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1. Adoption of the draft agenda     (AP/CAT (2009) OJ 02) 
 
The agenda was adopted as set out in Appendix 1.  The list of participants is attached in Appendix 2. 
 
2.  Conclusions of the meeting of Permanent Correspondents, Istanbul, 30-31 October 2008 

(AP/CAT (2008) 55  
 
In his introductory remarks, the Executive Secretary recalled that the meeting was held following the 
International Workshop "Towards a new governance of natural risks" and would like to thank the 
AFEM, and in particular its Director Nehir Varol, for the excellent organization of the two events. He 
then informed the participants of the main results of the last meeting of Permanent Correspondents in 
Istanbul in October 2008: the adoption of a recommendation on information and nuclear safety and the 
desire to promote international initiatives. 
 
On this last point, two complementary approaches were identified: promoting national platforms as a 
coordination tool for actions and encourage synergy of Centres’ activities to propose common 
strategies.  Acceptance of the Centre of the Sea (Biarritz, France) as a new Centre of the Agreement 
constitutes a further step towards strengthening the network of Centres and expanding its expertise.  
 
Regarding the programme of activities that has already been adopted, he recalled that last year work 
had focused particularly on the final resolution of the Ministerial Session on the role of local authorities 
while the 2009 programme will focus on areas included in the Medium Term Plan (2007-2011) but 
which still need to be developed before the next Ministerial Session. The Permanent Correspondents 
greatly appreciated receiving proposals from Centres for 2009 and hoped that this procedure be further 
enhanced. 
  
3.  Evaluation of activities for 2008  
 
For better assessment of the proposed activities for 2009, the Secretariat gave the floor to the Centres to 
briefly recall their major initiatives taken in 2008 (through both the frameworks of the annual grant and 
the coordinated programmes) in the main areas below: 
 
Legislative aspects  
 
The Florival Centre, which acts as coordinator of the thematic group on Legislation, informed of the 
work developed in 2008 on the role of local authorities in risk management. From the contributions 
received (Belgium, France, Luxembourg, Armenia, Algeria and Greece), a first group meeting was held 
in December to discuss more precisely the emergency response phase and to identify the next steps for 
this work, taking good practices into account in more detail. 
 
The Secretariat reported that there was participation from Centres (Belgium, Algeria, and Armenia), 
academics (France) as well as representatives from governments (Greece and Luxembourg). The Biskra 
Centre emphasized the interest of this work as a bridge between administrations and science: it must not 
be confined only to lawyers. The Yerevan Centre also pointed out the interest of this work for its 
authorities and referred to other activities (coordination of the Armenian legislation with that of the 
European Union, national platforms, network of local communities) as possible inputs.  
 
The Florival Centre recognized that, given the dispersion of specialists within the competent authorities, 
one is led to favour a study by risk phase but stressed the need for a focal point for identifying these 
various interlocutors.  This role should be played by the Permanent Correspondents but the low rate of 
return of the questionnaire on their part was noted and the idea was advanced that possible contributions 
from the Centres would be welcome. Some Centres remarked on the difficulty they have to perform 
such work since it is an official response from a country, requiring a governmental agreement on a 
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single official statement based on an enormous task of coordinating the responses from different sectors 
but with divergent visions. 
 
To alleviate this problem, the Executive Secretary proposed to expand the partners by identifying 
persons in the national administrations competent in legislation topics and Mr. Vigneaux suggested that 
the possibility of using retired experts from ministries should be looked into. The Florival Centre 
proposed a more modest approach which would nevertheless enable the project to advance: continue to 
work with partners already identified and gradually collect additional information from those Centres 
wishing to collaborate. 
 
However, the Director of the Skopje Centre questioned the ultimate utility of such work on the role of 
local authorities, especially in the field of prevention (usually exclusively a national jurisdiction).  He 
stressed the confinement of local authorities to the phases of disaster management but acknowledged 
that the identification of best practices can be useful. In line with this, the Ravello Centre proposed to 
reverse the approach concerning these good practices: depart from concrete actions to assess to what 
extent they can be implemented in different national frameworks.  
 
The Secretariat recalled that the Council of Europe is not aimed at the harmonisation of legislation but 
aims to promote ideas through mechanisms such as conventions, where each country decides to join or 
not. Proceeding with the collection of relevant data and then checking which are the ideas we should 
promote, is consistent with this approach.  Like the other thematic groups, the one on legislation is 
primarily in charge of making technical proposals on the topic to Permanent Correspondents, who 
decide to promote them or not in the countries they represent: the strength of the Agreement is to have 
both the experts and the decision makers in the same body.  
 
The Moscow Centre proposed therefore to review the documents in the countries and to assess their 
relevance to promoting them at international level: it gave the example of Russian legislation on fire 
safety and protection of the population. The Bucharest Centre said authorities will generally show that 
everything is planned while practitioners are often critical: the legislation is often good but its 
application is difficult. In this sense, the Chisinau Centre remarked that misunderstandings exist 
between different levels but the important point is the application of standards.  
 
