
 
  
Strasbourg, 26 May 2009               AP/CAT (2009) 17 
                            Or. E. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EUROPEAN AND MEDITERRANEAN MAJOR HAZARDS AGREEMENT  
(EUR-OPA) 

 
 
 
 

56th MEETING  
OF THE COMMITTEE OF PERMANENT CORRESPONDENTS 

 
 

Council of Europe Office, Paris 
 

6 - 7 April 2009  
 
 

 
 

 
CONCLUSIONS 

 
 
 
 



 2 

Table of Content 
 
 
 

1 Introduction............................................................................................3 

2 Adoption of the draft agenda...................................................................3 

3 Examination of the centres’ 2009 activities .............................................3 

4 Specialised centres..................................................................................5 

5 Information of forthcoming relevant events............................................6 

5.1 Climate change related topics............................................................................... 6 
5.2 Thematic Groups .................................................................................................. 6 
5.3 New electronic tools for co-operation ................................................................... 7 

6 Involvement in international initiatives ..................................................8 

7 Preliminary discussion of 2010 activities ................................................9 

8 Draft responses to recommendations of the Parliamentary Assembly of 
the Council of Europe.............................................................................11 

9 Other business .......................................................................................11 

10 Date and place of the next meeting .........................................................11 

11 Annexes..................................................................................................11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 3 

1 INTRODUCTION 

 
The Chair of the Committee, Mr. Iuliu Bara, welcomed the participants (cf. Appendix 1) 
and expressed his sorrow for the human losses in the previous night’s earthquake in the 
Italian region of the Abruzzi. The Executive Secretary, Mr. Eladio Fernandez-Galiano, 
proposed to convey to the Italian authorities the sympathy of the whole Agreement for the 
victims of the Aquila earthquake: a letter in that sense will be sent shortly. 
 
Mr. Bara announced that the representative of Monaco, Colonel Yannick Bersihand was 
participating for the last time in a meeting of the Committee.  Mr. Bersihand confirmed his 
imminent retirement and emphasized what a pleasure it had been for him to participate for 
over ten years in the activities of the Agreement.  He introduced Commandant Tony Varo 
as the future Permanent Correspondent of Monaco. On behalf of the whole Committee, Mr. 
Bara thanked Mr. Bersihand for his permanent commitment to the Agreement and Mr. 
Fernandez-Galiano also acknowledged Mr. Bersihand’s constant stimulating intellectual 
contribution. 
 
The Executive Secretary informed on the appointment of Tanya Peshovska as new 
administrative assistant of the Agreement, particularly in charge of the organization of the 
meetings of the Committee of Permanent Correspondents. 
 

2 ADOPTION OF THE DRAFT AGENDA 

 
The agenda was adopted without amendments and the Executive Secretariat briefly recalled 
the main conclusions of the last Committee meeting held in Istanbul. 
 

3 EXAMINATION OF THE CENTRES’ 2009 ACTIVITIES 

 

• Meeting of the Directors of Specialised Centres of the Agreement 
(Paris, 5-6 February 2009) 

 
The Executive Secretariat informed the participants of the decisions taken during the last 
annual meeting of Directors of Specialized Centres. The main decision was to continue the 
effort on coordinated projects through the setting up of thematic groups, completing the three 
already existing groups (on school education, on legislation and on cultural heritage) with two 
new groups respectively on assessment (which will focus in 2009 on earthquake issues) and 
on post disaster intervention (which will focus in 2009 on terminology issues). 
 
The Belgian delegate pointed out that the recent increase in the number of Centres and of 
thematic groups could prove to be a potential problem for the already established ones. The 
Executive Secretary highlighted that new Centres receive no annual grant but contribute to 
reinforce the coordinated programmes by providing their additional expertise. He also noted 
that in spite of the fact that Centres have fully understood that only limited means are 
available, the amount and quality of their proposals should be recognised.  
  
The Secretariat recalled the different goals of the various financial supports provided by the 
Agreement: whereas the annual grant is essentially a support to concrete projects developed 
by a Centre (which can be pilot projects), the coordinated programme funds should be 
devoted to common international projects involving several Centres.  The Chair remarked 
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that even if such joint activities are difficult to set up, the Centres themselves at their February 
meeting supported an increased coordination of their activities. 
 
With regard to financial means, the Armenian delegate pointed out that external funds, such 
as the World Bank, could support additional activities of the Agreement. He also proposed to 
discuss with the San Marino delegate how to promote a common effort in the field of 
emergency medicine, a topic which is also of interest for the Azerbaijan delegate. 
 
The Lebanese delegate complained about the lack of information by the Centres on their 
activities and suggested to recommend them to undertake a wider dissemination of their 
results, particularly to the Permanent Correspondents.  The Chair also emphasized the need 
to highlight the links between the Centres. The Executive Secretary fully supported that 
proposal and recalled that the Agreement’s website is always ready to post information on the 
various activities and as often as possible one or two Centres’ activities are presented during 
meetings of the Committee of Permanent Correspondents.  
 

• Evaluation of the 2008 activities and examination of the activities 
scheduled in 2009 

 
The Executive Secretariat briefly recalled the activities already carried out in 2008 and those 
planned in 2009 on the following topics:  
 

o Policy 
o Legislation – Management 
o Training 
o School Education 
o Information – Awareness 
o Vulnerability and Risk 
o Forest Fires 
o Cultural heritage 
o Climate Change Impact 
o Seismic Risk 
o Post-Disaster Action 
o Psychological Aid 

 
A general discussion on these topics was opened. The Secretariat emphasized that the main 
topic in 2008 had been the role of local and regional authorities, with the international 
workshops organized in Kiev, Ukraine, and in Istanbul, Turkey.  In 2009, the Agreement will 
devote a particular effort to a major challenge identified during the Istanbul workshop, 
namely the unavoidable impact of climate change on present disaster prevention and 
management.  This line of action will materialize through the holding of the international 
workshops planned in May in Ravello (Italy), restricted to cultural heritage issues, and in 
October in Spain, more largely devoted to water-related risks. 
 
