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The Committee :

« decided to elect Ms Dubravka SimonoviCroatia) and Mr Eric Ruelle
(France) as Co-chairs. Given the special naturthefCommittee which is
mainly composed of national experts representirtheeithe Ministry of
Justice or the Ministry of Social Affairs/Genderuadjty/Human Rights, the
Committee considered it important that both thessas of expertise be
represented by the chair on an equal footing;

* examined paragraph by paragraph the discussionr papared by the
Secretariat (“Elements for discussion”, CAHVIO (208). It expressed its
satisfaction with this document and suggested {mrganise and significantly
expand it in certain areas. It thus decided totbsedocument as a basis for
the interim report which the Committee is instracteo submit to the
Committee of Ministers by 30 June 2009;

» agreed that the convention should be a human rigigisument with an
independent monitoring mechanism focusing on vicdermgainst women,
including domestic violence, and that the coreh&f tonvention would thus
cover a wide range of forms of violence typicaliperienced by women;

» agreed that the chapter related to substantive iraimlaw should be
reconsidered taking account of the discussions Halihg the meeting, in
particular the necessity to make it clear thatmeral offences are to be
defined precisely and, in principle, presented geader-neutral manner;

» agreed that, as a matter of principle, one singtesention on violence against
women should be drafted, but considered that intiaddto that instrument,
possible additional protocols coud be preparedlatea stage, if appropriate,
to cover other forms of domestic violence, suchvedence against the elderly
and against children;

» decided to hold its next meeting on 25-27 May 2009.



