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Mr Šarūnas ADOMAVI ČIUS, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Lithuania 
 

Šarūnas Adomavičius worked from 1972-1990 as a lawyer and assisted the Chairman of the Supreme Council of Lithuania 
for the next two years. From 1992-1993 he served as Deputy Director of the Consular Department, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, and  for the next two years as Consul General in Warsaw. From 1999-2003 Mr Adomavičius, served as 
Ambassador to the International Organizations in Vienna. From 2005-06 he was Ambassador to Italy and in 2007 he was 
appointed Permanent Representative to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations. 
 
 
 
 

Mr Igor BOTAN,  Executive Director, Association for Participatory Democracy (ADEPT), Moldova. 
 

Igor Botan studied the influence of electoral systems on the development of political parties during a fellowship at 
Georgetown University USA. He served as a consultant to the Department of Political Analysis at the Presidency of the 
Republic of Moldova until 1994, when he was appointed as Senior Programme Coordinator at the International Foundation 
for Election Systems. Since 1999 he is the Executive Director of the Association for Participatory Democracy and also 
works as a political analyst at Radio Free Europe/Romanian Service as well as for The Economist Intelligence Unit and for 
the BBC. He is currently Director of the Association of Democratic Participation in Chisinau. 
 

 

 Mr Mevlüt ÇAVU ŞOĞLU, (TUR, EDG) Vice-President,  Council of Europe Parliamentary Assembly 
 

Mevlüt Cavusoglu has been a member of PACE since 2003; he is Vice-President of the Assembly and chairperson for Sub-
Committee on Migration. He is a member of the Committee on the Honouring of Obligations and Commitments by Member 
States of the Council of Europe (Monitoring Committee), and of the Political Affairs Committee. He is also a member of the 
Sub-Committee on Belarus.  

 

Ms Corina CEPOI , Project Director, Independent Journalism Centre, Moldova 
 

Corina Cepoi is the director of the Chisinau School of Advanced Journalism www.scoaladejurnalism.md/en, a major project 
of the Independent Journalism Center (IJC) www.ijc.md/en in Chisinau, Moldova. The Center provides journalism training, 
legal support and resources for the country’s media. During election campaigns the IJC monitors media coverage of 
elections. Cepoi has a B.A. in English and MA in Journalism from the State University of Moldova as well as a Master’s 
degree from the Missouri School of Journalism in the USA. She also was a Chevening scholar at Oxford University.  

 
 

Mr Hendrik DAEMS , (BE, ALDE), member of the Political Affairs Committee,  
Parliamentary Assembly 
 

Hendrik Daems has been a member of PACE since 2007. He is a member of Political Affairs Committee and its Sub-
Committee on the Middle East and he is also member of the Committee on Culture, Science and Education and its Sub-
Committee on the Cultural Heritage. He is General Rapporteur of the Forum for the Future of Democracy 2009 for the 
Parliamentary Assembly. 
 

 

Mr Hamazasp DANIELYAN , Monitoring and Evaluation officer, International Foundation for Electoral 
Systems (IFES), Armenia 
 

Hamazasp Danielyan has a PhD in Political Sciences form Yerevan State University, where he is currently assistant 
professor. In 2008, he served as trial monitor for ODHIR/OSCE. Prior to the Parliamentary Elections in 2007 he coordinated 
a project aimed at organizing mock elections for the students of Armenia. He has also worked with the Centre for 
Leadership Development 2006-7, the National Assembly of Armenia (2006), Kentron TV Yerevan (2005) as analyst. He has 
extensive experience in observing local and national elections in Armenia starting from Presidential elections in 2003. 

 

 Mr Srdjan DARMANOVIC , member of the Venice Commission, Montenegro 
  
Srdjan Darmanovic is the Dean of the Faculty of Political Science, and Professor of Comparative Politics at the University of       
Montenegro. He is President of the Centre for Democracy and Human  Rights (CEDEM), a think tank based in Podgorica,  
Montenegro. He is the  author of several books and articles published in international magazines and worked as a columnist 
in the former Belgrade based independent daily Nasa Borba and the Podgorica based independent weekly Monitor. During 
the period of 1997-98 he participated in the Aspen Institute’s International Research Group. He testified in 1998 and 2000 as 
an expert in the hearings before the Helsinki Commission of US Congress. 
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Ms Nel VAN DIJK , Director of the Institute for Political Participation, the Netherlands  
 

Nel van Dijk has been director of the Dutch Institute for Political Participation since 2003 working to promote political and 
social participation, both in the Netherlands and abroad. The institute is well known for the StemWijzer, an internet political 
preference test. She is a former Green party member (1986-1998) of the European Parliament where she was chair of the 
Women’s Rights Committee and the Committee for transport and tourism.   
 
 

 

Ms Natalia DNIPRENKO , Head of the Public Relations Department, the Secretariat of the Cabinet of 
Ministers of Ukraine 
 

Natalia Dniprenko worked as an actress and a TV-presenter until she became a press-secretary of the deputy speaker of 
Ukrainian Parliament, the Verkhovna Rada. After that she devoted her efforts to the development of civil society in 
Ukraine. She has a PhD in Public Administration, having researched the communicative aspect of  public information 
management. Now she is also a lecturer at the National Academy of Public Administration. 

