
















































	
		Navigation


			Skip to Content


	

















































































    
            [image: Council of Europe]
        
    





    
        

                
                    WWW.COE.INT
                




    
        Human Rights
    
    
        Democracy
    
    
        Rule of Law
    




                
                    
                        
                            About us 
                        

                        

                                
                                    Council of Europe at a glance
                                

                                
                                    The Council of Europe: key facts
                                

                                
                                    Achievements and History
                                

                                
                                    Jobs and Traineeships
                                

                                
                                    Home
                                

                                
                                    Human Rights
                                

                                
                                    Democracy
                                

                                
                                    Rule of Law
                                

                                
                                    Administrative entities
                                

                                
                                    Secretary General
                                

                                
                                    Deputy Secretary General
                                

                                
                                    Chairmanship
                                

                                
                                    Committee of Ministers
                                

                                
                                    Parliamentary Assembly
                                

                                
                                    Congress of Local and Regional Authorities
                                

                                
                                    European Court of Human Rights
                                

                                
                                    Commissioner for Human Rights
                                

                                
                                    Conference of INGOs
                                

                                
                                    Monitoring bodies
                                

                                
                                    Private Office
                                

                                
                                    Treaty Office
                                

                                
                                    46 Member States
                                

                                
                                    Theme files
                                

                                
                                    Newsroom
                                

                                
                                    Events
                                

                                
                                    Bookshop
                                

                                
                                    Online resources
                                

                                
                                    Contact
                                

                                
                                    Intranet
                                

                        

                    

                


            
                

    
        
                English
            
        
        
            
                Choose language
            








































	

	
		




	

	
		
			




































	
		





    
        
            
            

        

    


	
		
			
				


	



	
		
			
				
					

















































	

				

				
					
						


	

		

































































	

	
                
                    
                            English
                    
                

                
                    
                            Français
                    
                

                
                    
                            Español
                    
                






	
	
					
				
			
		
	
	


	


			

		
	


	

		
		







	







        

    

                


                
    
        Connect
        
    
                


                

    Search

                

            


                

                        
                            Council of Europe at a glance
                        

                        
                            The Council of Europe: key facts
                        

                        
                            Achievements and History
                        

                        
                            Jobs and Traineeships
                        

                        
                            Home
                        

                        
                            Human Rights
                        

                        
                            Democracy
                        

                        
                            Rule of Law
                        

                        
                            Administrative entities
                        

                        
                            Secretary General
                        

                        
                            Deputy Secretary General
                        

                        
                            Chairmanship
                        

                        
                            Committee of Ministers
                        

                        
                            Parliamentary Assembly
                        

                        
                            Congress of Local and Regional Authorities
                        

                        
                            European Court of Human Rights
                        

                        
                            Commissioner for Human Rights
                        

                        
                            Conference of INGOs
                        

                        
                            Monitoring bodies
                        

                        
                            Private Office
                        

                        
                            Treaty Office
                        

                        
                            46 Member States
                        

                        
                            Theme files
                        

                        
                            Newsroom
                        

                        
                            Events
                        

                        
                            Bookshop
                        

                        
                            Online resources
                        

                        
                            Contact
                        

                        
                            Intranet
                        

                

        

    





    






    
        
                
                    
                        [image: ]
                    


    [image: ]
    
        Avenue de l'Europe
        

        F-67075 Strasbourg Cedex
        

        Tel. +33 (0)3 88 41 20 00
        

        
            www.coe.int
        
    

                


            
                
                    
                        
                            

                                Data Protection
                            

                        
                    
                



                
                    
                    
                    
                

            

        

    



	
        	
                            
                            Home
                            
                        

	Back
	
                
                    Newsroom
                
            


                    
	
                            
                            Convention 108 and Protocols
                            
                        

	Back
	
                
                    Modernisation of Convention 108
                
            
	
                
                    Background
                
            
	
                
                    Relevant Committee of Ministers' Decisions
                
            
	
                
                    Parties
                
            


                    
	
                            
                            Activities
                            
                        

	Back
	
                
                    Consultative Committee
                    
                

	Back
	
                
                    Chair of the Committee
                
            
	
                
                    Meetings of the Consultative Committee
                
            
	
                
                    Meetings of the Bureau
                
            


            
	
                
                    Conferences
                
            
	
                
                    Cooperation
                    
                

	Back
	
                
                    On-going cooperation projects
                
            
	