As far as the evolution of the guidelines from one year to the next is concerned, the Secretariat 
noted that there had been no critical changes in the topics covered.  They essentially remain 
the same as those identified in the 2007-2011 Medium Term Plan, simply with adjustments of 
the emphasis on each of them. Two clear examples are the consolidation of activities linked to 
school education and local authorities and the recent increasing significance of climate 
change effects as adaptation issues are becoming more and more important.  
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The Monaco delegate pointed out that work on climate change issues is not new as the 
Oceanographic Museum of Monaco, a former specialized Centre of the Agreement, has been 
studying coral destruction due to increased sea temperatures for over 15 years. The Executive 
Secretary emphasized that now the message has become more political, the importance of the 
actions to be taken related to natural and technological disasters should be included in the 
adaptation plan.  The UNESCO representative also remarked that they can provide their 
experience on different topics included in the programme of activities (i.e. floods, cultural 
heritage, early warning system, ...) and will support common initiatives in these fields. 
 

4 SPECIALISED CENTRES 

 

• Presentation of the Euro-Mediterranean Seismological Centre 
(EMSC)  

 
Mr Remy BOSSU, Secretary General of the EMSC, briefly presented the EMSC’s structure, 
which collects and compiles data from different networks on earthquakes. As the impact of 
moderate earthquakes is difficult to evaluate, it is useful to receive direct information from 
the users of the website (as most consultations are related to people having felt the 
earthquake): a “citizens’ seismology” initiative has been developed. Based on online 
questionnaires, the goal is to relate the responses to consultations to obtain additional 
information on the impact of the event. Witnesses of earthquakes also have the possibility 
to send photos of the event. This approach appears as a good interface between scientists 
and the general public: it can reinforce the sense of risk of the latter and consequently their 
willingness to support preventive measures. 
 

• Presentation of the European Centre for Forest Fires 
  
Ms. Sofia KARMA, of the National Technical University of Athens (NTUA), presented the 
main objectives of the Centre. Their topics are related to forest fires but mainly to social 
and economic issues: stress health impact on civilians and fire-fighters of fire smokes. 
They publish annually the review “Forest Fire Net”. The main activities developed over 
recent years were a workshop on health effects of fire smoke in 2005, a case study on forest 
fires in the Peloponnese in August 2007 and a joint project with GMFC Freiburg in 2008. 
They plan to organize in 2009 a one day preparatory workshop on ethical issues in 
disasters such as forest fires and earthquakes, a topic which can interest other Centres.  
 

• Proposal to expand the network of Specialised Centres : the 
Bulgarian National Training Centre  

 
On behalf of Mr Nalbant (director of the Bulgarian National Training Centre), Ms. Gloria 
STOYANOVA presented their present and future activities on training which can 
contribute to the coordinated programmes.  Such training includes civil servants, local 
authorities but also the population, and in particular at school level.  Already at  
kindergarten, colouring books are provided and some exercises are developed while at 
upper levels, teachers’ books have been published. They also try to implement obligatory 
training at university level. Every year a national drawing competition “Mission Rescuer” is 
organized, becoming an international competition every two years. In 2008, they also 
prepared an information campaign for disaster protection training with disabilities. 
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All participants highlighted the interest for the Agreement of the activities presented but 
the issue of the actual legal status of the Centre was raised. The Secretariat emphasized 
that as the Agreement’s financial support to the Centre is limited to the coordinated 
programmes, its structure is not an obstacle. Thus the Permanent Correspondents 
approved the inclusion of the Bulgarian National Training Centre in the network of 
Specialized Centres of the Agreement. 
 

5 INFORMATION OF FORTHCOMING RELEVANT EVENTS 

 
5.1 Climate change related topics 
 

• Preparation of the international workshop on climate change and 
cultural heritage, Ravello, 14-16 May 2009 

 
Based on already existing research on the new threats to cultural heritage induced by 
climate change, the goal of the workshop is to move from that scientific viewpoint to a 
more policy oriented approach on the challenges raised by those climate change 
phenomena. The Lebanese delegate remarked that such a topic has also been supported by 
the EU DG Research through studies on coastal and submerged heritage in the East 
Mediterranean. 
 

• Preparation of the international master level course on climate 
change and cultural heritage, Strasbourg, 7-11 September 2009 

 
The course is intended to relay the actual knowledge on climate change impact on cultural 
heritage and to promote future work, both on the theoretical level but also on more 
practical ground, related to that issue.  
 

• Preparation of the international workshop on climate change impact 
on water-related risks, October 2009 

 
Based on the increasing mitigation approach to climate change, the planned workshop wishes 
to discuss how the two often opposed phenomena (namely increased temperatures and/or 
increased rainfalls) interact in issues related to natural risks. The Executive Secretary 
pointed out that such a workshop is important to identify the possible contribution to the 
Agreement and called upon each State for their assistance in identifying the risks related to 
climate change. 
 
Mr. Vigneaux recalled that the master level course on coastal risks planned in Biarritz in 
2009 will complement this activity and announced a follow-up seminar in 2010. 
 
5.2 Thematic Groups 
 

• Thematic group on Cultural Heritage and Risk, Athens, 25 February 
2009 

 
The Secretariat informed of the first meeting of the group held back to back with a 
Workshop on seismic protection of monuments. Apart from the activities already planned 
for 2009, the group proposed to prepare a document summarizing the present knowledge 
on the topic. The Armenian delegate expressed his interest in the work of this thematic 
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group and asked to have the details of the experts belonging to the group for possible 
consultations. The Secretariat recalled that the report prepared under the supervision of 
Ms. Sabbioni included some methodological proposals. The French delegate pointed out 
the “Bouclier Bleu” initiative (on protection of heritage from natural disaster) and 
suggested a possible collaboration with this initiative. 
 