Apart from this general work, the Kiev Centre recalled the main conclusions of the workshop organized 
in September 2008 on the awareness of nuclear risks. The main proposal was the creation of an efficient 
network (in particular with local authorities) to fill gaps in prevention and intervention in case of 
accident. The TESEC, which received the mandate from the Permanent Correspondents to act as a focal 
point on this subject, suggested to the other Centres to submit proposals to participate in this network 
under construction.  
 
Training  
 
In terms of academic and vocational training, various Centres briefly recalled the initiatives they have 
developed in their respective countries. The Strasbourg Centre informed of the international course on 
quantitative risk assessment held in Barcelona in summer 2008 with the participation of 38 students 
(including 8 from Eastern countries with a grant from the Agreement) and 30 teachers, which focused 
on discussion of concrete cases.  
 
This last point raised the question of the scope of such training, both in terms of number and 
geographical spread. For logistical reasons, they are often limited to twenty participants and sometimes 
conducted solely in the host country language, thus limiting the dissemination of knowledge. The 
Strasbourg Centre announced that the presentations associated to the Barcelona course, as well as those 
of the previous course on a multirisk approach held in Bonn in 2006, are available in English, though 
not published for cost reasons. A systematic production in electronic format of the content of these 
trainings appears to be an effective way to expand the public liable to benefit from them.  
 
With regard to the question from the Valletta Centre on the conclusions of the thematic group on 
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masters, the Secretariat reported that the meetings highlighted the need for courses which can be 
validated in existing university courses while still supporting innovative training, a fact which involves 
the identification of the already existing material. This work is ongoing and should soon lead to a 
directory on existing training at Master level in the domain of risk.  Its originality will be to provide 
links to more information but also to allow users to contribute by reporting on missing training.  
 
The Ravello Centre explained that all their training in the field of cultural heritage and risks takes this 
direction and is recognized as value units for some university diplomas (particularly in France and 
Germany). However other Centres remarked that we should be confined only to academics and the need 
to develop professional training exists: the Bucharest Centre evoked the training of officials to 
earthquakes and floods, the Yerevan Centre the training of trainers on first aid and the Baku Centre a 
training programme for nurses to address the shortage of doctors in case of disasters.  
 
 
School Education  
 
The Cyprus Centre, as coordinator of the Be Safe Net project, presented its progress and especially the 
extension to new hazards as well as a redesign of the website. The Kiev Centre produced the module on 
radiological hazards, the Ravello Centre has developed material related to volcanic hazards and the 
Sofia Centre has collected information on flood risk. The Malta Centre stated its contribution to the 
project in the field of coastal hazards and suggested involving the Biarritz Centre to refine the material 
available in this specific area.  
 
The Strasbourg Centre, which developed the pilot project on landslides which led to a definition of the 
standard structure for the other risks, remarked on the difficulties encountered to adapt university level 
material to school level. For its part, the Algeria Centre noted that, apart from its contribution to 
drought risk, its educational document on raising awareness of desertification is available in three 
languages to be integrated into the site. Similarly, the Armenia Centre announced the possibility of 
incorporating its work on education, developed in the context of the campaigns to raise public 
awareness, into the project and supports the establishment of pilot schools.  
 
The Skopje Centre stressed the importance of this project as a means of providing teachers with reliable 
information in multiple languages, especially in a context where the mobility of people increases the 
importance of such release of information. In this sense, the Secretariat said that contributions from 
other Centres on risks not yet covered are welcome: books, recommendations or other material 
developed in one country can be adapted and disseminated after transmission to the thematic group, 
which acts as Drafting Committee for the project. 
 
Faced with the development of the Be SafeNet site content, the question of its dissemination to 
potential users was mentioned and it was suggested that the Ministries of Education be informed of its 
existence via a note to Permanent Correspondents.  While supporting this idea, the Executive Secretary 
wishes that the site be fully operational because it is very difficult to raise the interest of Ministries on 
projects that remain to be finalised. The Strasbourg Centre also informed that it will present the site at 
two important international meetings to come. 
 
Regarding the involvement of Ministries of Education, the Baku Centre explained that they have trying 
for a long time with their Ministry of Education to have risk management included in the school cursus 
and it is only recently that a decree will introduce a specific training on safety in all schools. 
Nevertheless the problem of training remains: the sharing of international experience in this area would 
be useful and it could be done through an international conference on crisis management in schools.  
 
Information and awareness  
 
The Yerevan Centre has continued its work on the preparation of materials necessary for the 
establishment of national and municipal campaigns on population awareness. Concerning the Sofia 
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Centre, it has continued its work on information related to the Danube through its collaboration with the 
Bulgarian National Radio.  
 