                
                    Completed cooperation projects
                
            


            


                    
	
                            
                            Documentation
                            
                        

	Back
	
                
                    Reports, studies and opinions
                
            
	
                
                    Normative instruments
                
            
	
                
                    National information
                
            
	
                
                    Case-law of the European Court of Human Rights
                
            


                    
	
                            
                        Data Protection Commissioner
                        
                    
	
                            
                            Stefano Rodotà Award
                            
                        

	Back
	
                
                    2019 Rodotà Award
                
            
	
                
                    2020 Rodotà Award
                
            
	
                
                    2021 Rodotà Award
                
            
	
                
                    2022 Rodotà Award
                
            
	
                
                    2023 Rodotà Award
                
            
	
                
                    2024 Rodotà Award
                
            


                    
	
                            
                        Data Protection Day
                        
                    
	
                            
                        COVID-19 and Data Protection
                        
                    


	




	
		

		
			

		

			


	




	
		






































	

	
		




	

	
		
			




































	
		





    
        
            
            

        

    


	
		
			
				


	



	
		
			
				
					

















































	

				

				
					
						


	

		






























































	

		

		    
You are here:    






    	
                
                    Data Protection
                

                







	
				Home

                

Council of Europe Data Protection website



	
		[image: ]
	

	
		[image: ]
	

	
	[image: ]
	

	
		[image: ]
	



































	

		
















	
	
		

		

		















































	
		
		
		
		
			
				

					
	
		
			
				
					





































	

	
		




	

	
		
			




































	
		






    
        
            
            

        

    


	
		
			
				


	



	
		
			
				
					

















































	

				

				
					
						


	

		




































    


























	
	
	









    
        
            
                































	
		
			

			


































	


        	
                            
                                [image: 61st meeting of the Bureau of the Consultative Committee of Convention 108]
                            

                            

        
            
            	
                    
                        Twitter
                    
                
	
                    
                        Facebook
                    
                
	
                    
                        LinkedIn
                    
                
	
                    
                        Email
                    
                


        


                                15 mars 2024

                                
                                    
                                        61st meeting of the Bureau of the Consultative Committee of Convention 108
                                    
                                


                                
                                PARIS
                            15 March 2024
                        


                            
                                    The Bureau of the Committee of Convention 108 held its 61st meeting from 13 to 15 March 2024 in... 
                            


                        

                        
	
                            
                                [image: Lebanon launches its Human Trafficking Victim Identification Kit]
                            

                            

        
            
            	
                    
                        Twitter
                    
                
	
                    
                        Facebook
                    
                
	
                    
                        LinkedIn
                    
                
	
                    
                        Email
                    
                


        


                                12 mars 2024

                                
                                    
                                        Lebanon launches its Human Trafficking Victim Identification Kit
                                    
                                


                                
                                TUNIS
                            7 March 2024
                        


                            
                                    As part of the launch of the Human Trafficking Victim Identification Kit in Lebanon, special... 
                            


                        

                        
	
                            
                                [image: 22nd Meeting of the Central and Eastern European Privacy and Data Protection Authorities]
                            

                            

        
            
            	
                    
                        Twitter
                    
                
	
                    
                        Facebook
                    
                
	
                    
                        LinkedIn
                    
                
	
                    
                        Email
                    
                


        


                                4 mars 2024

                                
                                    
                                        22nd Meeting of the Central and Eastern European Privacy and Data Protection Authorities
                                    
                                


                                
                                Tbilisi
                            28 February 2024
                        


                            
                                    The 22nd Meeting of the Central and Eastern European Privacy and Data Protection Authorities took... 
                            


                        

                        
	
                            
                                [image: Congratulations to the winners of the Stefano Rodotà Data Protection Award 2024]
                            

                            

        
            
            	
                    
                        Twitter
                    
                
	
                    
                        Facebook
                    
                
	
                    
                        LinkedIn
                    
                
	
                    
                        Email
                    
                


        


                                29 janv. 2024

                                
                                    
                                        Congratulations to the winners of the Stefano Rodotà Data Protection Award 2024
                                    
                                


                                
                                Strasbourg
                            29 January 2024
                        


                            
                                    The Jury of the Stefano Rodotà Award, composed of the members of the Bureau of the Committee of... 
                            