• Thematic Group on Awareness and Education to Risk at School 
Level (BE-SAFE-NET), Paphos, 28-29 April 2009 

 
The Cypriot delegate, as coordinator of the BeSafeNet initiative, recalled its principal steps 
as well as the main public addressed, namely secondary school teachers and school 
children. The Secretariat highlighted the significant effort made in 2008 by several Centres 
to produce the basic material on hazards: landslides, volcanoes, marine risks, droughts, 
radiological and chemical hazards are almost finalized. As suggested by the Armenian 
delegate, the initiative should be extended beyond purely hazard descriptions. However, in 
order to provide adequate material for the school teachers, the forthcoming meeting will 
nevertheless be devoted to the basic topic.  
 

• Thematic group on legislative aspects of risk: analysis of the role of 
local and regional authorities in major hazard management, Paris, 
11-12 June 2009 

 
As coordinator of the group, Ms. Bernaerts presented the state of advancement of the study 
and the remaining challenges to be addressed. Six national contributions had been 
analysed at the first meeting held in December 2008, which focused mainly on the 
intervention phase. Identification of risks and prevention issues will be addressed at the 
forthcoming meeting of the group. A contribution from Cyprus had been recently received 
and the group welcomed any further contribution to enrich the analysis. In order to diffuse 
the collected data, Ms. Bernaerts suggested to publish it on the ISPU website. 
 
The Chair stressed the importance of the work of this group on legislation for the 
Permanent Correspondents but several delegates regretted not having received the 
questionnaire: the Secretariat confirmed that it was sent in 2007 to all Centres and to all 
Permanent Correspondents but a reminder will be sent to them shortly. 
 
5.3 New electronic tools for co-operation 
 
The Secretariat presented two new web-based initiatives to promote the discussion 
between Permanent Correspondents and Centres and to provide a tool for the general 
public. 
 

• Internal Discussion forum 
 
On many occasions, the lack of discussion tools available to Centres and Permanent 
Correspondents had been emphasized by the latter.  In order to facilitate such an exchange 
of views, the Secretariat proposed a new tool based on discussion fora around the existing 
thematic groups. This tool, purely internal to the Agreement, aims to complement the 
Internet website which will be devoted primarily to diffusing information to a more general 
public. As a first step, no moderation will be introduced as the access to the fora is limited 
to registered users: a password will be sent to each Permanent Correspondent to enable 
them access. 
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• Inventory on post graduate courses on major risks issues 
 
The Secretariat informed the participants that the ongoing inventory on existing risk related 
master courses in the European and Mediterranean zone has been transformed into a 
database shortly available to all Internet users. It will allow them to search already identified 
courses but also to enrich it through submissions of missing national curricula in the field.  
This project could consequently greatly benefit from the collaboration of Permanent 
Correspondents to identify such curricula in their countries or at least point out contact 
persons. After a first European Day organized in Paris in 2008 (an initiative supported by 
both the Council of Europe and UNESCO), a 2nd  Conference on Risk Training in November 
2009 will promote co-operation among existing training courses. 
 
A list of the main forthcoming events can be found in Appendix 2. 
 

6 INVOLVEMENT IN INTERNATIONAL INITIATIVES 

 

• Development of the network of European national platforms for 
disaster risk reduction 

 
The Executive Secretary briefly recalled the results of the March meeting of National 
Platforms in Bonn. Several proposals, including education and impact of climate change, 
emerged from this meeting.  The conclusions will be circulated as soon as finalized. He 
proposed to invite the National Platforms on a regular basis to the technical meetings of 
the Agreement: they have an interesting network of expertise (often complementary to the 
one within our Network) and such participation also allows to liaise with non-member 
countries.  
 
The Lebanese delegate remarked that the Agreement can help to correct the often 
erroneous assessment of governments of the work of National Platforms, tending to forget 
their main think tank role.  In line with this, the Armenian delegate proposed a common 
letter with ISDR to support the creation of new National Platforms but the ISDR 
representative recalled that such commitment is already adopted by more than 100 
countries within the Hyogo Framework of Action.  Taking this into account, the Executive 
Secretary proposed that the Committee simply recalled this fact in its conclusions. 
 
The Moroccan delegate recalled that Morocco holds the presidency of the Arab Bureau of 
Civil Protection and Rescue (including 37 countries) and proposed that it could co-operate 
with EUR-OPA on common topics through a Memorandum of Understanding. The 
Executive Secretary welcomed the proposal as a means of reinforcing the Mediterranean 
side of the Agreement and suggested to invite the Arab Bureau to present their activities to 
the next meeting of Permanent Correspondents. 
 

• Participation in the Second ISDR Global Platform (Geneva, 
Switzerland, 16-19 June 2009) 

 
The ISDR representative recalled the forthcoming meeting of the Global Platform, which is 
convened every two years to assess the achievements implemented within the Hyogo 
Framework of Action.  Jointly with the Executive Secretary, Permanent Correspondents 
were encouraged to communicate the composition of their national delegation as soon as 
possible, all useful information being available on the ISDR website. She also thanked the 
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countries and the EUR-OPA Secretariat for their contributions to the report on European 
advancement which will be published in June.  
 
At the Global Platform, the EUR-OPA Agreement should present the key message 
stemming from the report’s conclusions, an active participation which confirms the ongoing 
co-operation between ISDR and the Agreement to identify both the remaining drawbacks but 
also the achievements in the domain of Disaster Risk Reduction in Europe. The UNESCO 
representative informed that they will also be involved in two panel meetings on school 
safety and hospital safety. 
 

• Regional co-operation opportunities in the Black Sea Basin offered 
by the European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument Cross-
Border Cooperation Programmes 2007-2013  in the field of major 
hazards and risk mitigation 

 
The Romanian delegate informed that his country is leading several EU projects involving 
Black Sea Basin regions. The wider one supports light projects that can include 
coordination and co-operation in case of man-made and natural hazards. Each project, 
with a clear cross-border impact, has to involve at least 1 EU member country, Turkey and 
1 EU non-member country (and up to 10 partners). The Joint Project Romania-Moldova-
Ukraine allows for larger projects, needs 1 Romanian partner and at least one partner from 
the other two countries, and can also support emergency preparedness. Finally, the 
Romania-Bulgaria project, which wishes to transform the Danube river into a prosperity 
area, can support efficient risk management promotion in cross-border areas. 
 