 

Ms Lydie ERR, Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (LU, SOC) and member of the Venice 
Commission 
 

Lydie Err has been a member of the Chamber of Deputies for the Luxembourg Socialist Workers' Party since 1984. During 
1989-91 she sat as one of the two Vice-Presidents of the Chamber. She served as the Juncker-Poos Ministry Secretary of 
State in 1998-99. In PACE her roles in the committees and sub-committees include membership of the Committee on 
Legal Affairs and Human Rights; the Rules of Procedure, Immunities and Institutional Affairs Committee and the 
Committee on Equal Opportunities for Women and Men where she serves as President of the Sub-Committee on equal 
participation of women and men in decision-making. 

 

Mr Anatoliy FEDORCHUK , Boryspil City Mayor, Ukraine 
 

Anatoliy Fedorchuk is Vice-President of the Association of Ukrainian Cities and Municipalities (AUC) and Head of its 
Medium Cities Section which works for the development of medium-sized municipalities. He graduated from Kyiv State 
Pedagogical Institute with the diploma in history and social science in 1985 and worked as a school teacher of history for 2 
years. Following this he became a public servant and local government official. In 2006 he was elected a Mayor of Boryspil, 
a city near Kyiv.     
 

 

Dr Peter FERDINAND , University of Warwick, UK  
 

Peter Ferdinand is an Associate Professor of Politics at the University of Warwick, where he was also Director of the Centre 
for Studies in Democratisation.  He is former Head of the Asia-Pacific Programme at the Royal Institute of International 
Affairs (Chatham House) in London.  He studied at the University of Oxford, the University of Kyiv and the London School of 
Economics.  He has also done research at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences in Beijing. His main research interests 
are in democratisation, the transitions of former communist states, comparative politics, and the politics and political 
economy of Pacific Asia.  He has edited a book on the Internet and democratisation and he is one of the three authors of 
Oxford University Press’s recent textbook Introduction to Politics.  He was a presenter at workshops of the Forum for the 
Future of Democracy in Moscow (2006) and Madrid (2008) and he is He is Rapporteur for Workshop 1B this year. 
 

 
 

Prof. Mark N. FRANKLIN , European University Institute, Florence, Italy 
 

Mark Franklin is the Stein Rokkan Professor of Comparative Politics at the European University Institute. A past 
Guggenheim Fellow and Fulbright Scholar, he founded the Public Opinion and Participation Section of the European 
Union Studies Association and is a Director of the European Elections Studies project. 
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Mr Jean-Claude FRÉCON , (FR, SOC) Vice-President (Chamber of Local Authorities) Congress of Local 
and Regional Authorities  
 

Jean-Claude Frécon is Head of the French delegation to the Congress. He is a member of the Chamber of Local 
Authorities and serves in the Congress Bureau and the Institutional Committee. He is a local councillor for Pouilly-lès-
Feurs and a member of the Senate of France, representing the Loire department. He is General Rapporteur of the Forum 
for the Future of Democracy 2009 for the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities.  
 

 

Prof. Michael GALLAGHER ,  Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland 
 

Michael Gallagher is Professor of Comparative Politics, Trinity College Dublin, Ireland. He has also held visiting 
professorships in New York, Hong Kong and Lille. His work covers both comparative politics and Irish politics. He has 
written extensively on electoral systems and is co-editor of The Politics of Electoral Systems (Oxford University Press, 
2008 and co-author of Representative Government in Modern Europe, 4th ed. (New York: McGraw-Hill, 2005). He is a past 
president of the Political Studies Association of Ireland. 

 

Prof. Yvonne GALLIGAN , Queen’s University, Belfast  
 

Yvonne Galligan is Director of the Centre for the Advancement of Women in Politics, Director of Research in Governance 
and Public Policy, and Director of MA Gender and Society programme at Queens University. she is formerly Fulbright 
Scholar and adjunct Professor at the American University, Washington DC. She is leader on a number of projects 
investigating the relationship between gender, political participation and democracy. Her primary research interest is 
gender politics, particularly candidate selection, electoral systems, party systems and comparative studies. Her current 
research focus is on how gender fares under conditions of multi-level governance, with the European Union providing the 
context for the study of this subject. 

 

Prof. Rachel GIBSON , Professor of Political Science, University of Manchester, UK 
 

Rachel Gibson was previously Professor of New Media Studies at the University of Leicester, Senior Research Fellow in 
the ACSPRI Centre for Social Research (ACSR) at the Australian National University, and Lecturer in politics at the 
University of Salford. She holds a PhD from Texas A&M University, US. She has held visiting research positions at the 
Mannheim Centre for European Social Research (MZES) and at the University of Durham. She is principal Investigator on 
the Australian Election Study (AES) and the Australian Survey of Social Attitudes (AuSSA) and on a series of Economic 
and Social Research Council (ESRC) and Australian Research Council (ARC) funded projects. Her major interests include: 
new media; political parties, citizen participation and new methodologies to map online political networks and analyse the 
uses of web 2.0 tools by parties and voters. 
 