Vulnerability / early warning  
 
As highlighted by the Biskra Centre, the study of vulnerability requires above all reliable mapping. The 
work on mapping nevertheless requires the use of the latest technology: the Sofia Centre indicated 
taking into account the development of GPS whilst the Tbilisi Centre remarked that Geographic 
Information Systems should preferably be used. However, the problem of standardization remains and 
it was noted that each country has its own methodology. The Strasbourg Centre has conducted a study 
specifically on the different methodologies used in mapping landslides: it remains to study their 
possible harmonisation.  
   
Regarding early warning, the Secretariat recalled the activity of the working group on this subject 
which met before the conference in Bonn in March 2006 and reported that two targets are the students 
and the local authorities. The Biarritz Centre reported that it has produced a document specifically on 
coastal risks to inform the authorities.  The Yerevan Centre remarked however that even if the warning 
system works, the response of the population remains fundamental.  
 
Forest Fires 
 
The Freiburg Centre provided information on the training carried out on the management of forest fires 
which was organised for forest owners and the publication of a guide for their intention.  In addition, a 
co-operation meeting in Skopje on the Balkan countries was organised where the important problem of 
the consequences of fires on land contaminated by mines or by radiology was identified.  The Kiev 
Centre reported that this last issue was also discussed at a meeting in Kiev.  
 
Cultural heritage  
 
The Executive Secretary recalled the organisation, in conjunction with the International Conference on 
Disaster Reduction in Davos (Switzerland) in late August 2008, of discussions on cultural heritage and 
major risks. The Centres involved in work in this field met to determine their possible contribution to 
the new thematic group and analysed their future collaboration. It was agreed to hold its first formal 
meeting in Athens in February 2009.  
 
The Lisbon Centre informed of the publication in English of its book on the earthquake risk in the 
historical city of Lagos, including the methodology used. The Skopje Centre stressed its work in the 
field of impact simulations on religious sites and in particular its study of possible reversible measures 
of protection. The Athens Centre has also hosted four groups of work on cultural heritage and seismic 
risk, the conclusions of which will be presented at a conference in February 2009. Finally, the Ravello 
Centre recalled the holding of various activities, including a master level course in October 2008.  
 
Seismic risk  
 
The Rabat Centre pointed out its work on historical tsunamis in the Western Mediterranean as well as 
its study on flood-related tsunamis. The Lisbon Centre confirmed that historical studies suggest that 
there was a tsunami in the Cadix Gulf during the great earthquake of Lisbon. In addition, Professor 
Vigneaux reported that tsunamis will become increasingly frequent since they are not necessarily 
generated by an earthquake.   
 
Climate Change  
 
Apart from the work of the Biskra Centre on arid zones, little work from other Centres has incorporated 
this aspect. The Executive Secretary stressed the importance which this aspect will likely have on the 
prevention of risks in the future but he highlighted the need to launch innovative ideas in this area and 
particularly with regard to adaptation to climate change, as also stressed by the Lisbon Centre.  
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Post disaster interventions  
 
The Earthquake Warning System operated by the Bruyères-le-Châtel Centre as well as the Extremum 
assessment of the impact of earthquakes have regularly communicated their results.  
 
4.  Activities planned for 2009 (AP/CAT (2009) 1 & 2) 
 
The Secretariat proposed to mainly discuss coordinated programmes to identify synergies between the 
Centres in the light of proposals that had been submitted.  These were the subject of a brief presentation 
in accordance with the thematic structure used to examine the activities in 2008:  
 
Legislative aspects  
The thematic group meeting scheduled for June 2009 will discuss in more detail the prevention phase 
and the proposed network of communities on nuclear security will be promoted. 
 
Training  
At least two courses at master level (one on climate change and cultural heritage and the other on 
coastal hazards) will be held.  
 
School Education 
The new thematic group meeting is scheduled for April 2009 to finalise the description of the risks 
already drafted and to clarify the next steps in the initiative.  
 
Information and awareness 
The material for the public awareness in Armenia will be finalised and the portal project on the Danube 
will be implemented.  
 
Vulnerability / early warning  
Work on the identification of coastal hazards will be conducted by various Centres, as well as work on 
the remote control of various types of structures. 
  
Forest Fires  
The problem of forest fires in zones contaminated by landmines and/or radiation will result in a 
specialised course in 2009. 
  
Cultural heritage 
The meeting of the new thematic group in February 2009 will prepare the Ravello workshop on risks to 
the cultural heritage and climate change and the development of a document on this subject.  
 
Seismic risk 
 The relationship between the occurrence of earthquakes and tsunamis will be studied and a current 
evaluation of advances in forecasting and prevention will be conducted.  
 
Climate Change 
The case studies related to climate change and the phenomenon of water scarcity will continue.  
 
Post disaster interventions  
The need for coordination both at national and international levels will be identified and the 
psychological aspects associated with these interventions will be studied.  
 
The Secretariat noted that three of these areas (i.e. education, legislative aspects and cultural heritage) 
already have a dedicated thematic group.  To cover other areas, it would be useful to create two new 
thematic groups: one dedicated to vulnerability aspects and another to intervention aspects. The goal is 
to have a product associated with each thematic group: for education, it is the website under 
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construction while for legislation, it is the study on the role of local authorities which is foreseen, but it 
remains to be defined for the other topics.  
 