He emphasized that the network of Centres can rely on their 22 years of experience and 
should thus propose projects involving the Black Sea regional authorities. All participants 
welcomed this information as an example of alternative ways of financing initiatives 
launched by the Agreement. The Secretariat suggested that such information and in 
particular the website with all details be communicated to it in order to ensure its 
diffusion.   
 

7 PRELIMINARY DISCUSSION OF 2010 ACTIVITIES 

 

• General discussion on the 2010 Ministerial Session 
 
The Russian delegate read the letter addressed to the Executive Secretary by Mr. S.K. 
SHOIGU, Minister of the Russian Federation for Civil Defence, Emergencies and 
Elimination of Consequences of Natural Disasters (EMERCOM of Russia) announcing the 
holding of the 12th Ministerial Session of the EUR-OPA Major Hazards Agreement in 
Russia in 2010.  
 
The Executive Secretary thanked Mr. Shoygu for his kind offer and highlighted its 
importance due to Russia’s wide experience in the field.  He emphasized that the Session 
will be in mid term of the Hyogo Framework of Action and invited the Permanent 
Correspondents to contribute with ideas to be included on the agenda of the Ministerial 
Session. The Chair, on behalf of the whole Committee, reiterated his thanks to the Russian 
Federation and encouraged the Permanent Correspondents to actively contribute to the 
preparation of the Ministerial Session.  
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• Ideas for the preparation of the 2010 Programme of Activities 
 
Most of the discussion focalized on the preparatory work for the Ministerial Session. The 
Executive Secretary proposed to keep the philosophy of the successful Marrakech Session: 
to insist on its political content to attract the interest of Ministers and to organize sessions 
where Ministers do not simply pronounce formal speeches.  The Secretariat will check with 
the Permanent Correspondents the relevant Ministries to be invited in keeping with the usual 
procedures of the Council of Europe for this type of event. 
 
The Russian delegate proposed to promote new strategic approaches for the future and to 
identify a concrete project to be launched at the Session: he called for proposals from other 
Permanent Correspondents in both cases. The Armenian delegate, who supported the 
principle of round tables during the Session, insisted on the need to include transboundary 
co-operation as one of it major topics. The Belgian delegate also proposed to highlight the 
human rights aspects of the domain.  
 
On more practical grounds, several delegates requested that the invitations be sent 
sufficiently in advance and that they be informed on concrete achievements of the 
Agreement to ensure the participation of Ministers, who will be invited to communicate on 
their preferred topic. As Belgium holds the EU presidency during the 2nd semester of 
2010, the Secretariat will coordinate with the Belgian authorities to avoid that other 
planned EU meetings limit the participation in the Ministerial Session. 
 
In line with the request for greater visibility of the event, the possibility of summarizing the 
past achievements of the Agreement in the perspective of the forthcoming Ministerial Session 
was re-discussed. As pointed out by both the Belgian and Russian delegates, the Ministers 
and the general public could greatly benefit from such a general presentation of the 
achievements by topics since the last Ministerial Session.  This work will be a major issue in 
the Programme of Activities for 2010 to be discussed at the next meeting of the Committee.  
 

• Initiative on a “European and Mediterranean Ethics Charter on 
Resilience to Major Disasters” 

 
Stemming from a French proposal to define a framework stating general guidelines on 
people’s rights in case of disaster and particularly for those with disabilities, the Executive 
Secretary pointed out its pertinence to the human rights vocation of the Council of Europe.  
The French delegate proposed that such free commitment on ethical matters could be 
transformed into a larger international effort which could be completed by practical 
measures, such as those to be identified by the ECFF Athens Centre during its planned 
seminar.  
 
The Committee supported this initiative and instructed the Secretariat to take the necessary 
steps to develop it. The Executive Secretary proposed as a first step to have a group of experts 
gather information on existing elements in national legislations and in practice. 
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8 DRAFT RESPONSES TO RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 
PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE  

 
Mr. Fernandez-Galiano recalled that the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe 
regularly issues recommendations on specific topics asking for related action from the 
competent entities within the Council of Europe.   
 

• Draft Recommendation 1862 (2009) – “Migrations and 
displacements induced by environmental factors: a challenge for the 
21st century” 

 
In the draft response to the recommendation on migrations and displacements induced by 
environmental factors, the Secretariat proposed to emphasise more the prevention aspect 
(see point 4 of the draft response) and the reference to the future work of the Agreement 
on ethical issues related to disaster management was supported by the participants. After 
the introduction of a few amendments, the Committee adopted the final response (see 
appendix 3) to be addressed to the Parliamentary Assembly. 
 

• Draft Recommendation 1863 (2009) - “Environment and health: 
better prevention of environment-related health hazards” 

 
Regarding this recommendation, the Secretariat proposed to simply take note of it as the 
Agreement’s programme of activities has always limited itself to emergency medicine 
issues (see appendix 4). At the suggestion of the Armenian delegate to send it to the Centres 
for possible proposals, the Secretariat pointed out that the expected answer from the 
Committee should be a political one.  Nevertheless, the Executive Secretary asked the 
Permanent Correspondents to send any additional comment on this topic to the Secretariat 
before the 30th June. 
 

9 OTHER BUSINESS 

 
The Executive Secretary informed that a written confirmation of the accession of Serbia to 
the Agreement had been sent to the Secretariat: it should shortly be made official by a 
letter addressed to the Secretary General of the Council of Europe. 
 
Colonel Nardin, from the French Civil Protection, informed on the latest data relating to 
the Aquila earthquake, which revealed 300 victims and 70.000 homeless.  The Italian 
authorities did not require intervention support but had accepted logistical support from 
France for homeless people. The representative from the Council of Europe Development 
Bank recalled that one of their missions is to assist victims of natural disasters by 
providing loans to member countries: Italy would be eligible to financing following this 
tragic earthquake. 
 

10 DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT MEETING 

 
The next meeting will be held in Dubrovnik (Croatia) on 15 - 16 October 2009. 
 