Dame Audrey GLOVER , Director, Electoral Reform International Services, UK  
 

Audrey Glover is a human rights lawyer who was formerly a Legal Counsellor at the UK Foreign Office. During that time she 
was the UK representative to the European Commission and the Court of Human Rights. She was Director of 
OSCE/ODIHR from 1994 to 1997. She headed the UK Delegation to the UN Human Rights Commission from 1998 to 2003. 
Dame Audrey has headed the OSCE/ODIHR Electoral Observation Missions to Belarus (2004), Kazakhstan (2005), the 
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (2006) and Ukraine (2007). She has worked in Baghdad as a human rights adviser 
to the Coalition Provisional Authority and to the Iraqi Ministry of Human Rights in 2004, 2005 and 2006.  Recently, she 
headed Election Observation Missions in Italy and the USA in 2008, and the elections in Albania in 2009.  

 

Judge Manuel GONZALEZ OROPEZA , Judge of the Supreme Court for Elections in Mexico  
 

Manuel GONZALEZ OROPEZA received his PhD Honoris Causa, from the State University of Baja California in 2007. In 
1984 he was a founding member of the Researchers National System. He has served as Secretary General of the 
Department of Humanities at the National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM); as Bureau Chief of the Diplomatic 
Archives of Mexico at the Department of Foreign Affairs; and as Law Clerk of the Supreme Court of Justice and Chairman of 
the Electoral Council of the Federal Elections Board at the Federal District. In 1990 he was the founding director of the 
Institute for Legal Research at the University of Guadalajara and in 1998 he was founding president of the Academic Council 
of the Institute of Legislative Studies of the Congress of the State of Mexico. He was appointed Judge of the Supreme Court 
for Elections in Mexico in November 2006. 
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Ambassador István GYARMATI , President, International Centre for Democratic Transition (ICDT), 
Hungary 
 

István Gyarmati is currently Director of the International Centre for Democratic Transition, Chairman of the Board of the 
Centre for Euro Atlantic Integration and Democracy in Budapest and Senior Political Adviser of the Geneva-based Centre 
for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces. Ambassador Gyarmati has a distinguished career in the Hungarian diplomatic 
service having served as Head of OSCE Missions to Georgia and Chechnya, Senior Vice President for Policy and 
Programs of the East-West Institute. 1996-99 he served as Under-Secretary of Defense for Policy. He serves at the 
Council of the International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) and the Academic Advisory Board of the NATO Defense 
College. He is author of numerous publications on security policy, European security, conflict management and Hungarian 
defense policy. 

 

Prof. Robin HAMBLETON , Faculty of Environment and Technology University of the West of England, 
Bristol, UK 
 

Robin Hambleton is Professor of City Leadership and founder and director of Urban Answers since 2007. He has worked in 
local government and has been an adviser to UK local government ministers and a consultant to Select Committees of 
Parliament. He was College Dean at the University of Illinois at Chicago (2002-07). He was Special Adviser to the Royal 
Commission on the Governance of Auckland in 2008/09 and is now a Special Adviser to UK central government on local 
governance research (2009-12). Robin has written national guidance documents for councils in England, Wales and 
Scotland and he is the author of eleven books and over 300 articles on aspects of local governance. He is Rapporteur for 
Workshop 2A of the Forum for the Future of Democracy. 

 
 

Mr Jan HELGESEN , President of the European Commission for Democracy through Law  
 

Jan Helgesen holds a law degree from the University of Oslo and has been on the Editorial Board of "Nordic Journal of 
International Law" since 1996. In 1986 he was appointed Norwegian representative to the UN Working Group on 
"Declaration on the right and responsibility of individuals, groups and organs of society to promote and protect universally 
recognized human rights and fundamental freedoms". In 1990 he was appointed the Norwegian representative to the 
European Commission for Democracy through Law (The Venice Commission) and he has served as President of this 
Commission since 2007. 

 

Mr Michael HANCOCK  (UK/ALDE), Member of the Parliamentary Assembly of the  Council of Europe   
 

Michael Hancock is Liberal Democrat Member of Parliament for Portsmouth South and a City councillor for Fratton ward. 
He worked as an engineer until he was first elected to parliament. He has also worked as a director of the Daytime Club at 
the BBC. He has been a Representative in PACE since 2005 and he is also Vice-President of the Liberal Group on the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Western European Union and member of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly and of its 
Defence, Technology and Science Committee. 
 

 

Mr Jean-Marie HEYDT , President of the Conference of International Non-Governmental Organisations 
(INGOs) of the Council of Europe 
 

Jean-Marie Heydt, representative of the European Association of Training Centres for Socio-Educational Care Work, was 
elected President of the Conference of INGOs in 2009 with a mandate of three years. Mr Heydt has long-standing 
experience with the Council of Europe, in particular in his role as Council of Europe expert on questions such as “the role 
of European cities in combating extreme poverty”, “Human dignity and social exclusion” and “Education for democratic 
citizenship”. He is Director General of the Bas-Rhin Family Association, Strasbourg 
 
 
Mr Alexander ISKANDARIAN , Director of the Caucasus Institute, Yerevan, Armenia 
 
Alexander Iskandarian is one of the founders of the Caucasus Institute in 2002 and he is director since 2005. Prior to this 
he headed their Research Unit. He teaches the Contemporary Studies and Area Studies courses. He has dozens of 
academic publications in various countries and regularly gives interviews to Western, Russian and Armenian. 
 