                        

                        
	
                            
                                [image: Data Protection Day – 2024]
                            

                            

        
            
            	
                    
                        Twitter
                    
                
	
                    
                        Facebook
                    
                
	
                    
                        LinkedIn
                    
                
	
                    
                        Email
                    
                


        


                                28 janv. 2024

                                
                                    
                                        Data Protection Day – 2024
                                    
                                


                                
                                Strasbourg
                            28 January 2024
                        


                            
                                    On the occasion of the 18th International Data Protection Day, the Chair of the Committee of... 
                            


                        

                        











		
		




            
            
    
    







	
	
					
				
			
		
	
	


	


			

		
	


	

		
		







	













































	

	
		




	

	
		
			




































	
		





    
        
            



















	
		

		

		

		
	

            

        

    


	
		
			
				


	



	
		
			
				
					

















































	

				

				
					
						


	

		
































	
	
		
			
			
				
					
					
					

						

						
							


















	
	
	
		
			

			View all news


		


		

	




							
						

					
				
			
		
	




	

	

	

	

	

	




	
	
					
				
			
		
	
	


	


			

		
	


	

		
		







	













































	

	
		




	

	
		
			




































	
		





    
        
            



















	
		

		

		

		
	

            

        

    


	
		
			
				


	



	
		
			
				
					

















































	

				

				
					
						


	

		
































	
	
		
			
			
				
					
					
					

						

						
							


















	
	
	
		
			

			[image: ]



		


		

	




							
						

					
				
			
		
	




	

	

	

	

	

	




	
	
					
				
			
		
	
	


	


			

		
	


	

		
		







	













































	

	
		




	

	
		
			




































	
		





    
        
            



















	
		

		

		

		
	

            

        

    


	
		
			
				


	



	
		
			
				
					

















































	

				

				
					
						


	

		
































	
	
		
			
			
				
					
					
					

						

						
							


















	
	
	
		
			

			


    

            


                            [image: Conference on Convention 108 + as the global privacy standard, building a free data transfer area while preserving human dignity]


                
                        Conference on Convention 108 + as the global privacy standard, building a free data transfer area while preserving human dignity
                



                        [image: Conference on Convention 108 + as the global privacy standard, building a free data transfer area while preserving human dignity]

                
                    For 40 years, the Council of Europe Convention for the Protection of Individuals with regard to Automatic Processing of Personal Data - Convention 108 – has been the only international legally binding instrument on the protection of privacy and personal data. Its modernised version, Convention 108+, helps preserving human dignity while providing an enabling and secure framework to free flow of data. Read more and listen to the views of prominent personalities.

                


            

    




		


		

	




							
						

					
				
			
		
	




	

	

	

	

	

	




	
	
					
				
			
		
	
	


	


			

		
	


	

		
		







	









				

			

			
				
					





































	

	
		




	

	
		
			




































	
		






    
        
            



















	
		

		

		

		
	

            

        

    


	
		
			
				


	



	
		
			
				
					

















































	

				

				
					
						


	

		
































	
	
		
			
			
				
					
					
					

						

						
							


















	
	
	
		
			

			Protecting private life


You go somewhere, you buy something, you apply for a job, you pay your bills : you live... and at each of those moments of your life, your personal information is used, collected, processed. In order to protect your right to private life, with regard to the automatic processing of your personal data, the Council of Europe elaborated the "Convention for the Protection of Individuals with regard to Automatic Processing of Personal Data".


Thirty years after its entry into force, this Convention still remains the only binding international legal instrument in the field, with a potential worldwide scope of application.
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			Handbook on European data protection law - 2018 edition
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The rapid development of information technology has exacerbated the need for robust personal data protection, the right to which is safeguarded by both European Union (EU) and Council of Europe (CoE) instruments. Safeguarding this important right entails new and significant challenges as technological advances expand the frontiers of areas such as surveillance, communication interception and data storage. This handbook is designed to familiarise legal practitioners not specialised in data protection with this emerging area of the law. It provides an overview of the EU’s and the CoE’s applicable legal frameworks. It also explains key case law, summarising major rulings of both the Court of Justice of the European Union and the European Court of Human Rights. In addition, it presents hypothetical scenarios that serve as practical illustrations of the diverse issues encountered in this ever-evolving field.


Download the Handbook 


Available also in Bulgarian, Croatian, Czech, Danish, Dutch, Estonian, Finnish, French, Georgian, German, Greek, Hungarian, Italian, Korean, Latvian, Lithuanian, Polish, Romanian, Slovak, Slovenian, Spanish and Ukrainian
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