11 ANNEXES 
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Annex 1 
 
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS / LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS 

PAYS MEMBRES / MEMBER COUNTRIES  

 
ARMENIE / ARMENIA 
Mr. Stepan BADALYAN 
Counsellor to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Armenia, Director of the 
European Interregional Centre for Training of Rescuers 
10, Byron Str., 0009 YEREVAN  
Tel. /Fax +374 10.54.49.92 / +374.91.23.00.37 / Fax. +374.10.54.49.92  
E-mail: ectr@europe.com 
 
BELGIQUE / BELGIUM 
Mme Monique BERNAERTS  
Directrice du Service Planification d’urgence 
Service Public Fédéral Intérieur (Ministère de l’Intérieur) – DG Centre de Crise 
53, rue Ducale 1000 Bruxelles 
Tel: +32 (0)2 506.47.70 / Fax: +32 (0)2 506.47.09 
E-mail: monique.bernaerts@ibz.fgov.be 
 
BULGARIE / BULGARIA 
Mr. Alyaeddin NALBANT 
Director of the National Training Centre 
Ministry of Emergency Situations 
6, Sveta Nedelya Square, 1040 Sofia, Bulgaria  
Tel. +359 2 960 10 260 
E-mail: a.nalbant@mes.government.bg 
 
Ms Petya DIMITROVA 
Chief Expert in the National Training Centre 
Ministry of Emergency Situations 
6, Sveta Nedelya Square, 1040 Sofia, Bulgaria  
Tel. +359 2 960 10 295 
E-mail: p.dimitrova@mes.government.bg 
 
Ms Deyana ZARKOVA 
Chief Expert in the National Training Centre 
Ministry of Emergency Situations 
6, Sveta Nedelya Square, 1040 Sofia, Bulgaria  
Tel. +359 2 960 10 292 
E-mail: d.zarkova@mes.government.bg 
 
Ms Gloria STOYANOVA 
Junior expert, International co-operation, NATO and EU Department 
International Activities Directorate, Ministry of Emergency Situations 
6, Sveta Nedelya Square, 1040 Sofia, Bulgaria  
Tel. +359 2 9401 431 / Fax. +359 2 9898 952   
E-mail: g.stoyanova@mes.government.bg 
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CHYPRE / CYPRUS 
Mr George GEROSIMOU 
Senior Civil Defence Officer  
Elephtheriou Venizelou 91, 8021 Paphos Cyprus  
Tel. +35626818470 / Fax. +35726946374  
e-mail: Ggerosimou@cd.moi.gov.cy 
 
CROATIE / CROATIA 
Mr Damir CEMERIN 
Head of the Director’s Office, National Protection and Rescue Directorate 
Nehajska 5, 10000 ZAGREB   Republic of Croatia 
Tel. +385.1.3650.083 / Fax. +385.1.3650.025  
E-mail: damir.cemerin@duzs.hr 
 
ESPAGNE / SPAIN 
Monsieur Sergio VALDIVIA 
Chef du Cabinet de la Directrice Générale  
Direction Generale de la protection civile et des urgences 
c/ Quintiliano 21 - 28002 MADRID  
Tel : +34.91.5373199 / +34.91.5373269 /+34 915 37 32 66 / Fax : +34 915  62 89 41 
e-mail: svaldivia@procivil.mir.es 
 
FRANCE 
Monsieur le Colonel Philippe NARDIN 
Relations Internationales, Direction de la Défense et de la Sécurité Civiles 
Ministère de l’Intérieur 
87-95 quai du Docteur Dervaux, F – 92600 ASNIERES SUR SEINE 
Tel+33.1.56.04.76.71/75.58 / Fax.+33.1.56.04.76.63/ 75.62  
E-mail: philippe.nardin@interieur.gouv.fr 
 
Monsieur Jacques FAYE  
Chef du Bureau de l’information préventive, de la coordination et de la prospective 
Ministère de l’écologie, de l’énergie, du développement durable et de l’aménagement du 
territoire 
Arche de la Défense – Paris Nord 92055 La Défense Cedex 
Tel: +33 1 40 81 88 75 / Fax: +33 1 40 81 20 95 
E-mail: Jacques.FAYE@developpement-durable.gouv.fr 
 
Monsieur René FEUNTEUN 
Expert auprès de la délégation Française 
 
GEORGIE / GEORGIA 
Mr Ramaz CHITANAVA 
Head of Department of Hydrometeorology (NMHS of Georgia)  
Permanent Representative of Georgia with the WMO 
National Environmental Agency 
150, D. Agmashenebeli Avenue, 0112 Tbilisi, Georgia 
Tel: +995 77 76 05 35 / Fax: +995 32 43 95 50/ 31 
E-mail: ramazchitanava@gmail.com 
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GRECE / GREECE 
Ms Sofia KARMA 
Chemical Engineer, National Technical University of Athens (NTUA) 
School of Chemical Engineering, Sector of Chemical Sciences 
9 Iroon Polytechniou Str., 15773, Athens, Greece 
Tel:  +3... (office)/ +3... (lab.) / Fax: +30 210 772 3188  
Email: sofia.karma@gmail.com  
 
LIBAN / LEBANON 
Monsieur Alexandre SURSOCK 
Directeur, Centre National de Géophysique 
B.P. 16-5432 Achrafieh 1100-2040, BEYROUTH  
Tel: +9614-981885 / Fax:+9614-981886  
E-mail: asursock@cnrs.edu.lb; asursock@wise.net.lb 
 
LUXEMBOURG 
Monsieur Michel FEIDER 
Directeur, Administration des Services de Secours 
1, rue Robert Stumper, L – 2554 LUXEMBOURG 
Tél. +352.49771-406 / Fax. +352.49771-771    
E-mail: michel.feider@secours.etat.lu 
 