 
Mr Thorbjørn JAGLAND,  Secretary General of the Council of Europe 
 

Thorbjørn Jagland has served as President of the Norwegian Parliament since 2005 and as an MP from Buskerud County 
since 1993. From 1996-1997 he was Prime Minister of Norway and from 2000 – 2001 he was Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
From 2001-2005 he was the head of the Norwegian delegation for Relations with the European Parliament and member of 
the Norwegian delegation to the NATO Parliamentary Assembly. He has been a member of the Nordic Council from 1993-
1996 and from 1997-2000. Since 2006 Mr Jagland is Chair of the Board of Directors, Oslo Centre for Peace and Human 
Rights. He was elected Secretary General of the Council of Europe on 29 September 2009 for a mandate of five years. 
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Mr Yuri KLUCHKOVSKY , Deputy Head of the Committee on State Development and Local  
Self-Government, Verkhovna Rada, Ukraine  
 

Yuriy Kliuchkovsky was senior researcher at the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine from 1977-93. From 1993 -96 
he was Assistant Professor, then Chair for Theoretical Physics at Ivan Franko Lviv State University. From 1989-2005 he 
was the member of Central Leadership, vice-head of the People Rukh of Ukraine party, and Head of Lviv regional 
organization. From 1996-98 Mr Kluchkovsky served as Chief of the Education Department, Lviv Regional State 
Administration, and subsequently as Vice-Chair of the Committee on State Development and Local Self-Government. In 
1998 he was elected  people’s deputy of Ukraine. From 2005 he  was a member of Political Council, “Our Ukraine” party. In 
2002 he was appointed President of the Election Law Institute (NGO). 

 

Dr Henk VAN DER KOLK , Associate professor of political science, University of Twente, Netherlands  
 

Henk van der Kolk is associate professor in Political Sciences. He co-directed the Dutch Parliamentary Election Study in 
1998 and 2006 and is currently co-director of the Dutch Parliamentary Election Study planned for 2011. In 2006 he was 
advisor to the Citizens’ Assembly of Electoral Reform in The Netherlands. He is a board member of  the European 
Summer Schools in Local Government. He has published several articles and books about electoral systems, electoral 
behavior, political participation and local politics. He is currently researching local electoral systems in Europe and turnout 
in local elections. He is finishing a book (with others) about the Citizens’ Assembly in The Netherlands, Ontario and British 
Columbia.  He teaches both normative and empirical political science and social science research methods. 

 

Mr Andrey KULIKOV , ICTV Ukraine 
 

Andrey Kulikov is a law graduate from Taras Shevchenko State University, Kyiv, specializing in International Relations. 
He has worked as a journalist for BBC Ukraine, for “Internews”,  for “New Channel” and for “News from Ukraine” 
newspaper. In 2005 he acted as media expert for the European Union project ТАСІS -BBC World Service Trust. 
 
 

 

Mr Ihor KOHUT , Director of the Ukrainian School of Political Studies and Chairman of the Board, Agency 
for Legislative Initiatives, Ukraine  
 

Ihor Kohut is a Ukrainian political analyst. He manages public monitoring and policy campaigns, conducts research, 
organizes round table discussions on political and legislative matters. Mr Kohut also acts as an editor-in-chief of the 
Parliament Journal.  On national Parliamentary and Presidential elections in period of years 2001 – 2007 he was 
responsible for several public monitoring and awareness campaigns.  Since November 2005, he has been the Director of 
the Ukrainian School of Political Studies, a joint project of the Council of Europe and the Agency for Legislative Initiatives.  
He has also undertaken consultancies with the International Foundation for Electoral Systems. 

 

Mr Konstiantyn KVURT , Executive Director, “Internews Ukraine”   
 

Konstiantyn Kvurt began his media career in 1992 working for the Washington Post and Agence France Presse in Kyiv. 
Since becoming Internews Ukraine’s (IUA) Chairman of the Board, Mr Kvurt has diversified and transformed IUA into a 
leading NGO which develops training, production and advocacy programs for Ukrainian independent broadcast media 
professionals, programs on PR, effective communication and information campaigns aimed at representatives of NGOs 
and business companies. Mr.Kvurt is a media expert and a member of the President’s National Commission for Freedom 
of Speech and Development of the Information Sphere, and the Verkhovna Rada Public Council for Freedom of Speech 
and Information. He has lobbied for fair media laws supporting the development of independent media in Ukraine.  

 

Mr Olexandr LAVRYNOVYCH , First Vice-Chair of the Verkhovna Rada, Ukraine  
 

Olexandr Lavrynovych graduated from Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv with a degree in engineering and from 
the National Law Academy of Ukraine. Between 1978-92 he served as engineer and then senior scientist at the Bakul 
Institute of Superhard Materials of Ukraine. In 1994 he was elected as a Ukrainian deputy. In 2001 he became National 
Secretary of Ministry of Justice of Ukraine, in  2005 he was appointed the Minister of Justice, and reappointed in 2006 to 
serve for another year. 
 