For the three other thematic groups, their product could be a monograph (like the document containing 
the proceedings of the Ministerial Session in Marrakech) on the state of knowledge of a specific topic. 
Given the breadth of topics which can be covered by the two new proposed groups, the discussion on 
their respective content in the short term began and allowed two  major issues to be identified:  
 

• Regarding evaluation, the wide experience in terms of seismicity suggests that the 
accumulated knowledge in this area be reviewed;  

• As regards intervention, the problem of communication between teams suggests 
taking stock of multilingual glossaries in disaster management.  

 
With no time to conduct a more thorough analysis, the participants agreed to inform the Secretariat as 
soon as possible if they wish to collaborate in the already existing working groups or in those which are 
considered being set up, taking into account that the latter must  previously be presented to the 
Permanent Correspondents for approval.  
 
As in the two previous years, an international workshop will be held in 2009: the theme is the impact of 
climate change on major hazards, particularly those related to water (floods, drought, but also sea level 
rise). The Centres were strongly encouraged to participate in this workshop, several of them wishing to 
make a contribution.  
 
5.  Preliminary discussion on activities in 2010 and 2011  
 
The Rabat Centre, in view of its current work on tsunamis, stressed the importance of developing basic 
research within the network. The Executive Secretary recognized the importance of this aspect but 
pointed out the difficulty for international organisations such as the Council of Europe to support them 
financially because of the substantial resources to be implemented.  In Europe, only the European 
Union has sufficient funds for this and the competent authorities are prepared to consider proposals 
from the Network of Centres: the Agreement is prepared to support these proposals with the concerned 
General Directorates. 
 
Another important aspect for the future is the development of assessments of knowledge on topics 
related to major risks. The Agreement should play a mediation role of scientific results to decision 
makers and thus make the work developed within the network of Centres understandable. As the Chair 
of the Programme Sub-Committee, Professor Vigneaux stressed, these scientific assessments can be 
progressive, enriching the initial balance as knowledge in the field develops.  
 
Participants asked themselves how the issues related to climate change could be registered in a more 
sustainable way in the programme of activities as it is a topic which will increasingly gain in 
importance in the field of major risks.  The Executive Secretary said that the workshop on climate 
change scheduled for October 2009 should allow the Agreement to benefit from external expertise on 
topics insufficiently covered by the network of Centres (such as floods) and to identify its innovative 
contributions on topics already covered (such as natural heritage or coastal risks).  
 
In view of the favourable reception from the Permanent Correspondents to an advanced presentation of 
Centres’ activities, the Secretariat informed the Centres that by the end of September they will be 
requested to submit their proposals for 2010 activities so they can be discussed at the meeting of the 
Committee of Permanent Correspondents mid October.  
 
6.  Other matters  
 
Enhancement of the Centres’ work  
 
Regarding emergency management, the Moscow Centre insisted on the possibilities of a website as a 
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mean of disseminating the Centres’ works.  It could include information on emergency situations and 
links to related Centres’ projects as well as highlight new available technologies in the field or materials 
for children on the proper behaviour in case of disaster (books, interactive computing games already 
existing in the Russian Federation). To strengthen this network, the Kiev Centre suggested to introduce 
in each Centre site links to other Centres’ sites working on related topics. 
  
The Secretariat explained that the EUR-OPA website has this vocation even if its development is 
limited due to its possibilities in terms of staff.  This site is currently being updated and could be 
enriched with information on the activities of the Centres if the latter send them on a regular basis to the 
Secretariat.  Nevertheless, the purpose of the Agreement’s site is not to duplicate those of the Centres 
but to redirect as necessary to each site of the Centres as information update is easier than on the 
Agreement’s site which is addressed to a more general audience.  
 
Financial Reporting of the Centres  
 
The annual report to the Permanent Correspondents by Mr. Goerens, Chairman of the Audit Sub-
Committee, has identified certain financial aspects of the Centres that could be improved and which 
would simplify the associated reporting work.  It will thus be possible to meet the requests from various 
Centres to simplify monitoring tables and to draft specific rules relating to the accounts. To take into 
account all the current problems, the Centres agreed to send written requests to the Secretariat to 
discuss possible solutions with adequate experts.  
 
After consulting the Audit Sub-Committee of the Agreement and the Internal Audit Department of the 
Council of Europe, the administrative and financial applications for grants will be reviewed to reduce 
the delays and to specify related activities to be implemented. The Secretariat recalled that the auditing 
process is not confined to examining the financial aspect of a Centre but that it also evaluates the actual 
work done by a Centre in order to make proposals for the future.  A five year audit cycle is now in 
place.  
 