EX-REPUBLIQUE YOUGOSLAVE DE MACEDOINE/FORMER YUGOSLAV 
REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA 
Mr Mihail GAREVSKI 
Director of the Institute of Earthquake Engineering and Engineering Seismology, (IZIIS) 
University "St. Cyril and Methodius" 
Salvador Aliende St. 73, POB 101, 1000 SKOPJE 
Tel. +389.2.310.77.01  /317.61.55/317.70.15  Fax. +389.2.311.21.63 
E-mail: garevski@pluto.iziis.ukim.edu.mk 
 
MALTE / MALTA 
Mr Peter CORDINA 
Director General, Civil Protection, Department of Civil Protection 
Ta’Kandja, SIGGIEWI, Malta 
Tel. +356.21.46.26.10 / Fax. +356.21.46.26.07 
E-mail: peter.cordina@gov.mt 
 
Ms Matilde CORDINA 
Assistant, Civil Protection Department 
Ta’Kandja, Malta 
Tel: +356 23 93 00 00 / Fax: +356 21 46 26 05  E-mail: peter.cordina@gov.mt  
 
MAROC / MOROCCO 
Monsieur Said ELHADEQ 
Chef de Division, Direction de la Protection Civile 
B.P.4508 Akkari-Rabat, Maroc 
Tel +212 37 61 49 28 02 / Fax. +212 37 77 85 36    
E-mail: elhadeq@hotmail.com  
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PRINCIPAUTE DE MONACO / PRINCIPALITY OF MONACO 
Monsieur le Colonel Yannick BERSIHAND 
Commandant Supérieur de la Force Publique de la Principauté de Monaco 
Force Publique de Monaco, 5, Place du Palais, MC – 98000 MONACO 
Tel. +377 93 15 64 02 /93 15 65 54 / Fax. +377 93 15 65 34  
E-mail: ybersihand@gouv.mc;     
 
Monsieur le Commandant Tony VARO 
Commandant – Chef du Service du Bureau Sécurité Civile 
Corps des Sapeurs-Pompiers de Monaco 
11, avenue de Port, MC – 98000 Monaco 
Tel. +377 93 15 60 16 / Fax. +377 93 15 60 08  
E-mail : tvaro@gouv.mc  
 
PORTUGAL 
Mr Luis SÁ  
Ministy of Interior, Portuguese Authority for Civil Protection ANPC,  
International Relations Officer  
Avenida do Forte em Carnaxide  2794-112 Carnaxide, Portugal 
Tel.: +351 214 247 100 Fax: +351 214 247 180 
E-mail: Luis.Sa@prociv.pt  
 
ROUMANIE / ROMANIA 
Mr Iuliu BARA 
Permanent Correspondent 
Personal Adviser to the Minister for Development, Public Works and Housing 
Str. Apolodor, nr.17, latura Nord, 050741, Sector 5, BUCHAREST 
Tel. +40.312.5417 /+40.727.300876 / Fax. +40.319.6116 / +40.21.319.61.95 
E-mail: iuliu.bara@mdlpl.ro 
 
FEDERATION DE RUSSIE / RUSSIAN FEDERATION  
Mr Vladimir KUVSHINOV 
Counsellor, Representative of EMERCOM of Russia 
Mission of the Russian Federation to the European Communities 
Dreve de Lorraine, 45, B – 1180 BRUXELLES 
Tel. +32.2.375.66.29/ 374.63.47/ 374.45.88 
Fax +32.2.375.66.50     
E-mail: russie@coditel.net; bevk@rambler.ru 
 
Ms Armine UZUNYAN, Main Specialist-expert, Department of International Cooperation, 
EMERCOM of Russia, Teatralnaya str/3 
Tel : +7 495 626 35 80 ; +7 926 524 14 41 / Fax : +7 495 623 42 29 
Email : uzunyan@mail.ru; / Web : http://www.ampe.ru; http://mchs.gov.ru/  

REPUBLIQUE DE SAINT-MARIN / REPUBLIC OF SAN MARINO 

Monsieur Alessandro BARELLI 
Centre Européen pour la Médecine des Catastrophes (CEMEC) 
Via Scialoja 1 - Cailungo 47031 SAN MARINO  
Fax. +378 99 45 35 / Tel. +378 90 37 06  
E-mail : cemec@iss.sm / a.barelli@tox.it  
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ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES / INTERNATIONAL 

ORGANISATIONS 
 
UN I.S.D.R. – STRATEGIE INTERNATIONALE DE LA PREVENTION DES 
CATASTROPHES /  
UN I.S.D.R. - INTERNATIONAL STRATEGY FOR DISASTER REDUCTION 
Ms Paola ALBRITO 
UN/ISDR, Programme officer, International Environment House II  
Chemin de Balexert 7-9, CH - 1219 CHATELAINE GENEVA 
Tel. +41.22.91.788905/ Fax. +41.22.917.89.64  
E-mail : albrito@un.org 
 
FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE DES SOCIETES DE LA CROIX-ROUGE ET 
DU CROISSANT-ROUGE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF RED CROSS 
AND RED CRESCENT SOCIETIES 
Ms Laure BOUTINET TASIC 
Disaster risk reduction officer 
French Red Cross, representing the International Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies 
98 rue Didot- 75014 Paris 
Tel. 01.44.43.11.95 / Fax. 01.44.43.12.34 
E-mail: Laure.tasic@croix-rouge.fr 
 
UNESCO 
Monsieur Badaoui ROUHBAN 
Correspondant permanent, Chef, Section des sciences de l'ingénieur et de la technologie 
1, rue Miollis F - 75732 Paris Cedex 15   
Tel: 0033 1 45 68 41 20 / Fax: 0033 1 45 68 58 20  
E-mail: b.rouhban@unesco.org  
 
Mr Takashi IMAMURA 
Programme Specialist, UNESCO, Section for Disaster Reduction / Section de la prévention 
des catastrophes 
1, rue Miollis F - 75732 Paris Cedex 15 
Tel. +33 1 45 68 3892; Fax: +33 1 45 68 58 2 
E-mail: t.imamura@unesco.org 
 