 
 
Ambasssador Maria LEISSNER , Ambassador at large for Democracy, Swedish EU Presidency 

 
Maria Leissner is a Swedish politician and was party leader of the Swedish Liberal People’s Party from 1995–97. From 
2000-2004 she was Sweden's ambassador to Guatemala. 
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Mr Göran LINDBLAD , Vice-President of the  Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe and Chair 
of the Political Affairs Committee (SE, EPP/CD) 
 
Göran Lindblad has been a member of the Swedish parliament since1997 and  a member of the Parliamentary Assembly 
since 2004. He is Chair of the Political Affairs Committee and member of the Sub-Committee on Population. Mr Lindblad is 
also Alternate member in the Committee on Migration, Refugees and Population, in the Committee on Economic Affairs 
and Development and in the Sub-Committee on Migration. 

 

Mr Igor MINTOUSSOV,  Chairman, Council of Directors, “NICCOLO M” Centre of Political Consulting, 
Russian Federation 
 

Igor Mintussov graduated in economics from Moscow State University in 1980. He started as researcher in the Central  
Economic-Mathematical Institute (now Russian Academy of Sciences). From 1989 he chaired the Centre for Political and 
Sociological Research for two years and in 1992 he became Chairman of the Council of Directors of the “NICCOLO M” 
Centre of Political Consulting. He has managed numerous election campaigns in Russia and has been a consultant for 
presidential elections in Mongolia and Nicaragua in 2001, and in Lithuania 2002. 
 

 

Mr Ian MICALLEF , President a.i. of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe 
 

Ian Micallef has served as a municipal councillor for Gzira, Malta, since 1994, and has acted as Chair of the Association of 
Local Councils of Malta since 1996. His international political career began in 1996, when he led the Maltese delegation to 
the Council of Europe Congress, and he has, since 2000, been an executive member of the Commonwealth Local 
Government Forum. He has also, since May 2004, been Vice-President of the European Union’s Committee of the Regions 
and a member of the Venice Commission's Council for Democratic Elections. Mr Micallef has been a member of the 
Congress since 1996 and is currently President of the Chamber of Local Authorities, Vice-President of the Bureau and 
Acting President of the Congress. He is a specialist in European law.   
  
Mr Antonio Antonio MILOŠOSKI , Minister of Foreign Affairs of “the Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia” 
 

Antonio Milososki was appointed Minister of Foreign Affairs of “the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia” in 2006. From 
2000 – 2001 he was a Government spokesman and from 1999-2000 he was Chief of Cabinet of Deputy Prime Minister, 
Dosta Dimovska. In 2005 he became a Research Fellow at the Institute of Political Sciences at the Gerhard Merkator 
University in Duisburg, Germany. 
 
 
 

Prof. Pippa NORRIS , McGuire Lecturer in Comparative Politics at the John F. Kennedy School of 
Government Harvard University, USA  
 

Pippa Norris joined Harvard University in 1992. She has recently served as the Director of the Democratic Governance 
Group at the United Nations Development Program in New York. She has been expert consultant for many international 
bodies including the UN, UNESCO, NDI, the Council of Europe, International IDEA, the World Bank, the National 
Endowment for Democracy, and the UK Electoral Commission. Her research addresses gender politics, democracy, 
elections and public opinion and political communications. She has published almost forty books in comparative political 
science Her most recent publication is Cosmopolitan Communications: Cultural Diversity in a Globalizing World (CUP 
2009, with Ronald Inglehart).  
 

Mr Mykhaylo OKHENDOVSKYY , Member of the Central Electoral Commission, Ukraine  
 

Mykhaylo Okhendovsky graduated from the National Taras Shevchenko University, Kyiv. He started his career in 1991 at 
the Zavenyagin Copper-Nickel Enterprise (now Norilsk Nickel). In 1993 he joined the law firm “Proksen” and is a member 
of the Ukrainian Association of International Law. He became a member of the Electoral Commission in 2004. Since 2002 
he has been Vice-President of Ukrainian national television. 
 

 

Mr Mykola ONISHCHUK , Minister of Justice, Ukraine 
 

Mykola Onishchuk is a law graduate from Taras Shevchenko State University, Kyiv. He has worked as a senior staff 
scientist at the Institute of State and Law under the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine. He is president of YURIS 
law firm, deputy chair of the Union of Lawyers of Ukraine, vice-president of the Ukrainian Union of Industrialists and 
Entrepreneurs and vice-president of the World Congress of Ukrainian Lawyers. He is a Honoured Lawyer of Ukraine. Mr 
Onishchuk was appointed Minister for Justice in December 2007. 
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Mr Robert PARSONS , international editor of ‘France 24’  
 
 Robert Parsons studied Georgian nationalism for his PhD. He presents his own daily current affairs programme, Top 
Story, on France24 and frequently hosts shows such as Face Off, the Interview and the Debate. Among his recent 
interviewees are Kofi Annan, John Boulton, Mary Robinson, Orhan Pamuk, Yuliya Timoshenko, Mikheil Saakashvili, Ellen 
Johnson-Sirleaf and Bernard Henri-Levy. He worked for many years with the BBC; as a senior features producer with the 
BBC Russian Service, as a TV producer with World Service TV and as Moscow correspondent from 1993-2002. He 
subsequently joined Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty as director of the Georgian Service. 
 