7.  Date and place of next meeting  
 
The Directors decided to hold their next meeting in Paris in early February 2010.  Two full days should 
be reserved for this meeting so as to allow a more in-depth consideration of the programmes in view of 
the Ministerial Session of the Agreement to be held late 2010. 
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Appendix 1  

 
 

MEETING OF THE DIRECTORS OF SPECIALISED EURO-MEDITERRANEAN CENTRES  
OF THE EUR-OPA MAJOR HAZARDS AGREEMENT 

Thursday 5th February (9.30 a.m.) - Friday 6th Febr uary 2009 (6.00 p.m.) 
Council of Europe Office,  55 avenue Kléber, PARIS 16e 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
 

1. Adoption of the draft agenda      AP/CAT (2009) OJ 2 
 

2. Conclusions of the Permanent Correspondents’ meeting of 
 the EUR-OPA Major Hazards Agreement held in Istanbul 
  on 30-31 October 2008      AP/CAT(2008) 55 

 
3.  Assessment of activities developed in 2008 

- Activities within the annual grant framework 
- Activities within the coordinated programmes framework 
 

4.  Activities scheduled for 2009 
- Implications of the adopted programme of activities   AP/CAT(2008) 36 
- Activities within the annual grant framework   AP/CAT(2009) 1 
- Activities within the coordinated programmes framework AP/CAT(2009) 2 

 
5.  Preliminary debate on activities in 2010 and 2011 

- A mid-term evaluation of the Medium Term Plan 2007-2011 AP/CAT(2006)47 rev 
- Proposals to be submitted to the Permanent Correspondents 
- Implications on future activities of the Centres 

 
6.  Other business 

- Enhancement of the activities of the Centres 
- Financial reporting of the Centres 

 
7. Date and place of the next meeting 

 
 

 
 



 
 

10 

Annexe 2  
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS/ LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS  
 
 
 
Algeria / Algérie 
CRSTRA - Centre Euro-Méditerranéen de recherche sic entifique et  technique sur les régions 

arides (Biskra, Algérie C)/ Euro-Mediterranean Cent er on scientific and technical research 
in arid zones(Biskra, Algeria) 
Fattoum LAKHDARI, Directrice   
B.P. 1682 RP  07000 BISKRA (Algérie). Tel.+213.33.73.4214 / 8443  - 213.661 37 62 71   
Fax  +213 33 74 18 15 mail : crstra_biskra@yahoo.fr 

 
Armenia/Arménie 
ECTR- European  Interregional Educational Centre fo r Training Rescuers / (Yerevan, Armenia) / 
Centre européen interrégional pour la formation des  sauveteurs (Erevan, Arménie) 
Stepan BADALYAN, Director 
10 Byron str.,  375009 YEREVAN, Republic of  ARMENIA 
Tel./Fax +374 10 54.49.92  - +374 91 23 00 37 Fax. +374.1054.49.92 
e-mail : ectr@europe.com; badalyans@hotmail.com; 
 
Azerbaïdjan/ AZERBAIJAN 
ECMHT -European Training Information Centre (Baku, Azerbaijan) / Centre Européen  de Formation 
et d’Information (Baku, Azerbaïdjan) 
Habib OJAQOV  Director,  European Training Information Centre  
Ayna Sultanova Str. 5, Baku, Azerbaijan Tel: +99 41231 4955. -  +99 450 310 70 20 - Fax : +99 12 431-49-55 
hocaqov@yahoo.com; ocaqov@bakinter.net 
 
Belgium / Belgique 
ISPU - Higher Institute of Emergency Planning (Flor ival, Belgium) / Institut Supérieur de 
Planification d'Urgence (Florival, Belgique) 
Monique BERNAERTS Directeur du centre.(Institut Supérieur de Planification d’Urgence  ISPU) 
Service Public Fédéral S.P.F.Intérieur, Direction Générale Centre de Crise, Rue Ducale 53 - B-1000 
BRUXELLES, Tel.+ 32.2.506 47 70 - Fax. +32.2. 506 47 09.  
e-mail: monique.bernaerts@ibz.fgov.be; 
 
Alexandra SONCK, Attaché, Direction générale Centre de crise, SPF Intérieur (belgique) 
Rue Ducale 53 B-1000 Bruxelles, Tel: +32 2 506 47 70 
Fax: + 32 2 506 47 13  alexandra.sonck@ibz.fgov.be  http://www.crisis.ibz.be/ 
 
Bulgaria / Bulgarie 
CSLT - European Centre for Risk Prevention (Sofia, Bulgaria) / Centre pour la Prévention des 
Risques  (Sofia, Bulgarie)  
Kolio P. KOLEV, Director, 4,  Vitosha Blvd, P.O. Box 862  BG- 1000 SOFIA.  
Tel/Fax. +359.2.988.35.54 - +359 888929704  e-mail : kolio.kolev@cslt.org;  
 
