. No later than three
months before the expiry, the Party shall notifg ®ecretary General that it is upholding,
amending or withdrawing its reservation. In the eale® of a notification by the Party
concerned, the Secretariat General shall inforrh Plaaty that its reservation is considered to
have been extended automatically for a period>ofreanths. Failure by the Party concerned
to notify its intention to uphold or modify its wation before the expiry of that period shall
cause the reservation to lapse.

3. If a Party makes a reservation in conformityhwdtrticle 78, paragraphs 2 and 3, it shall
provide, before its renewal or upon request, anlamgtion to GREVIO, on the grounds
justifying its continuance.

Article 80
Denunciation

1. Any Party may, at any time, denounce this Cotisenby means of a notification
addressed to the Secretary General of the CounElllimpe.

2. Such denunciation shall become effective onfits day of the month following the
expiration of a period of three months after théedaf receipt of the notification by the
Secretary General.
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Article 81
Notification

The Secretary General of the Council of Europel stadify the member states of the Council
of Europe, the non-member states which have ppatied in its elaboration, any signatory,
any Party, the European Union, and any state idtdeaccede to this Convention of:

any signature;

the deposit of any instrument of ratification¢c@ptance, approval or accession;

any date of entry into force of this Conventioraccordance with Articles 75 and 76;
any amendment adopted in accordance with Arfigland the date on which such an
amendment enters into force;

e. any reservation and withdrawal of reservatiodena pursuance of Article 78;

f. any denunciation made in pursuance of the pranssof Article 80;

g. any other act, notification or communicatioratilg to this Convention.

00T

In witness whereof the undersigned, being duly emugkd thereto, have signed this
Convention.

Done at ..., this ..., in English and in French, bakt$ being equally authentic, in a single
copy which shall be deposited in the archives & @ouncil of Europe. The Secretary
General of the Council of Europe shall transmitited copies to each member state of the
Council of Europe, to the non-member states whiahehparticipated in the elaboration of
this Convention, to the European Union and to aatesnvited to accede to this Convention.
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Appendix — Privileges and immunities (Article 66)

1. This appendix shall apply to the members of GREWhentioned in Article 66 of the

Convention, as well as to other members of the wrpwisit delegations. For the purpose of
this appendix, the term “other members of the aguwisit delegations” shall include the
independent national experts and the specialistgiomed in Article 68, paragraph 9, of the
Convention, staff members of the Council of Eurapel interpreters employed by the
Council of Europe accompanying GREVIO during itsiioy Visits.

2. The members of GREVIO and the other membersi@fcbuntry visit delegations shall,
while exercising their functions relating to theeparation and the carrying out of country
visits, as well as the follow-up thereto, and tthwg in connection with those functions,
enjoy the following privileges and immunities:

a. immunity from personal arrest or detention amunf seizure of their personal
baggage, and immunity from legal process of evarg kn respect of words spoken
or written and all acts performed by them in tlodficial capacity;

b. exemption from any restrictions on their freedofmmovement on exit from and
return to their country of residence, and entrg iatd exit from the country in which
they exercise their functions, and from alien regton in the country which they
are visiting or through which they are passingha ¢xercise of their functions.

3. In the course of journeys undertaken in the @gerof their functions, the members of
GREVIO and the other members of the country vigitedations shall, in the matter of
customs and exchange control, be accorded the daoigies as those accorded to
representatives of foreign governments on tempaigial duty.

4. The documents relating to the evaluation ofitmglementation of the Convention carried
by members of GREVIO and other members of the cgumisit delegations shall be
inviolable insofar as they concern the activityGREVIO. No stoppage or censorship shall
be applied to the official correspondence of GREWOto official communications of
members of GREVIO and other members of the cownsiyydelegations.

5. In order to secure for the members of GREVIO thredother members of the country visit
delegations complete freedom of speech and comipléépendence in the discharge of their
duties, the immunity from legal process in resp#ctvords spoken or written and all acts
done by them in discharging their duties shall tw# to be accorded, notwithstanding that
the persons concerned are no longer engaged dhdtiearge of such duties.

6. Privileges and immunities are granted to thesgas mentioned in paragraph 1 of this
appendix in order to safeguard the independentceseeof their functions in the interests of
GREVIO and not for their personal benefit. The weaiof immunities of the persons

mentioned in paragraph 1 of this appendix shaliMasle by the Secretary General of the
Council of Europe in any case where, in his ordm@nion, the immunity would impede the

course of justice and where it can be waived witlppejudice to the interests of GREVIO.