Ms Sandra PERNAR , Executive Director, Gong, Zagreb, Croatia 
 

Sandra Pernar obtained her degree in political science at Zagreb University in 2002. She is currently studying for a Master 
of European Studies at the Faculty of Political Science in Zagreb and Project Management at the College of Business and 
Management. She is Executive Director of GONG, a major Croatian civil society organization working to promote the 
democratic values and principles, especially the rule of law, free and fair elections, good governance, accountability and 
political participation in Croatia. Her main interests include elections, policy process and EU integration 
 

 

Mr Ola PETTERSSON , Electoral Processes Programme, International IDEA 
 

Ola Pettersson holds an MA from Uppsala University in Sweden on electoral participation and the effectiveness of 
initiatives to increase participation. Since 2007 he works in the Electoral Process programme of International IDEA where 
he is responsible for their Voter Turnout project and related databases. He is a member of the team managing the ACE 
Electoral Knowledge Network, where he acts as the Network Facilitator. Ola has been involved in IDEA’s work on Capacity 
Development initiatives such as the BRIDGE project and he is an accredited BRIDGE facilitator.  
 
 

 

Mr Paul-Henri PHILIPS , Belgian member of the Council of Europe Steering Committee on Local and 
Regional Democracy (CDLR) 
 

Paul-Henri Philips has an MA in Public Management from Solvay Business School, University of Brussels. He serves as 
Deputy to the Director General in Belgium and has responsibility for International Relationships and Coordination of local 
elections. He is a Member of the Belgian Delegation to the European Committee on Local and Regional Democracy 
(CDLR) of the Council of Europe and he is a member of the CDLR Bureau.  He is co-coordinator in the Brussels-Capital 
Region of the European Week of Local Democracy and the Strategy for Innovation and Good Governance at local Level. 

 

Ms Barbi PILVRE  journalist and Board member of the Network of Estonian Non-profit organisations 
(NENO) 
 
Barbi Pilvre teaches media, gender and cultural theories at Tallinn University. She is a member of the board of NENO, 
Network of Estonian Nongovernmental Organizations and of the board of Estonian Journalist Union. She edits and writes for 
the Estonian weekly Eesti Ekspress  and for Eesti Päevaleht. She has worked on an Estonian version of the media research 
tool “Screening Gender”. She is also author of a collection of essays, named “Format”, 2003, dealing with issues relating to 
the changing Estonian society. She was nominated Journalist of the Year 2007 by Estonian Union of Journalists. 

 

Mr Ihor POPOV , Deputy Head, Secretariat of the President of Ukraine 
 

Ihor Popov is a member of the Forum for the Future of Democracy Preparatory Working Group 3. 
 

 

  Mr Lluís Maria de PUIG , President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe  
 

   Lluís Maria de Puig has been a member of PACE since 1983 and was elected president in 2008. He was active in  
   the  clandestine opposition to the Franco regime and, as leader of the Socialist Party and, from 1979, member  
   of parliament, he helped Spain to make the transition to democracy. Mr de Puig was a  member of the Cortes until  
   2004 and was elected Senator for Gerona in 2004. He lectures in history at the Autonomous University of Barcelona  
   and the University of Girona. 
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Mr Cyril RITCHIE , Representative of the Council of Europe Conference of INGOs 
 

Cyril Ritchie is President of the “Expert Council on NGO Law” of the Council of Europe Conference of INGOs. From 2000 
to 2008 he was President of the Conference of INGOs Grouping “Civil Society and Democracy in Europe”. He was also 
President of the 2006 International Civil Society Forum for Democracy. He is currently President of the Federation of 
International NGOs in Geneva (FIIG) and First Vice President of the Conference of UN NGOs (CONGO). He is Rapporteur 
for Workshop 3B of the Forum for the Future of Democracy. 
 
 
 

 

Ms Ariane RODERT , Consultant, Swedish Forum for Voluntary Social Work 
 

Ariane Rodert is Vice-President of the European Council of Associations of General Interest (CEDAG). She is a policy 
advisor to the EU and worked as an expert consultant on the Council of Europe Code of Good Practice on civil participation 
in the decision-making process. 
 

 

Ms Nataliya ROMANOVA,  (UA, ILDG) Vice-President Congress, Vice-President of the Association of 
Local and Regional Authorities of Ukraine, President of Chernigiv Regional Council.  
 

Nataliya Romanova is a member of the Chamber of Regions of the Congress. She is a Vice-President of the Bureau of the 
Congress and a member of the Working Group on inter-regional co-operation. 
 

 

Mr. Arnold RÜÜTEL , former President of the Republic of Estonia 
 

Arnold Rüütel was the President of the Republic of Estonia from 2001 to 2006, as such he was Estonia´s second President 
since it regained its independence in 1991. Mr Rüütel also served as the last Chairman of the Supreme Soviet of the 
Estonian Soviet Socialist Republic from 1990 to 1992. He was also a member of the Constitutional Assembly from 1991 to 
1992, which drafted the new Constitution of the Republic of Estonia. Before entering into politics Arnold Rüütel was Rector 
of the Estonian Academy of Agriculture.  