Cyprus/Chypre 
BE SAFE NET -  EUROPEAN CENTRE FOR DISASTER AWARENE SS WITH THE USE OF THE 
INTERNET  (Nicosia, Cyprus) 
George GEROSIMOU, Senior Civil Defence Officer , P.O. Box 23830, 1686 Nicosia, CYPRUS. 
Tel: +357 26 818 470   Fax: +357 26 94 63 74  mail: ggerosimou@cd.moi.gov.cy 
 
France 
EMSC - European Mediterranean Seismological Centre (Bruyères-le-Châtel, France) 
CSEM - Centre Sismologique Euro-Méditerranéen, (Bru yères-le-Châtel, France) 
Jean-Remy BOSSU, Centre Sismologique Euro-Méditerranéen (EMSC) )  
c/o CEA, Bât. Sâbles Centre DAM - Ile de France, Bruyères le Châtel 91297 Arpajon Cedex 
Tel :+33 (0)1 69 26 78 14  Fax +33 (0)l 69 26 70 00 e-mail : bossu@emsc-csem.org 
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CERG- European Centre for Seismic and Geomorphologi cal Hazards (Strasbourg, France)/  Centre 
Européen sur les Risques Géomorphologiques (Strasbo urg, France) 
Olivier MAQUAIRE, Directeur Centre européen pour les risques géomorphologiques CERG, 
3 rue de l'Argonne F – 67083 Strasbourg cedex. - http\\:cerg.u-strasbg.fr 
Tél. +33 (0) 390 240 911  GSM 00 +33 (0)6 87 82 97 09 - - Fax: : +33 (0) 390.240 900 
E mail : cerg@equinoxe.u-strasbg.fr;olivier.maquaire@unicaen.fr;  
 
 
Centre européen spécialisé sur les Risques Côtiers /  Specialised European Centre on Coastal 
Risks -  
Françoise PAUTRIZEL , Directrice, Centre de la Mer Biarritz / Musée de la Mer Plateau de l'Atalaye, 
64200 Biarritz Tel : 05 59 22 33 34, Fax : 05 59 22 75 30, e-mail : centredelamer@museedelamer.com 
 
Georgia / Georgie 
GHHD - European Centre on Geodynamical Risks of Hig h Dams (Tbilisi, Georgia) / Centre 
Européen sur les Risques Géodynamiques liés aux Gra nds Barrages  (Tbilisi, Géorgie) 
Tamaz CHELIDZE, Director, European Centre on Geodynamical Risks of High Dams, Institute of 
Geophysics, M.Nodia Instirute of Geophysics, 1, Alexidze str.0193, Tbilisi, Georgia 
Tel.+995.32.33.28.67 - 995 77 79 07 45   Fax. + 995 32 33.28.67  e-mail: chelidze@ig.acnet.ge  
 
Germany/Allemagne 
The Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC), Friburg ( Germany) / Le Centre mondial de surveillance 
des incendies (GFMC )Fribourg, Allemagne 
Nikola NIKOLOV,  
Regional deputy of GFMC , Full Professor Department of forest protection Faculty of forestry 
Bul. Aleksandar Makedonski b.b. 1000 Skopje 
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia/Ex-République Yougoslave de Macédoine 
Tel:+389 2 3135 033 ext. 150 Fax:+389 2 3164 560 
e-mail: nnikolov@sf.ukim.edu.mk  
- http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de - Http://www.sf.ukim.edu.mk  
 
Greece/Grèce 
ECPFE - European Centre on Prevention and Forecasti ng of Earthquakes (Athens, Greece) / Centre 
Européen pour la Prévention et la Prévision des Tre mblements de Terre (Athènes, Grèce) 
Linda PELLI, Director of Earthquake Planning Division of EPPO (Earthquake Planning and Protection 
Organisation), Deputy Director of ECPFE 
32 Xanthou Str., N. Psychiko, GR-15451 ATHENS. 
Tel. +30.210 .672 28000 int 163  - +30-6932654032 - Fax. +30-210 6 779 561 e-mail: lpeli@oasp.gr  
 
 
Italy / Italie 
CUEBC - European University Centre for the Cultural  Heritage (Ravello, Italy) / Centre Universitaire 
Européen pour les Biens Culturels, (Ravello, Italie ) 
Ferruccio FERRIGNI, Activity Coordinator,  
European University Centre for Cultural Heritage CUEBC, Villa Rufolo,I - 84010 RAVELLO (SA).  
Tel. +39.089.857 669 / +39 348 4444 741 – Fax. +39.089.85 77 71e-mail : univeur@univeur.org – 
ferrigni@unina.it 
 
Luxemburg / Luxembourg 
ECGS - European Centre for Geodynamics and Seismolo gy (Walferdange, Luxemburg) /  Centre 
Européen de Géodynamique et de Sismologie, (Walferd ange,  Luxembourg) 
Michel FEIDER, Directeur, Président du Conseil d’administration,  
19 rue Josy Welter,L – 7256 WALFERDANGE  
Tel. +352.33.1487 1 Fax. +352.33.1487 88  michel.feider@secours.etat.lu www:ecgs.lu 
 