INTERNATIONAL CIVIL DEFENCE ORGANISATION (ICDO) / 
ORGANISATION INTERNATIONALE DE PROTECTION CIVILE (OIPC) 
Ms Valérie LOH 
Assistante to the Secretary General, International Civil Defence Organization (ICDO) 
Chemin de Surville 10-12, B.P. 172, CH – 1213 PETIT- LANCY 2 GENEVE 
Tel. +41 22 87 69 60 /69 / Fax. +41 22 87 96 979 
E-mail: icdo@icdo.org; vloh@icdo.org  
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BANQUE DE DEVELOPPEMENT DU CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE/ 
DEVELOPMENT BANK OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE 
Monsieur Richard VENEAU  
Directeur de l’Administration Générale 
Email: richard.veneau@coebank.org  
 
Monsieur Sébastien RELLAND  
Direction Centrale des Affaires Juridiques et de la Prospective 
Email: sebastien.relland@coebank.org  
 
Banque de Développement du Conseil de l’Europe 
55, avenue Kléber, F – 75784 PARIS Cedex 16 

 
OBSERVATEURS / OBSERVERS 

 
EUROPEAN FORUM FOR LOCAL AND REGIONAL DISASTER MANAGEMENT 
FORUM EUROPEEN POUR LA GESTION DES CATASTROPHES AU NIVEAU 
LOCAL ET REGIONAL 
Mr Jan MANS 
President, European Forum for Local and Regional Disaster Management 
Herdenkingsplein 25 D, NL – 6211 PX MAASTRICHT 
Tel. +31.6.387.59.603          
E-mail: janmans@home.nl; 
 
Mr Harrie JEURISSEN 
Secretary General, European Forum for Local and Regional Disaster Management, 
Herdenkingsplein 25 D, NL – 6211 PX MAASTRICHT 
Tel. +31.6.518.405.36  
E-mail: harrie.jeurissen@vng.nl 
 
SERBIE / SERBIA 
Mr Predrag MARIC 
Assistant Minister and Head of Sector, Ministry of the Interior, Sector for Protection and 
Rescue, Bulevar Avnoj – A 104, 11070 Belgrade, Serbia  
Tel. +381.11.3008.179 / Fax. +381.11.3008.180 
E-mail: pmaric@mup.sr.gov.yu 
 
SUISSE / SWITZERLAND 
Mr. Giancarlo BULETTI 
Senior Adviser, Division of Multilateral Affairs and Special Assignments, Swiss 
Humanitarian Aid, Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, Sägestrasse 77, Köniz, CH – 
3003 BERN   Tel. +41.31.921.97.46       
Fax. +41.31.324.16.84   
E-mail: giancarlo.buletti@bluewin.ch; giancarlo.buletti@deza.admin.ch 
 

EXPERTS 
 
Monsieur Rémy BOSSU  
Secrétaire Général, Centre Sismologique Euro-Méditerranéen (EMSC), c/o CEA, Bât. 
Sâbles Centre DAM - Ile de France, Bruyères le Châtel 91297 Arpajon Cedex 
Tel :+33 (0)1 69 26 78 14  Fax +33 (0)l 69 26 70 00 e-mail : bossu@emsc-csem.org 
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Mr Zoran MILUTINOVIC 
Chair of the network of Specialised Centres of the Agreement, Director, ECILS, Institute of 
Earthquake Engineering and Engineering Seismology, University « Ss.Cyril and 
Methodius » Skopje, Salvador Allende St. 73, P.O.Box 101  1000 SKOPJE 
“The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia”   
Tel. +389.2 3107747 / Fax. +389.2 3112 163  E-mail: zoran@pluto.iziis.ukim.edu.mk   
 
Monsieur Michel VIGNEAUX 
Président Sous-commission “Programmes” 
Résedence Saint-Gènes 3, rue Borda F-33000 Bordeaux 
Fax: +33 5 5675 24 25 / Email: vigneaux.fer@wanadoo.fr 
 

CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE/COUNCIL OF EUROPE 
 

SECRETARIAT EXECUTIF DE L’ACCORD EUR-OPA RISQUES MAJEURS 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT OF THE EUR-OPA MAJOR HAZARDS 
AGREEMENT  
 
Mr Eladio FERNANDEZ-GALIANO, Executive Secretary/ Secrétaire Exécutif 
Tel. +33.3.88.41.22.59 ; Fax. +33.3.88.41.27.87 ; e-mail: eladio.fernandez-galiano@coe.int   
 
Mr Francesc PLA, Secretary of the Committee of Permanent Correspondents / Secrétaire 
du Comité des Correspondants Permanents 
Tel. +33.3.90.21.49.30 ; Fax. +33.3.88.41.27.87 ; e-mail: francesc.pla@coe.int 
 
Mme Linda ROLLIN 
Tel +33.3.88.41.29.37 ; Fax. +33.3.88.41.27.87 ; e-mail: linda.rollin@coe.int 
 
Mme Tanya PESHOVSKA 
Tel. +33.3.88.30.27 ; Fax. +33.3.88.41.27.87 ; e-mail: tanya.peshovska@coe.int 

 
INTERPRETES / INTERPRETERS 

 
Mr Jan KROTKI  
Mme Irène MARKOWICZ 
Mme Nelly SIDERIS  
Mr Brian Patrick KEEGAN 
Mr Alexei LOBKOV  
Mr Ludovic MARTIN 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
APOLOGISED / EXCUSES 

 

UKRAINE 

Mr. V. POYARKOV, Executive Director of the European Centre of Technological Safety, 
TESEC, General Naumov St., 13, 03164 KYIV 164    
Tel +38.050.312.40.24 /+380.44.4238145 /380.44.452.0678 / Fax. +38.044.423.81.48 
E-mail: vap@mipk.kiev.ua / poyarkov@i.kiev.ua 
 
COMMISSION EUROPEENNE / EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
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Mr Thomas de LANNOY, Civil Protection Unit, European Commission 
DG Environment A.3 BU-9 2/185, B-1049 Brussels 
Tel +32 2 29 86796 / Fax +32 2 29 90314    E-mail: thomas.de-lannoy@ec.europa.eu  
 