 

Prof. Carlo RUZZA , Professor of Sociology, University of Leicester  
 

Carlo Ruzza (PhD Harvard) previously taught at the University of Essex and at the University of Surrey and was a Jean 
Monnet fellow at the European Institute in Florence. His research interests focus on populism and right wing parties and 
movements, on civil society, Europe and social movements. He has published many books and journal articles. His most 
recent book is ‘Reinventing the Italian Right’ with Stefano Fella, (Routledge 2009). 

 

Prof. Hermann SCHMITT , University of Mannheim, Germany  
 

Hermann Schmitt is a research fellow of the MZES and a Privatdozent of Political Science at the University of Mannheim. 
He was a visiting professor at the University of Michigan (1996-7), in Paris (2001-2), in the Australian National University 
(2003), the IAS in Vienna (2005), and the UAM in Madrid (2008). He received his doctorate from the University of Duisburg, 
and holds a venia legendi from both the Free University of Berlin and the University of Mannheim. He has participated in a 
number of comparative projects, in particular from 1979 in the series of European Election Studies. He is the author and 
editor of numerous books and articles on electoral behaviour in multilevel-systems and on political parties and political 
representation in the European Union. He is Rapporteur for Workshop 2B of the Forum for the Future of Democracy. 
 

 

Mr Andriy SHEVCHENKO , Member of Parliament, First Vice-Chairman of the Committee on Freedom of 
Speech and Information, Ukraine, and former journalist  
 

Andriy Schevchenko received his MA from the Institute of Journalism at Kiev National Taras Shevchenko University in 1999. 
He has worked as a multi-media journalist since 1994 for the 1+1 TV Channel, Novyi Kanal, Radio Voice of America and 
others. In 2002 he established the Kyiv Independent Media Union and was elected its first Chairman. In 2003 he created 
and  was the editor-in-chief  of the Channel of Honesty. He is President of the Centre for Public Media, an NGO promoting 
public broadcasting in Ukraine. In 2005 Shevchenko received The Press Freedom Award from Reporters Without Borders 
(Austria, 2005). 
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Ms Anna SÓLYOM , Project manager, International relations, The Association of European Election 
Officials (ACEEEO), Budapest, Hungary 
 

Anna Solyom has an MA of Philosophy and participates in the PhD program of the International  Academy of Philosophy. 
She is responsible for the implementation and coordination of projects of ACEEEO as well as for communication with 
representatives of member countries, partner organizations and international organisations. She is also involved in 
fundraising. 

 

Ms. Maryna STAVNIYCHUK , member of the Venice Commission, Deputy Head of the Secretariat 
of the President of Ukraine 
 
 

 

Mr Jonathan STONESTREET , Senior Election Adviser, OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and 
Human Rights 
 

Jonathan Stonestreet is the Senior Election Adviser at the OSCE's Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights 
(ODIHR) in Warsaw, where he has worked since 2004. He organizes election observation and assessment missions and 
coordinates technical election assistance. In addition, he is the OSCE/ODIHR focal point on electronic voting issues. He 
has participated in over two dozen election observation activities throughout the OSCE region.  
 

 

Mr Bill SWEENEY,  President, International Foundation for Electoral Systems (IFES)  
 

Bill Sweeney is President and chief executive of International Foundation for Electoral Systems. Before this, he served on 
the board of Directors from 1993 to 2001 and was chairman from 1999 to 2000. Mr Sweeney has a lifelong background in 
democracy promotion and public policy. From 1981 to 1985 he was deputy chairman of the Democratic National 
Committee and he was executive director of the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee from 1977 to 1981. At 
Electronic Data Systems (EDS), a private company, he was Vice-President of the Global Government Affairs and 
developed relations with governments and policy organizations around the world. 

 

Mr Anatoliy TKACHUK , Deputy Minister of Regional Development and Construction, Ukraine 
 

Anatoliy Tkachuk obtained his degree of a lawyer from the Taras Shevchenko Kyiv National University in 1996. He was a 
member of the Ukrainian Parliament (Verkhovna Rada) from 1990 – 1994 and Head of the Civil Society Institute from 1997 
– 1999. From 2005-08 he was Advisor to the President of Ukraine on regional and local policy issues. Mr Tkachuk has 
initiated legislation and written studies and publications on the history of administrative-territorial reforms in Ukraine, the 
development of local self-government, new principles of state regional policy, training and development of NGOs and the 
strengthening of civil society. 

 

Prof. László TRÓCSÁNYI , member of the Venice Commission, Hungary  
 

Prof: Trocsanyi received his Candidate of Jurisprudence from the University of Szeged. During 1985-88 he was a research 
Fellow at the Institute of Administration and Law of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. In 1985 he joined the Chamber of 
Advocates in Budapest. From 1989 -1994 he was assistant Professor and Lecturer in Law at Attila József University, and 
Head of Department from 1994-2000. Since 2000 he has been Head of the Constitutional Law Department, University of 
Szeged. From 2000-2004 he served as Ambassador to Belgium and Luxemburg. He has been a Constitutional Judge 
since 2007.  