Adrien OTH Chercheur  
19, rue Josy Welter, L-7256 Walferdange, 
Tel: +352 33148735  Fax: +352 33148788 adrien.oth@ecgs.lu  - www:ecgs.lu 
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Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia/Ex-République  Yougoslave de Macédoine 
ECILS - European Centre on  the Vulnerability of In dustrial and Lifeline Systems, (Skopje, Former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia) / Centre  Européen  sur la Vulnérabilité des systèmes et rése aux 
industriels (Skopje, Ex-République Yougoslave de Ma cédoine) 
Zoran MILUTINOVIC , Director,  
ECILS, Institute of Earthquake Engineering and Engineering Seismology, University « Ss.Cyril and 
Methodius » Skopje, Salvador Allende St. 73, P.O.Box 101 -  1000 SKOPJE , Ex-République Yougoslave 
de Macédoine, Tel. +389.2 3.107 701 /+389 2 3107 747 (direct) - Fax. +389.2 311 21 63  
e-mail : zoran@pluto.iziis.ukim.edu.mk 
 
Malta/Malte 
ICoD - Euro-Mediterranean Centre on Insular Coastal  Dynamics ( Malta) /-Centre Européen de la 
Dynamique Côtière Insulaire ( Malte)   
Anton MICALLEF, Director,  
International Environment Institute, University of Malta, Msida MSD 2080, 
Tel/fax . +356.23 40 2013 - +356 9944 5412 e-mail: anton.micallef@um.edu.mt 
 
Morocco /Maroc 
CEPRIS - Euro-Mediterranean Centre for the Evaluati on and Prevention of Seismic Risk (Rabat, 
Morocco) / Centre Euro-Méditerranéen  sur l'Evaluat ion et la Prévention du Risque Sismique 
(Rabat, Maroc) 
Aomar IBEN BRAHIM, Enseignant Chercheur , Centre Euro-Méditerranéen pour l’Evaluation et la 
Prévention du Risque Sismique (CEPRIS) 52, Ave. Omar Iben Khattab, B.P.8027, 10102 AGDAL-
RABAT / MAROC . Tel. +212.37.77.86.74 - +212 53 69 54 81  Fax +212.37.77.13.34 
Ibenbrahim@cnrst.ma;  
 
Moldova   
ECMNR - European Centre for Mitigation of Natural R isks / Centre européen pour la Réduction des 
risques naturels  (Chisinau, Moldova) 
Anatolie BANTUS, Director  
75, Alba Iulia str,  Office 510 MD-2071 CHISINAU  
Tel./fax : +373.22 58 15 37 - +373 79698457  a_bantus@yahoo.com 
 
 
Portugal 
CERU - European Centre on Urban Risks, (Lisbon, Por tugal) / Centre Européen  sur les Risques 
Urbains (Lisbonne, Portugal) 
Luis. A. MENDES VICTOR,  Director,  Av. Elias Garcia, N° 7, 2° Andar  P-1000-146 LISBOA 
Tel: +351 213 921 873 + 351 917 507 500 Fax. +351.213 .908 187 e-mail : lavictor@fc.ul.pt 
 
Romania/Roumanie 
ECBR - European Centre for Rehabilitation of Buildi ngs / Centre Européen  pour la 
Réhabilitation des Bâtiments, Bucharest (Romania) 
Emil-Sever GEORGESCU,  Director of the European Centre for Buildings’ Rehabilitation,  The 
National Institute for Building Research – INCERC, Head of Laboratory for Seismic Risk Assessment 
and Actions in Constructions,  266, Pantelimon St.,021652 BUCHAREST 
Tel. +4021 255 78 66 Fax. +4021 255 00 62  -  ssever@incerc2004.ro 
 
Claudiu SORIN DRAGOMIR, Senior Researcher 
The National Institute for Building Research – INCERC, 266, Pantelimon St.,021652 BUCHAREST 
dragomircs@incerc2004.ro 
 
Russian Federation/Fédération de Russie 
ECNTRM- European Centre of New Technologies for the  Management of Natural and Technological 
Major Hazards (Moscow, Russian Federation) / Centre  Européen des Nouvelles Technologies pour 
la Gestion des Risques Naturels et Technologiques M ajeurs (Moscou, Russie) 
Sergey KACHANOV,  Deputy head of All-Russian scientific research institute for civil defence and 
emergencies, All-Russian scientific research institute for civil defence and emergencies EMERCOM of 
RUSSIA Davidkovskaya str/ 7  121352  MOSCOW 
Tel: +7 495 445 44 65 - Fax: +7 495 443 83 15 e-mail: dmd@mchs.gov.ru;emercom@mchs.gov.ru ; 
 n-tanya@yandex.ru - http://www.ampe.ru - mchs.gov.ru 
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Armine UZUNYAN, Main specialist-expert of Department of international cooperation, Department of 
international cooperation EMERCOM of RUSSIA Teatralnaya str/3 
Tel: +7 495 626 35 80 +7 926 524 14 41 Fax: +7 495 623 42 29 
uzunyan@mail.ru - website: http://www.ampe.ru - mchs.gov.ru 
 