UNITED NATIONS INSTITUTE FOR TRAINING AND RESEARCH (UNITAR) / 
INSTITUT DES NATIONS UNIES POUR LA FORMATION ET LA RECHERCHE 
(UNITAR) 
Mr. Francesco PISANO, Head, Institutional Relations, UNOSAT, United Nations Institute 
for Training and Research (UNITAR), Palais des Nations, CH – 1211 GENEVA  
Tel. +41.22.817 87 20    E-mail: francesco.pisano@unitar.org   
 
COUNCIL OF EUROPE PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY 
Ms Agnès NOLLINGER, Secretary of the Committee on the Environment, Agriculture and 
Local and Regional Affairs 
Email: agnes.nollinger@coe.int  
 
COUNCIL OF EUROPE CONGRESS OF LOCAL AND REGIONAL 
AUTHORITIES 
Ms Marité MORAS, Secrétaire de la Commission du Développement Durable, Congrès 
des Pouvoirs Locaux et Régionaux  
Tél: + 33 3 88 41 22 33 / Fax: + 33 3 88 41 37 47/27 51  E-mail : marite.moras@coe.int  

ANDORRA 

Monsieur Francesc ARENY, Directeur de la Protection Civile et la Gestion des Urgences, 
Govern d'Andorra  
 
LIECHTENSTEIN 
Chancellerie, 14, rue Daniel Hirtz - 67000 Strasbourg 
Tél. 03 88 37 11 77 – Fax 03 88 24 22 27 e-mail: liechtenstein.coe@sxb.rep.llv.li 
 
POLOGNE / POLAND 
Chancellerie, 2, rue Geiler - 67000 Strasbourg 
Tél. 03 88 37 23 00 – Fax 03 88 37 23 10   e-mail: rep.perm@coe-poland.org 
 
SAINT-SIEGE / HOLY SEE 
Mgr Aldo Giordano, Mission Permanente du Saint-Siège auprès du Conseil de l’Europe, 2, 
rue Le Nôtre, 67000 Strasbourg  
Tél. 03 88 35 02 44 – Fax 03 88 24 78 05 e-mail: saint.siege.strg@wanadoo.fr 
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Annex 2 
 
 

List of forthcoming meetings 
 
 

 
Date 

 

 
Title 

 
Place 

28-29 
April 

Thematic Group on Awareness and Education to Risk at 
School Level (BE-SAFE-NET) 

Paphos 
(Cyprus) 

14-16 May International workshop on climate change and cultural 
heritage 

Ravello (Italy) 

11-12 June Thematic group on legislative aspects of risk: analysis of 
the role of local and regional authorities in major hazard 
management 

Paris (France) 

16-19 June 2nd session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk 
Reduction 

Geneva 
(Switzerland) 

7-11 
September 

International master level course on climate change and 
cultural heritage 

Strasbourg 
(France) 

15-16 
October 

57th meeting of the Committee of Permanent 
Correspondents 

Dubrovnik 
(Croatia) 

25-28 
October 

International workshop on climate change impact on 
water-related risks 

Murcia (Spain) 

9-10 
November 

2009 Euro-Mediterranean Risk Training Convention, 
 

Paris (France) 
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Annex 3 
 
 

Opinion of the Committee of Permanent Correspondents of the European and 
Mediterranean Major Hazards Agreement (EUR-OPA) 

on 
RECOMMENDATION 1862 (2009) of the Parliamentary Assembly on 
“Environmentally induced migration and displacement: a 21st century 

challenge” 
 
 
After careful examination of Parliamentary Assembly Recommendation 1862  at its 
meeting in Paris on 6-7 April 2009, the Committee of Permanent Correspondents of the 
European and Mediterranean Major Hazards Agreement (EUR-OPA): 
 
1. Shares the concern of the Parliamentary Assembly concerning environmentally 
induced migration.  
 
2. Notes that major hazards (floods, drought, epidemics, and climate change related 
events) are a fundamental cause of environmentally induced migration and that risks are 
increasing due to environmental degradation, population growth and climate change.  
 
3. Notes that the European and Mediterranean Major Hazards Agreement (EUR-
OPA) sees climate change as a phenomenon likely to increase risks to people’s life and 
property, to environment, and cultural heritage due to the increase of extreme weather 
related events (floods, drought, heat waves) and other hazards such as marine risks, forest 
fires or geomorphological risks; furthermore, notes that in this context, the Agreement is 
also working on ideas on how to improve preparedness and resilience of societies to these 
issues. It also encourages States to include disaster risk reduction in climate change 
adaptation policies and in climate change negotiations.  
 
4. Supports a more decisive role of the Council of Europe on the prevention of 
environmental degradation and on disaster risk reduction.   
 
5. Encourages Council of Europe States to take a more pro-active approach to victims 
of natural and man-made disasters, particularly people displaced by environmental 
problems, and to improve preparedness of societies, both in Europe and in other regions.  
 
6. Notes that the European and Mediterranean Major Hazards Agreement (EUR-
OPA) will work on the possibility of a European and Mediterranean Ethics Charter on 
resilience to major disasters aiming at improving preparedness and dealing with ethical 
problems concerning victims of disasters including environmental refugees. 
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Annex 4 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 1863 (2009) of the Parliamentary Assembly 
 

on 
“Environment and health: better prevention of environment-related health 

hazards” 
 
 
At its 1052nd meeting (25 March 2009), the Committee of Ministers of the Council of 
Europe examined Recommendation 1863 (2009) adopted by the Standing Committee 
acting on behalf of the Parliamentary Assembly on 13 March 2009. 
 
The Deputies decided to bring it to the attention of their governments and agreed to 
communicate it, amongst other bodies, to the European and Mediterranean Major Hazards 
Agreement (EUR-OPA), for information and possible comments by 30 June 2009. 
 
As this Recommendation concerns health matters which do not fall within the expertise of 
the Agreement, which only deals in its working programmes with disaster medicine, the 
Committee of Permanent Correspondents is requested to take note of Recommendation 
1863 (2009). 

 
 

 


