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The North-South Prize

Based in Lisbon, the European Centre for Global Interdependence
and solidarity (“North-South Centre”) of the Council of Europe
. openeditsdoorsin 1990 with the objective of providing a cooperation
framework within Europe to raise public awareness of global interdependence
issues and to promote policies of solidarity in conformity with the aims and
principles of the Council of Europe. Through its different programmes (Global
Education, Youth and Intercultural Dialogue), the North-South Centre works
to increase understanding and cooperation between people from the North
and South. Although it is composed of member States, one of the distinguish
features of the North-South Centre is that it does not work merely at an
inter-governmental level. It operates, rather, as a “quadrilogue”, a framework
for co-operation between governments, parliaments, non-governmental
organisations and local and regional authorities.

Win order to divulge the work of those who have stood out internationally for
their dedication to the promotion of global interdependence and solidarity,
and for their engagement in supporting human rights, democracy and the rule
of law, the North-South Centre of the Council of Europe has awarded, since
1995, the North-South Prize of the Council of Europe to two candidates.
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Description of the Prize

The North-South Prize, awarded to Ms Rola Dashti and Mr Mikhail
Gorbachev on 18 May 2010, is the work of Livio de Morais, an artist of
Mozambican origin who has been living in Portugal for more than 30 years.
Livio Morais has been working with the North-South Centre for several
years and has also been involved in humanitarian projects with UNESCO.

The sculpture is an allegory of our universal mother, Earth, embracing her
children, the North and South. They are interdependent and require each other
to flourish. The statue and what it represents reminds us of human life and our
common ancestor, Lucy. It reminds us of the divine “Mother Earth”, presiding
over the natural processes of fertility and fecundity, whose cult goes back to
the Hindus — also known as Isis for the Egyptians, Gaia for the Greeks, Tellus
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