 

Ms Antonella VALMORBIDA , President of the Civil Society and Democracy Committee of the Council of 
Europe Conference of INGOs  
 
Antonella Valmorbida is Director of the Association of Local Democracy Agencies. She was elected President of the Civil 
Society and Democracy Committee in 2008. 
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Mr Kåre VOLLAN , expert on electoral systems, Norway 
 

Kåre Vollan works as a private consultant on electoral systems, democracy and laws in a number of countries including Iraq, 
Palestine and Bosnia and Herzegovina. In 2004 he was advisor to the Legal Committee of the Palestinian Legislative 
Council when it was drafting its general election law.  From May 1999 to November 2000 he served as Deputy Head of the 
OSCE Mission to Bosnia and Herzegovina responsible for organising two elections in 2000. From 1996 to 2005 he headed 
eleven OSCE/ODIHR election observation missions. In 1995-96 he led the Norwegian observation mission to the Palestinian 
elections. Since 2003 he has issued opinions on election laws for the Council of Europe Venice Commission. He is 
Rapporteur for Workshop 1A of the Forum for the Future of Democracy. 
 

 

Mr Peter WARDLE , Chief Executive, UK Electoral Commission  
 

Peter Wardle has been Chief Executive of the UK Electoral Commission since 2004 and has led the Commission through 
significant changes in its focus and governance. He spent the earlier part of his career as a civil servant, including spells as 
a Minister’s private secretary. He has also worked on the first major outsourcing of government IT services; the negotiating 
of international treaties as a “tax diplomat”; and as a management board member of the Inland Revenue and the Cabinet 
Office.  He graduated from Oxford University and has studied public management at Imperial College Business School, and 
attended the Cabinet Office’s Top Management Programme in 2002-03.  He also serves as vice-chair of his local hospital 
board and on the group audit committee of a major housing association. 
 
 

Mr Keith WHITMORE , (UK, ILDG), member of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities 
 

Keith Whitmore has been an elected member of Manchester City Council since 1979.  He is Vice-Chair of the Greater 
Manchester Integrated Transport Authority and chairs the Policy Committee. He is Head of the UK delegation to the 
Congress and is President of its Institutional Affairs Committee. As Deputy Chair of the Resources Panel Mr Whitmore is a 
leading member of the Local Government Association. He is also a Director of the Royal Exchange Theatre and the 
People’s History Museum, Marketing Manchester and Manchester Partnership Board. 
 

Mr David WILSHIRE , (UK, EDG) member of the Parliamentary Assembly of the  Council of Europe   
 

David Wilshire was a councillor on Wansdyke District Council from 1976 to 1987 and served as leader during 1981-87. He 
was elected as councillor on Avon County Council from 1977 to 1981. He worked for Conservative MEPs from 1979 to 
1985. From 1985-90 he was co-director of Political Management Programme, Brunel University and was a partner of 
Moorlands Research Service from 2000 to 2007. He has been a member of PACE since 1997 and is First Vice-Chairperson 
of the Political Affairs Committee and member of the Committee on the Honouring of Obligations and Commitments by 
Member States (Monitoring Committee) and the Sub-Committee on External Relations. As Chairman of the PACE’s 
European Democratic Group, he is a member of the Presidential Committee. He also leads the Conservative Team in the 
UK’s delegation to PACE. 
 

Mr Victor YUSHCHENKO , President of Ukraine 
 

Victor Yushchenko served as First Deputy Chairman of the Board at the Republican Bank “Ukraina” from 1990-1993. 
Following this he was Chair of the National Bank of Ukraine. In 1999 Mr Yushchenko was elected Prime Minister of Ukraine. 
From 2001-2002 he was the Director of the Borys Yeltsin Ukrainian-Russian Institute of Management and Business. From 
2002 he served as People’s deputy of Ukraine, member of the Verkhovna Rada Committee for Human Rights, National 
Minorities and Inter-national Relations, and the Leader of the “Our Ukraine” parliamentary faction. During the same period 
he chaired the Supervisory Council of the “Ukraine 3000” International Foundation. Victor Yushchenko was elected 
President of Ukraine in December 2004. 
 

Mr Samuel ŽBOGAR , Minister of Foreign Affairs, Slovenia and Chair of the Committee of Ministers  
 

Samuel Žbogar served for 22 years as a diplomat. In 1993, he opened the Slovenian Embassy in Beijing, China, where he 
worked until 1995. Between 1997 and 2001, he was Deputy Ambassador to the United Nations and in 1998 and 1999 he 
was Deputy of Slovenia's Permanent Representative to the UN Security Council. From 2001-2004 he served as State 
Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and from 2004-2008 as Ambassador to the United States. In 2008 he was 
appointed Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

 

Ms Ljiljana ZUROVAC , journalist, Bosnia Herzegovina 
 

Ljiljana Zurovac worked as a journalist, from 1999 – 2005. Following this she was appointed Programme Director of the 
High College of Journalism, Bosnia-Herzegovina. She has studied both philosophy and theatre/performing arts and 
combines her experience as a journalist with her humanities background to specialise in Radio Conflict Resolution 
programmes She is member of Association BH Journalists, International Federation of Journalists, Alliance of the 
independent European Press Councils, Member of the Board of Civil society B&H. 

 