 
Turkey/Turquie 
AFEM - European Natural Disaster Training Centre (A nkara, Turkey)/Centre Européen de Formation 
sur les Risques Naturels, (Ankara, Turquie) 
Nehir VAROL, Director  
General Directorate of Disaster Affairs, Eskişehir Yolu, 06800 Lodumlu/ANKARA / Turkey. 
Tel: +90-312-285 52 71 / 1328-1312  
Fax: +90-312 285 9845. mail: nehir.varol@gmail.com; nehirvarol@bayindirlik.gov.tr 

 
Ukraine 
TESEC -  European Centre of  Technological Safety,  (Kiev, Ukraine) / Centre Européen  de 
Sécurité Technologique,  TESEC, (Kiev, Ukraine) 
Viktor POYARKOV  Executive Director,  
P.O.B.#13., Kyiv-110, Ukraine, 03110  
Tel.+380 50 312 40 24  - +380 44 332 5905  Fax.+ (+380 44) 2708590  
email: poyarkov@i.kiev.ua ; viktor.poyarkov@gmail.com 
WEB site:  www.tesec-int.org 
 
EXPERTS 
Jean Mathias GOERENS, Président de la Sous-Commission « Audit », 
15 rue Follereau, L-1529 Luxembourg. tel : +352 621 260 452 Fax : +352 2643 1207 
email :jmg@pt.lu 
 
Michel VIGNEAUX, Président de la Sous-Commission « Programme », 
Président Fer (fédération européenne des réseaux scientifiques et techniques de coordination 
Résidence Saint Genès 1 rue Bondes F-33000 Bordeaux 
Tel +33.5.56.75.24 25  Fax. +33.5.56.75.24.25  e-mail : vigneaux.fer@wanadoo.fr 
 
CONSEIL DE L’EUROPE /COUNCIL OF EUROPE Strasbourg  
Secrétariat Exécutif de l’Accord EUR-OPA Risques Ma jeurs / Executive Secretariat of the EUR-
OPA Major Hazards Agreement  
 
Eladio FERNANDEZ-GALIANO, Secrétaire Exécutif  / Executive Secretary 
Tel +33.3.88.41.2259 Fax. +33.3.88.41.2787 E-mail : eladio.fernandez-galiano@coe.int  
 
Francesc PLA , Secretary of the Committee of Permanent Correspondents / Secrétaire du Comité des 
Correspondants Permanents. Tel. +33.3.90.21.4930  Fax. +33.3.88.41.2787 
e-mail : francesc.pla@coe.int 
 
Linda ROLLIN  Tel. +33.3.88.41.2937 ; Fax. +33.3.88.41.2787 ; email : linda.rollin@coe.int 

 
Caroline SIEBECKE, Tel. +33.3.88.41.3522 ; Fax. +33.3.88.41.2787   email :caroline.siebecke@coe.int 
 
 
INTERPRETES  
Tatiana GOGENMOS   tgogenmos@noos.fr 
Brian Patrick KEEGAN   keegan.paris@gmail.com 
Jan KROTKI    jan.krotki@gmail.com 
Irène MARKOWICZ  imark@club-internet.fr 
Ludovic MARTIN  ludovic.martin@gmail.com  
Youri SOUVOROF  souvorof@noos.fr 
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APOLOGISED FOR ABSENCE/EXCUSES 
 
 
Germany/Allemagne 
The Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC), Friburg ( Germany) / Le Centre mondial de surveillance 
des incendies (GFMC )Fribourg, Allemagne 
Johann G. GOLDAMMER 
The Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC). Fire Ecology Research Group, Max Planck Institute for 
Chemistry c/o Freiburg University, Georges-Koehler-Allee 75  D - 79110 Freiburg 
Tel:+49-761-808011 - Fax:+49-761-808012. e-mail: johann.goldammer@fire.uni-freiburg.de 
Website:  http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de 
 
Greece/Grèce 
ECFF - European Centre on Forest Fires / Centre eur opeen sur les Feux de Forêts 
Mr Milt STATHEROPOULOS 
9 Iroon Polytechniou St.  GR- 15773 ATHENS  
Tel. +30.210.7 723 109   Fax :+30 210 7 723 188 e-mail stathero@chemeng.ntua.gr 
 
San Marino / Saint Marin 
CEMEC - European Centre for Disaster Medicine (San- Marino) /  Centre Européen pour la Médecine 
des Catastrophes, (Saint-Marin) 
Alessandro BARELLI, Educational Co-ordinator, Cemec Ospedale di Stato 47031 San Marin. 
Tel. .+378. 99.45.35  Fax. +378.90.37.06 email : cemec@iss.sm - a.barelli@tox.it 
Copy: Tel: +39 0 686 89 5748  Fax. 39.0. 6.86.89.78.18 
 
 


